Television in the United Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Television in the United Kingdom started in 1936 as a public service which was free 
of advertising. Currently, the United Kingdom has a collection of free-to-air, free-to- 
view and subscription services over a variety of distribution media, through which there 
are over 480 channels for consumers as well as on-demand content. There are six 
main channel owners who are responsible for most material viewed. There are 27,000 
hours of domestic content produced a year at a cost of £2.6 billion.z»2 Since 24 October 
2012, all television broadcasts in the United Kingdom have been in a digital format, 
following the end of analogue transmissions in Northern Ireland. Digital content is 
delivered via terrestrial, satellite and cable, as well as over IP. As of 2003, 53.2% of 
households watch through terrestrial, 31.396 through satellite, and 15.696 through cable. 


[1][ needs update] 


Broadcast television providers[edit] 


Free-to-air, free-to-view and subscription providers are available, with differences in the 
number of channels, capabilities such as the programme guide (EPG), video on 

demand (VOD), high-definition (HD), interactive television via the red button, and 
coverage across the UK. The UK's five most watched channels, BBC One, BBC 

Two, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5, are available from all providers. 


Broadcast television is distributed as radio waves via terrestrial or satellite 
transmissions, or as electrical or light signals through ground-based cables. In the UK, 
these use the Digital Video Broadcasting standard. Most TVs sold in the UK come with a 
DVB-T (terrestrial) tuner for Freeview - a rare thing in Europe. !##tiern2edeal Set-top boxes are 
generally used to receive channels from other providers. Most services have also 
integrated their broadcast TV services with additional video streams distributed via the 
Internet, or through their own Internet Protocol network. 
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Digital terrestrial television(edit] 


Chimney-mounted Yagi-Uda antennae, more commonly known as aerials, used for receiving 


terrestrial television. 


Main article: Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


See also: List of DTT channels in the United Kingdom 


Digital terrestrial television launched in 1998 as a subscription service named ONdigital. 
Since October 2002, the primary broadcaster is Freeview, which is free of charge to 
view. 


YouView is also distinctly marketed although it provides the same free channels as 
Freeview as it uses the same transmitter network. 


The TV channels are transmitted in bundles, called multiplexes, and the available 
channels are dependent on how many multiplexes are transmitted in each area. 3 
multiplexes, carrying channels from BBC, ITV, Channel 4, SAC, Channel 5 as well as 
radio, are available to 98.596 of the population from 1,154 transmitters. A further 3 
multiplexes transmit to 9096 of homes from 80 transmitters, and another 2 multiplexes 
are available to 7696 of homes from 30 transmitters. The terrestrial service consisting of 
just the 3 public service multiplexes, available to 8.596 of the population, is informally 
called 'Freeview Light' by some websites. In Northern Ireland, a multiplex carrying 
channels from the Republic of Ireland is available to 9096 of Northern Irish homes from 3 
transmitters. Local TV and radio is available from an additional multiplex at 42 
transmitters. Ze) 


Catch-up TV services such as BBC iPlayer are available via the broadband connection of 
both Freeview and YouView receivers. On YouView, subscription TV services from BT, 
TalkTalk, Plusnet, and global streaming services can also be received via the broadband 
connection. SureTV is a similar service in Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of Man. 


Cable televisionrjeait] 


A pavement dug up revealing the cables underneath. The green box is a common sight in areas 


with cable coverage, as are manhole covers inscribed with CATV. 


See also: Cable television by region $ United Kingdom 


There were many regional companies when cable television services were developed in 
the late 1980s and 1990s. Today they have amalgamated to become Virgin Media, 
which is available to 55% of households. Cable TV is a subscription service normally 
bundled with a phone line and broadband. 


WightFibre operates on the Isle of Wight, however acts as a distributor for Sky and 
YouView instead of having an integrated TV service.2u 


Satellite televisionr[eait] 


d | 


Satellite dishes on a wall in Hackney, London. The small oval dishes are most likely being used 


for viewing British services, and are known as Minidishes. The larger dishes are most likely being 
used for viewing satellite services from outside the UK. 


See also: Satellite television by region $ United Kingdom and Ireland, and List of free-to- 
air channels at 28°E 


There are three distinctly marketed direct-broadcast satellite (DBS) services (also 
known as direct-to-home (DTH), to be distinguished from satellite signals intended for 
non-consumer reception). 


Sky TV is a subscription service operated by Sky Ltd, owned by Comcast, which 
launched in 1998 as SkyDigital. Compared to the previous analogue service, it provided 
more channels, widescreen, interactive TV and a near video on demand service using 
staggered start times for pay-per-view content. Innovations since have included high 
definition, 3d TV, a digital video recorder, the ability to view recordings on other 
devices, remote operation via the Internet to add recordings, and on demand content 
via the satellite receiver's broadband connection of both Sky and 3rd party TV. The Sky 
subscription also includes access to Sky Go, which allows mobile devices and computers 
to access subscription content via the Internet. 


Freesat from Sky, is a free satellite service owned by Sky Ltd. Existing Sky TV 
customers can end their ongoing subscriptions, and opt for the Free-To-View viewing 
card, giving them the Freesat from Sky service. Freesat from Sky does not provide 
digital recording or video on demand. Freesat from Sky has more channels than Freesat, 
which are mostly international or shopping channels. The on-screen programme 

guide lists subscription channels even thought they can't be viewed. 


Freesat is a free satellite service created jointly by the BBC and ITV. In contrast to 
Freesat from Sky, it does not need a viewing card. Like Sky, it provides high definition 
content, digital recording and video on demand via the broadband connection. The on- 
screen programme guide lists the available channels, rather than encrypted channels 
which need a subscription to view. 


14 scale mockup of the Eutelsat 28A satellite, a Spacebus 3000B2 manufactured by Alcatel Space 


Freesat, Freesat from Sky and Sky TV transmit from SES Astra satellites at 28.2? 
east (Astra 2E/2F/2G). As the satellites are in geostationary orbit, they are positioned 
above the earth's equator (O°N 28.2°E) approximately 35,786 km above mean sea 
level; this places them above the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 


Internet video services[edit] 


See also: IPTV, Internet television, List of Internet television providers, Mobile TV, 
and Category:Internet television 


Broadband TV services are often distributed via copper telephone lines 


TV via the Internet can be streamed or downloaded, and consist of amateur or 
professionally produced content. In the UK, most broadcasters provide catch-up TV 
services which allow viewing of TV for a window after it was broadcast. Online video can 
be viewed via mobile devices, computers, TVs equipped with a built in Internet 
connection, or TVs connected to an external set-top-box, streaming stick or games 
console. Most of the broadcast TV providers have integrated their set-top-boxes with 
Internet video to provide a hybrid broadcast and online service. 


Catch-up servicesieait] 


Since 2006, UK channel owners and content producers have been creating Internet 
services to access their programmes. Often, these are available for a window after the 
broadcast schedule. These services generally block users outside of the UK. 
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Online video services for professionally produced 
contentijedit] 


There are numerous online services targeting the UK, offering a combination of 
subscription, rental and purchase options for viewing online TV. Most are available via 
any Internet connection, however some require a specific broadband connection. Some 
services sell 3rd party services, such as Amazon's Prime Video. For brevity, the 
following table does not include catch-up-only or amateur-only services, individual 
channels, distributors of illegal or adult content, services which solely redistribute free 
broadcast channels, or services which don't target the UK. In July 2018 Ofcom statistics 
showed that the 15.4 million subscribers to commercial online video services exceeded 
the number of traditional pay TV service subscribers for the first time.24 
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Channels and channel owners[edit] 


See also: List of British television channels and Category:Television channels in the 
United Kingdom 


Viewing statistics[eadit] 
Most viewed channels|edit] 


The Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB) measures television ratings in the 
UK. As of November 2017, the average weekly viewing time per person across all 
broadcast channels was 24 hours 16 minutes. 12 channels have a share of total viewing 
time across all channels of = 1.096.22 


Broadcast channels with a viewing share of = 1.0%, November 2017221 
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Most viewed channel groups[|edit] 


For October 2017, there are 9 channel owners with a total viewing share across their 
channels of z 1.096 (although BARB has separated Viacom channels into two groups, 
and it's unclear whether STV Group channels are included with ITV plc channels) 


Channel groups with a viewing share of = 1%, October 20172 
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BBC One, BBC Two, CBeebies 
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British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)[edit] 
Main article: BBC 


See also: Category:BBC television channels in the United Kingdom 


BIBIC 


The BBC is the world's oldest and largest broadcaster, and is the country's 

principal public service broadcaster. The BBC is funded primarily by a television 
licence and from sales of its programming to overseas markets. It does not 

carry advertising. The licence fee is levied on all households that watch or record TV as 
it's being broadcast2# and the fee is determined by periodic negotiation between the 
government and the BBC. 


Its first analogue terrestrial channel, the BBC Television Service, launched in 1936. It 
rebranded to BBC 1 in 1964, the same year that BBC 2 launched, the UK's third 
analogue terrestrial channel after ITV. Both channels styled as BBC One and BBC 

Two from 1997. BBC News 24 launched as an analogue cable channel in 1997, later 
rebranding to BBC News. BBC Parliament, which was originally an analogue cable 
channel known as The Parliamentary Channel, was acquired by the BBC in 1998. From 
1998 onwards the BBC started digital TV transmissions, launching new channels and 
broadcasting via satellite in addition to terrestrial and cable. BBC Three closed as a 
broadcast channel in 2016, continuing as an Internet video service. 


The BBC's Internet-based service iPlayer contains content from the BBC's TV channels, 
the Welsh-language public-service broadcaster SAC, as well as videos created from BBC 
radio programmes, with Radio 1 in particular appearing as a channel alongside the 
normal TV channels. 
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BBC Three, BBC iPlayer 


ITV[edit] 
Main article: ITV (TV channel) 


See also: Category:ITV franchisees, ITV plc, and List of ITV channels 


ITV is the network of fifteen regional commercial television franchises, founded in 1955 
to provide competition to the BBC. ITV was the country's first commercial 

television provider funded by advertisements, and has been the most popular 
commercial channel through most of its existence. Through a series of mergers, 
takeovers and relaxation of regulation, thirteen of these companies are now owned 

by ITV plc; the other two are owned by STV Group. ITV plc, the operator of all English, 
Welsh, Southern Scotland and Channel Island franchises, had branded the channel 

as ITV1 since 2001, with regional names being used prior to regional programmes only 
since 2002. The ITV name was restored in 2013. ITV plc also operate the Northern 
Ireland franchise under the UTV brand name. STV Group, which operates the two other 
Scottish franchises, has now unified the regions under the single name of STV. ITV has 
been officially known as Channel 3 since 1990, although this is seldom used to identify 
itself. 


ITV plc also operates digital channels ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, ITVBe and CITV, some with HDTV 
streams. ITN, a subsidiary, currently holds the national news franchise, and ITV 
Breakfast operates the breakfast franchise. 
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Channel 4edit] 
Main article: Channel 4 


See also: Channel Four Television Corporation 


A 
a n 


Launched in 1982, Channel 4 is a state-owned national broadcaster which is funded by 
its commercial activities (including advertising). Channel 4 has expanded greatly after 
gaining greater independence from the IBA, especially in the multi-channel digital world 


it has been a member of the Freeview consortium, and operates one of the six digital 
terrestrial multiplexes with ITV as Digital 3&4. Since the advent of digital television, 
Channel 4 is now also broadcast in Wales across all digital platforms. Channel 4 was the 
first British channel not to carry regional variations for programming, however it does 
have 6 set advertising regions. 


With Bauer Media Group, Channel 4 jointly owns a range of music channels under the 
Box Plus Network banner. 


Channel 4 channels Box Plus Network 


Channel 4, Channel 4 HD, The Box, Box Upfront, Box 
More4, Film4, E4, 4seven, Hits, 4Music, Kiss, Magic, 


4seven HD Kerrang! 


More4 HD, Film4 HD, E4 HD 
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Viacom (edit! 
Main article: Viacom (2005-present) 


See also: Channel 5 (UK) 


gm 
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Channel 5 was the fifth analogue terrestrial channel to launch, in March 1997. Due to 
constraints with the available UHF frequencies at the time, many households had to 
retune their video recorders, which shared the frequency on their RF output with the 
frequency used by Channel 5's new broadcasts. Channel 5 was the first terrestrial 
channel to also broadcast via satellite. From 2006 onwards, Channel 5 would launch 
new digital channels and an Internet on-demand service. After changing ownership 
several times, in May 2014 Channel 5 and its sister channels would be acquired by 
Viacom, an American media conglomerate. 


By the time it acquired Channel 5, Viacom already operated a large number of 
subscription channels in the UK, including the MTV, Nickelodeon and Comedy Central 
channels, which are available via Sky TV, Virgin Media and NOW TV. In terms of viewing 
share, the combined viewing across Viacom's free and subscription channels make 
Viacom the UK's fourth largest broadcaster, after BBC, ITV plc and Channel 4 Corp, 
according to BARB's viewing figures for January 2018.2 
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Local television in the United Kingdomirieait] 
Further information: Local television in the United Kingdom 


On 18 January 2011, then Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport Jeremy 
Hunt announced his intentions to set up a network of local television stations across the 


UK. The initial plan was to create a network of local television stations, connected 
through a national backbone. This plan would create a television network similar to that 
of the network-affiliate model in the United States and Canada. In June 2011, 
however, it was announced that the national spine plan would be scrapped, and a 
'bottom-up' approach would be followed instead, where stations are individually 
licensed.2s! 


Richard Horwood, a former Trinity Mirror executive, announced that when the local 
television stations are first licensed, he intends to create a television network called 
Channel 6; this will be a network of local television stations, with Channel 6 supplying 
the prime time schedule (similar to the American network-affiliate model).2? Another 
operator, which has announced its intentions to set up a network of local television 
stations with a television network connecting them, is City TV Broadcasting. That 
company says it is basing its operations on the Citytv television system in Canada, but 
there does not appear to be any official affiliation with the latter's owner, Rogers 
Communications. City TV is initially bidding on a station to be based in Birmingham.5 


Skyiedit] 
Main article: Sky UK 


See also: Category:Sky television channels 


Sky 


Sky is a European broadcaster owned by global American media 

conglomerate Comcast.24 Sky Television launched in 1989, with a 4-channel service 
received via satellite. The channels at launch were Sky Channel, Sky News, Sky. 

Movies and Eurosport. They were initially free to receive, and Sky Movies was the first to 
move to a subscription early in 1990. Sky News was the UK's first dedicated news 
channel. The new service was the UK's first consumer satellite TV service, beating 

rival BSB, with which Sky would later merge to become BSkyB. Sky's satellite service 
grew to become a subscription platform through which Sky offer their own channels, 
pay-per-view services and channels from other broadcasters. Sky's digital platform 
launched in 1998, with the original analogue service closing in 2001. 


Since 2012, Sky operate NOW TV, an Internet TV streaming service offering 
subscriptions without a fixed-term contract. 


Sky's channel portfolio has grown greatly since the launch of digital TV. Sky make their 
channels available via rival cable and Internet services as well as their own satellite 
service and NOW TV. 
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UKTV [edit] 
Main article: UKTV 


See also: Category:UKTV channels 


UKTV is a multi-channel broadcaster wholly owned by BBC's commercial arm, BBC 
Studios. Unlike the BBC's public service channels, the UKTV channels contain 
advertising. It originated as a single channel, UK Gold, in 1992, with an expansion in 
channels from 1997 onwards. Originally the BBC shared ownership with various other 
broadcasters, most recently Discovery, Inc., with BBC Studios taking full control in June 
2019. 
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Programming[edit] 


British television differs from other countries, such as the United States, in as much that 
programmes produced in the United Kingdom do not generally have a long season run 
of around 20 weeks. Instead, they are produced in a series, a set of episodes varying in 
length, usually aired over a period of a few months. See List of British television series. 


100 Greatest British Television Programmes (cdit] 
Main article: 100 Greatest British Television Programmes 


100 Greatest British Television Programmes was a list compiled in 2000 by 

the British Film Institute (BFI), chosen by a poll of industry professionals, to determine 
what were the greatest British television programmes of any genre ever to have been 
screened. Although not including any programmes made in 2000 or later, the list is 
useful as an indication of what were generally regarded as the most successful British 
programmes of the 20th century. The top 10 programmes are: 


Ran Channe 
k Programme l Year 


1 Fawlty Towers BBC2 1975-1979 


Cathy Come Home (The Wednesday 


BBC1 1966 


Play) 
3 Doctor Who BBC1 x EDU pag dE 
4 The Naked Civil Servant ITV 1975 
5 Monty Python's Flying Circus BBC2 1969-1974 
6 Blue Peter BBC1 1958-present 
7/ Boys from the Blackstuff BBC2 1982 
8 | Parkinson Bere! 1971-1982, 1998-2007 
9 Yes Minister | Yes, Prime Minister BBC2 1980-1988 
10 Brideshead Revisited ITV 1981 


100 Greatest TV Moments(edit] 
100 Greatest TV Moments was a list compiled by Channel 4 in 1999. The top 10 
entries are: 


stk norem Channel ju Moment 


i News BBC1 / 196 The Apollo 11 moon landing 


1966 FIFA 
World Cup 


Only Fools 
and Horses 


Live Aid 


Blackadder 


Goes Forth 


The release of Nelson Mandela 


Michael Portillo loses his seat in the general 
election, which came to symbolise the end of the 
period of Conservative government which had 
begun in 1979 with Margaret Thatcher as Prime 
Minister 


The death of Diana, Princess of Wales 


The fall of the Berlin Wall 


Final: England beats Germany 4-2; 
commentator Kenneth Wolstenholme's quotation 
"They think it's all over" 


"Yuppy Love": Del Boy falls through a bar flap 


The multi-venue rock concert to raise funds for 
the famine of Ethiopia 


Goodbyeee": the protagonists go over the top 


John F. Kennedy assassination 


List of most watched television broadcastsieait] 


Main article: List of most watched television broadcasts in the United Kingdom 


The majority of special events attracting large audiences are often carried on more than 
one channel. The most-watched programme of all time on a single channel is the 1973 
wedding ceremony of The Princess Anne, shown only on BBCI. The figures in these 
tables represent the average viewership achieved by each broadcast during its run-time 
and do not include peak viewership. 


e  Post-1981 figures verified by the Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB) 
e  Pre-1981 figures supplied by the British Film Institute (BFI) 
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Mark Phillips 1973 
: ? 
8 2012 Summer Olympics closing 24.4625 12 August 2012 BBC One 
ceremony 


2012 Summer Olympics opening 


9 24.2482 27 July 2012 BBC One 
ceremony 
Torvill and Dean - Olympic Ice. 

jo!  Temilland Dean - Olympic Ice 23.95% | 21 February 1994 | BBC1 
Dance Championship 


Notes: 


The Wedding of Princess Margaret and Lord Snowdon (6 May 1960) was watched by 
an estimated 25 million viewers in Britain, '#2#222eedea! 

At least two Muhammad Ali boxing matches were reported to have been watched by 
at least 26 million viewers in the United Kingdom: the Fight of the Century (Ali vs. 
Frazier) was reported to have been watched by 27.5 million British viewers in 1971, 
891 and The Rumble in the Jungle (Ali vs. Foreman) was reported to have been 
watched by 26 million viewers on BBC1 in 1974.44 

Live Aid is reported to have reached approximately 24.5 million British viewers in 
July 1985.44 

The Wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton (29 April 2011) received a 
total audience peak of 26 million viewers, but this is a combined figure aggregated 
from the ten different channels that broadcast the ceremony. The highest figures of 
these were 13.59 million on BBC1, with an extra 4.02 million watching on ITV.42 


Genre lists([edit] 
100 Greatest Kids' TV shows[edit] 


The 100 Greatest Kids' TV shows was a poll conducted by the British television channel 
Channel 4 in 2001. The top 5 UK-produced programmes are: 


Ran 


k Programme Year 


1 The Muppet 1976- 
Show 1981 


1981- 
Danger Mouse 
2 Danger Mouse 1992 


3 Bagpuss 1974 
; 1978- 

4 Grange Hill 2008 
1971- 


5 Mr Benn 1972 


British Academy Television Award for Best Drama Series[edit] 
Main article: British Academy Television Award for Best Drama Series 


The British Academy Television Award for Best Drama Series is one of the major 
categories of the British Academy Television Awards. The last 5 winners are: 


e 2017: Happy Valley - Red Production Company / BBC One 
e 2016: Wolf Hall - Company Pictures / BBC Two 

e 2015: Happy Valley - Red Production Company / BBC One 
e 2014: Broadchurch - Kudos Film & Television / ITV 

e 2013: Last Tango in Halifax - BBC Television / BBC One 


Terrestrial channel programming[eait] 


Weekday| edit] 


Weekday programming on terrestrial channels begins at 6 am with breakfast national 
news programmes (along with regional news updates) on BBC One and ITV, 

with Channel 5. BBC Two also showed children's programming all morning until the start 
of 2013. That channel now broadcasts repeats of BBC One's daytime 

programmes. Channel 4 predominately broadcasts comedy and music programmes 
such as Everybody Loves Raymond and Freshly Squeezed in its morning slot. The 
weekday breakfast news programme ends at 9:15 am on BBC One and 8:30 am on ITV. 


Following this on BBC One, lifestyle programming is generally shown, including 
property, auction and home/garden makeover. BBC One continues this genre until after 
the lunchtime news, whereby afternoon has a soap called Doctors followed by dramas 
currently occupy the schedule. BBC Two broadcasts repeats of recent BBC One 
programmes with on-screen signing before airing news and politics programming 
between 11 am and 1 pm. ITV on the other hand takes over from GMB at 8:30 am, and 
generally broadcasts more human-interest chat-style shows, including Lorraine, The. 


Jeremy Kyle Show, This Morning and Loose Women, in the morning to mid-afternoon 
slots, with the /7V Lunchtime News (including a regional bulletin) at 1:30 pm. Channel 4 
often shows home-project and archaeology lifestyle programming in the early afternoon 
after a Channel 4 News summary. Channel 5 broadcasts chatshow programmes in the 
morning including The Wright Stuff with regular news bulletins followed by the last 
nights Big Brother (when the show is on air). In the afternoon it shows a drama followed 
by an hour of Australian soaps such as Home and Away and Neighbours and a film. 


Until the end of 2012 BBC One showed children's programmes in the late afternoon but 
the channel now continues to show lifestyle programming until broadcasting the game 
show Pointless at 5:15 pm. BBC Two used to show lifestyle programming such as Animal 
Park in the late afternoon before these programmes were switched to BBC One. BBC 
Two now broadcasts repeats unless it is showing sporting events. ITV shows a lifestyle 
programme followed by a chat show such as The Alan Titchmarsh Show before repeats 
of classic ITV shows, such as Heartbeat, Poirot and Midsomer Murders in late-afternoon, 
before a gameshow-style programme at 5:00 pm, which have included Go/den 

Balls and The Price Is Right. 


News bulletins are broadcast between 6 pm and 7 pm on both BBC One and ITV, with 
BBC One beginning with the national BBC News at Six and ITV with the flagship regional 
news programme. At around 18.30, BBC One broadcasts the regional news programmes 
whilst ITV broadcasts the ITV Evening News. Channel 4 News starts at 7 pm. 


Primetime programming is usually dominated by further soaps, 

including Doctors, EastEnders on BBC One, Coronation Street and Emmerdale on ITV, 
and Hollyoaks on Channel 4. These soap operas or 'continuing dramas' as they are now 
called can vary throughout the year, however weekly dramas, such as Holby City, are 
also fixed to scheduling. Because of this, the UK can often rely more heavily on TV 
guides, be it with the newspaper, online, via information services on the television such 
as the BBC Red Button service or the built in Electronic Programme Guides. 


At 10pm with the flagship national news on BBC One in BBC News at Ten and on ITV 
on ITV News at Ten followed by the regional late night news 


After midnight, when late evening films are shown, many channels cease broadcasting 
"normal" programming or simulcast with another channel. Before 2000, the channels 
simply closed down. However, since then programming has been shown continuously. 
BBC One will join BBC News in a multichannel simulcast and BBC Two shows a 
continuous loop of forthcoming programme previews and trailers, although prior to the 
completion of Digital switchover BBC Two had filled its overnight downtime with Pages 
from Ceefax. Between 2005 and 2007 ITV broadcast the ITV Play strand of phone-in 
participation TV programmes but now much of the night is dedicated to the text-based 
ITV information service ITV Nightscreen. Previously, Channel 4 had closed down to show 
live feeds of Big Brother (in the summer) and its spin-off, Celebrity Big Brother (in 
January). However, since 2010, repeats of Channel 4 daytime shows have typically been 
shown. Until the end of the 2000s Channel 5 generally showed various sports from 
around the world, including boxing and football from European leagues as well as live 
American sport, with phone-in participation-TV Quiz Call on weekends. Quiz Call is now 
shown every night of the week. 


WeekendL[edit] 


Weekend daytime programming traditionally consists of more lifestyle programming, as 
well as afternoon live and recorded coverage of sporting events and films. There are 
further battles for viewers in the weekend primetime slot, often featuring reality or 
talent game shows in the evening. Lunchtime, early evening and late evening news 


programmes continue on BBC One and ITV although the length of the bulletins are 
shorter than during the week. 


Cultural impact[edit] 


This section needs 


* 
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Christian morality[eait] 


In 1963 Mary Whitehouse, incensed by the liberalising policies followed by Sir Hugh 
Greene, then director general of the BBC, began her letter writing campaign. She 
subsequently launched the Clean Up TV Campaign, and founded the National Viewers' 
and Listeners' Association in 1965. In 2008, Toby Young in an article for The. 
Independent wrote: "On the wider question of whether sex and violence on TV has led 
to a general moral collapse in society at large, the jury is still out. No one doubts that 
Western civilization is teetering on the brink ... but it is unfair to lay the blame entirely 
at the feet of BBC2 and Channel 4." 


In 2005, the BBC's broadcast of Jerry Springer: The Opera elicited 55,000 complaints, 
“41 and provoked protests from Christian organisation Christian Voice,“ and a private 
prosecution against the BBC by the Christian Institute.24$ A summons was not issued. 


In 2007, the General Synod of the Church of England claimed that programmes such 
as Celebrity Big Brother and Little Britain were eroding moral standards. The Synod 
criticised broadcasting trends that "exploit the humiliation of human beings for public 
entertainment", and called for research to determine the behavioural impact of sexual 
or violent images.“ 


Awards[edit] 


The British Academy Television Awards are the most prestigious awards given in 
the British television industry, analogous to the Emmy Awards in the United States. 
They have been awarded annually since 1954, and are only open to British 
programmes. After all the entries have been received, they are voted for online by all 
eligible members of the Academy. The winner is chosen from the four nominees by a 
special jury of nine academy members for each award, the members of each jury 
selected by the Academy's Television Committee. 


The National Television Awards is a British television awards ceremony, sponsored 
by ITV and initiated in 1995. Although not widely held to be as prestigious as the 
BAFTAs, the National Television Awards are probably the most prominent ceremony for 
which the results are voted on by the general public. Unlike the BAFTAs, the National 
Television Awards allow foreign programmes to be nominated, providing they have 
been screened on a British channel during the eligible time period. 


Regulation edit] 


Ofcom is the independent regulator and competition authority for the communication 
industries in the United Kingdom, including television. As the regulatory body for media 
broadcasts, Ofcom's duties include: 


Specification of the Broadcast Code, which took effect on 25 July 2005, with the 
latest version being published October 2008. The Code itself is published on Ofcom's 
website,“ and provides a mandatory set of rules which broadcast programmes must 


comply with. The 10 main sections cover protection of under-eighteens, harm and 
offence, crime, religion, impartiality and accuracy, elections, fairness, privacy, 
sponsorship and commercial references.» As stipulated in the Communications Act 


2003, Ofcom enforces adherence to the Code. Failure for a broadcaster to comply 


with the Code results in warnings, fines, and potentially revokation of a broadcasting 


license. 

e Rules on the amount and distribution of advertising, which also took effect July 
200525: 

e Examining specific complaints by viewers or other bodies about programmes and 
sponsorship. Ofcom issues Broadcast Bulletins on a fortnightly basis which are 
accessible via its web site. As an example, a bulletin from February 2009 has a 
complaint from the National Heart Forum over sponsorship of The 
Simpsons by Domino's Pizza on Sky One. Ofcom concluded this was in breach of the 
Broadcast Code, since it contravened an advertising restriction of food high in fat, 
salt or sugar. (Restrictions in food and drink advertising to children were 
introduced in November 2006.)53! 

e The management, regulation and assignment of the electromagnetic spectrum in 
the UK, and licensing of portions of the spectrum for television broadcasting 

e Public consultations on matters relating to TV broadcasting. The results of the 
consultations are published by Ofcom, and inform the policies that Ofcom creates 
and enforces. 


In 2008, Ofcom issued fines to the total of £7.7m. This included £5.67m of fines to ITV 
companies, including a £3m fine to LWT over voting irregularities on Saturday Night 
Takeaway, and fines totalling £495,000 to the BBC. Ofcom said phone-in scandals had 
contributed significantly to the fine totals. 


The Committee for Advertising Practice (CAP, or BCAP) is the body contracted by 
Ofcom to create and maintain the codes of practice governing television advertising. 
The Broadcast Advertising Codes (or the TV codes) are accessible on CAP's web site. 
The Codes cover advertising standards (the TV Code), guidance notes, scheduling rules, 
text services (the Teletext Code) and interactive television guidance. The main sections 
of the TV Code concern compliance, programmes and advertising, unacceptable 
products, political and controversial issues, misleading advertising, harm and offence, 
children, medicines, treatments, health claims and nutrition, finance and investments, 
and religion. 


The Advertising Standards Authority is an independent body responsible for 
resolving complaints relating to the advertising industry within the UK. It is not 
government funded, but funded by a levy on the advertising industry. It ensures 
compliance with the Codes created by CAP. The ASA covers all forms of advertising, not 
just television advertisements. The ASA can refer problematic adverts to Ofcom, since 
the channels carrying the adverts are ultimately responsible for the advertising content, 
and are answerable to Ofcom. Ofcom can issue fines or revoke broadcast licenses if 
necessary. 


Licensing[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom 


In the United Kingdom and the Crown dependencies, a television licence is required to 
receive any publicly broadcast television service, from any source. This includes the 
commercial channels, cable and satellite transmissions. The money from the licence fee 
is used to provide radio, television and Internet content for the BBC, and Welsh- 
language television programmes for SAC. The BBC gives the following figures for 
expenditure of licence fee income: 


e 5096 - BBC One and BBC Two 

e 15% - local TV and radio 

e 12% - network radio 

e 10% - digital (BBC Three, BBC Four, BBC News 24, BBC Parliament, CBBC, CBeebies) 

e 10% -transmission costs and licence fee collection 

e 396 - BBC Online, Ceefax, and Interactive Content (including bbc.co.uk and BBC Red 
Button) 


Production[edit] 


As of 2002, 27,000 hours of original programming are produced year in the UK 
television industry, excluding news, at a cost of £2.6bn. Ofcom has determined that 
5696 (£1.5bn) of production is in-house by the channel owners, and the remainder by 
independent production companies. Ofcom is enforcing a 2596 independent production 
quota for the channel operators, as stipulated in the Broadcasting Act 1990.52 


In-house production(edit] 


ITV pic, the company which owns 12 of the 15 regional ITV franchises, has set its 
production arm ITV Studios a target of producing 75% of the ITV schedule,= the 
maximum allowed by Ofcom. This would be a rise from 54% at present, as part of a 
strategy to make ITV content-led chiefly to double production revenues to £1.2bn by 
2012. ITV Studios currently produces programmes such as Coronation 

Street, Emmerdale and Heartbeat. 


In contrast, the BBC has implemented a Window of Creative Competition (WOCC), a 
25% proportion over and above the 25% Ofcom quota in which the BBC's in-house 
production and independent producers can compete. The BBC produces shows such 
as All Creatures Great and Small and F***off I'm a Hairy Woman. 


Channel 4 commissions all programmes from independent producers. 
Independent productionieait] 


As a consequence of the launch of Channel 4 in 1982, and the 2596 independent quota 
from the Broadcasting Act 1990, an independent production sector has grown in the UK. 
Notable companies include Talkback Thames, Endemol UK, Hat Trick Productions, 

and Tiger Aspect Productions. A full list can be seen here: Category:Television 
production companies of the United Kingdom 


History[edit] 
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Alexandra Palace, the headquarters of the BBC Television Service from 1936. 
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A plaque at Alexandra Palace commemorating the birthplace of generally receivable television. 
Here, 'high definition’ refers to the 405-line television system rather than modern-day high- 
definition. 


Timelinereait] 


See also: Category:British television series by decade, Category:British television by 
year, and List of years in television 


BSB was received via an antenna known as a squarial. Despite the service ceasing in 1992, and 
the two Marcopolo satellites having since moved, squarials are still occasionally seen. 
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Regulation 
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Following mechanical television test transmissions starting in 
1926, the first official BBC television broadcast is made.!s4 


The BBC launches electronic television broadcasts, the BBC. 
Television Service, from Alexandra Palace. The picture format 
is monochrome, 405-line, and the transmission analogue 
terrestrial VHF. The service rebrands to BBC TV in 1960. 


Community Antenna TV launches in Bristol and Kingston upon 
Hull, the UK's first cable services, distributing the 405 line service 


The BBC Television Service ceases from September 1939 to June 
1946, during World War Ill 


The Independent Television Authority (ITA) is appointed to 
oversee the creation of ITV by the Television Act 1954 


ITV, the UK's second channel, begins when Associated- 
Rediffusion, the first ITV franchise, launches. ITV is initially 
arranged as 14 regional franchises, with three of these (London, 
Midlands and North) being further split into weekday and 
weekend franchises. The franchisees launch between September 
1955 and September 1962, the franchise holders being 
Associated-Rediffusion, Associated TeleVision (holds two 
franchises, ATV London and ATV Midlands), Associated British 
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Corporation, Granada Television, Scottish Television, Television 
Wales and the West, Southern Television, Tyne Tees 
Television, Anglia Television, Ulster Television, Westward 
Television, Border Television, Grampian Television, Channel 
Television and Wales (West and North) Television 


BBC2 launches, in a higher definition 625-line format (576i). As it 
is broadcast in UHF frequencies and a different format, owners of 
405 line TVs are unable to receive it. Simultaneously, BBC TV 
rebrands to BBC1 


Rediffusion Vision start a 625-line cable service 


The 1966 World Cup Final broadcasts on BBCI1 and ITV, with 
32.3 million viewers in total making it the most watched 
broadcast 


Colour transmissions begin on BBC2 using the PAL format 


The ITA made changes to the ITV franchises: the 
weekday/weekend split for the Midlands and North franchises is 


removed, but the North was split into North West and Yorkshire. 
From 1968, Telefusion Yorkshire held the new Yorkshire 
franchise. Thames Television was created for the London 
weekday franchise, formed from ABC and Rediffusion. London 
Weekend Television replaced the London weekend franchise 
holder, ATV. 


The ITV Emergency National Service replaces the regional ITV 
network in August 1968 due to strike action as a consequence of 
the implementation of the franchise changes 


Colour transmissions begin on BBC1 and ITV 


The Apollo 11 moon landing broadcasts on BBC1, BBC2 and ITV, 
1969 | Programming | listed as the Greatest TV Moment in a 1999 list compiled by 
Channel 4 


The Sound Broadcasting Act 1972 reconstitutes the ITA as 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority 


1972 | Regulation 


1972 Analogue Licenses issued for experimental community cable stations 
cable in Bristol, Greenwich, Sheffield, Swindon and Wellingborough 
1974 Bou Ceefax and ORACLE, the UK's first teletext services, launch 


terrestrial 


Fawlty Towers firsts broadcasts, listed as the Greatest British 
1975 | Programming | Television Programme in a list compiled by the British Film 
Institute in 2000 


Almost all ITV broadcasts and production ceased due to a 10- 
week industrial dispute. When programming resumed on 24 


1979 ann oue October, there was a lack of original programming, so ITV 
terrestrial on à 
showed repeats of 3-2-1. Original programming resumes two and 
a half months later 
ITV franchise changes took effect: Central Independent 
Television was created from a restructured ATV. Television 
1982 Analogue South (TVS) replaced Southern Television. Television South 
terrestrial West (TSW) replaced Westward Television. A new national ITV 
franchise is created for breakfast television, and awarded to TV- 
am 
Launch of Channel 4 and SAC, the UK's second and third 
Analogue independent channels. SAC broadcast to Wales, and Channel 4 
1982 terreal the remainder of the country. The ITV companies sold Channel 


4's airtime until the end of 1992. ITV and Channel 4 cross- 
promoted each other's programmes until 1998. 
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The two-station analogue terrestrial VHF transmissions cease on 
3 January! 


Issue of franchises to local cable operators, which will eventually 
merge to become Virgin Media and WightFibre 


Sky launches, a subscription satellite service, with pay-per- 
view movies and events 


The Broadcasting Act 1990 abolishes the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority and Cable Authority and replaces them 
with the Independent Television Commission. The Act makes 
mergers between ITV franchises possible - the regional 
franchises will ultimately consolidate to ITV plc (holds 13 
franchises) and STV Group (2 franchises). Most Franchises that 
would ultimately be owned by ITV plc adopt the ITV1 brand in 
2001, and drop regional identity in 2002. The two STV Group 
franchises standardise on the STV brand in 2006, with Channel 
Television taking on the ITV1 brand despite being independent of 
ITV plc at that time. 


BSB launches, a subscription 5-channel satellite service 


Two ITV regions and Channel 4 broadcast stereo sound 
transmissions using NICAM, with the rest of the ITV network 
following in the next couple of years. The BBC launches NICAM 
stereo broadcasting on 31 August, having started test 
transmissions in 1986 


After merging with Sky, BSkyB ceases transmissions on BSB's old 
satellite 


Ghostwatch broadcasts on BBC1, listed as the Most Controversial 
TV Moment in a 2005 list compiled by Channel 4. The 
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programme had 2,215 complaints following the broadcast 


ITV franchise changes took effect: Westcountry 

Television replaced Television South West; Carlton 

Television replaced Thames Television; Meridian 

Broadcasting replaced Television South; Good Morning 
Television replaced TV-am; Teletext Ltd replaced ORACLE, the 
national teletext franchise holder 


Channel 5 launches; it is the UK's first terrestrial broadcaster to 
also launch on Sky 


BSkyB launches SkyDigital, now marketed as Sky TV, the UK's 
first digital satellite service. Unlike the analogue service, it 
includes an Electronic Programme Guide, interactive TV and text 
services, widescreen picture format from certain channels (16:9), 
audio description and near video-on-demand pay-per-view movie 
channels. This also sees the BBC, Channel 4 and S4C to 
broadcast via satellite for the first time; as such, Channel 4 
becomes available in Wales, and a new Welsh-only version of 
S4C broadcasts nationally. The BBC is initially encrypted and 
non-regional; it will drop encryption and launch regional 
variations from May 2003. [TV will not join SkyDigital until 
October 2001.52 SkyDigital launches with around 200 TV or radio 
channels 


Launch of OnDigital, a subscription digital terrestrial service 


NTL, Telewest and Cable & Wireless begin digital cable services 
with similar characteristics to Sky Digital. Unlike Sky Digital, 
cable remains a regional service, carrying all versions of BBC 
channels and ITV 


Kingston Interactive Television (KIT), the UK's first IPTV service, 
launches in Hull. It is the UK's first video on demand service 
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BSkyB ceases its analogue satellite service 


Closure of ITV Digital (né OnDigital) 


Launch of Freeview, a free digital terrestrial service to replace 
ITV Digital 


The Communications Act 2003 abolishes the Independent 
Television Commission and replaces it with Ofcom 


Launch of Top Up TV, a subscription service on digital terrestrial 


Merger of NTL and Telewest; they will later merge with Virgin 
Mobile and relaunch as Virgin Media 


The UK's first public high-definition broadcasts, as BBC and ITV 
show the 2006 FIFA World Cup in high-definition via 
NTL:Telewest 


Kingston Communications cease KIT 


Launch of BT Vision, a subscription video on demand service 
combined with a Freeview receiver. It later rebrands to BT TV 


BSkyB launches Sky Anytime, a program to download television 
shows to PCs via the Internet, for subscribers to Sky TV. It later 
rebrands to Sky Go 


Channel 4 launches 4 on Demand, allowing free and paid-for 
downloads via the Internet of television shows. It later rebrands 
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to All 4 


ITV relaunch itv.com as an on-demand portal. It later rebrands to 
ITV Hub 


The digital switchover begins as a consequence of switching off 
analogue terrestrial UHF transmissions 


The BBC launches BBC iPlayer, a tool for watching BBC 
programmes online 


Freesat launches, a free satellite television service 


Virgin Media closes the last analogue cable areas 


Lovefilm Instant, a streaming TV service, launches in December. 
It will later be integrated with Amazon's website and rebrand as 
Prime Video. 7% 


Netflix launches their streaming TV service in the UK" 


Analogue terrestrial UHF transmissions cease in all regions. 


Closed and aborted television providersieait] 
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The following Internet TV services have closed: 
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The following services were aborted before launch: 


Sky Picnic, a proposed subscription digital terrestrial service from Sky in 2007 


'Project Kangaroo', an Internet TV service announced by the BBC, ITV and Channel 4 
in 2007. It later launched as SeeSaw. 


Analogue terrestrial television[edit] 


Crystal Palace transmitter. Constructed in 1956, it is the main transmitter for London. 
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Digital switchover progress across the UK 


[] Switchover complete. 


Main article: Analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


Analogue TV was transmitted via VHF (1936) and later UHF (1964) radio waves, with 
analogue broadcasts ending in 2012. 


VHF transmissions started in 1936 and closed in 1985 (with a gap 1939-1946), carrying 
two channels. The launch channel was the BBC Television Service, known as BBC 1 
since 1964. This was joined by Independent Television, a network of regional franchises 
launching between 1955 and 1962. The channels transmitted in monochrome using 

the 405-line television system at 25 frames per second, initially with an aspect ratio of 
5:4, switching to 4:3 in 1950. 


UHF transmissions started in 1964 and closed in 2012. The launch channel was BBC 2. 
This would be joined by BBC 1, the ITV network, Channel 4 or SAC in Wales, Channel 

5 as well as a network of local TV channels. Transmissions started using the System 

I standard, a 625-line monochrome picture at 25 frames/second (576i) and a 4:3 aspect 
ratio. Technical advancements included colour (1967), teletext (1974), and stereo 
sound (1991). The drive to switch viewers from analogue to digital transmissions was a 
process called the digital switchover. 


Whilst there are no longer any analogue broadcasts in the UK, a PAL signal may be 
present in closed RF distribution systems, e.g. a video feed from an intercom in a block 
of flats, or a security system. 
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Defunct channelsrieait] 


There are around 100 defunct British channels. For a list, see List of former TV channels 


in the UK or Category:Defunct British television channels. 
Commentary(edit] 
The rise of television in the UK[ edit] 


This section needs 


“> 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (January 2008) 


The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was established in 1927 to develop radio 
broadcasting, and inevitably became involved in TV in 1936. The BBC is funded by 
income from a "Broadcast Receiving Licence" purchased by UK residents. The cost of 
this is set by agreement with the UK Government. 


Television caught on in the United Kingdom in 1947, but its expansion was slow. By 
1951, with only two transmitters, near London and Birmingham, only 99^ of British 
homes owned a television set. The United Kingdom was the first country in the world to 
have a regular daily television schedule direct to homes and it was the first to have 
technical professions to work on TVs. (A. Smith, Television: An International 

History 1995) 


Up until 1972, television broadcasting hours were tightly regulated by the British 
government, under the control of the Postmaster General. Before the launch of the 
commercial channel ITV in 1955, the BBC was restricted by law to just five hours 
maximum of television in a day. This was increased at the launch of the commercial 
channel ITV to a 7-hour broadcasting day for both channels. Gradually the number of 
hours were increased. Typically during the late 1960s the law regulated a 50-hour 
broadcasting week for all television channels in the UK. This meant BBC1, BBC2 and ITV 
could only broadcast normal programming for 7 hours a day Mondays to Fridays, and 
7.5 hours a day on Saturdays and Sundays. 


Until 1957, television in the United Kingdom could not air from 6.00pm-7.00pm. This 
was called "Toddler's Truce", where the idea was that parents could put their children to 
bed, before prime time television would commence. This restriction was lifted in 1957. 
However, on Sundays, television remained off the air from 6.00pm-7.00pm. This was in 
response to religious leaders fears that television would interfere with people attending 
church services. In 1958 a compromise was reached, where only religious programming 
could be aired during this time slot. This restriction was lifted in January 1972.98: 


The Postmaster General allowed exemptions to the regulations. All schools 
programming, adult education, religious programming, state occasions, political 
broadcasts and Welsh language programming were totally exempt from the restrictions. 
Sport and outside broadcasting events were given a separate quota of broadcasting 
hours which could be used in a year, starting off at 200 hours a year in the mid 1950s, 
rising to a quota of 350 hours a year by the late 1960s. Broadcasting on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Eve and New Year's Day were also exempt from 
the tightly controlled restrictions. 


The election of a conservative government in June 1970 brought in changes to the 
control of broadcasting hours. At first the typical broadcasting day was extended to 8 
hours a day, with an increase in exemptions over Christmas and an increase in the 


sport/outside broadcasting quota. On 19 January 1972, the then Minister for Posts and 
Telecommunications, Christopher Chataway, announced to the British House of 
Commons that all restrictions on broadcasting hours on television would be lifted from 
that day, with the broadcasters allowed to set their own broadcasting hours from then 
on. By November 1972 a full daytime schedule had been launched on ITV from 9.30am 
each day, with the BBC also expanding their schedules to include more daytime 
programming.) 


The UK Government previously appointed people to the BBC's Board of Governors, a 
body responsible for the general direction of the organisation, and appointment of 
senior executives, but not its day-to-day management. From 2007, the BBC 

Trust replaced the Board of Governors. It is operationally independent of BBC 
management and external bodies, and aims to act in the best interests of licence fee 
payers. 


Commercial television was first introduced in the United Kingdom, in 1955. Unlike the 
US, there was a distinct split between advertisements and programming. Advertisers 
purely purchased spots within pre-defined breaks within programming, and had no 
connection to the programme content. The content and nature of adverts being strictly 
controlled by the ITA the body controlling commercial television. 


History of satellite television[edit] 


The first commercial direct-broadcast satellite (DBS, also known as direct-to-home) 
service in the United Kingdom, Sky Television, was launched in 1989 and used the 
newly launched Astra satellite at 19.2? east, providing four analogue TV channels. The 
channels and subsequent VideoCrypt video encryption system used the existing PAL 
broadcast standard, unlike the winner of the UK state DBS licence, British Satellite 
Broadcasting (BSB). 


In 1990, BSB launched, broadcasting five channels (Now, Galaxy, The Movie 

Channel, The Power Station and The Sports Channel) in D-MAC format and using the 
EuroCypher video encryption system which was derived from the General Instruments 
VideoCipher system used in the USA. One of the main selling points of the BSB offering 
was the Squarial, a flat plate antenna and low-noise block converter (LNB). Sky's system 
used conventional and cheaper dish and LNB technology. 


The two companies competed over the UK rights to movies. Sky operated from an 
industrial park in Isleworth in West London, whereas BSB had newly built offices in 
London (Marco Polo House). The two services subsequently merged to form British Sky 
Broadcasting (BSkyB). BSB's D-MAC/EuroCypher system was gradually replaced with 
Sky's VideoCrypt video encryption system. 


In 1994 17% of the group was floated on the London Stock Exchange (with ADRs listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange), and Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation owns a 3596 
sta ke ; [citation needed] 


By 1998, following the launch of several more satellites to Astra's 19.2? east position, 
the number of channels had increased to around 60 and BSkyB launched the first 
subscription-based digital television platform in the UK, offering a range of 300 channels 
broadcast from Astra's new satellite, at 28.2? east position under the brand name Sky 
Digital. BSkyB's analogue service has now been discontinued, with all customers having 
been migrated to Sky Digital. 


In May 2008, a free-to-air satellite service from the BBC and ITV was launched under the 
brand name Freesat, carrying a variety of channels from Astra 28.2?E, including some 
content in HD formats. 


See also[edit] 


ka s 

"b elevision portal 
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EE united Kingdom portal 


Industry bodiesieait] 


e Broadcasting, Entertainment, Cinematograph and Theatre Union (BECTU), National 
Union of Journalists (NUJ) and Equity, trade unions for members of the broadcasting 
industry 

e  Clearcast, performs clearance of television advertising copy and the final 
advertisements. Replaced the Broadcast Advertising Clearance Centre (BACC) on 1 
January 2008 

e Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee, a select committee of the House of 
Commons of the United Kingdom, established in 1997, which oversees 
the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), the government department 
responsible for broadcasting in the UK 

* Digital TV Group (DTG), an industry association for digital television, formed in 1995 

e Digital UK, the body in charge of digital switchover of television in the UK 

e Producers Association for Cinema and Television, 

e Royal Television Society (RTS), a society for the discussion, analysis and 
preservation of television in all its forms, past, present and future, which formed in 
1927 

* United Kingdom Independent Broadcasting (UKIB), an affiliation of independent 
production companies and broadcasters, representing non-BBC interests in 
the European Broadcasting Union 


Genres and programming[eait] 


e Ofcom Code on Sports and Other Listed and Designated Events, regulatory rules 
devised in 1997 which ensure particular sporting events are available for free via 
terrestrial television 

e Sports broadcasting contracts in the United Kingdom 

e British sitcom 

e Soap opera 

e Light entertainment 

e Category:British television-related lists 
o List of American television series based on British television series 

List of British television programmes based on American television series 

List of films based on British television series 

List of films based on British sitcoms 

List of BBC Radio programmes adapted for television, and of television 

programmes adapted for radio 

o List of children's television series in the United Kingdom 

o List of UK game shows 

o List of longest-running UK television series 


Miscellaneousiedit] 


e Appreciation Index (Al), a score between 0 and 100 which measures the public's 
approval of a particular programme, which can be used to measure attitudes to 
programmes with small or niche audiences 

e Broadcast, a weekly trade magazine for the broadcast industry 

e Edinburgh International Television Festival, an annual industry gathering 
in Edinburgh 


e Public service broadcasting in the United Kingdom, broadcasting intended for public 
benefit rather than purely commercial concerns 


e Public information film, government commissioned short films usually shown during 
television advertising breaks 

e Listings and general television magazines Radio Times, Soaplife, TV & Satellite 
Week, TV easy, TV Quick, TVTimes, What's on TV 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ Taking the base Sky EPG TV Channels. A breakdown is impossible due to a) the number 
of platforms, b) duplication of services, c) regional services, d) part time operations, and 
e) audio. For the Sky platform alone, there are basically 485 TV Stations, additionally 57 
"timeshifted versions", 36 HDTV versions, 42 regional TV options, 81 audio channels, and 
5 promotion channels as of mid-2010 

2. ^ Taking the data from note 1 above, this is a very crude estimate 

3. ^ Around 200 additional channels available if manually tuned; see List of free-to-air 
channels at 28°E 

4. ^ Derived from total free satellite households (figure 12) and Freesat sales figures 
(83.13) in Ofcom report 

5. ^ The region counts shown are for the channel overall, and do not account for regions 
which have undergone digital switch-over and hence are digital-only 

6. ^ Count of BBC Two analogue regional variations 
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Freeview 


B Freeview 


Type Joint venture 


Industry Television broadcasting 


Founded 2002 


Headquart London 


ers 


, 


England 


Area United Kingdom 
served 


Key Guy North (Managing Director) 
people 


Products Equipment to receive free-to-air digital 


terrestrial television channels 


Owners Arqiva 
BBC 
ITV plc 
Channel Four Television Corporation 
Sky 


Parent DTV Services Ltd 


Website www .freeview.co.uk 


Freeview is the United Kingdom's digital terrestrial television platform. It is operated 
by DTV Services Ltd, a joint venture between the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Sky and 
transmitter operator Arqiva. It was launched in 2002," taking over the licence from ITV 
Digital which collapsed that year. The service provides consumer access via an aerial to 
the six DTT multiplexes covering the United Kingdom. In April 2014 it had some 60 TV 
channels, 26 digital radio channels, 10 HD channels, six text services, 11 streamed 
channels, and one interactive channel. ana A number of new HD channels launched in 
2014, from a new group of multiplexes awarded to Argiva."! The new HD channels 
were launched in selected areas on 10 December 2013 with a further roll-out during 
2014. 


DTV Services' delivery of standard-definition television and radio is labelled Freeview, 
while its delivery of HDTV is called Freeview HD. Reception of Freeview requires a 
Freeview tuner, either in a separate set-top box or built into the TV set. Since 2008 all 
new TV sets sold in the United Kingdom have a built-in Freeview tuner. Freeview HD 
requires a HDTV-capable tuner. Digital video recorders (DVRs) with a built-in Freeview 
tuner are labelled Freeview+. Depending on model, DVRs and HDTV sets with a 
Freeview tuner may offer standard Freeview or Freeview HD. 


The technical specification for Freeview is published and maintained by the Digital TV 
Group, the industry association for digital TV in the UK which also provide the test and 
conformance regime for Freeview, Freeview + and Freeview HD products. DMOL (DTT 
Multiplex Operators Ltd.), a company owned by the operators of the six DTT multiplexes 
(BBC, ITV, C4, and Arqiva) is responsible for technical platform management and policy, 
including the electronic programme guide and channel numbering." 


Since the completion of the digital switch-over on 24 October 2012, there is no 
terrestrial analogue television being broadcast in the United Kingdom, and all broadcast 
terrestrial TV is delivered through digital terrestrial television. 


History[edit] 
Main article: History of Freeview UK 


Logo used from 2006 to 2015 


Freeview officially launched on 30 October 2002 at 5 am, when the BBC and Crown 
Castle (now Arqiva) officially took over the digital terrestrial television (DTT) licences to 
broadcast on the three multiplexes from the defunct ITV Digital. The founding members 
of DTV Services, who trade as Freeview, were the BBC, Crown Castle UK (now part 

of Argiva) and British Sky Broadcasting. On 11 October 2006, ITV plc and Channel 

4 became equal shareholders. Since then, the Freeview model has been copied 

in Australia and New Zealand. 


Although all pay channels had been closed down on ITV Digital, many free-to-air 
channels continued broadcasting, including the five analogue channels and digital 
channels such as ITV2, ITN News Channel, S4C2, TV Travel Shop and QVC.» With the 
launch of Freeview other channels were broadcast free-to-air, such as: Sky Travel, UK. 
History, Sky News, Sky Sports News, The Hits (now 4Music) and TMF (now Viva) were 
available from the start. BBC Four and the interactive BBC streams were moved to 
multiplex B.2: Under the initial plans, the two multiplexes operated by Crown 

Castle would carry eight channels altogether. The seventh stream became shared by UK 
Bright Ideas and Ftn which launched in February 2003. The eighth stream was left 
unused until April 2004 when the shopping channel Ideal World launched on Freeview. 
There are now 14 streams carried by the two multiplexes, with Multiplex C carrying 6 
streams, and Multiplex D carrying 8. It has recently'^e? been announced that more 
streams are now available on the multiplexes, and that bidding is under way .ctsten needed 


2009 retune@{edit] 


The Freeview service underwent a major upgrade on 30 September 2009, which 
required 18 million households to retune their Freeview receiving equipment.”2 The 
changes, meant to ensure proper reception of Channel 5, led to several thousand 
complaints from people who lost channels (notably ITV3 and ITV4) as a result of 
retuning their equipment. The Freeview website crashed and the call centre was 
inundated as a result of the problems. The change involved an update to the NIT 
(Network Information Table), which some receivers could not accommodate. Many 
thousands of people could not receive some channels. This included 460,000 fed from 
relay stations who lost access to ITV3 and ITV4. Updates were broadcast to 

enable firmware changes, but in some cases the receiver must be left on and receiving 
broadcasts to accept the updates; not everyone was aware of this. 22241 


2014 retunerjeait] 


The Freeview service underwent a major upgrade on 3 September 2014 which required 
18 million households to retune their Freeview receiving equipment, 2228221281191 The 
changes included a reshuffle of the Children's, News, and Interactive genres. 


Channels[edit] 
Main article: List of digital terrestrial television channels (UK) 


The Freeview service broadcasts free-to-air television channels, radio stations and 
interactive services from the existing public service broadcasters. Channels on the 
service include the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 terrestrial channels, as well as 
their digital services. In addition, channels from other commercial operators, such as 
Sky and UKTV, are available, as well as radio services from a number of broadcasters. 


The full range of channels broadcast via digital terrestrial television includes some pay 
television services such as BoxNation and Racing UK. These channels, although 
available only to subscribers with appropriate equipment, are listed in the on- 

screen electronic programme guides displayed by many Freeview receivers but cannot 
be viewed. 


The link above gives a full up-to-date list of channels, but, as of June 2018, they total 90 
Freeview, 15 Freeview HD and 33 radio. 


Reception equipment[edit] 
Receivers|cdit] 


To receive Freeview, either a television with an integrated digital tuner or an older 
analogue television with a suitable Freeview-branded set-top box is required. 


Aerialieait] 


An aerial is required for viewing any broadcast television transmissions. For all 
transmissions indoor, loft-mounted, and external aerials are available. In regions of 
strong signal an indoor aerial may be adequate; in marginal areas a high-gain external 
aerial mounted high above the ground with an electronic amplifier at its top may be 
needed. 


Aerial requirements for analogue (the old standard) and digital reception in the UK are 
identical; there is no such thing as a special "digital aerial", although installers and 
suppliers often falsely say one is necessary. As the signal degrades, the analogue 
picture degrades gradually, but the digital picture holds up well then suddenly becomes 
unwatchable; an aerial which gave poor analogue viewing may give unwatchable, rather 
than poor, digital viewing, and need replacing, at a cost of typically £80 to £180, most 
of which is fitting cost. An aerial intended for external use may be fitted indoors if there 
is space and the signal is strong enough.24 


Services| edit] 


The Digital TV Group, the industry association for digital television in the UK, is 
responsible for co-ordination between Freeview and other digital services. 22) 


The original Freeview was later expanded with additional facilities (Freeview), high- 
definition channels (Freeview HD), and Internet connectivity (Freeview Play). All services 
remain available; the original Freeview equipment will work (unenhanced) in the same 
way it always did. 


Freeviewredit] 


The original Freeview service allowed a large number of digital television channels to be 
received on a compatible television receiver, set-top box, or personal video recorder. An 
electronic programme guide was available. Freeview channels are not encrypted and 
can be received by anyone in the UK. There is no additional charge to receive Freeview 
but it is a legal obligation to hold a current television licence to watch or record TV as it 
is being broadcast. 


A subscription-based DTT service, Top Up TV, launched in March 2004. The Top Up TV 
service was not connected with the Freeview service, but ran alongside it on the DTT 
platform and was included in the Freeview EPG; programmes could be received on some 
Freeview set-top boxes and televisions equipped with a card slot or CI slot. Top Up TV 
was replaced in 2006, by a service that did not run on Freeview equipment. 


Freeview HD(egit] 


Freeview HD comprises a number of high-definition versions of existing channels. It 
requires a different high-definition tuner, and does not supersede or replace standard 
Freeview. 


Channels[edit] 
See also: List of HD channels in the United Kingdom 


With two channels (BBC HD and ITV HD) Freeview HD completed a "technical launch" 
on 2 December 2009 from Winter Hill (as a full power service) and Crystal Palace (as a 
reduced power temporary service). It operates on multiplex BBC B (aka Multiplex B or 
PSB3). The service was broadcast to all regions by the end of 2012.21 Channel 4 

HD commenced test broadcasts on 25 March 2010 with an animated caption, ahead of 
its full launch on 30 March 2010, coinciding with the commercial launch of Freeview HD. 
251261 54C Clirlun launched on 30 April 2010, in Wales, where Channel 4 HD did not 
broadcast.?? STV HD launched in Scotland, where ITV HD does not broadcast, on 6 June 
2010.25 SAC Clirlun closed on 1 December 2012, allowing Channel 4 HD to begin 
broadcasting in Wales.221 


Five HD was due to launch during 2010 but was unable to reach 'key criteria' to keep its 
slot.»»:: Spare allocation on multiplex B was handed over to the BBC, two years from 
the date when it was anticipated that further capacity on multiplex B would revert to 
the control of the BBC Trust. On 3 November 2010, BBC One HD launched on Freeview 
HD. Initially it was available in addition to the existing BBC HD channel, which 
continued to show the "best of the rest" of the BBC in HD. However, BBC HD was 
replaced by BBC Two HD on 26 March 2013.22 


Until 17 October 2011, the Commercial Public Service Broadcasters had the opportunity 
to apply to Ofcom to provide an additional HD service from between 28 November 2011 
and 1 April 2012.54 Channel 5 HD was the sole applicant,22 with the aim of launching in 
spring or early summer 2012.22 On 15 December 2011, Channel 5 dropped its bid to 
take the fifth slot after being unable to resolve "issues of commercial importance". 

871 Subject to any future Ofcom decision to re-advertise the slot, the capacity will remain 
with the BBC and can be used by it for BBC services or services provided by a third 


party via a commercial arrangement.#2! The BBC temporarily used the space to 
broadcast a high definition simulcast of their main Freeview red button feed for the 
duration of the 2012 Summer Olympics,5? followed by a channel from Channel 4 for 
the 2012 Summer Paralympics. On 13 June 2013, the BBC temporarily launched a 
high-definition red button stream in the vacant space. 


On 16 July 2013, Ofcom announced that up to 10 new HD channels would be launched 
by early 2014, using new capacity made available by the digital switchover. This 
provided additional spectrum in the 600Mhz band for additional DVB-T2 multiplexes, 
reaching up to 70% of the UK population. At the same time, the BBC announced that 
they would provide five new HD channels due to the newly available capacity: BBC 
Three HD, BBC Four HD, CBBC HD, CBeebies HD and BBC News HD. BBC Three HD and 
CBBC HD launched to all viewers on 10 December 2013 using the capacity released by 
the Red Button HD service, and the other BBC channels launched in some regions, 
expanding to 70% UK coverage by June 2014.43 


Channel 5 HD finally launched on Freeview on 4 May 2016 
Technical[ edit] 


The Digital TV Group publishes and maintains the UK technical specification for high- 
definition services on digital terrestrial television (Freeview) based on the new DVB-T2 
standard. The specification is known as the D-book. Freeview HD is the first operational 
TV service in the world using the DVB-T2 standard. This standard is incompatible with 
DVB-T, and can only be received using compatible reception equipment.“ Some 
television receivers sold before the HD launch claimed to be "HD-ready", but this usually 
implies that the screen can display HD, rather than that DVB-T2 signals can be 

received - a suitable tuner (typically built into a STB or PVR) is additionally required. 
Freeview HD set-top boxes and televisions are available. To qualify for the Freeview HD 
logo, receivers will need to be IPTV-capable and display Freeview branding, including 
the logo, on the electronic programme guide screen. The Freeview HD trademark 
requirements state that any manufacturer applying for the Freeview HD logo should 
submit their product to the Digital TV Group's test centre (DTG Testing) for conformance 
testing. 


On 2 February 2010, Vestel became the first manufacturer to gain Freeview HD 
certification, for the Vestel T8300 set top box.“ Humax released the first Freeview HD 
reception equipment, the Humax HD-FOX T2, on 13 February 2010.44 


It was announced on 10 February 2009, that the signal would be encoded with MPEG-4 
AVC High Profile Level 4, which supports up to 1080i30/1080p30, so 1080p50 cannot be 
used.& The system has been designed from the start to allow regional variations in the 
broadcast schedule. Services are statistically multiplexed - bandwidth is dynamically 
allocated between channels, depending on the complexity of the images - with the aim 
of maintaining a consistent quality, rather than a specific bit rate. Video for each 
channel can range between 3 Mbit/s and 17 Mbit/s. AAC or Dolby Digital Plus audio is 
transmitted at 384 kb/s for 5.1 surround sound, with stereo audio at 128-192 kbit/s; 
audio description takes up 64 kbit/s, subtitles 200 kbit/s and the data stream, for 
interactive applications 50 kbit/s.“= Recording sizes for Freeview HD television 
transmissions average around 3 GB per hour.“ Between 22 and 23 March 2011, an 
encoder software change allowed the Freeview version of BBC HD to automatically 
detect progressive material and change encoding mode appropriately, meaning the 
channel can switch to 1080p25. This was extended to all of the other Freeview HD 
channels in October 2011. 


To ensure provision of audio description, broadcasters typically use the AAC codec. 

5: Hardware restrictions allow only a single type of audio decoder to operate at any one 
time, so the main audio and the audio description must use the same encoding family 
for them to be successfully combined at the receiver. In the case of BBC HD, the main 
audio is coded as AAC-LC and only the audio description is encoded as HE-AAC. 

52 Neither AAC nor Dolby Digital Plus codecs are supported by most home AV 
equipment, which typically accept Dolby Digital or DTS, leaving owners with stereo, 
rather than surround sound, output. Transcoding from AAC to Dolby Digital or DTS and 
multi-channel output via HDMI was not originally necessary for Freeview HD 
certification. As of June 2010 the DTG D-Book includes the requirement for mandatory 
transcoding when sending audio via S/PDIF, and for either transcoding or multi- 
channel PCM audio when sending it via HDMI in order for manufacturers to gain 
Freeview HD certification from April 2011.5: Thus equipment sold as Freeview HD before 
April 2011 may not deliver surround sound to audio equipment (some equipment may, 
but this is not mandatory); later equipment must be capable of surround sound 
compatible with most suitable audio equipment. 


In early February 2011, it was announced that one million Freeview HD set-top boxes 
had been sold. 


Copy protection| edit] 


In August 2009 the BBC wrote to Ofcom after third-party content owners asked the BBC 
to undertake measures to ensure that all Freeview HD boxes would include copy 
protection systems as required by the Digital TV Group's D-Book, which sets technical 
standards for digital terrestrial television in the UK.5: The BBC proposed to ensure 
compliance with copy-protection standards on the upgraded Freeview HD multiplex by 
compressing the service information (SI) data, which receivers need to understand the 
TV services in the data stream. To encourage boxes to adopt copy protection, the BBC 
made its own look-up tables and decompression algorithm, necessary for decoding the 
EPG data on high-definition channels, available without charge only to manufacturers 
who implement the copy-protection technology. This technology would control the way 
HD films and TV shows are copied onto, for example Blu-ray discs, and shared with 
others over the internet. No restrictions will be placed on standard-definition services. In 
a formal written response, Ofcom principal advisor Greg Bensberg said that wording of 
the licence would probably need to be changed to reflect the fact that this new 
arrangement is permitted. The BBC had suggested that as an alternative to the SI 
compression scheme, the Freeview HD multiplex may have to adopt encryption. 
Bensberg said that it would appear "inappropriate to encrypt public service broadcast 
content on DTT". 


On 14 June 2010, Ofcom agreed to allow the BBC to limit the full availability of its own 

and other broadcasters' high definition (HD) Freeview services to receivers that control 
how HD content can be used.5€ Ofcom concluded that the decision to accept the BBC's 
request will deliver net benefits to licence-holders by ensuring they have access to the 
widest possible range of HD television content on DTT. 


Freeview HD Recorder{edit] 


Freeview HD Recorder (formerly Freeview -, originally named Freeview 
Playback) is the marketing name for Freeview-capable digital video recorders with 
some enhancements over the original Freeview. 


All recorders are required to include the following features in addition to standard 
Freeview: 


e At least eight-day electronic programme guide (EPG) 

e Series link (one timer to record whole series) 

e Record split programmes as one programme 

e Offer to record related programme 

e Record alternative showing if there is a time conflict 

e Schedule changes updated in standby (e.g. scheduled recording starting early) 

e Accurate Recording (AR, equivalent to PDC) - programmes are recorded based on 
signals from the broadcaster rather than scheduled time. (Since this is based on 
signals from the broadcaster, the broadcaster can prevent recording by sending 
nonsense signals as a form of copy protection, as already happens on music 
channels. However, this can be circumvented by specifying a timer recording 
instead of a programme recording or by connecting the receiver to a traditional 
videocassette recorder. )!etaton needed 


Freeview Play(edit] 


Bb eeeviewPloy 


FreeviewPlay logo 


Freeview Play adds Internet connectivity to the existing services. 


It combines catch-up TV (BBC iPlayer, ITV Hub, All 4, My5 and UKTV Play), on demand 
and live television? on a variety of TV and set-top boxes, via the user's standard 
broadband Internet connection. The technology is an open standard, but with prominent 
Freeview Play branding. The service launched in October 2015 on compliant equipment, 
initially 2015 Panasonic TV receivers and Humax set-top boxes, including existing 
models with a software update. Other manufacturers were announcing new models 
"later this [2015] year". The 2017 specification for Freeview Play includes support 

for HDR video using Hybrid Log-Gamma (HLG), when playing on demand broadband 
content. 


See also[edit] 


Television portal 


Sr 
=tSunitea Kingdom portal 


e YouView 

e BTTV 

e Virgin Media 

e Freesat 

e Freesat from Sky 
e Now TV 


e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
e Saorview 
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History of Freeview UK 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Freeview is the name for the collection of free-to-air services on the Digital Terrestrial 
Television platform in the United Kingdom. The service was launched at 5 am on 30 
October 2002 and is jointly operated by its five equal shareholders - BBC, ITV, Channel 
4, BSkyB and transmitter operator Argiva. This article documents the history of the 
Freeview service, from its inception up to the present. 


2002[edit] 


Following the collapse of ITV Digital, the Independent Television Commission re- 
advertised the licenses for the three multiplexes (MUX B, C and D) that had been used 


by ITV Digital. On 16 August 2002 the licenses were granted to members of the 
Freeview consortium, with BBC getting multiplex B and Crown Castle getting 
multiplexes C and D.#! 


Although all pay channels had been closed down on ITV Digital, many free-to-air 
channels continued broadcasting, including the five analogue channels, the digital BBC 
channels, ITV2, the ITN News Channel, S4C2, TV Travel Shop and QVC. 


Freeview launched on 30 October 2002 at 5 am. Sky Travel, UK History, Sky News, Sky 
Sports News, The Hits and TMF were available on the launch, however many channels 
originally available have since been removed. BBC Four and the interactive BBC 
streams were moved to multiplex B.5! Under the initial plans, the two multiplexes 
operated by Crown Castle would carry eight channels altogether. 


2003[edit] 


In February 2003 BBC Three replaced BBC Choice, which since February the previous 
year had no longer contained children's programming, as the job was fulfilled by 
the CBBC and CBeebies channels. 


The seventh stream became shared by UK Bright Ideas and Ftn which launched in 
February 2003. The eighth stream was left unused until April 2004 when the shopping 
channel Ideal World launched on Freeview. There are now 13 streams carried by the two 
multiplex, with Multiplex C carrying 5 streams, and Multiplex D carrying 8. 


2004[edit] 


Pay television returned to the terrestrial platform in March 2004 when Top Up 

TV launched. The BBC and Crown Castle multiplexes were at the time not allowed to 
broadcast pay channels, so the new service broadcast on multiplex A and Channel 4's 
half of multiplex 2.4 The autumn of 2004 saw the launch of two new free-to-air 
entertainment channels; ABC1 in September and ITV3 in November. ITV3 was the 
replacement for Plus on platforms other than Freeview. 


2005[edit] 


In early 2005, two new channel streams became available on the two Crown Castle 
multiplexes. ITV and Channel 4 won one stream each. ITV used their channel to 
broadcast Men & Motors. Channel 4's entertainment channel E4 had up until this time 
been broadcast as part of the Top Up TV package, and at this time it was decided that 
E4 would be made free-to-air, as well as being available on Freeview along with E4 +1 
which was launched at the same time in the newly acquired stream. They also launched 


a live stream of the Big Brother house, which was later replaced by quiz channel Quiz 


Ca | | [citation needed] 


In the autumn of 2005 Channel 4 and ITV joined the Freeview consortium. They also 
launched two new channels, More4 and ITV4, respectively. Sky replaced Sky Travel with 
the broader entertainment channel Sky Three. tctsten zeezed 


Another stream became available on the Crown Castle multiplexes. Channel 4 won the 
bidding for this stream, which reportedly reached £12 million per year.9 The space was 
initially used to broadcast More4 +1. 


The ITV News Channel had seen its broadcasting hours reduced to daytime after the 
launch of ITV4. It stopped broadcasting on 23 December 2005 at 6 pm and the space 
was taken over by CITV in March 2006. !xtatienneeden 


2006[edit] 


ITV Play was launched in April 2006, and Men & Motors was taken off Freeview to make 
way for this to happen. FilmFour ceased its subscription service in mid-2006. Also, at 
the same time, it launched on Freeview and changed its name on all platforms to Film4, 
and introduced commercials during films for the first time. It also reduced its 
broadcasting hours to 12:45 - 08:45 so National Lottery Extra and Gems TV could 
launch. On Freeview, it replaced More4 +1, although the space was briefly used for Big 
Brother coverage before it was launched on Freeview. 


Five had bought a stake in the company behind the Top Up TV service, and in the 
autumn of 2006 it was restructured into a video on demand service. This made space 
for Five to launch two new channels in October, which were Five Life and Five US (now 
known as 5* and 5 USA respectively) “4 


Quiz Call was sold in November 2006, however because the deal did not include the 
Freeview slot it meant it had to close down. The space was then used by Film4 +1. [tetten 


needed] 


2007([edit] 


ITV Play stopped programs in the early hours of 6 March 2007. Originally, it was to 
return later in March, but it was decided it would close down for good, with it being 
removed from the EPG on 16 March 2007. The slot got reused for a one-hour timeshift 
of ITV2, ITV2 +1, shortly afterwards. 


Channel 4 replaced Film4 +1 with Channel 4 +1 in August 2007.™ Disney decided to 
leave Freeview and unexpectedly closed down ABCI shortly after midday on 26 
September 2007, days before it was supposed to close down on 1 October 2007.24 


Ftn was replaced by Virgin1, UKTV Bright Ideas was closed down, UKTV History had its 
broadcasting hours restricted to daytime and UKTV G2 was launched on Freeview under 
the new name Dave.” 


Additionally, in December 2007, the Jewellery Channel was made available on Freeview 
on channel 44. 


2008[edit] 


CITV eventually moved into ABCI's old space, allowing ITV4 to broadcast 24/7. Because 
the slot that CITV moved into would interfere with SAC if available in Wales, it means 


that CITV can now only be received using Freeview in England, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. CITV continues to be available in Wales on all other platforms.24 


The Jewellery Channel was removed in May 2008 because the broadcast license was not 
renewed, and was replaced by a second stream of Gems TV, which was referred to 
inside the EPG as "GEMSTV1". 


The Hits was renamed 4Music in August 2008.53 


2009[edit] 


In January 2009, price-drop tv was replaced by Quest, gambling service Super 

Casino launched in new space on the SDN multiplex, Turner channel Nuts TV was closed 
and replaced with four-hours of news channel CNN International, and Arqiva announced 
that their latest new channel slot had been sold to UKTV who now use it to 

broadcast Dave ja vu (originally Dave +1, and is a one-hour timeshift of Dave). 

Then, Russia Today TV announced that they were going to broadcast for a small amount 
of time during the day, timesharing with Dave +1. Also, January saw NETPLAY TV launch 
on channel 49, timesharing with Super Casino on 48. This shows Rocks&Co and various 

JML presentations throughout the day. Finally, Directgov launched on channel 106. '< 


needed] 


Quest, was due to launch on Channel 47 on 14 May. Following the broadcast of a 
preview loop from 7 am, the channel launch was suspended at 10 am by its channel 
owners, who stated that the channel would be delayed until later in the year due "to a 
number of commercial factors". !t#tie222edea The channel successfully launched on 30 
September 2009. 


After Quest was launched, Film4 broadcast hours were extended to 9:45 am to 8:45 am 
(although films were only broadcast between 11 am and around 4 am), as Gems TV 
changed its schedule to broadcast during Quest's downtime (between 1 am and 11 am). 
Film4 now, instead of closing down in downtime hours, instead broadcasts teleshopping 
or an animated caption stating it will return at 11 am. Around the same time, Gems TV 
ceased its second stream and was replaced by extended coverage of CNN. 


On 20 May Virgin1 went 24 hours on Freeview, with a timeshifted version of the channel 
on channel 35 between 6 pm and 6 am. However, it was, later in the year, reduced back 
to 9 am to 7 pm in Wales and to 7 am to 3 am for the rest of the UK, allowing Tease Me 
TV to launch.24 


On 15 July 2009, quiz channel Big Deal launched on channel 37 between 10 pm and 
5 am, timesharing with Create and Craft and Russia Today.ettenneeden 


Freeview underwent a major multiplex re-configuration on 30 September 2009, which 
required all Freeview users to retune.“2 This cleared multiplex B (aka PSB3 aka BBCB) to 
run in DVB-T2 mode, and moved all BBC television and radio services to multiplex PSB1 
(BBCA) in post-DSO areas. Five moved to multiplex 2/PSB2/D3+4, swapping with ITV3 
which ended up on multiplex A/COM4/SDN. ITV4 moved to Multiplex D/COM6 swapping 
with ITV2 +1, which ended up on Multiplex 2/PSB2 (in ITV plc areas ITV2 +1 moved to 
LCN 33 in anticipation that it would become ITV1 +1).22 18 million households were 
required to retune their television sets on or after midday on 30 September.» The 
changes lead to several hundred complaints from people who had lost channels as a 
result of retuning their equipment.24 


To make room for the HD channels, the number of interactive BBC streams was reduced 
from 4 to 2 in pre-DSO areas and 1 in post-DSO areas, and the Community 


Channel became inaccessible to post-DSO areas. However, as the Community Channel 
later switched multiplexes from B to C, it was restored to post-DSO areas. 


Freeview HD started broadcasting on 2 December 2009, when BBC HD and ITV 
HD started transmission to parts of the country.22 


2010[edit] 


In February 2010 National Lottery Extra ceased to exist. The channel was replaced by 
extended coverage of Film4, which became 24/7 once the channel stopped, but 
continued to show just teleshopping and animated captions between around 4 am and 
11 am. 


Channel 4 HD joined the platform on 30 March 2010.23 A few days later, on 2 April, ITV1 
HD launched as a standard channel on all platforms. The high-definition version of S4C, 
Clirlun, launched on 30 April 2010. 


Five HD was originally planned to be the fourth HD channel to launch on Freeview. But 
in March, it was revealed that Five HD would not be launching in 2010. The other 
applicant, Film4 HD, was also unable to launch. The commercial public service 
broadcasters will be able apply to the launch of another HD service in 2012, when a fifth 
HD stream is expected to become available.2% 


The fourth HD channel slot was automatically given to the BBC, who, on 28 May, 
announced that they intended to use the space to launch a high-definition simulcast of 
BBC One in the autumn.24 


During June 2010, 4TVInteractive ceased broadcasting on the platform on channel 300. 
It was used to provide up to 14 days worth of EPG data to compatible receivers between 
3 am and 4 am. Receivers which relied solely on this data and are not compatible with 
the standard 8-day EPG requirement for products with digital tick are no longer able to 
provide advance EPG data. 


On 1 July 2010, Al-Jazeera English launched on the platform! and Russia 
Today extended its hours to broadcast 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


During August 2010, Sky Sports 1 and 2 were made available on digital terrestrial 
television via BT Vision and Top Up TV. 


On 23 August 2010, Sky Sports News was removed from the platform due to it 
becoming a pay TV channel. The slot was then reused for a 1-hour timeshift of Sky3, 
called Sky3 +1. 


On Friday 3 September 2010, Virginl changed their name to Channel One. This was 
because its new owner, Sky, was not entitled to use the Virgin name in their channels. 


On the midnight after 13 November 2010, CNN International was removed from 
Freeview. 


On 30 November 2010, S4C2 was removed from Freeview, for this being because its live 
coverage from the National Eisteddfod and Royal Welsh show would be more heavily 
featured on the main S4C channel. It ceased broadcasting on all remaining platforms on 
6 December 2010. 


2011 [edit] 


ITV launched their timeshift channel for ITV1 which is called ITV1 +1 on 11 January 
2011. To make way for the timeshift, ITV2 +1 no longer broadcast for 24 hours a day 


and changed its hours to 7 pm to 6 am. However, ITV2 +1 restored its 24/7 status on 2 
August 2011 as a new eleventh stream became available on the multiplex. 


Channel One began to leave Freeview across the country, starting with Wales on 31 
January 2011 at 7 pm and finishing with the rest of the country on 1 February 2011 at 
3 am. On the other platforms, Channel One continued until 1 February 2011 at 6 am 
with its one-hour timeshift, Channel One +1, ceasing broadcasts at 7 am the same day. 
On Freeview, the slot was used to launch Challenge. Challenge launched at 9 am the 
day Channel One stopped broadcasting. 


Sky3 & Sky3 +1 became Pick TV & Pick TV +1 at 6 am on 28 February 2011. 


The Scottish Gaelic channel BBC Alba was launched in Scotland on 8 June 2011, 
replacing TeleG, which had been on channel 8 in Scotland from the launch of Freeview. 
To make room for the launch, all radio stations owned by BBC (except BBC Radio 

1Xtra, BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC 6 Music) now only operate between midnight and 5 pm 
(6 pm on weekends). However, the radio stations are only affected when watching in 
Scotland via Freeview. 


Gems TV stopped timesharing with Quest on 30 June 2011, as a new stream became 
available on the multiplex. 


Food Network launched on channel 49 on 7 July 2011, broadcasting between 6 pm and 
10 pm.2 


Really launched on channel 20 on 2 August at 10 am, reducing Dave ja vu to a two-hour 
service between 2 am and4 am. 


Pick TV +1 closed on channel 44 on 20 September 2011 at 2 pm. This allowed all 
channels owned by Sky to be on multiplex C as well as Challenge to go 24 hours in 
Wales. 


On 21 September 2011, the Jewellery Channel was restored to Freeview, this time being 
on channel 60. The channel replaced Challenge's old slot on multiplex A. 


In October 2011, Daystar silently closed on channel 47. The channel however continues 
to broadcast on other platforms. 


2012[edit] 


Movies4Men, Movies4Men +1, Movies4Men2 and Movies4Men 2 +1 all closed in January 
2012 on the local multiplex that broadcasts in Manchester. Movies4Men 2 and 
Movies4Men 2 +1 closed themselves in May of that year. Movies4Men and Movies4Men 
+1 returned in 2014. 


4seven launched on channel 47 with a placeholder channel on 2 April 2012 in post- 
switchover areas, and officially launched on 4 July 2012. 


2013[edit] 


BBC Two HD launched on 26 February on channel 102 replacing BBC HD 


Drama launched on 8 July on channel 20 replacing GOLD which moved to channel 26. 
This then caused the previous channel 26 station Home to be moved to new channel 
number 54. This also caused Dave ja vu to reduce its broadcast hours 


Film4 moved to multiplex 2, making the channel more widely available in the UK 
Travel Channel launched on channel 42 with limited broadcast hours of 6 pm to 10 pm. 


True Entertainment launched on channel 61, making it the first CSC Media 
Group channel to launch on the platform 


Pay TV provider Top Up TV closed on 31 October after 9 years of providing extra pay TV 
content. Most Top Up TV set top boxes will still be able to receive Freeview channels 


In July 2013 Ofcom announced that they would make some of the spectrum freed up 
from the analogue switchover to launch two additional terrestrial multiplexes that could 
carry ten high-definition channels. The BBC subsequently announced that it would 
launch high-definition versions of BBC Three, BBC Four, BBC News, CBBC and CBeebies. 
251 All these channels launched on 10 December 2013, with BBC Three and CBBC using 
vacant capacity on BBC's existing multiplex, while the others used the new capacity. 


One other HD channel, Al Jazeera English, had launched in November, also using the 
new multiplexes. 


2014[edit] 


Channel 5 +24 launched on 4 February on channel 55. Between 7 pm and midnight, it 
broadcasts the previous day's Channel 5 schedule. 


Movies4Men returned to Freeview nationwide. It had previously been Manchester only. 


Pop launched on 20 March 2014, making the it the 4th children's channel (other than 
HD Channels) to launch on Freeview. 


Shop at Bid and Price Drop closed on 17 April 2014, with the channels being removed 
from the EPG on 25 April 2014. 


On 8 May 2014, Chart Show TV launched, but timeshares with Pop meaning it is night- 
time only. This arrangement was short-lived as Chart Show TV is now only available on 
the Manchester Stream. Pop became a 24/7 channel in the process. 


2015[edit] 


On 12 February 2015, Freeview changed its logo, !%2#2n needed 


2016[edit] 


BBC Three closed down on 31 March 2016. It had carried promotional information 
regarding the online-only service of the same name from 16 February 2016. However, 
due to the closure of BBC Three, some channels on Freeview moved to channel 7 or 8, 
depending on their locations. 


2017[edit] 
On 15 March 2017, Tiny Pop moved to the local TV multiplex meaning that cities with no 
local TV channel on either channels 7 or 8 no longer could access the channel. 


CBS Action gained a timeshift channel on channel 90 which meant that CBS Drama had 
to move multiplexes so that the timeshift channel could broadcast. It moved from the 
COM7 multiplex to the COM6 one. 


Quest Red launched on Freeview channel 38. Quest+1 moved to 92 only being 3 hours 
a day (5 am - 8 am). 


Colors HD launched on COM8. TJC Choice launched on channel 93 on 22 March. 


BT Showcase went defunct on 9 May, being replaced by BT Showcase HD at COM8. 


On 30 August 2017, Kix was rename Pop Max, with no signs of change for programmes. 


2018[edit] 


On the third of January, True Christmas reverted to True Movies. Eight days 

later, Together launched as a placeholder service. Also, two BBC HD channels (BBC Four 
HD and CBeebies HD) moved multiplexes from COM7 to COM8. VIVA left Freeview as it 
became MTV OMG , a pay-tv channel. This also meant that 5USA+1 extended its hours. 
On the second of February, 5Spike+1 launched as a placeholder service, lasting 2 hours 
a day. The Vault moved multiplexes becoming Manchester only. 
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YouView is a hybrid television platform in the United Kingdom, developed by a 
partnership of three telecommunications operators and four broadcasters. It was formed 
from a project originally titled Project Canvas, which was rebranded as YouView in 
September 2010. The service was due to launch by the end of that year, but was 
delayed until 4 July 2012. At its launch, YouView's chairman Alan Sugar stated his 
ambition for the service to replace Freeview devices. 


YouView provides access to free-to-air digital terrestrial television (DTT) channels (both 
DVB-T and DVB-T2 channels in common with the Freeview television platform) and to TV 
on demand (catch-up TV) services via a 'hybrid' set-top box (STB) purchased by users, 
connected with both a broadband internet connection and a normal television aerial. No 
contract is required, and there is no subscription charge. Catch-up and on-demand 
content is delivered over the internet, which may be chargeable by the Internet service 
provider (ISP), or subject to limits and fair usage clauses. 


BT and TalkTalk have each partnered with YouView, allowing BT subsidiaries BT 

TV and Plusnet TV, and TalkTalk TV customers to access the service, along with BT's 
and TalkTalk's own offerings. Both companies provide customers with their own 
branded YouView set-top box. 


YouView content/[edit] 


The YouView hardware is a digital terrestrial television DVB-T2 HD set-top box that 
provides viewing and recording of all free-to-air channels available on digital terrestrial 
television in the United Kingdom. There is no access to some streamed channels in the 
225-256 range on Freeview," as YouView lacks support for the MHEG-5 integration 
channel used by these channels to provide them over IP. !<2zitcation needeai 


Additional content is provided over a broadband internet connection, and can be 
accessed via the YouView menu and EPG via the search function. 


There are“ ten free catch up TV players available, providing access to TV 
programming and movies: BBC iPlayer, ITV Hub, All 4, My5, STV. 

Player, Milkshake!, UKTV Play, SAC, POP FUN and Quest. The content on ITV Hub varies 
by region. STV Player is only available in STV Group regions. 


There are an additional three pay TV on-demand players: Netflix, Now TV, and Sky 
Store from Sky. 


YouView from BrTieait] 
Main article: BT TV 


BT Infinity subscribers can access additional live IPTV channels via the EPG. Customers 
who subscribe to BT TV will receive either a YouView+ (YouView plus) box (with 
recording capabilities), or a standard YouView box (no recording capabilities), or a 
YouView Ultra HD box - depending on the subscription type taken. They can then view 
on-demand content through the BT TV Player. 


Subscribers to BT Infinity who are not BT TV subscribers, and have bought their YouView 
boxes from retail vendors, will have their product's YouView branding replaced by BT TV 
branding. They will also get the BT TV player on the starting page, which they cannot 
use because they are not BT TV subscribers. This has not been popular with these users, 
and there appears to be no way of restoring the YouView branding or removing the BT 
TV Player. station needed 


YouView from TalkTalkieait] 
Main article: TalkTalk TV 


A free YouView box is provided to TalkTalk Plus or Essentials customers taking out a 
fixed term contract and allow access to the content previously available from TalkTalk 
TV. Content that TalkTalk provides, such as film rentals and box sets, are available from 
the TalkTalk Player application within the YouView menu bar. In the TalkTalk Player, 
there are 'boosts' that customers can buy for a minimum of one month, and customers 
can watch and record them from the main guide the same as Freeview channels. These 
boosts range from Sky premium channels, sports, TV box sets, films, and foreign 
language channels. TalkTalk use their own brand of Huawei-manufactured boxes, with 
the TalkTalk logo on the front, a remote control with a direct button on the TalkTalk 
Player, and a 320 GB hard drive for Plus TV customers. Essentials customers cannot 
record, but can still pause live TV. Unlike BT, you do not need a fibre broadband 
package. 


Expand to other platformsieait] 


On 29 July 2013 it was revealed that the YouView partners intended to launch the 
service on smartphones, tablets, and smart TVs, three days after BSkyB announced the 
£10 Now TV set-top box which streams on demand content. 


History[edit] 


Project Canvas was initially announced on 11 December 2008 as a partnership 
between the BBC, BT and ITV plc. It followed the failure of Project Kangaroo, a proposed 
video-on-demand service offering content from BBC Worldwide, ITV.com, and Channel 
4's 40D, which was blocked on competition grounds, and ended up as 

the SeeSaw internet television service. Project Canvas differed from Kangaroo, however, 
in that it was a proposed TV platform (a device that would deliver internet-connected 
TV), rather than a video-on-demand service (that would act as a single content portal, 
much like the music video equivalent VEVO). 


On 30 July 2009, Project Canvas announced that Five had signed up to the project. On 
9 July 2010, Five announced that it would not pursue further involvement in Project 


Canvas, pending a review of its digital investment strategy. Charles Constable, Director 
of Strategy at Five said: "We continue to support the objectives of Project Canvas, and 
despite withdrawing our interest in the venture we believe it will be a critical part of our 
strategy for reaching consumers in the future." On 24 August 2010, Five re-joined 
Project Canvas, following their acquisition by Northern & Shell. 


On 16 December 2009, Project Canvas announced that Channel 4 and TalkTalk had also 
signed up to the project. 


The six partners invited any further expressions of interest from companies interested 
in becoming part of the joint venture. The canvas partners proposed that all prospective 
venture partners should be granted an equal proportion of shares in the new joint 
venture company. Interested parties had until 23 April 2010 to express their interest.“ 


On 22 March 2010 transmission firm Argiva joined as an equal partner in the project. 


On 17 May 2010 the then Project Canvas director Richard Halton said: "We have also 
put out an invitation for an eighth partner, and we would like a company that can add 
scale and expertise to the platform. It is a question of finding an organisation that 
shares the aims of the venture."“2 It was later reported that, EE, the UK operations 

of Orange and T-Mobile, had decided against joining, after holding advanced 
discussions.e3! 


There are three main elements to the project: setting the technical standard, building 
the technical platform, and creating the user experience. 


The BBC and other broadcasters with investments in YouView have announced 
intentions to sell their shares.“ An on-demand service for by Sony's UK Kids channel 
POP was released via a software update on 10 January 2018 called POP FUN.2:! 


Managementri|eait] 


On 23 July 2010 Kip Meek was announced as the non-executive chairman of Project 
Canvas.2s$ Meek led the Board, and oversaw the appointment of Richard Halton as CEO 
from programme director. Meek stepped down from his full-time role at Ingenious 
Media and his non-executive positions at the Broadband Stakeholder 

Group and Phorm to take the job. As chair, Meek was paid £97,000 during his eight- 
month tenure.24 


Meek left YouView on 7 March 2011, and was replaced by Alan Sugar with immediate 
effect,22 who was brought on board by Channel 5's Richard Desmond." The move was 
partly based on his experience with set-top boxes, in particular that of Sky, and partly 
due to his likely influence in retaining confidence in the various partners. Sugar was 
paid £500,000 for chairing YouView for the year ending March 2012.24 


Alan Sugar stepped down as Chairman in March 2013,2% with TalkTalk group 
chairman Sir Charles Dunstone taking on the chairmanship as an interim position.2u In 
October 2013 Bwin.Party Digital Entertainment chairman Simon Duffy was named as 
non-executive chairman of YouView on a permanent basis.2! 


Development[edit] 


On 13 November 2009, BBC Future Media and Technology director Erik 

Huggers previewed the work-in-progress user interface that could power the Project 
Canvas at C21 Media's FutureMedia conference in London. The mock-up of how 
the Beijing Olympic Games would look on Canvas allowed users to watch highlights 


instantly, send clips to friends, monitor what's being said on Twitter, access archives at 
the touch of a button, and use commercial third party applications and services. 


Following the BBC Trust's provisional approval of the BBC's participation, the partners 
formed a new joint venture to develop the technical specification for devices with 
standards body the Digital TV Group (DTG), create and market a new consumer brand, 
build a common user experience, and build the technology platform. All technical 
specifications must be clearly published to allow manufacturers to adapt to the new 
Canvas standard. 


The BBC initially began working with three innovation partners; Technicolor SA, Humax, 
and Cisco Systems; from the consumer device manufacturing sector on the 
development of the Canvas core technical specifications. The relationships have non- 
disclosure agreements (NDAs), non-binding collaboration agreements, and agreements 
ensuring any intellectual property (IP) the trio develop can be shared with the industry. 
ra On 5 March 2010, in a 'questions and answers' (Q&A) session at the DTG Summit, 
Richard Halton, then programme director for Project Canvas, confirmed that Canvas has 
direct collaboration relationships with various manufacturers and industry players - 
including Cisco, Technicolor, Humax, Intel, LG Group, and Broadcom - and Halton 
stressed that collaboration with the DTG was "absolutely critical" to the project's future 
success, 251 


The system offers access to the broadcasters' own video on demand (VOD), but has also 
promised to offer a software developers' kit (SDK) to encourage internet content on to 
the screen. Canvas also promised to offer payment mechanisms to content owners 
who wish to charge for their content. 


Speaking on 25 February 2010, BT Vision chief executive Marc Watson announced that 
the project was targeting a commercial launch within the next 12 months, initially 
aimed at the UK's 10 million Freeview households as a starting point.Z2 Open technical 
standards required for third-party developers to create services for the Canvas platform 
would be published in the summer. He added that a management group, called The 
Venture, would run the platform in a neutral, non-discriminatory way, and that 

should BSkyB wish to take part, it would apply to this body, which is not influenced by 
individual corporate considerations. 


On 7 May 2010, Project Canvas submitted key documents to the Digital TV Group (DTG), 
making the next set of technical specifications available to industry.?? The publication of 
these documents is in addition to Project Canvas partners' active participation in the 
DTG Connected TV working groups. This DTG work was to result in publication of the UK 
Connected TV Specification: D-Book 7, by December 2010. In addition to the previously 
available Consumer Device Platform Specification and Broadcast Content Delivery 
Specification, further documents were published in the members' area of the DTG 
website; including the Consumer Device Software Management Specification, IP Content 
Delivery Specification, and System Metadata Model. 


On 6 July 2010 Project Canvas published information on its content protection strategy. 
r Providers can choose to make content available with no protection at all, or adopt 
transport encryption, file encryption, device authentication, or digital rights 
management (DRM). Conditional access (CA) upgrade will also be possible for those who 
require it. For providers of premium content, Canvas will support Marlin as the required 
DRM solution, at launch, which has been developed over the past five years 

by Intertrust, Panasonic, Philips, Samsung, and Sony. The selection of Marlin follows 
widespread industry engagement with content owners, content distributors, device 
manufacturers, and internet service providers (ISPs), from which it was concluded that a 


common DRM solution present on all devices at launch, and widely supported by 
content providers would benefit all industry participants. Marlin is referenced in Release 
1 of the Open IPTV Forum specifications, and therefore has the potential to be widely 
adopted as a part of internet-connected TV device deployments worldwide. 


On 11 August 2010, the Project Canvas partners formally invited expressions of interest 
from consumer equipment manufacturers to develop and bring Canvas devices to 
market in 2011.22 By the 25 August deadline, more than forty organisations had 
expressed their support for the Project Canvas, representing a broad range of consumer 
device manufacturers; including set-top boxes, internet-enabled TVs, and recorders. 

B3 Project Canvas evaluated the responses, with those selected to be taken through to 
the next stage of the evaluation process by the end of September. The initial target of 
Canvas was twin-tuner digital terrestrial television DVB-T2 IP-connected digital video 
recorders (DVR).22 Project Canvas also welcomed a response from device 
manufacturers proposing other device categories, such as internet-enabled TV (IETV) 
and set-top boxes. Canvas devices would be made available to consumers though both 
retail channels and bundled with broadband packages. 


The service offer on-demand TV; from 40D, BBC iPlayer, Demand Five, and ITV Player; 
B3 and high-definition PVR capabilities without a monthly subscription fee, but will allow 
commercial broadcasters to use micro payments, and pre-, mid- and post-roll adverts to 
generate income.54 The YouView electronic programme guide (EPG) will not carry any 
advertising, in line with the not-for-profit aims of the business. While YouView will not 
have a payment system, commercial content owners will be able to insert their own, or 
use facilitators such as PayPal. 


In May 2010 the Financial Times reported that the name YouView was the most likely 
brand for the service, having been registered as intellectual property (IP) by the group 
of broadcasters in April.2=22 On 16 September 2010 YouView TV Ltd was incorporated, 
and the product branded under the YouView name.” At the same time, Richard Halton 
was appointed as CEO of YouView TV Ltd, having previously served as programme 
director for Project Canvas. 


On 16 September 2010 a 'Notice of threatened opposition' was filed against YouView 
with the Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO).22 Robin Fry, an intellectual 
property partner at law firm Beachcroft LLP, said that the site's similarity 

to YouTube could cause consumers to confuse the two brands. The use of the world 
'You', coupled with a capitalised character in the middle of the word, might suggest a 
connection between the services. If Google did object, it would be highly likely to win 
any legal action, according to Fry. "Google is involved in litigation all over the world, and 
would not be frightened of taking action against this trademark. It has a clear interest in 
protecting its trademarks to stop them being diluted", he said.5? 


On 4 November 2010, YouView appointed Adam & Eve as its advertising agency to 
create through-the-line advertising and communications. OMD was also appointed as 
YouView's planning and buying agency, and Momentum will act as YouView's specialist 
retail and experiential marketing agency. The teams are tasked with coordinating the 
brand launch and roll-out of YouView across all media and channels.“ 


On 14 April 2011, YouView announced additional hardware partnerships 
with Vestel, Pace plc, Huawei, and Manhattan.“ 


On 13 May 2011, Technicolor, one of the original set-top-box hardware manufacturing 
partners decided to withdraw from the project.“4 The six remaining manufacturers at 
that point were Humax, Huawei, Pace, Manhattan, Vestel, and Cisco. 


TalkTalk began running an in-house trial at the beginning of February 2012 to prepare 
for the launch. 


On-demand players[edit] 


On-demand players are available to all customers who have a YouView box connected 
to broadband. Players vary as rentals, on demand, subscription and catch-up. 


e BBC iPlayer (catch-up) 

e [TV Hub (catch-up) 

e All 4 (catch-up & on-demand) 

e My5 (catch-up) 

e Milkshake (catch-up) 

e POP FUN (catch-up) 

e Now TV (subscription) 

e Sky Store (rental + buy & keep) 

e UKTV (Dave, Really, Yesterday) (catch-up) 
e TalkTalk Player (for TT customers only) 
e BT TV Player (for BT customers only) 

e Netflix Player (subscription) 

e Amazon Prime Video (subscription) 


Technical information|edit] 


On 14 April 2011, YouView published its final core technical specification.“ The 
minimum specifications for a YouView-enabled digital terrestrial television (DTT) high- 
definition (HD) digital video recorder (DVR or PVR) product require: 


e Twin DVB-T/DVB-T2 tuners 

e Embedded Linux 2.6.23 or later operating system 

e Maximum of 26 dB of fan noise 

e 4K UHD (Ultra HD) graphics plane 

e MPEG-2 and MPEG-4 video 

e HDMI 2.1 socket 

e TOSLINK optical or coaxial S/PDIF connection 

e Up to 5.1 surround sound 

e Ethernet port supporting LOBASE-T and 100BASE-TX 
e 802.11n wireless network support, integrated, or via a USB adapter 
e 950 MHz central processing unit (CPU) 

* Two Universal Serial Bus USB 2.0 sockets 

e Support for USB mass storage devices 


Analogue HD outputs are forbidden as part of the rights management strategy. 


The specifications will evolve over time to reflect different devices, including non-PVR 
and Freesat variants. 


Set-top boxes[edit] 
Set-top boxes available for the YouView service: 


e Humax DTR-T1000 (launch date 24 July 2012). 

e Humax DTR-T1000 with BT brand (launch date 1 September 2012). This includes the 
BT brand and an extra menu item "BT Vision". 

e Humax DTR-T1010 (launch date 19 March 2013). The functionally and hardware is 
exactly the same to the previous DTR-T1000 with different appearance. 

e Humax DTR-T2000 (launch date 14 June 2014). Minor redesign and slightly smaller 
than the previous T1010 design.'*& 

e Humax DTR-T2100 with BT YouView+ brand (launch date 25 February 2014). 
Redesign which is significantly smaller and quieter than previous Humax Youview 
boxes (because power transformer at plug). 

e Humax DTR-T2110 with BT YouView+ brand. 

e Humax DTR-T4000 with BT YouView+ Ultra HD band. 

* Huawei DN360T with TalkTalk brand (launch date 5 March 2013). No recording is 
available. 

e Huawei DN370T with TalkTalk brand (launch date 5 March 2013). Recording is 
available. 

e Huawei DN371T YouView+ (launch date 5 March 2014 ).5eisuszissi 

e Huawei DN372T with TalkTalk brand. Recording is available. 


Note 1: each YouView box comes in a variety of hard disk storage sizes, and is often 
designated by ModelNo/StorageSize - e.g. DTR-T1000/500GB 


Note 2: each YouView box does not have support for Wi-Fi, and must connect directly to 
the router or through power-line adapters. YouView have not allowed Wi-Fi in their 
software,™! so USB Wi-Fi dongles will not work - however YouView suggest the use of a 
third-party (not supplied by YouView) Wireless Ethernet Bridge product may work, see 
YouView support for updated information. 


Note 3: YouView+ has become the designated way to show the set-top box records TV 
programmes. This is because of services offered by TalkTalk TV.55! 


Regulatory approval[edit] 
BBC Trust approval [edit] 


On 26 February 2009, the BBC Trust launched a public consultation on the BBC 
Executive's proposal (Project Canvas) to develop a joint venture partnership to help 
enable the delivery of internet protocol television (IPTV), which would allow viewers to 
watch on-demand services, via television sets." 


On 22 December 2009, the BBC Trust gave provisional approval to the BBC's 
involvement in Project Canvas after ruling that the likely public value of the proposal 
justifies any potential negative market impact.“4 A period of consultation on the 
provisional conclusions closed on 2 February 2010. The BBC Trust has revealed that 
Project Canvas will cost over £115m in its first four years of operation.5s! 


On 25 June 2010, the BBC Trust gave final approval to the BBC's involvement in Project 
Canvas, stipulating a number of conditions.5? The Trust concluded that Project Canvas 
will deliver significant public value for licence fee payers. The Trust will review the BBC's 


involvement in Canvas against the conditions of its approval, twelve months after 
launch of Canvas to consumers. 


The Digital TV Group (DTG) welcomed the decision, and is working with the Canvas 
partners and Virgin Media, Sky, and DTG members to develop the UK specification for 
Connected TV devices and services which will form the 7th edition of the DTG D-Book. 
I! A spokesman for Virgin Media said: "We are disappointed the BBC Trust has approved 
Canvas and ignored the significant concerns raised by the commercial sector about the 
proposal. Our position on this matter remains unchanged. As it stands, Canvas will 
severely restrict competition and innovation and ultimately this will harm consumers". A 
spokesman for British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) said: "The BBC's involvement in Canvas 
is an unnecessary use of public funds. The BBC Trust's announcement is a predictable 
decision from a body that has shown little inclination to think independently or set 
meaningful boundaries on the BBC's activities". 


Main conditions of approval[edit] 


* Industry engagement: completed elements of the Canvas core technical 
specification to be published within 20 working days from this final approval, and 
the Canvas partners to engage with industry on these and future elements of the 
technical specification. The final core technical specification will be published no 
later than eight months before launch of the first set-top boxes. The Trust will keep 
this process of engagement under review. 

e Free-to-air: users will always be able to access Canvas free-to-air, though they may 
be charged for additional pay services that third parties might choose to provide via 
the Canvas platform, for example video on demand services, as well as the 
broadband subscription fees. 

* Accessibility and usability: accessibility and usability features, such as audio 
description, should be incorporated into the core technical specification and/or user 
interface as soon as reasonably possible; and appropriate information and 
signposting should be provided for users to help them make informed choices about 
the suitability of content wherever possible. 

e Access to the platform for content providers and ISPs: entry controls in terms 
of technical and content standards will be minimal, access will not be bundled with 
other products or services, listing on the electronic programme guide will be 
awarded in a fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory manner; and quality standards 
for ISPs delivering Canvas will be set at a minimum level and applied in a fair, 
reasonable and non-discriminatory manner. 

* Legal compliance: Canvas will comply with all applicable laws, including 
competition and state aid law. 

* Cost: the BBC's involvement will not exceed the Executive's estimated costs by 
more than 20 per cent over a five-year period. 


Comments|edit] 


Following the BBC's proposal in February 2009, there have been comments by a 
number of organisations and companies which have been published by the BBC in a 
392-page document. The BBC Trust reached its provisional conclusions following more 
than 800 written responses. 


The UK's Intellect Technology Association, said in a submission to the BBC Trust that 
Project Canvas risks isolating the UK as a "technological island" in a global market by 
trying to create a standard IPTV set-top box for just the UK.& 


British Sky Broadcasting has continuously, strongly criticised the project funding, saying 
that public money will be used to give public service broadcasters a foothold in the 
valuable IPTV, to the disadvantage of "the private sector". ussuszissis911701 BSkyB is likely to 
raise state aid complaints if it appears that the BBC is shouldering the costs of 
developing the venture for its partners.Z: Sky estimates that it will lose four percent of 
revenue as a result of the project.” 


On 4 February 2010, The Guardian learned that in a submission to the BBC Trust as part 
of a final consultation on Project Canvas, the Digital TV Group said that there is 
"widespread concern" that the venture's partners are developing critical technology 
standards that do not involve key players such as set top-box manufacturers and TV 
makers.2 The DTG argue that the BBC Trust's provisional approval document does not 
contain a "clear and unequivocal condition" that Project Canvas will have to work with 
industry and there appears to be a "parallel process" taking place where Project Canvas 
and its preferred technology partners are developing a separate standard. 


Morgan Stanley compiled a creative analysis for BT about the potential impact of 
Canvas, describing it as "Freeview 2.0".74 Morgan Stanley noted that the BBC Trust will 
reach a final decision on the BBC's Canvas involvement at the end of March. If it gives 
the full green light, then the platform could enter launch phase by the end of the year or 
in early 2011. However, Morgan Stanley noted that any launch date would be 
dependent on the completion of major technical work, such as locking down 
specifications with manufacturers and also creating a workable electronic programming 
guide. Morgan Stanley expects that Canvas set-top boxes will cost between £150 and 
£200. The report predicts that an App Store-style resource could be introduced to 
Canvas in the future, along with the integration of social networks such as Twitter. As 
Canvas will be an open platform, the report noted that content providers would no 
longer need to pay the current sum of around £10m for capacity on digital terrestrial 
television to reach their target audience. Internet service providers would also benefit 
from the service due an increased consumer demand for fixed broadband packages, 
along with greater opportunities to sell more expensive tariffs for high definition 
streaming. Storing popular programmes on local Canvas drives would also ease the 
burden of heavy streaming traffic over broadband networks. Considering outstanding 
issues facing the project, Morgan Stanley said: "Canvas looks pro-competitive (breaking 
down platform barriers for content owners), but some media companies could still try to 
challenge its creation. "It looks unlikely that this could freeze launch however as content 
is not being aggregated and the BBC shareholding will be only 16.696." 


On 4 March 2010, The Daily Telegraph learned that Neil Berkett, Virgin Media's chief 
executive, would tell the Cable Congress in Brussels "the BBC Trust's consultation has 
been a shameless whitewash that contravenes almost every principle of good 
regulation." Mr Berkett objects to proposals to force all broadcasters to use a single 
'Project Canvas' brand controlled by the BBC and its partners, which he claims will 
penalise commercial rivals. "The BBC Trust has stubbornly ignored all requests to 
address our concerns by imposing safeguards to prevent the BBC emerging as de facto 
gatekeeper of the digital world. This is a blatant demonstration that the Trust is 
incapable of regulating the BBC's activities in an objective way." On 28 April 2010, Neil 
Berkett confirmed that Virgin Media had made a submission to the Office of Fair Trading 
over Project Canvas.” "Canvas needs to be an open platform but it is closed and will 
require a [second] dedicated set-top box," said Berkett. "We will oppose it vigorously if 
it is not an open world at large for customers to take advantage of. [The current 
proposals] are asking pay-TV customers to buy a second set-top box." He added that he 
considered it a misuse of the licence fee to create a product that was not accessible to 
all the public. "It is funded by the BBC licence fee and should be available everywhere, 


on a Virgin Box, a PS3 and even a Sky box," he said. "I find it extraordinary that it looks 
like the BBC Trust is endorsing what is a closed product. It is inappropriate for the BBC 
to be doing this." 


On 14 June 2010, Neil Berkett revealed to The Guardian that "Far from trying to block 
the development of these open standards, we have offered to work commercially with 
Canvas to explore mutually beneficial ways in which we could incorporate them as a 
self-contained service in the next generation of Virgin Media set-top boxes." Berkett 
went on to explain his opposition to the project; "The Canvas consortium has rejected 
the opportunity to incorporate Canvas into the Virgin Media customer experience, 
insisting that if we want to use their standards we must also accept that the entire 
Virgin Media entertainment service be accessed by our subscribers via a Canvas- 
imposed interface, including the Canvas channel listing and search facility. This "shop 
window" to services would be entirely controlled by the joint venture partners and 
would allow the Canvas partners to give preference and prominence to their own 
channel content above that of any other content provider. At this point, Canvas starts to 
look less like a set of genuinely "open" standards and more like a fully-fledged 
competing distribution platform from which established pay TV operators are effectively 
excluded, along with other innovative platforms offering a differentiated user 
experience, such as the PS3 and the Xbox. Unless we accept the Canvas consortium's 
conditions, people who want both Canvas and a pay TV service will have to buy two set- 
top boxes. Far from simplifying the digital world, Canvas will complicate it." On the 
BBC's involvement Berkett said: "Quite rightly, much attention has been focused on 
whether the BBC should be using the licence fee to bank-roll such a controversial 
intervention in a dynamic market. And it's true that many private sector companies are 
already investing precious capital in "connected TV". But it's the closed nature of the 
Canvas platform which gives the BBC's involvement significance. A set of standards that 
are genuinely open to all and to which the BBC has contributed is one thing. A 
proprietary gateway to the digital world, underpinned by the formidable brand and 
marketing muscle of the BBC, is quite another." 


On 5 March 2010, in a Q&A session at the DTG Summit, Richard Halton, then 
programme director for Project Canvas, faced criticism from Digital TV Group members 
about the lack of published technical specifications for the platform. In response, he 
asked members to appreciate the "tough and pretty challenging" schedule exerted on 
the project. However, Halton acknowledged the DTG's desire for more effective 
engagement with Canvas, and committed to publishing the remaining key technical 
documents by the end of May.E» 


On 19 April 2010, 3view managing director John Donovan has said that he is 
"concerned" about the potential market impact of IPTV joint venture Project Canvas. 

za "The honest answer is that no-one has spoken to me from the BBC about what 
Canvas will entail. We do not understand what Canvas's remit will be and we do not 
subscribe to the belief that Canvas will provide something the commercial market can't. 
We have proved that we can do it," he told Digital Spy. Donovan declined to be drawn 
on whether 3view would consider a legal challenge to Canvas, but did say that his 
business will defend its ability to compete in the market. "I think we would have to 
reserve comment [on possible legal action]. But at this stage, clearly, we will protect our 
business at all costs. And I think, we will just have to leave it there for the moment." 


Office of Fair Trading approval |edit] 


On 22 March 2010, the Project Canvas partners submitted analysis to the Office of Fair 
Trading setting out why the proposed Canvas joint venture does not constitute a 


qualifying merger under the Enterprise Act 2002.1 On 19 May 2010, the OFT confirmed 
that it would not investigate Project Canvas over competition issues. As none of the 
partners were contributing a "pre-existing business" to Project Canvas, the OFT ruled 
that it "did not have the jurisdiction" to investigate the venture on competition grounds. 
"Unlike in the Project Kangaroo joint venture which was blocked by the Competition 
Commission in 2009, it is not proposed that the joint venture partners will contribute 
any video-on-demand content or other business to [Project] Canvas, and Canvas will 
have no role in aggregating, marketing or directly retailing any such television content," 
said the OFT. The OFT also said that it found that none of the partners would have a 
"material influence" over the policy of the venture - the "lowest level of control that 
may give rise to a relevant merger situation". 


Ofcom approval edit] 


On 3 August 2010, Virgin Media lodged a complaint with Ofcom claiming that Project 
Canvas is an anti-competitive cartel that will crush the nascent online TV market. The 
cable TV company, which is also calling on the Office of Fair Trading to step in on the 
grounds that the venture breaches the Competition Act, argues that the six partners 
backing Project Canvas have not stuck to their stated pledge of creating a set of open 
standards for delivering next-generation TV services. "Collectively the BBC, ITV and 
Channel 4 account for around two-thirds of all television viewing in the UK while BT and 
TalkTalk control over half the national broadband market," said Virgin Media. "[Project 
Canvas] will stifle future innovation as well as eliminate existing consumer choice for 
home entertainment. These well-resourced companies usually are direct competitors in 
their respective markets but... they are establishing a single new TV platform of their 
own with a considerable incentive to favour this over other TV services. This could 
severely affect consumer options for watching public service programming in the 
future." 


Virgin Media has also complained that Project Canvas has wrongly rejected what the 
company considers fair offers of integrating the technology into its own set-top boxes 
with a compromise on user interface. "We have not taken the decision to file this 
complaint lightly," said a Virgin Media spokesman. "However, the Canvas partners have 
significantly exceeded their original claims to be creating a common set of open 
standards which could have been improved upon by others and are now intent on 
controlling every aspect of how people watch television."& 


On 18 August 2010, IP Vision formally complained to Ofcom, calling on the regulator to 
examine the impact Project Canvas will have on innovation, competition and consumer 
choice.®4 IP Vision is challenging the validity of Project Canvas, under the 1998 
Competition Act. The company has already challenged the BBC over support for BBC 
iPlayer. 


On 30 August 2010, Six TV, the largest holder of analogue television restricted service 
licences in the UK (none of which are in use), announced that it would formally request 
a full Ofcom investigation of Canvas, warning that it could be a "poison pill" for regional 
broadcasters. Six TV will also submit its complaint regarding Canvas - which includes 
broader concerns regarding anti-competitive practices affecting digital television 
transmission in the UK - to the Office of Fair Trading. Six TV also intends to lobby 
communications minister Ed Vaizey. On 9 September 2010, United For Local TV an 
umbrella group which represents five local broadcasters with restricted service licenses 
(including Six TV), asked Ofcom to investigate the Project Canvas connected-TV venture 
on competition grounds.22 United For Local TV complained that qualification for 
including those services is "arbitrary", fees are charged that are "unrelated to a service 


provider's ability to pay", their channels would be hard to find on the EPG, the JV 
members may exploit viewer data "for commercial advantage" and Canvas could 
"prevent viewers from obtaining any streamed services on the open internet from TV 
channels who are unwilling or unable to meet the access terms." 


On 13 September 2010, the Open Source Consortium, the UK trade body for 
organisations working in Open Source Software, submitted a formal objections? to 
Ofcom asking it to investigate the project.5:*e In its submission to the media regulator, 
the OSC said that Canvas will have "adverse consequences" for the device and software 
sector by "diminishing consumer choice and causing inevitable consumer harm". 


On 24 September 2010, ISBA - the trade body representing advertisers, joined a 
growing list of parties asking Ofcom to investigate YouView.£4 ISBA director of media 
and advertising Bob Wootton believes that the project could represent a "quasi- 
monopoly". Wootton also claimed that the BBC Trust's recent consultation on 
Canvas/YouView was "insufficient" for a platform that would carry advertising. 


On 28 September 2010, Electra Entertainment - a UK-based IPTV service provider, 
complained to media regulator Ofcom that YouView will "damage" the UK's interactive 
TV sector. Electra has developed an IPTV platform, called Trove, which brings rich 
media services to the TV screen. It is currently available on Tesco-branded Freeview set 
top boxes. Electra believes that "the proposed vision, shareholder structure and aims of 
YouView are anti-competitive and significantly damage the UK interactive TV market". 
The firm also claimed that YouView's estimated initial marketing budget of £48 million is 
a "major cause for concern amongst venture capitalists looking to fund competing 
private British businesses in this emerging broadband TV sector". 


On 13 October 2010, British Sky Broadcasting submitted a last-minute complaint to 
Ofcom and the Office of Fair Trading.** The media regulator is now likely to delay a 
decision on whether to launch a full investigation into the service, previously called 
Project Canvas, while it considers Sky's objection. News of Sky's move prompted an 
angry reaction from the YouView chief executive, Richard Halton, "While we welcome 
justifiable scrutiny, the timing of this submission is clearly designed to extend the 
regulatory process in pursuit of commercial self-interest rather than the public interest", 
he said. Sky is believed to argue in its submission that the seven-partner YouView 
venture will stifle competition in the on-demand market. 


On 19 October 2010, Ofcom announced that it will not open an investigation into Project 
Canvas (YouView) under the Competition Act following complaints made by Virgin Media 
and IPVision.*9 Ofcom also received submissions from 11 other parties, including BSkyB. 


The regulator said that it is "premature" to open an investigation into YouView, as 
"whether or not YouView and its partners will harm competition in the ways alleged will 
depend upon how this emerging market develops and how they act, particularly in 
relation to providing access to content and issuing technical standards".? Ofcom noted 
that there is "little evidence" at this stage that YouView partners the BBC, ITV, Channel 
4 and Channel 5 plan to restrict access to their video on-demand content. 


Ofcom do not propose to open a Competition Act investigation, however Ofcom will 
continue to monitor developments, particularly in relation to YouView's approach to 
sharing standards and its effects on content syndication. If evidence emerges that the 
operation of YouView could cause harm to viewers and consumers in the future, Ofcom 
may reconsider whether to investigate. 


See also[edit] 


Television portal 


Sr 
ES united Kingdom portal 


Technology portal 


e Freeview Play 


e Kangaroo (video on demand) 
e Hybrid Broadcast Broadband TV 


e Smart TV 
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BT TV 
Type Service 
Industry Pay television 
Founded December 2006 (BT Vision) 
October 2012 (BT YouView) 
2013 (BT TV) 
Headquarters London, United Kingdom 
Area served United Kingdom 
Products Digital television 
Owner BT Group 
Parent BT Consumer 
Website bt.com/tv 
tv.bt.com 


BT TV is a subscription IPTV service offered by BT; a division of United Kingdom 

telecommunications company BT Group, and was originally launched as BT Vision in 
December 2006. As of the end of June 2019, BT TV had 1.9 million customers but has 
also lost almost 5,000 BT TV customers with some moving to the likes of Virgin Media. 


After Virgin Media started expanding to other parts of the country. While others 
canceled and just use the likes of Netflix and Prime Video or both. 


BT TV provides on-demand content, 30 extra entertainment channels (18 of which are 
available in HD), 9 extra children's channels, 11 movie channels (Sky Cinema) and 5 live 
sports channels (BT Sport & Sky Sports). BT Sport channels are available in SD and HD 
through IPTV signals. BT Sport, ESPN and AMC from BT are available in non-fibre areas 
over IPTV using copper multicast where available. 


As BT TV transmits channels and content through IPTV, BT requires customers to sign 
up to the BT Broadband internet and phone service to use BT TV, with connection via 
BT's official router, BT Home Hub. 


BT started rebranding its TV services - BT Vision and its YouView service as BT 

TV between May and August 2013.™ On 11 April 2014, BT announced that the original 
Vision service would be closed down as of 30 June, with all customers getting a free 
upgrade to its modern YouView service." The Vision service was, after August 2013, 
solely used to broadcast Sky Sports, as well as BT Sport for non-Infinity customers. Sky 
Sports 1 & 2 were made available to YouView customers on Tuesday 16 December 2014 
following an interim ruling from the Appeal Court backing Ofcom's ruling that YouView is 
to be included in the "Wholesale Must Offer" of the channels. 


History[edit] 
Background edit] 


When British Telecom (BT) was privatised in 1984, it was barred from providing 
television broadcasts over its telecommunication network, which meant that it was not 
possible for BT to provide a cable television service. The ban was designed to protect 
the new smaller telecommunications companies and the small cable television networks 
in the United Kingdom as it was felt that BT had an unfair advantage because its pre- 
privatisation monopoly meant that its equipment was already installed in virtually every 
home and business in the country. In January 2001, the ban was lifted.” 


Launchirieait] 


BT Vision was launched on 5 December 2006, competing with Sky, Virgin Media (then 
known as NTL:Telewest) and TalkTalk Plus TV (then known as Tiscali TV).™ Initial 
industry reaction was positive although there was some criticism that set up costs were 
expensive and it was noted that BT Group were entering a competitive market. In May 
2007, BT Group launched a national advertising campaign for BT Vision. BT Vision was 
the second IPTV television platform in the UK, after Homechoice TV. 


The aim was to attract "hundreds of thousands" of customers by the end of 2007 and 2- 
3 million in the medium-term. However, adoption was slow and by February 2008 BT 
Vision had just 150,000 customers. 


Premium sport deal[eait] 


BT acquired the rights to carry 242 same-day (but not live) Premier League football 
matches per season in a three-year deal covering the 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10 
seasons in a joint bid with BSkyB on 25 May 2006, prior to BT Vision's launch. BT Vision 
also have the right to offer on demand coverage of 125 matches each season from the 


Football League and League Cup. This service ceased prior to the start of the 2010-11 
season. 


Between August 2007 and June 2009, Setanta Sports was available through BT Vision, 
via DTT and a smart card, offering live Premiership and Scottish Premier League games, 
as well as other sporting events such as US PGA Tour Golf and Magners League Rugby. 
BT Vision made a deal with American sports TV company ESPN" for carriage of its 

new channel which replaced Setanta on DTT. 


The company announced the pricing of their Sky Sports packages in July 2010, following 
the outcome of Ofcom's review into pay-TV pricing in March, which directed Sky to 
reduce the wholesale price it charges for the Sky Sports channels.22 The price charged 
to customers signing up for broadband, calls and TV with BT for a two-year contract 
results in the organisation making a "significant loss on the service", £2 allowing them 
to undercut the price charged by Sky to its own customers.24 


Microsoft dealieait] 


On 7 January 2008, BT reached a deal with Microsoft where the latter's Xbox 
360 console would have provided BT Vision's on demand content. The service was due 
to launch in mid-2008 but never materialised. 


Sky Sports deal [edit] 


On 28 June 2010, BT and Sky signed an agreement where Sky Sports 1 and 2 will be 
available for BT Vision customers.” This came a year after BT stopped offering Setanta 
Sports 1 & 2 on Vision after Setanta lost the rights to broadcast Premier League football. 


nal 


UKTV deal[edit] 


On 22 March 2012, it was announced that BT would offer UKTV original content on- 
demand from later in the day. Featured programmes include /ames Martin's 
Mediterranean (Good Food), Choccywoccydoodah (Good Food), Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition (Home), Celebrity Fantasy Homes (Home), Tool 

Academy (Really), Bridezillas (Really), Amazing Planet (Eden) and Life on Fire (Eden).2s 


As part of the deal, UKTV started streaming linear channels to BT Vision set top boxes 
later in 2012. The first three were Watch, GOLD and Alibi; further channels Good Food, 
Eden and Home were to launch at a later date.2s Dave, Really and Yesterday will likely 
not launch on the service as they are already available on Freeview, which is available 
through the BT set-top boxes. 


Fox deal[eait] 


On 11 April 2012, BT and Fox International Channels announced that from late 2012, BT 
Vision customers would be able to watch FX (now known as Fox) as a linear channel. BT 
Vision customers were also able to watch many of the top shows, up to seven days after 
transmission on-demand and watch library programmes on-demand.24 


On 1 March 2016, Fox was removed from the BT TV line-up. 
National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo Wild deal [edit] 


On 12 June 2012, BT announced that National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo Wild 
would be coming to BT Vision as linear channels in late 2012. The deal also included a 
seven-day on demand catch up of programmes. 


Premier League football rightsieait] 


On 13 June 2012, it was announced that BT had acquired a share of the rights 

to Premier League football television coverage for the 2013-14 to 2015-16 seasons.2# 
u As part of the deal, BT acquired the live rights to 38 games, including 18 of the 38 
"first pick" games, for a total of £738 million.2222 BT simultaneously announced plans to 
launch a Sports Channel on all platforms, including BT Vision. 


Premiership Rugby rights(edit] 


On 12 September 2012, BT agreed a £152 million four-year exclusive rights deal for the 
broadcast of Premiership Rugby from the 2013/14 season. 


British Eurosport deal[edit] 


On 8 November 2012, BT signed a contract with British Eurosport to add British 
Eurosport 1 and 2 to its line-up of linear TV channels.24 The deal included sporting 
content to watch on demand. On-demand content was later removed but re-added in 
mid 2018 following the signing of a new deal with Eurosport's current owners Discovery. 


Sky Movies dealieait] 


On 14 October 2013, BT signed a deal with Sky for the carriage of their Sky 
Movies channels and on-demand content. The channels were available to customers 
from 26 October.2z 


Netflix Deal[edit] 


On 10 November 2014 BT and YouView announced that the Netflix player had been 
made available on BT & retail Humax YouView boxes. In addition BT announced a tie in 
deal with Netflix, where you can subscribe to Netflix and pay through your BT TV bill. 23: 


AMC Deal[edit] 


On 4 August 2015 BT and AMC Networks International announced that they would be 
launching the AMC channel for the first time in the UK exclusively for BT customers. The 
channel launched on 28 August 2015 and is available to order free of charge on all BT 
TV packages and to Sky TV customers who also subscribe to the BT Sports Pack.24 


Available Channels[edit] 


The following is a list of live TV channels: on the BT TV platforms with their EPG 
numbers, correct as of 12 March 2019. All channels are offered to the viewer 
via IPTV with the relevant subscription from BT TV: 


Entertainment Plus 


e 307: Comedy Central 
e 308: Comedy Central Extra 


e 309: MTV 
e 310: Gold 
e 311: W 

e 312: Alibi 


e 313: Good Food 


e 315: Eden 

e 317: National Geographic Channel 
e 318: Nat Geo Wild 

e 319: SYFY 

e 320: Universal TV 

e 321l:E! 

e 322: Discovery Channel 

e 323: TLC 

e 324: Investigation Discovery 
e 325: Animal Planet 

e 327: History 

e 328: Crime + Investigation 

e 329: Lifetime 

e 330: History 2 

e = 332: AMC from BT 

e 336: Discovery Science 


e 337: Discovery Turbo 
339: CNN International 


399: BT TV Preview 
412: Eurosport 1 
413: Eurosport 2 
512: TCM 

513: Movies 24 
536: MTV Music 
538: MTV Classic 
542: VH1 

HD Extra bolt-on 


e 370: Comedy Central HD 

e 371: MTV HD 

e 373: National Geographic Channel HD 
e 374: Nat Geo Wild HD 

e 375: SYFY HD 

e 376: Discovery HD 

e 377: TLC HD 

e 378: Animal Planet HD 

e 379: History HD 

e 380: Crime + Investigation HD 

e 381: AMC from BT HD 

e 382: Alibi HD 

e 383: W HD 

e 384: Lifetime HD 

e 385: Universal TV HD 

e 386: E! HD 


387: Dave HD 
388: Good Food HD 
e 389: Eden HD 


e 390: History 2 HD 


391: Vice HD 

392: Gold HD 

435: Eurosport 1 HD 
436: Eurosport 2 HD 
Sky Sports bolt-on 


e 402: Sky Sports Main Event 

e 416: Sky Sports Extra 

e 437: Sky Sports Main Event HD 
e 438: Sky Sports Extra HD 

BT Sport Pack 


e 408: BT Sport 1 
e 409: BT Sport 2 


e 410: BT Sport 3 
* 411: BT Sport ESPN 


e 415: BoxNation 

e 430: BT Sport 1 HD 

431: BT Sport 2 HD 

432: BT Sport 3 HD 

434: BT Sport ESPN HD 
450: BT Sport Extra 1 
451: BT Sport Extra 2 
452: BT Sport Extra 3 
453: BT Sport Extra 4 
454: BT Sport Extra 5 
455: BT Sport Extra 6 
465: BT Sport Extra 1 HD 
466: BT Sport Extra 2 HD 
467: BT Sport Extra 3 HD 
468: BT Sport Extra 4 HD 
469: BT Sport Extra 5 HD 
470: BT Sport Extra 6 HD 
Entertainment Ultra HD Pack 


e 433: BT Sport 4K UHD (only available on the BT YouView Ultra HD box) 
Sky Cinema bolt-on! 


501: Sky Cinema Premiere 

502: Sky Cinema Action & Adventure 
503: Sky Cinema Disney 

504: Sky Cinema Hits 

505: Sky Cinema Family 

506: Sky Cinema Comedy 

507: Sky Cinema Sci Fi & Horror 
508: Sky Cinema Greats 

509: Sky Cinema Crime & Thriller 


e 510: Sky Cinema Select 
e 511: Sky Cinema Drama & Romance 
BT Kids bolt-on 


e 480: Disney Channel 
e 481: Disney Junior 

e 482: Disney XD 

e 483: Nickelodeon 

e 484: Nick Jr. 

e 485: Nicktoons 

e 486: Cartoon Network 
* 487: Boomerang 

e 488: Cartoonito 


e 490: Nick Jr. Too 


These IPTV channels are only available to customers who have access to BT's Infinity 
fibre-optic broadband along with the relevant BT TV subscription. 


The channels became available on BT's YouView service in August 2013, with new EPG 
numbers in the 4xx and 5xx ranges, instead of the 8xx and 9xx ranges which BT Vision 
had before. The EPG numbers are the same on rival TalkTalk Plus TV, as both run on 
(and are maintained by) YouView. 


The Sky Cinema and BT Kids bolt-ons were launched during the Autumn/Winter of 2013. 
These are at additional cost as 'bolt on' packs to the available TV packages. 


Catch Up and On-Demand[edit] 


BT TV Players & Apps Catch-up service is available free of charge on any package and 
include the following: 


e BBC iPlayer 

e ITV Hub 

e STV Player 

e All4 

e My5 

e BT Player 

e Milkshake! (Channel 5's children's programmes) 
e UKTV Play 

e 54C 


App access to the following services 


e Netflix 
e Now TV 
e Amazon Video 


From late May 2008, BT Vision discontinued free access to BBC TV replay, instead 
requiring Vision users to take out a monthly subscription. However, in November 2010, 
BT announced that BT Vision subscribers would be able to access the BBC iPlayer from 
the end of June 2011.29 This service was built by Pushbutton for Microsoft Mediaroom. 


ITV Player has been available since December 2008. Demand 5 was removed on 6 
October 2010, but was reinstated in May 2011. 


BT TV Store 
Content is provided by: 


e BBC 

KTV 

e The Biography Channel 

e Crime & Investigation Network 


e 
c 


e History 

e Comedy Central 

e MIV 

e National Geographic Channel 
e IV 


e Channel 4 

e Channel 5 

e Warner Bros. Television 
e = Adult Swim 

e CBS Television Studios 
e Sony Pictures Television 
e Discovery Channel 

e ABC Studios 

BT Sport 


In addition to the BT Sport channels, an archive of football, wrestling, boxing, martial 
arts, motor sports and extreme sports matches available on-demand, with a few on 

a pay per view basis. This used to be called Vision Sport but has subsequently been 
merged with BT Sport for on-demand content and the name Vision Sport is no longer in 
use. 


BT TV Kids 
BT TV has agreed deals with: 


e BBC (CBBC/Cbeebies) 
e Disney Channel 

e Disney XD 

e Disney Junior 

e Nickelodeon 

e Cartoon Network 

e Boomerang 

e HIT Entertainment 

e DreamWorks Classics 


BT TV Film 


BT TV Film is accessed through the BT TV Player app and provides a library of the latest 
blockbuster films on a pay per view basis. 


Films on BT TV Player mainly come from the following content providers 


e DreamWorks 

e Paramount Pictures 

e NBCUniversal 

e Lionsgate films 

e Buena Vista International 

e Walt Disney Pictures 

e Touchstone Pictures 

e Miramax Films 

e Pixar 

e Warner Bros. 

e Momentum Pictures 

e MGM 

e Artificial Eye 

BT TV also gives users access to Curzon Home Cinema directly from their BT TV 
YouView box within the BT TV Player app where they can purchase some of the latest 
films without the need to connect to a different device. 


BT Music 
BT TV has agreed deals with: 


e Sony BMG 
e EMI Music 


e Universal Music 

e Warner Music Group 
e NBD 

e Planet Rock 


who provide over 1,500 music videos, concerts and music documentaries, on-demand 
available for rent without the need for a BT TV Music Bolt-on. 


YouView from BT{[edit] 


On 21 September 2012, BT, one of the partners of YouView, announced that they would 
provide a free YouView box to its broadband subscribers. This new service will allow 
customers to access BT Vision's on demand content, YouView's EPG technologies such 
as 'scrollback', and Now TV. This came weeks after TalkTalk launched its new YouView- 
based TV service TalkTalk Plus TV. YouView from BT launched on 26 October 2012. 


On 27 June 2013, the CEO of BT's TV division, Marc Watson, said that BT Vision will be 
rebranded as 'BT TV', together with the YouView service under an umbrella brand. BT 
aimed to offer sports on the YouView service. However, on 1 August 2013, BT was 
refused by rival BSkyB to broadcast Sky Sports on BT's YouView service.24 This meant 
that the Vision+ box would continue to be distributed for the purpose of Sky Sports and 
the extra linear channels (as of 27 June), as long until these features would be finally 
available on BT YouView. 


On 9 August 2013, the 18 extra linear channels from BT Vision were successfully added 
to the BT YouView EPG and ready for streaming.”! Just two days prior to this, both BT 
and TalkTalk asked Digital UK to expand the streamed IP channel range from 400-499 
to 400-599, as they both claim to launch over a hundred new streamed channels via 
YouView. 


Vision+ PVR[edit] 


The Vision- is a set-top box, similar to Sky+ and V+, that enables 100 hours of 
television programmes to be recorded while watching other live programmes. The 
service is described as providing a range of on-demand content without compulsory 
subscriptions. However, a BT broadband connection with a guaranteed line speed is 
required. A self-install version and a technician install version of BT Vision are available. 
This box can access standard definition Freeview broadcasts where available, on- 
demand SD and HD content from BT, along with linear VOD channels through BT 
Infinity. 


The original silver Vision+ box is a Toshiba HDTV9719 running Saorview software for 
the IPTV signals. The OS is BT TV. The next generation Vision+ box was made 
by Motorola. The new black Vision+ box is made by Pace. 


BT released a new Humax set top box in late 2012 offering Freeview HD services, linear 
VOD HD channels through BT Infinity, and on-demand boxsets, catchup TV and other 
new features as part of the YouView service. 


The original silver Vision+ boxes will be no use after 30 June 2014. All customers will 
get a free upgrade to YouView, worth £199, if they recontract for 18 months. Users of 
the black Vision+ boxes are unaffected.2! 


Launch packages[edit] 


The newly rebranded BT TV had three packages as of 10 August 2013: 7V 

Essential, Essential Extra, and Unlimited Extra. All packages came with a YouView box 
with Freeview television and radio channels, catch-up TV and the ability to pause, 
record and rewind live TV. A Vision+ box was provided for Sky Sports customers, until 
30 June 2014. 


Vision TV, Music, Kids and Sport were on-demand. All cost 50p a show with 7V Essential, 
and were free and unlimited with TV Unlimited. Vision Filmclub was available for free 
with TV Unlimited, and is not available for TV Essential. 


Vision Box Office was on a pay per view basis, available with both 7V Essential and TV 
Unlimited. 


April 2015 packages[edit] 
On 24 April 2015 BT TV launched revised packages as follows: 


e Starter - Freeview, Catch Up TV, BT Sport, AMC, Pause & Rewind (Set Top Box 
supplied does not record) 

* Entertainment Plus - As per Starter plus with ability to Record TV, 28 linear IPTV 
channels and Mobile App access to IPTV 

e Total Entertainment - As per Entertainment Plus with inclusive Ultra HD, HD Extra 
and Kids Extra bolt ons 


BT customers without Infinity broadband can only obtain the Starter package, with BT 
Sport only available on Starter via IPTV in certain areas. Entertainment packages are 
only available to those with Infinity broadband. 


Unicast IPTV streaming bolt-ons for Netflix, BT Kids (children's content) or BT Music 
content can be added to all packages. Multicast IPTV Bolt-ons for Sky Sports Main Event 
& Extra, Sky Movies and HD channels can only be added to Entertainment packages. 


BT Sport and AMC channels are available free of charge for customers with BT Infinity 
fibre-optic broadband. For customers who don't have access to BT's fibre-optic network, 
these can watch these channels via DTT on a Vision+ box. On 24 January 2014 BT 
ceased to sell BT Sport via DTT, and subsequently ceased provision of BT Sport 2 via 
DTT on 1 January 2015. BT Sport 1 ended on DTT on 2 June 2015.5: 
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TalkTalk TV 

TalkTalk 
Type Pay TV 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability IPTV 
Founded September 2012 (originally 2000) 
Slogan TV the way you want it 
Broadcast 


area 


United Kingdom 


Former names Homechoice, Tiscali TV, TalkTalk TV 


Official 
website 


https://sales.talktalk.co.uk/product/tv 


TalkTalk TV is a UK-based consumer television and video on demand service, operated 
by the TalkTalk Group. In September 2012, TalkTalk TV was launched in partnership 
with YouView. Its television and video on demand service is delivered over a BT phone 
line, using ADSL or VDSL. It provides IPTV, video on demand, telephony and broadband 
internet access. The company features TalkTalk TV Lite or TalkTalk TV Plus. The TV Lite 
Box cannot record and only has the capability of pausing and rewinding for up to 30 
Minutes. The TV Plus Box pausing and rewinding for up to 2 hours. 


History[edit] 


The service, originally known as Homechoice, was launched in September 2000 in the 
London area and provided by Video Networks Limited (VNL), based in Shepherd's 

Bush in London. In 2003, as Homechoice, it expanded its video services. Homechoice 
was purchased by Tiscali UK in August 2006 and rebranded to Tiscali TV. 


On 30 June 2009, the European Union approved a deal in which The Carphone 
Warehouse would buy all the assets of Tiscali UK. As a result of Tiscali UK's acquisition, 
Tiscali TV was rebranded as TalkTalk TV as of 14 July 2009. 


TalkTalk TV however struggled to compete against BSkyB, Virgin Media and BT's 
television services. On 20 October 2010, TalkTalk announced its plans to launch a new 
TV service in 2011, in a partnership with YouView.™ By the start of 2011, TalkTalk 
discontinued its existing TV service and removed it from their official site. 


TalkTalk formally launched its YouView-based TV service in September 2012. 
As of May 2013, TalkTalk Plus TV was Britain's fastest growing TV service. 


YouView launched a Netflix player for new and existing Netflix customers. This is now on 
retail boxes and this launched on TalkTalk in late 2015. 


TalkTalk struck a deal to offer original series and content from Maker Studios, a 
company owned by the Walt Disney Company. 


Channels and content/edit] 


TalkTalk Plus TV is delivered by IPTV signals using a YouView set-top box. These boxes 
also allow access to digital terrestrial television (DTT) signals using an additional aerial 
to watch Freeview channels. Originally all its channels and content were available on 
the TalkTalk Player without any EPG channel numbers. On 7 August 2013, the channels 
became available on the YouView EPG with channel numbering ranging from 401 to 
599. The channels can be bought as packages or 'boosts' which can be changed every 
30 days if desired. Customers can Record these 'Boost' channels, along with a new 
version of the TalkTalk Player. As of June 2015 the channels were re-numbered. 


Current TalkTalk packages with the channel numbers are as follows (On Demand 
content is in the TalkTalk Player): 


Comedy Central 


Entertainme 
nt 


TV Select 


Entertainme 
nt 


Comedy Central Extra 


Entertainme 
nt 


Good Food SE 


Gold +1 TV Select 


Entertainme 
nt 


TV Select 


National Geographic TV Select 


: Entertainme 
Nat Geo Wild SEP 
nt 
Entertainme 
SYFY = ee 


Entertainme 
i 


Entertainme 
nt 


Crime + Investigation TV Select 


Entertainme 
nt 

: Entertainme 
History 2 T 


TV Select 


Entertainme 
nt 


Sky Sports News 
Sky Sports Main Event Sky Sports 


Sky Sports Premier E 
League 

Sky Sports Football Sky Sports 
Sky Sports Cricket Sky Sports 


Sky Sports Golf 
Sky Sports F1 
Sky Sports Action 
Sky Sports Arena 
Sky Sports Box Office 


BT Sport Extra 1 
BT Sport Extra 2 
BT Sport Extra 3 
BT Sport Extra 4 
BT Sport Extra 5 
BT Sport Extra 6 
Disney Channel 


Cartoon Network Kids 


Sky Cinema Premiere 
Sky Cinema Action 


Sky Cinema Hits Sky Cinema 


Sky Cinema Family Sky Cinema 


Sky Cinema Comedy Sky Cinema 


Sky Cinema Horror Sky Cinema 
Sky Cinema Greats Sky Cinema 


Sky Cinema Thriller Sky Cinema 


E 
Sky Cinema Disney 


Sky Cinema Select Sky Cinema 


Sky Cinema Romance Sky Cinema 


a 

MTV Hits Entertainme 
nt 

MTV Classic Sea 

a 


Club MTV Entertainme 
nt 
MTV Rocks rope 


Sony Channel Asia 


Zee TV 


Sony MAX 


On Demand Services[edit] 


Entertainment 


e ABC Studios - On Demand 

e Sky One - On Demand 

e Sky Witness - On Demand 

* Sky Arts - On Demand 

e Comedy Central - On Demand 

e MTV - On Demand 

e National Geographic - On Demand 
e History - On Demand 

e Crime + Investigation - On Demand 
e Lifetime - On Demand 

e FOX - On Demand 

e Gold - On Demand (UKTV Play) 

e W- On Demand (UKTV Play) 

e Alibi - On Demand (UKTV Play) 

e Good Food - On Demand (UKTV Play) 
e Eden - On Demand (UKTV Play) 


Kids 


e Hopster - On Demand 

* Disney Channel - On Demand 
* Disney Junior - On Demand 

e Disney XD - On Demand 

* Nickelodeon - On Demand 

e Nick Jr - On Demand 

* Cartoon Network - On Demand 
e Boomerang - On Demand 

e  Cartoonito - On Demand 

* Baby TV - On Demand 


Movies 


e Sky Cinema - On Demand 
e TalkTalk TV Store (Buy or Rent) 


Tiscali/TalkTalk TV (2006-201 1)[edit] 


Access 


Access to the channels and the Video on demand is via a self branded set-top box that 
is connected to the customer's Television set. The current set-top box features an Aerial 
Socket and a DVB-T receiver. A wireless router for internet access that connects to the 
set-top box is also provided. 


TalkTalk+ 


TalkTalk+ includes a 160 GB hard-drive Digital video recorder, which holds 50 hours of 
recorded television and acts as a replacement for the standard set-top box. TalkTalk+ 
can simultaneously record up to three separate channels. 


Service area 


TalkTalk TV was initially only available in parts of London, Surrey and Hertfordshire. 
Since September 2007 Central and Northern England were TalkTalk TV enabled. Around 
680 Telephone Exchanges are now Tiscali LLU enabled, mostly in London, Manchester, 
the Midlands and Yorkshire and a spattering throughout the rest of the country. 


TV Services 


The majority of standard UK channels are available, such as BBC One and BBC Two, as 
well as Premium channels such as Sky Movies and National Geographic Channel, 
depending on the selected package and corresponding price paid per month. 


Video on Demand is available, depending on the selected package. All customers have 
access to a channel-specific 'catch up' service which allows customers to view a 
selection of programmes up to seven days after they were initially broadcast. Channels 


Three, BBC Four, CBBC Channel, Channel 5 and CBeebies. 


On 13 February 2007, HBO announced C1, its new VOD service was to become available 
on Tiscali TV. 


British Sky Broadcasting announced that it was to supply Tiscali TV with its basic TV 
package including Sky1, Sky2, Sky Arts, Sky News and Sky Sports News. 


TalkTalk TV packages as of 2010 are: 


e Variety Pack 

e Entertainment Xtra Mix 

e Music Mix 

e Kids Mix 

e Bollywood and South Asian TV Subscription 
e  Picturebox Movies 

* Disney Cinemagic Subscription 
e Sky Movies Subscription 

e Sky Sports Subscription 

e ESPN Subscription 

e Chelsea TV Subscription 

e Adult Pack 


See also[edit] 


e TalkTalk TV Store 
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Freesat 
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This article is about the free-to-air satellite service from the BBC and ITV. For the 
similarly named service from Sky UK, see Freesat from Sky. 


Freesat 


W Freesat 


Type Joint venture 


Industry Satellite television 


Founded 16 May 2007 


Headquart United Kingdom 


ers 


Products X Direct broadcast satellite, pay 


television, pay-per-view 


Owner BBC and ITV plc 


Website freesat.co.uk 


Freesat is a British free-to-air satellite television service, provided by joint venture 
between the BBC and ITV plc.™ The service was formed as a memorandum in 2007 and 
has been marketed since 6 May 2008. Freesat offers a satellite alternative to 

the Freeview service on digital terrestrial television, with a broadly similar selection of 
channels available without subscription for users purchasing a receiver. 


The service also makes use of the additional capacity available on satellite broadcasting 
to offer a selection of 17 (as of October 2018) high-definition channels from the BBC, 
ITV, Channel 5, Arirang TV, Bloomberg, Daystar, Discovery Networks, France 

24, NHK, RT UK and TRT World." 


Freesat's main competitors are Freeview, Freesat from Sky, Virgin Media and BT. 
TalkTalk also offer a YouView service (with Channel 4HD and All 4 catch up). 


History[edit] 
Background edit] 


The BBC and ITV, the two biggest free-to-air broadcasters in the UK, make their services 
available digitally through three routes: free-to-air via digital terrestrial and digital 
satellite, and subscription-only via digital cable. 


On digital terrestrial, the channels have always been available free-to-air with the 
appropriate equipment. In 2007 Freeview was available to only 73% of the population. 
B! After analogue TV services were replaced in the digital switchover, this increased to 
98.5% for the public service channels and 90% for the full 'Freeview' service. To provide 
more widespread coverage and a larger number of channels, a digital satellite 
alternative was felt necessary. 


Initially, both the BBC's and ITV's channels were encrypted since the original Astra 
satellites used for Sky broadcast to most of Europe but the broadcasters' rights for 
premium content such as films and sports typically covered the UK only. The use of 
encryption meant that anyone wishing to view the channels had to purchase equipment 
from Sky and pay for a free-to-view viewing card to decrypt the channels. Similarly, to 
use the Videoguard encryption, the broadcasters needed to pay a fee to NDS Group. 


Move to free-to-air(|edit] 


In May 2003 the BBC moved most of its channels from the Astra 2A satellite to Astra 2D, 
which has a footprint that focuses more tightly on the UK.“ This move allowed the BBC 
to stop encrypting its broadcasts while continuing to meet its rights obligations. It 
dropped the encryption two months later.5i$ Two months later, ITV, whose channels had 
already been located on the Astra 2D satellite since launching on the Sky platform some 
years earlier, also made their channels free-to-air. 


On 18 November 2008, Channel 5 commenced broadcasting a single channel via 
Freesat,4 eventually adding its ancillary services 5USA and 5* (now known as 5STAR) 
three years later in December 2011. It later added Channel 5 HD to Freesat following 
the removal of BBC Three (BBC iii) as an SD & HD TV channel (when it moved to on line 
and BBC iPlayer only). 


Viva moved from free-to-view to free-to-air on satellite on 19 March 2013, before 
launching on Freesat on 2 April 2013.8! On 2 April 2013, all seven of Box Television's 
channels left Sky's subscription package, with six becoming free-to-air on satellite; on 
15 April four of the channels - The Box, Kerrang! TV, Kiss TV and Smash Hits - were 
added to the Freesat EPG.29 This was followed by Heat and Magic on 29 April.24 


The free-to-air channels can be received using any standard satellite (DVB-S) receiver, 
although those not licensed by Freesat will need to be re-tuned manually if/when 
channel frequencies are changed. (See next section.) 


Managed servicer[eait] 


The Freesat project aims to provide a managed service with an Electronic Programme 
Guide and interactive features similar to the Freeview service launched three years 
earlier. Unlike Freeview, however, these features are only available on approved 
receivers manufactured under licence from Freesat. 


The initial plan was to launch the service in early 2006. This was postponed to Autumn 
2007 as approval from the BBC Trust was only received in April 2007.22 However, the 
service was further delayed and was officially launched on 6 May 2008.22! 


Launch channelsrieait] 


The service launched officially on 6 May 2008. From the launch, Freesat advertised all 
national television channels from the BBC and ITV as being available on the platform 
(excluding ITV2 +1), as well as all national BBC radio networks.“ Channel 4 also 
managed to make most of its channels free-to-air in preparation for the launch. In 
addition some channels from other broadcasters such as Chello Zone, CSC Media 
Group, Al Jazeera English, Zee Live, Zee News, RIA Novosti and Euronews were included 
on the channel list.2s 


High-definitionjeait] 


BBC HD was the only high-definition channel available on Freesat from launch day, 

ua with ITV HD added as a "red-button" interactive service from 7 June 2008.uzussis On 2 

April 2010 ITV HD changed from an interactive service to a full-time channel called ITV1 
HD, simulcasting the main ITV1 channel.2? The name was changed back to ITV HD on 14 
January 2013. 


BBC One HD, a high-definition simulcast of BBC One, was made available on Freesat 
and other platforms on 3 November 2010. Channel 4 HD also became available on the 
platform on 19 April 2011, but will be withdrawn from 22 February 2018. NHK World 

HD was added to Freesat on 9 May 2011; it shared its channel number with its standard 
definition counterpart and was therefore only listed on high definition receivers, which 
were unable to access the standard definition channel via the EPG. (The SD channel 
ceased transmission on 1 October 2011.) On 23 July 2012, the BBC added 24 temporary 
channels to cover the 2012 Summer Olympics, the channels share their EPG slot with 
their standard definition counterpart.24221 On 29 August 2012, Channel 4 added three 
temporary channels covering the 2012 Summer Paralympics in high definition from the 
following day; the three channels also share their EPG slots.22 On 14 February 2013, RT. 
HD was added to Freesat, sharing its channel number with its standard definition 
simulcast.) 


On 26 March 2013, BBC HD was replaced by a high-definition simulcast of BBC Two. On 
13 June 2013, an HD stream of the BBC Red Button was temporarily made available on 
the EPG.22 On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced they would be launching five new HD 
channels in early 2014.28 The five channels (HD simulcasts of BBC Three, BBC Four, 
CBBC, CBeebies and BBC News) were in fact launched early - on 10 December 2013. 
BBC Three and BBC Three HD have been rebranded as BBC iii and now only available on 
the BBC i player, but in HD if your television is HD ready and can be connected to the 
internet either directly (using an Ethernet cable) or via wi-fi or via your computer online. 
You now have to pay a licence fee to receive all BBC TV channels legally on all devices. 


Channel 4 pulled its 4HD service from Freesat on 22 February 2018, along with its catch 
up on demand ALLA service. It is claiming Freesat has significantly increased Channel 


4's fee for the Freesat platform. Freesat claim however that they have not increased 
their fee for the ALL4 catch up service. Channel 5 HD and S4C HD are continuing to 
broadcast on Freesat, along with all the Channel 4 SD (standard definition) channels 
including Channel 4 SD, Film 4, E4, 4Seven 4 Music and the +1 channels. The Channel 
4HD programme guide was also withdrawn on this date. The Channel 4 SD channels 
remain on Freesat (inc. Channel 4 SD and the SD versions of E4, Film 4 and 4Seven and 
4 Music and all the +1 channels) and the programme guide can still be seen on the 
Channel 4 SD channel. 


Regional variations(edit] 


Some channels (notably BBC One and ITV) are transmitted in regional variations and the 
appropriate services are selected by the Freesat receiver from the user's postcode. In 
March 2010, ITV altered several of their regions from free-to-air transmission to free-to- 
view (because they were moved to a satellite from which transmission covers a much 
larger area than just the UK and content licensing means that they had to be 
encrypted). As a result, a few Freesat viewers (who cannot receive free-to-view, 
encrypted content) were moved to regional variations not corresponding to their actual 
location. Other available regions may be chosen by putting a different post code into 
your box for your preferred TV region. BBC English Regional content is only available in 
SD, whereas Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland programmes are in HD on BBC One 
only. 


Future channels and recent launches(edit] 


On 7 January 2019 UK national radio station Virgin Radio joined the Freesat digital radio 
channels.24 


On 16 January 2019 male-orientated lifestyle channel, DMAX launched on Freesat 
channel 150, replacing Discovery’s Travel Channel on free-to-air. With content centred 
on around survival, extreme lives, motoring and comedy, DMAX joins Discovery FTA 
stablemates, Quest, Quest Red and the Food Network?! 


The Smithsonian Channel launched its first European service in the UK on Freesat on 12 
February 2019 with original content spanning a wide range of non-fiction topics, 
including history, travel, air and space, science, nature and pop culture, inspired by 

the Smithsonian Institution 2! 


On 28 March 2019 the My5 on-demand player for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5 USA, 5. 
SELECT and 5 Spike launched on Freesat, replacing the Demand 5 service.39 


The UK free-to-air entertainment channel operated by Channel 5, Paramount Network, 
joined Freesat on 17 April 2019 on channel 132.24 


On 7 May 2019 the catch-up service for CBS-AMS channels launched on Freesat 
providing on-demand programmes from Horror Channel, CBS Reality, CBS 
Justice and CBS Drama. 


Video on demand[edit] 


The BBC began to roll out a beta version of BBC iPlayer for Freesat devices in early 
2010. BBC iPlayer is an internet based service with around 2500 hours of television 
being available on demand. ITV Hub is available for Humax increased to a 30 day catch 
up service from the original 7 day service but with a larger ITV ident/logo in the top left 
of the screen], Manhattan, and some Sagemcom devices,54 however it is not available 


on 2nd Generation Humax devices to viewers using DG and TD postcodes. It is not clear 
why this is the case. 


In 2010, Freesat also indicated an intent to launch a receiver featuring 
the YouView service (then called 'Project Canvas') and said that the video on demand 
services 40D now ALL4 and Demand 5 were under consideration 59 


On 28 July 2011, the BBC Trust approved proposals to introduce the listing of pay 
content delivered on-demand via broadband. The trust will allow the BBC to continue 
to play a part in Freesat as the plans did not represent a significant change to the 
approval previously given in 2007. There was no need for a Public Value Test or for 
further regulatory process. Under the plans some pay content, such as films, would be 
added to the Freesat EPG alongside the existing free-to-air content. However, there 
would be no adult material or live streamed sports coverage. Freesat itself will not 
supply any of the on demand content, but will allow third parties to do so through its 
EPG. Some content will also be made available through existing channels using an on- 
screen prompt that would take viewers to an on demand environment. Pay-TV sales 
would be handled by a third party, with Freesat operating the conditional access system 
that would underpin it. The plan is to use the upcoming launch of G2 spec receivers to 
add support for Digital Rights Management and where technically possible on existing 
receivers. 


On 29 November 2011, a beta trial for the subscription based on demand movie service 
BoxOffice365 was added to the Freesat EPG.58 On 11 March 2013, BoxOffice365 
withdrew from Freesat.5?! 


The Freetime guide also features a backwards EPG and a Showcase section offering 
recommendations. HTML versions of BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub will also launch, both 
services use MHEG-5 on first generation devices. YouTube launched on Freetime 
receivers on 7 March 2013, the first deployment of YouTube's HTML app in a Western 
European TV service.“ 40D launched on Freesat's Freetime receivers on 27 June 2013, 
making Freesat the first UK TV platform to host the HTML5 version of 40D.42 Demand 
5 arrived on Freesat on 6 August 2013.2 


In December 2015, Freesat announced the availability of an application for 

the Netflix subscription TV streaming service on the Humax HDR-1000S, HDR-1010S, 
HDR-1100S and HB-1000S Freetime receivers. Netflix is expected to be available on 
other Freetime receivers in the future. 


In January 2016, Saorview, the Irish free TV service announced it would be launching an 
online catch-up and on-demand TV service using the commercial version of the 
Freetime software, including EPG roll-back and remote recording, with Freesat providing 
a fully managed service.“ 


In September 2016 the BBC closed the MHEG version of the BBC iPlayer (V2) used on 
some older connected TVs and receivers (manufactured between 2008 and 2014). 
Freesat Freetime equipment using the HbbTV version was unaffected. The BBC 
recommended that consumers should purchase replacement receivers to continue to 
receive iPlayer.“ 


In October 2016 STV Player was made available to Freesat viewers. The online live 
streaming and catch-up service operated by STV shows ITV programmes and content 
from its own archive.“4 


All4 (formerly 40D) was added to the [Humax] Freesat service soon after its launch 
online; however, due to fee increases at start of 2018, Channel 4 have withdrawn the 


All4 on-demand service from all boxes that carry the Freesat Freetime service, from 22 
February 2018 as well as taking Channel 4HD from all HD-capable Freesat devices. 


In September 2018, catch-up service, UKTV Play joined the Freesat on-demand services, 
offering catch-up programming from UKTV's channels 
including Dave, Yesterday, Really and Drama.“ 


In March 2019, Channel 5's Demand 5 app providing catch-up for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5 
USA, 5 SELECT, 5 Spike and Paramount Network was replaced on Freesat by My5, with a 
change in user interface, a selection of programmes from partner 

channels, BLAZE, BET, PBS America, Real Stories, Spark and Together, and some 
programmes shown online exclusively or ahead of broadcast. “2 


Reception equipment|edit] 
See also; Freesat+ 


Receiversiedit] 


Reverse of a Humax Freesat HD box 


At the launch of the service, there were two types of Freesat receivers available — 
standard definition-only receivers and high definition-capable receivers. As of July 2010 
there are eleven companies licensed to produce Freesat boxes and televisions. 

59 Humax launched a Freesat recorder, Freesat+, which became available to the public 
in November 2008.5: 


On 17 October 2012, Humax released the first Freetime receiver, the Humax HDR- 
1000S.22 


Televisions(edit] 


Following the initial launch, Panasonic introduced three plasma televisions with 
integrated HD Freesat receivers. At the end of October 2008, Panasonic brought out 2 
more sizes which are the 32" and 37". 


In April 2009 LG launched 4 LCD TVs with built-in Freesat receivers. The LG series is the 
LF7700 (discontinued mid-2010), with screen sizes of 32", 37", 42" and 47". Sony have 
released two televisions with Freesat receivers, the W5810 and Z5800 series, available 
from sizes 32" up to 52" and in 100 Hz and 200 Hz alternatives. 


Satellite dishieait] 


The service makes use of the same group of Astra satellites at 28.2°E as 

the Sky subscription satellite service. This means that a satellite dish which is 
positioned to receive these services will be capable of receiving Freesat, with the 
addition of a suitable receiver (or Television with receiver built in). Provided that 


the LNB has sufficient outputs, a single dish may be used to receive multiple services 
(i.e. Sky and Freesat). However, a dish with an LNB for the Sky Q service cannot be used 
with a Freesat receiver because Sky Q uses a wideband LNB which is incompatible with 
Freesat receivers. A "Hybrid" Sky Q LNB can be used as it has both wideband outputs 
for Sky Q and conventional universal LNB outputs for non-Sky Q receivers, including 
Freesat. 


For users who do not currently have a satellite dish, Freesat offers an installation 
service which is made available through retailers and which is advertised in a leaflet 
included with Freesat receivers. A suitable dish may also be installed by the user or a 
non-Freesat-affiliated installer. 


Irelandieait] 


While Freesat systems work in Ireland, official branded Freesat receivers are not widely 
or officially marketed in the country. !e27cationneedsed On 23 October 2008 several Irish retail 
chains including Maplin, Tesco Ireland and PowerCity began offering modified Freesat 
systems from Grundig and Alba’?! that had their Freesat branding replaced with a 
Sat4free brand name. The requirement to enter a UK postcode was removed; the 
Systems were instead set to use the version of the electronic programme 

guide appropriate for Northern Ireland through a hard-coded Belfast postcode. 

B4 Sat4free was permanently closed down shortly after. 


Outside the UK and Ireland(edit] 


Although not intended for reception outside of the UK, it is possible to receive Freesat 
outside of the UK and Ireland, although a larger dish may be required as the footprint of 
Astra 2E and Astra 2F (who carry all the channels from the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5) is mainly focused on the UK and Ireland. Even residents of Eastern European 
countries, however, (who generally have giant dishes) can often have access to the 
Freesat UK services. Freesat receivers, however, ask for a UK postcode during 
installation, to determine where regional services are placed in the EPG and channel 
list. 


Technical details[edit] 


Freesat broadcasts from the same fleet of satellites (Astra 28.2°E) as Sky. Channels are 
broadcast using DVB-S. Freesat's role is not broadcasting or availability of channels 
(although the BBC and ITV are substantial broadcasters in their own right) but instead 
providing a platform for receiving the channels and the EPG. 


All of the standard definition channels on Freesat are broadcast using DVB-S; ITV HD, 
NHK World HD and RT HD also use DVB-S. BBC One HD and BBC HD used DVB-S until 6 
June 2011 when the satellite transponder carrying them was upgraded to DVB-S2. 

58 Channel 4 HD had launched using DVB-S2 but the transponder was downgraded to 
DVB-S on 28 March 2012. Standard definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-2, 
while high definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-4. Interactive television is done 
using MHEG-5 rather than the proprietary OpenTV platform used by Sky. Channel 4HD 
will no longer be available from 22 March 2018. 


Since the channels are broadcast in-the-clear, they can also be received by non-Freesat 
receivers, including Sky Digiboxes. 


The specification for Freesat boxes includes having an Ethernet port. This is to allow on 
demand programming from services such as BBC iPlayer or ITV Hub to be viewed 
directly on the customer's television.5"7 


Open standards and technologies form the basis of Freesat's second generation 
Freetime receivers, including those from the Open IPTV Forum (OIPF), the Hybrid 
Broadcast Broadband TV (HbbTV) project and HTML5 browser technology, with the 
majority of the Freetime user interface built using the latter. 5% 


The Freetime spec also includes features such as: DiSEqC 1.2 support; MoCA 
(Multimedia over Coax Alliance) support including single cable 

routing; HTML, JavaScript and CSS internet technologies for broadband-delivered 
interactive services; DRM for online content; and payment mechanisms for broadband 
services like LoveFilm. James Strickland, Freesat's director of product and technology 
development, explained that Freetime is a hybrid between HbbTV and MHEG-5.& 


Adoption[edit] 


The table below shows the quarterly and cumulative sales of Freesat equipment in the 
first years of the service. 


Quart | Quarterl | Cumulativ | Quarterly | Cumulative PE Referenc 

er y Sales e Sales HD Sales HD Sales ; e 
Proportion 

(027 9 

2008 39,018 39,018 23,854 23,854 6196 [ta] 

03; 

2008 68,982 108,000 49,146 73,000 71% [21 

Q4, 

2008 125,000 233,000 99,000 172,000 7996 [3] 

or 

2009 117,000 350,000 91,000 263,000 78% [4] 

Q2, 9 

2009 98,000 450,000 77,000 340,000 7996 [5] 

Q3, 190,000 640,000 P t 7996 [ 6 ]teermanent 


2009 


dead link] 


Q4, ? ? 


o, 
2009 |260.000 900,000 80% [7] 
S 100,000 1,000,000 |? ? 80% [8] 
2010 i paa 
o 250,000 1,250,000 |? ? 80% [9] 
2010 is. 
Q3, 
Sages al ? ? ? 80% [10] 
Q4, 
ae ? ? ? 80% [11] 


In the Q4 2009 report (from the table above), Ofcom reported that Freesat had 
announced the 1 million mark had been hit by the end of February 2010. 


*Note: Ofcom stopped reporting Freesat Penetration Cumulatively with the Q3 2010 
Report, and stopped quarterly reports at the end of 2010. Indications are that Freesat 
penetration largely plateaued in late 2010.15 


In May 2017, Freesat announced that 904,000 devices capable of receiving the platform 
were sold in 2016, with the installed base increasing 58,000 year-on-year and passing 2 
million during the course of the year. 


See also[edit] 


e Freesat from Sky 

e Freeview 

e Saorsat - a free-to-air satellite service for Ireland 

e List of free-to-air channels at 28°E 

e Astra 2E, Astra 2F, Astra 2G - satellites carrying Freesat (with channel lists) 
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This article is about the free-to-view satellite service from Sky UK. For the similarly 
named free-to-air service from the BBC and ITV, see Freesat. 
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for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
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Freesat from Sky is a British satellite television service from Sky UK. It offers over 

240 free-to-air (FTA) channels in its EPG.™ This is a greater number than its 
competitors, Freesat, which has 200+, and Freeview, which has 70+.2 It also has up to 
six HD channels and Sky Active interactive data service. The service is less-promoted 
than the subscription-based Sky satellite service. 


Service reach/edit] 


As of April 2011, the number of households with free-to-view satellite television is 
estimated by Ofcom to be 2.045 million, or 8.0% of households with television.™ (This 
figure includes households with BBC/ITV Freesat, Freesat from Sky, and 'churned' Sky 
subscribers who kept their Sky Digiboxes to access free-to-view channels.) 


Reception equipment[edit] 


This service requires use of the proprietary SkyHD or SD set-top box, to receive the FTA 
channels. Sky's boxes use the proprietary OpenTV EPG for interactive television 
services. The boxes are limited in some regards when compared to other satellite 
receivers, such as digital audio, video outputs, and the lack of the ability to use a dish 
motor and scan for channels not carried on the EPG. They also feature an EPG that 
contains all Sky channels, including pay-TV services which are not available to non- 
subscription viewers. Sky currently include a SkyHD Digibox with new FsfS installations. 
These boxes receive a selection of standard definition and HD channels, but do not 
record. Those who wish to have Sky+ functionality (recording & time-shifting) must buy 
their own box, requiring Sky to 'pair' their existing viewing card to the new box. In 
addition, use of the recording facilities of these PVRs also requires an ongoing monthly 
fee. 


Viewing card(edit] 


Freesat from Sky differentiates itself from Freesat not just by its use of Sky equipment 
but by offering both free-to-air and free-to-view channels. A card is included with 


installation or can be purchased direct from Sky. For security reasons? the viewing 
cards are deactivated from time to time and reception of the encrypted free-to-view 
channels disabled. This requires the user to purchase a new viewing card at the current 
standard charge. Sky viewing cards used to access subscription services revert to acting 
as FsfS viewing cards upon cancellation of the subscription. The viewing card also 
ensures the correct region for regionalised services for BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, 

and Channel 4 , [citation needed] 


Extra channels| edit] 


The following is a list of free-to-view channels on the FsfS platform. A viewing card is 
required to watch them. None of these channels are available on Freesat. BT broadband 
subscribers can also receive BT Sport using a FsfS viewing card. 


e Local TV channels 
e 4Music 
* Yesterday +1 


1. ^ Not all local TV channels are available on the Sky platform and only the relevant 
channel for the user's postcode is shown in the EPG. 


Other features| edit] 


e The viewing card can be used to receive the correct region on the main channel 
number for the following services: 
o BBCOne 
o BBCTwo 
o IIV/SIV / UTV 
o Channel4 


Competition[edit] 


Freesat from Sky (FsfS) is a competitor to the BBC and ITV's Freesat service which also 
broadcasts from 28.2°E and 28.5°E and the DTT service Freeview. FsfS has five free-to- 
view channels which are not available on Freesat (see above) and a large number of 
free-to-air channels which are not directly listed in the Freesat EPG and need manual 
tuning to receive them. 


FsfS has over 240 free-to-air channels on its EPG, (which do not require either a viewing 
card nor a Sky receiver to watch), including Bloomberg Television and the Travel 
Channel, compared to 198 free-to-air channels on Freesat EPG.™ with the remaining 
free-to-air channels not available through the main EPG, and needing manual tuning by 
the user, !<tatienneederl Freeview digital terrestrial television has over 50 free-to-air 
channels but cannot be manually tuned into the free-to-air channels available, etaten 
needed FSfS also pre-tunes the boxes to the correct regional services of broadcasters who 
offer regional services such as the BBC, ITV and Channel 4. which on Freesat requires 
the user manually to enter their postcode during set-up for these correct regional 
services. 


Conversely, there are some TV channels that are on Freeview but are not on the Sky 
EPG, including many adult-category services. Most programming is simulcast on adult- 
category channels on Sky, but with different channel names and broadcast times. !#22 


needed] 
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For a wider corporate history and profile, see Sky (company). 


Sky UK Ltd 
Formerly British Sky Broadcasting Ltd 
Type Subsidiary 
Industry Mass media 


Founded 10 March 1994; 25 years ago 


Headquarters Grant Way, Isleworth, TW7 5QD” 


Area served United Kingdom 
Key people Stephen van Rooyen (CEO) 
Services Broadband 


Video on Demand 
Broadcasting 
Satellite 

Internet 

Television production 
Mobile 


Parent Sky 


Subsidiaries Sky Broadband 
Sky Home Communications 
Now TV 
Freesat from Sky 
Sky Subscriber Services 
Sky In-Home Services 


Website WWW.Sky.com 


Sky UK (formerly British Sky Broadcasting Limited, BSkyB and Sky) is a British 
telecommunications company which serves the United Kingdom owned by Comcast. Sky 
provides television and broadband Internet services, fixed line and mobile telephone 
services to consumers and businesses in the United Kingdom. It is the UK's largest pay- 
TV broadcaster with 12.5 million customers as of 2018."! It was the UK's most popular 
digital TV service until it was overtaken by Freeview in April 2007."! Its corporate 
headquarters are in Isleworth." 


Formed in March 1994 four years after the merger of Sky Television and British Satellite 
Broadcasting, Sky became the UK's largest digital subscription television company. 
Following Sky's 2014 acquisition of Sky Italia and a majority 90.0496 interest in Sky 
Deutschland in November 2014, its holding company British Sky Broadcasting Group plc 
changed its name to Sky plc. The UK subsidiary's name was changed from British Sky 
Broadcasting Limited to Sky UK Limited, and continues to trade as Sky as of November 
2018. 


Sky UK Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Comcast-owned Sky, with its current 
company directors being Andrew Griffith and Christopher Taylor." Andrew Griffith has 
acted as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and the Managing Director for the commercial 


businesses division, however, it was announced in June 2019 that Kevin O'Toole 
of Comcast Business will take on the role of Managing Director of Sky Business 
Communications, reporting to Chris Stylianou. 


(Sky) 


Sky initially faced increased competition from telecommunications providers to deliver 
pay television services over existing telephone lines using ADSL. Such providers are 
able to offer "triple-play" or "quad-play" packages combining landline telephone, 
broadband Internet, mobile telephone and pay television services. 


To compete with these providers, in October 2005, Sky bought the broadband Internet 
service provider Easynet for £211 million. This acquisition allowed Sky to start offering a 
Sky-branded broadband service as well as a "triple play" package combining satellite 
television, land-line telephone and Broadband service. Sky also offers some streaming 
live TV channels to a computer using Microsoft's Silverlight. 


In early 2012, Sky released an update to its Sky Anytime service. This update offers 
customers the chance to buy and rent films from the Sky Store. 


On 26 September 2012, Sky relaunched its "Anytime+" on-demand-via-broadband 
service as "On Demand" as the BBC's iPlayer joined the line-up of channels offering 
catch-up TV on the company's Sky+ HD box - linked to a router, the signal from which 
was recorded before viewing. The BBC was making the preceding week's programmes 
available alongside ITV, Channel 4’s All 4, Channel 5 and the partly BBC Worldwide- 
owned UKTV, as well as Sky's own channels.“ 


Sky Goredit] 
Main article: Sky Go 


On 29 May 2009, it was confirmed that Sky Go would be made available on the Xbox 
360.4! In November 2011 Sony Computer Entertainment struck a deal with Sky to bring 
some of its shows to the PlayStation Store Video Store. Users are able buy individual TV 
episodes in SD or HD. £Z! On 3 December 2014, Sky Go became available on 

the PlayStation 4, followed by the PlayStation 3 on 29 January 2015. xtstionneeden 


Sky Broadbandiedit] 
Main article: Sky Broadband 


On 1 March 2013, it was announced that Sky would buy O2's and Be's broadband 
services from Telefónica for £180 million up front plus another £20 million once 
customers have been transferred. Telefónica said the deal would allow it to concentrate 
on providing better mobile services, including rolling out 4G.) 


Sky offers superfast broadband, Sky Fibre, using ADSL2+ technology and fibre-optic, 
which are provided by BT Openreach. 


Sky Mobileredit] 


On 21 October 2016, it was announced that public pre-registration for Sky's new mobile 
network, Sky Mobile, would take place from 31 October 2016. The network will operate 
as a Full MVNO, utilising the O2 radio access network infrastructure, and O2's full 
network speeds and 4G+.“ On 5 January 2017 Sky Mobile went live to the public across 
the UK. Coining itself as the Smarter Network, with tariffs mainly focused on data rather 


than traditional calls & text, effectively saving consumers money in wasted unused 
minutes and texts. 1GB data costs £10.00 per month while 5GB costs £15.00 per month 
with 10GB data costing £20.00 per month. With all those data tariffs, the customer can 
choose from two different call & text packages with the 'Pay as you use' costing 10p per 
minute of calls and 10p per text message sent or £10.00 per month for Unlimited Calls 
& Texts. The Unlimited Calls & Texts package is free for new or existing Sky TV 
customers using the Sky Mobile network. 


As of 30 March 2017, Sky Mobile is offering handset deals. Products are available from 
manufacturers such as Samsung, Sony, LG and Apple. 


Products[edit] 


Sky Digibox(edit] 
Main article: Digibox 


Sky launched with a set top box known as the Sky Digibox, using the Slogans "What do 
you want to watch?", "Entertainment your way" and the current slogan “Believe in 
Better". This was followed by Sky+, a digital video recorder with an internal hard 
drive which allows viewers to 'pause live television’ (by switching from a live feed to a 
paused real-time recording that can be restarted at any point) and schedule programs 
to record in the future. 


In later years the Sky+ box and then the Sky+ HD box replaced the original Digibox. 
The first photos of a prototype Sky HD box began appearing in magazines in August 
2005, [xtationneedel Sky launched HDTV services in May 2006. All Sky+ HD boxes incorporate 
a version of Sky+ using a 300GB, 500GB, or 1TB hard drive (of which 160GB, 250GB or 
500GB are available to the user) to accommodate the necessary extra data. 


Sky + [edit] 
Main article: Sky+ 


Sky initially charged an additional subscription fee for using a Sky+ PVR with their 
service; waiving the charge for subscribers whose package included two or more 
premium channels. This changed as from 1 July 2007, and now customers that 
subscribe to any Sky package have Sky+ included at no extra charge. Customers that 
do not subscribe to Sky's channels can still pay a monthly fee to enable Sky+ functions. 
In September 2007, Sky launched a new TV advertising campaign targeting Sky+ at 
women. As of 31 March 2008, Sky had 3,393,000 Sky+ users.“ 


In January 2010 Sky discontinued the Sky+ Box, limited the standard Sky Box to 
Multiroom upgrade only and started to issue the Sky+ HD Box as standard, thus giving 
all new subscribers the functions of Sky+. In February 2011 Sky discontinued the non- 
HD variant of its Multiroom box, offering a smaller version of the SkyHD box without 
Sky+ functionality.“4 In September 2007, Sky launched a new TV advertising campaign 
targeting Sky+ at women. As of 31 March 2008, Sky had 3,393,000 Sky+ users. 


Sky+ HDriedit] 

Main article: Sky+ HD 

Sky launched its HDTV service, Sky+ HD, on 22 May 2006. Prior to its launch, Sky 
claimed that 40,000 people had registered to receive the HD service. In the week before 


the launch, rumours started to surface that Sky was having supply issues with its set 
top box (STB) from manufacturer Thomson. On Thursday 18 May 2006, and continuing 


through the weekend before launch, people were reporting that Sky had either 
cancelled or rescheduled its installation. Finally, the BBC reported that 17,000 
customers had yet to receive the service due to failed deliveries.^$ On 31 March 2012, 
Sky announced the total number of homes with Sky+ HD was 4,222,000. 


In early 2012, Sky released an update to its Sky Anytime service. This update offers 
customers the chance to buy and rent films from the Sky Store. In June 2012, Sky 
launched a new EPG for Sky+ HD boxes. The update included a new modernised look 
and improved functionality. As of 1 October 2012, Sky Anytime was rebranded as Sky 
On Demand which included ITV Player and Demand 5. BBC iPlayer followed in late 
Autumn with 40D which changed to All 4 on 30 March 2015, launched in early 2013.59 


Sky 3D[edit] 
Main article: Sky 3D 


Sky began to broadcast programmes in 3D in April 2010. This included new 3D 
channels, including a Sky Sports 3D and Sky Movies 3D. Sky previously experimented 
with 3D broadcasting by broadcasting an Arsenal vs Manchester United football game 
live in 3D in nine pubs situated throughout the United Kingdom.5 


Sky Qiedit] 
Main article: Sky Q 


On 18 November 2015, Sky announced Sky Q, a range of products and services to be 
available in 2016.52 The Sky Q range consists of three set top boxes (Sky Q 1TB, Sky Q 
2TB and Sky Q Mini), a broadband router (Sky Q Hub) and mobile applications. 


The Sky Q set top boxes introduce a new user interface, Wi-Fi 

hotspot functionality, Power-line and Bluetooth connectivity and a new touch-sensitive 
remote control.53 The Sky Q Mini set top boxes connect to the Sky Q set top boxes with 
a Wi-Fi or Power-line connection rather than receive their own satellite feeds. This 
allows all set top boxes in a household to share recordings and other media. 


Sky Q became available to order on 9 February 2016 and is currently the only range 
available to new customers. The Sky+ HD box was removed from sale on Sky's main 
website in October 2016.54 Sky Q has received highly positive reception. 


4K UHD[edit] 


The Sky Q 2TB set top box is capable of receiving and displaying 4K_ 

UHD broadcasts. HDR will be added at a later date when HDR broadcast standards are 
agreed. tenned UHD broadcasts started on 13 August 2016, with the first live Premier 
League football match of the 2016/17 season, Hull vs Leicester City. UHD broadcasts 
are available free of charge to Sky Q 2TB multiscreen customers with any other relevant 
subscriptions. 


Television channels[edit] 


Entertainment 


e Sky One (+1 available) 

e Sky Two 

e Sky Witness (+1 available) 
e Sky Crime (+1 available) 

e Sky Atlantic (+1 available) 


e Sky Arts 

e Pick (+1 available) 

e Challenge (+1 available) 

e Lifetime (joint venture) 

e Comedy Central (+1 available) (joint venture) 

e Comedy Central Extra (+1 available) (joint venture) 


News 

e Sky News 

e Sky News Arabia (joint venture) 
Sports 

e Sky Sports 


e Sky Sports News 


Movies 


e Sky Cinema Premiere (+1 available) 
e Sky Cinema Hits 

e Sky Cinema Greats 

e Sky Cinema Disney 

e Sky Cinema Family 

e Sky Cinema Action 

e Sky Cinema Comedy 

e Sky Cinema Thriller 

e Sky Cinema Drama & Romance 
e Sky Cinema Sci-Fi & Horror 

e Sky Cinema Select 


Documentaries 


e History (+1 available) (joint venture) 
e History 2 (joint venture) 
e Crime+investigation (+1 available) (joint venture) 


Kids 


e Nickelodeon (+1 available) (joint venture) 
e Nick Jr. (+1 available) (joint venture) 


e Nick Jr. Too (joint venture) 
e Nicktoons (joint venture) 
e BabyTV (joint venture) 


Other 


e A+E Networks UK a joint-venture with American company A+E Networks. 


Marketing[edit] 


Sky (formerly marketed as Sky Digital) is the brand name for Sky plc's United 
Kingdom digital satellite television and telecommunications services. Slogans that have 
been used for marketing include “What do you want to watch?", "Entertainment your 
way" and the current slogan “Believe in Better". Sky has also aired several 
advertisements featuring characters from Minions, Inside Out, Kung Fu Panda 3, The. 
Secret Life of Pets, The Lego Batman Movie, Despicable Me 3 and Monster Family. 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Sky Minidish 
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Transmission (edit] 


When Sky Digital was launched in 1998 the new service used the Astra 2A satellite 
which was located at the 28.2°E orbital position, unlike the analogue service which was 
broadcast from 19.2°E. This was subsequently followed by more Astra satellites as well 
as Eutelsat's Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 33C) at 28.5°E), enabled the company to launch a 
new all-digital service, Sky, with the potential to carry hundreds of television and radio 
channels. The old position was shared with broadcasters from several European 
countries, while the new position at 28.5°E came to be used almost exclusively for 
channels that broadcast to the United Kingdom. 


New Astra satellites joined the position in 2000 and 2001, and the number of channels 
available to customers increased accordingly. This trend continued with the launch of 
Eurobird 1 (now Eutelsat 33C) in 2001. Additionally, some channels occasionally 
received new numbering — However, in early 2006, the majority of channels received 
new numbering, with some receiving single digit changes, whilst others received new 
numbers entirely. 


It was the country's most popular digital TV service until it was overtaken by Freeview in 
April 2007.52 


Prior to the migration to Astra 2E, 2F and 2G, Sky was transmitted from 
the Astra satellites located at 28.2? east (2A/2C/2E/2F) and Eutelsat's Eutelsat 
33C satellite at 28.5?E. 


As of 2019, Astra 2E, 2F and 2G are the sole satellites used by Sky UK;5$ a number of 
services are served via narrow UK-only spot beams, the other services downlinked with 
a Europe-wide footprint. UK-only spot beams are intentionally tightly focused over 
mainland UK, however they are still receivable dependent on location and access to a 
sufficiently large dish and sensitive LNB.& 


Eutelsat 33C was subsequently moved to 33? East, then moved again to 133? West and 
renamed as 'Eutelsat 133 West A' to serve transponders offering European and African 
language services, su 


Low-noise block converter edit] 


Provided is a universal Ku band LNB (9.75/10.600 GHz) which is fitted at the end of the 
dish and pointed at the correct satellite constellation; most digital receivers will receive 
the free to air channels. Some broadcasts are free-to-air and unencrypted, some are 
encrypted but do not require a monthly subscription (known as free-to-view), some are 
encrypted and require a monthly subscription, and some are pay-per-view services. To 
view the encrypted content a VideoGuard UK equipped receiver (all of which are 
dedicated to the Sky service, and cannot be used to decrypt other services) needs to be 
used. Unofficial CAMs are now available to view the service, although use of them 
breaks the user's contract with Sky and invalidates the user's rights to use the card. 


Standard definition broadcastsiedit| 


Sky's standard definition broadcasts are in DVB-compliant MPEG-2, with the Sky. 
Cinema and Sky Box Office channels including optional Dolby Digital soundtracks for 
recent films, although these are only accessible with a Sky+ box. Sky+ HD material is 
broadcast using MPEG-4 and most of the HD material uses the DVB-S2 standard. 
Interactive services and 7-day EPG use the proprietary OpenTV system, with set-top 
boxes including modems for a return path. Sky News, amongst other channels, provides 
a pseudo-video on demand interactive service by broadcasting looping video streams. 


Digital satellite receiversiedit] 


Sky utilises the VideoGuard pay-TV scrambling system owned by NDS, a Cisco 
Systems company. There are tight controls over use of VideoGuard decoders; they are 
not available as stand-alone DVB CAMs (conditional-access modules). Sky has design 
authority over all digital satellite receivers capable of receiving their service. The 
receivers, though designed and built by different manufacturers, must conform to the 
same user interface look-and-feel as all the others. This extends to the Personal video 
recorder (PVR) offering (branded Sky+). 


Electronic programme guideredit] 
Technology|edit] 


Sky maintains an electronic programme guide (EPG) which provides information about 
upcoming programmes and a list of channels. TV channels available on Sky are 
assigned a three digit logical channel number which can be entered on a remote control 


to access the channel and determines in what order channels are listed. Radio channels 
similarly receive a four digit EPG number (0 prefix + three digits). 


The EPG differs depending on the viewer's location due to limited regional availability of 
certain channels or conditions relating to their must-carry status. For example, this 
ensures that viewers get access to the correct BBC or ITV region or that S4C gets a 
prominent listing in Wales. 


All channels are grouped into categories depending on their content. What section of 
the EPG a channel gets allocated is determined by rules set up by Sky. 


Sky has no veto over the presence of channels on their EPG, with open access being an 
enforced part of their operating licence from Ofcom. Any channel which can get carriage 
on a suitable beam of a satellite at 28? East is entitled to access to Sky's EPG for a fee, 
ranging from £15-100,000. Third-party channels which opt for encryption receive 
discounts ranging from reduced price to free EPG entries, free carriage on a Sky leased 
transponder, or actual payment for being carried. However, even in this case, Sky does 
not carry any control over the channel's content or carriage issues such as picture 
quality. 


In October 2007, Sky announced that they would not accept new applications to launch 
channel on their EPG, citing "very significant memory constraints" on many of its older 
digiboxes.™! 


In June 2012, Sky launched a new EPG dubbed "Darwin" for their Sky+HD receivers, 
offering a more modern, refreshed interface and some improved functionality. Newer 
SkyQ UHD receivers utilise different hardware, so run a different software stack. 


Numbering system| edit] 


The EPG numbering is altered frequently when new channels launch or receive new 
numbers. A few times, the EPG has been substantially altered. For example: 


e In early 2006, most channels received new numbering. This shake-up intended to 
split up the original ten categories in sixteen. For example, several channels that 
had been listed under the ‘Entertainment’ category where split off into a new 
'Lifestyle & Culture' category while the 'News & Documentaries' category was split 
into two. The 'Specialist' category, which had included shopping, dating, gambling, 
international and adult channels was split into several genres. 

e Following the integration of Living TV Group into Sky in early 2011, several 
prominent slots were freed up as many channels were closed down. It was, reported 
Broadband TV News, the biggest reshuffle in EPG positions for over a decade, with 
MTV, Comedy Central, Universal Channel, Syfy, News Corporation's FX, and 40 HD 
channels moving to more prominent places.!54 

e Documentaries and other channels moving towards general entertainment 
programming and many other channel categories being overspilled into other parts 
of the EPG. Sky reshuffled the channels again on 1 May 2018 which merged the 
documentaries and entertainment channels making many documentaries move to 
more prominent slots which had been occupied by time shift and standard definition 
channels which had been given their own areas in the 200s and 800s with the 800s 
being also filled with SD channels from other categories. 


Competition[edit] 


On 12 July 2011, former Prime Minister Gordon Brown claimed that Sky's largest 
shareholder - News Corporation - attempted to affect government policy with regards to 


the BBC in pursuit of its own commercial interests. He went further, in a speech in 
Parliament on 13 July 2011, stating: 


"Mr James Murdoch, which included his cold assertion that profit not standards was what 
mattered in the media, underpinned an ever more aggressive News International and 
Sky agenda under his and Mrs Brooks' leadership that was brutal in its simplicity. Their 
aim was to cut the BBC licence fee, to force BBC online to charge for its content, for the 
BBC to sell off its commercial activities, to open up more national sporting events to 
bids from Sky and move them away from the BBC, to open up the cable and satellite 
infrastructure market, and to reduce the power of their regulator, Ofcom. | rejected 
those policies." 


On 13 July 2011, MP Chris Bryant stated to the House of Commons, in the Parliamentary 
Debate on the Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for Sky that the company was 
anti-competitive: 


"The company has lots of technological innovation that only a robust entrepreneur could 
to bring to British society, but it has also often been profoundly anti-competitive. | 
believe that the bundling of channels so as to increase the profit and make it impossible 
for others to participate in the market is anti-competitive. | believe that the way in 
which the application programming interface—the operating system—has been used 
has been anti-competitive and that Sky has deliberately set about selling set-top boxes 
elsewhere, outside areas where they have proper rights. If one visits a flat in Spain 
where a British person lives, one finds that they mysteriously manage to have a Sky box 
there even though it is registered to a house in the United Kingdom. "ss 


Virgin Media dispute[edit] 


Virgin Media (re-branded in 2007 from NTL:Telewest) started to offer a high-definition 
television (HDTV) capable set top box, although from 30 November 2006 until 30 July 
2009 it only carried one linear HD channel, BBC HD, after the conclusion of the ITV_ 

HD trial. Virgin Media has claimed that other HD channels were "locked up" or otherwise 
withheld from their platform,' although Virgin Media did in fact have an option to carry 
Channel 4 HD in the future.2“ Nonetheless, the linear channels were not offered, 
Virgin Media instead concentrating on its Video On Demand service”! to carry a modest 
selection of HD content. Virgin Media has nevertheless made a number of statements 
over the years, suggesting that more linear HD channels are on the way.!sersusi 


In 2007, Sky and Virgin Media became involved in a dispute over the carriage of Sky 
channels on cable TV. The failure to renew the existing carriage agreements negotiated 
with NTL and Telewest resulted in Virgin Media removing the basic channels from the 
network on 1 March 2007. Virgin Media claimed that Sky had substantially increased the 
asking price for the channels, a claim which Sky denied, on the basis that their new deal 
offered "substantially more value" by including HD channels and Video On Demand 
content which was not previously carried by cable.“ 


In response, Sky ran a number of TV, radio and print advertisements claiming that 
Virgin Media 'doubted the value' of the channels concerned, at first urging Virgin Media 
customers to call their cable operator to show their support for Sky, and later urging 
Virgin Media customers to migrate to Sky to continue receiving the channels. The 
broadcasting regulator Ofcom subsequently found these commercials in breach of their 
code. 


The availability (at an extra charge) of Sky's premium sport and movie services was not 
affected by the dispute, and Sky Sports 3 was offered as a replacement to Sky One on 
many Virgin Media packages. This impasse continued for twenty-one months, with both 


companies initiating High Court proceedings.z3 Amongst Virgin Media's claims to the 
court (denied by Sky) were that Sky had unfairly reduced the amount which it paid to 
VMTV for the carriage of Virgin Media's own channels on satellite. 8% 


Eventually, on 4 November 2008 it was announced that an agreement had been struck 
for Sky's basic channels - including Sky One, Sky Two, Sky Three, Sky News, Sky Sports 


News, Sky Arts 1, Sky Arts 2, Sky Real Lives and Sky Real Lives 2 to return to Virgin 
Media from 13 November 2008 until 12 June 2011. In exchange, Sky would be provided 
continued carriage of Virgin Media Television's channels - Living, Livingit, Bravo, Bravo 
+1, Trouble, Challenge and Virgin1 for the same period.» 


The agreements include fixed annual carriage fees of £30m for the channels with both 
channel suppliers able to secure additional capped payments if their channels meet 
certain performance-related targets. Currently there is no indication as to whether the 
new deal includes the additional Video On Demand and High Definition content which 
had previously been offered by Sky. As part of the agreements, both Sky and Virgin 
Media agreed to terminate all High Court proceedings against each other relating to the 
carriage of their respective basic channels. 


Discovery Networks dispute[edit] 


On 25 January 2017, Discovery Networks announced that they were in a dispute with 
Sky UK over the costs of payment fees to the broadcaster. 


The broadcaster threatened to blackout their channels on the Sky platform, which 
includes Eurosport, Discovery Channel, TLC, Animal Planet, Investigation 

Discovery, DMAX, Discovery Turbo, Discovery Shed, Discovery Science, Discovery 
History and Home & Health, unless Sky accepted their request for fair pricing. Sky 
indicated that they will not bow down, and the channels will likely become unavailable 
from 1 February 2017. 


The same day, Discovery sent out a press release on the dispute and also blocked 
access to its own website with the news. Discovery stated 'enough is enough' and 
claimed that Sky is paying less for its channels than it was ten years ago. In that time, 
Discovery had stated that its viewing share has grown by more than 20%. Managing 
Director Susanna Dinnage stated in the press release: "We believe Sky is using what we 
consider to be its dominant market position to further its own commercial interest over 
those of viewers and independent broadcasters. The vitality of independent 
broadcasters like Discovery and plurality in TV is under threat." 


In response, Sky stated that they had been "overpaying Discovery for years." It comes 
after Sky had paid £4.2 billion on Premier League rights for the following three seasons. 
[83] 


The channel 'blackout' would have also affect the Sky owned NOW TV with the removal 
of Discovery Channel from both the live stream and On Demand service. 


On 31 January 2017 at around 21:00, Sky UK revealed that they would continue to 
broadcast the Discovery Networks Channels by releasing the following statement: 
"Great news, we can confirm that Sky will continue to carry the Discovery and Eurosport 
channels. This means you can still watch channels including: Animal Planet, Discovery 
HD, Discovery History, Discovery Home & Health, Discovery Science, Discovery Shed, 
Discovery Turbo, DMAX, Eurosport1, Eurosport2, Investigation Discovery, TLC and 
Quest." At the time of the statement release, it had not been revealed how much Sky 
UK had paid Discovery Networks. 


Litigation[edit] 


In July 2013, the English High Court of Justice found that Microsoft's use of the term 
"SkyDrive" infringed on Sky's right to the "Sky" trademark. On 31 July 2013, Sky and 
Microsoft announced their settlement, in which Microsoft will not appeal the ruling, and 
will rename its SkyDrive cloud storage service after an unspecified "reasonable period 
of time to allow for an orderly transition to a new brand," plus "financial and other 
terms, the details of which are confidential".:ss5: On 27 January 2014, Microsoft 
announced "that SkyDrive will soon become OneDrive" and "SkyDrive Pro" becomes 
"OneDrive for Business". sauen 


Hello Games was in legal negotiations with Sky over the trademark on the word "Sky" 
used for the title of their video game No Man's Sky for three years. The issue was 
ultimately settled in June 2016, allowing Hello Games to continue to use the name. 
Criticism and controversies[edit] 

Main article: Criticisms of Sky UK 


Awards and nominations[|edit] 


Year Association Category Nominee(s) | Result 


2017 | Diversity in Media Awards | Broadcaster of the Year | Sky "A 


See also[edit] 


e Sky 

e Sky Deutschland 
e Sky Ireland 

* Sky Italia 

e Sky Espana 

e Sky+ 

e Sky+ HD 

e Sky Betting and Gaming 
e Sky Go 

e Sky Vision 

e Sky Magazine 

e Astra 

e Digibox 

e Now TV 

e Freesat from Sky 
e Team Sky 
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This is a timeline of the history of Sky TV. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o Plans for a pan-European satellite television station are out together by Brian 
Haynes, back by backed by Guinness Mahon and Barclays Merchant Bank. 
e 1981 
o No events. 
e 1982 
o 26 April - Satellite Television launches as a pan-European service. 
e 1983 
o 27 June - News International becomes the majority shareholder of Satellite 
Television. 


e 1984 

o 16 January - Satellite Television is renamed Sky Channel. 
e 1985 

o No events. 
e 1986 


o 2 April - The IBA invites bids from the private sector to operate a commercial 
service on three of the five DBS channels allocated to the UK in 1977 for satellite 
broadcasting. 

o 11 December - The IBA announces that BSB has been awarded a fifteen-year 
franchise to operate the satellite television service.2 


e 1987 
o No events. 
e 1988 


o 8 June - Having failed to become part of the BSB consortium, Rupert 
Murdoch announces plans to launch a four-channel service on the soon to be 
launched Astra satellite. 

o 11 December - The satellite on which Sky Television will broadcast, Astra 1A, is 
successfully launched by communications satellite company SES. 

e 1989 

o 5 February - Sky Television launches at 6 pm. The channel line-up consists 
of Sky Channel, Sky News, Sky Movies and Eurosport. 

o June - BSB is awarded the other two DBS channel slots, meaning that the service 
will launch with five channels. These two channels had originally been allocated 


to the BBC but were handed over for commercial use when the BBC dropped its 
plans to use the two channels on cost grounds.“ 


o 31 July - Sky Channel becomes a UK and Ireland-only service and is renamed Sky 
One. 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o February - Sky Movies is encrypted and becomes Sky's first-ever pay channel. 

o 25 March - BSB launches. Its channels are Galaxy, Now, The Movie Channel, The 
Sports Channel and The Power Station. BSB had planned to launch in September 
1989 but problems with the supply of receiving equipment had delayed the 
launch by six months. 

o 2 November - Sky TV and BSB merge. The new company is called BSkyB. 

o 2 December - Galaxy and Now are closed down and are replaced on the Marco 
Polo satellite by Sky One and Sky News although arts programmes are shown for 
a short time as a weekend opt-out service from Sky News. 

e 1991 

o 8 April - The Power Station closes at 4 am. 

o 15 April — The Movie Channel launches on Astra 1B satellite with the first 
showing of 1989's /ndiana Jones and the Last Crusade, starring Harrison 
Ford and Sean Connery. The ident was made by Pacific Data Images and heavily 
based on NBC's film opening used from 1987 to 1993. 

o 20 April - Sky Sports launches, replacing the BSB Sports Channel. 

o 6-22 May - Eurosport briefly closes after the competing Screensport channel had 
filed a complaint to the European Commission over its corporate structure. TF1- 
Group subsequently steps in to replace BSkyB as Eurosport's joint owners. 

o 3 November - The Comedy Channel launches. 

e 1992 

o February - TV-am closes its in-house news service and contracts out news 
bulletins to Sky News. 

o 18 May - Sky purchases the live rights to the newly formed football Premier 
League for £304 million. 

o 15 August - Sky Sports launches Sports Saturday. The programme follows the 
same format as the BBC's Grandstand programme featuring a mix of sporting 
action, concluding with the day's football results. 

o 16 August - To mark the start of Sky Sports's coverage of the Premier League, 
the channel launches an afternoon-long football programme called Super 
Sunday. 

o 1 September- 

* Sky Sports becomes a subscription channel. 

» Sky Movies stops showing non-movies content. It had previously shown 
selected premium content such as live boxing, music concerts and World 
Wrestling Federation due to it having being Sky's only encrypted channel and 
had been known as Sky Movies Plus. 

o 1 October - The Comedy Channel closes and is replaced by Sky Movies Gold, a 
"classic movies" service was added as a three-channel Sky. 

Movies package. Rocky (starring Sylvester Stallone) was the first film shown on 

the network. 

o 31 December - Sky stops broadcasting via the Marco Polo satellite. 


1993 

o 1 September - Sky Multichannels launches.z 

1994 

o 19 August - Sky Sports 2 launches, initially as a weekend-only service, 

o 3 October - Sky Soap and Sky Travel launch as part-time weekday channels. 

1995 

o 1 November - Sky Sports Gold launches. 

1996 

o 16 March - The boxing match between Frank Bruno and Mike Tyson is the UK's 
first pay-per-view event. 

o 16 August - Sky Sports 3 launches, Sky Sports is renamed Sky Sports 1, and Sky. 
Sports Gold closes. 

o 1 September- Sky 2 and The Computer Channel launch. 

o 1 October - Granada Sky Broadcasting, in conjunction with ITV, launches. The 
channel line-up consists of Granada Plus, Granada Good Life, Granada Men & 
Motors and Granada Talk TV 

o 1November-A joint venture between Scottish Television and BSkyB results in 
the launch of Sky Scottish. 

1997 

o 31 August - Granada Talk TV and Sky 2 stop broadcasting and at around this 
time Sky Sports 2 becomes a stand-alone full-time service. 

o 1 November - Sky Movies and The Movie Channel are rebranded under the Sky 
Movies Screen banner and are now called Sky Movies Screen 1 and Sky Movies 
Screen 2.33 

o 1 December - Sky Box Office launches as a four-channel near on-demand 
service. 

1998 

o 1 May - Granada Good Life is renamed Granada Breeze. 

o 31 May - Sky Scottish stops broadcasting. 

o 15 August - On the first day of the 1998-99 football season, the first edition 
of Soccer Saturday is broadcast. The afternoon-long football scores and results 
service replaces Sports Saturday. 

o 10September - Sky Movies Screen 1 becomes Sky MovieMax, Sky Movies 
Screen 2 becomes Sky Premier, and Sky Movies Gold is renamed Sky Cinema. 

o 1 October - Sky Digital launches, Sky Sports News launches, Sky. 

Movies launches seven more channels and many more Sky Movies Box 
Office channels start broadcasting. 

o 15 November - Rival digital television service OnDigital launches. Sky had 
originally been a partner in the venture but was forced to pull out by 
the Independent Television Commission. However, some Sky channels, 
including Sky One, Sky Sports and two Sky Movies channel, do appear on the 
service. 

1999 

o 30 April - Sky Soap closes. 

o June - Sky News launches Sky News Radio. 

o A August - Sky Sports Xtra launches, initially primarily as an interactive service. 


o 1 October - Sky MovieMax 5 is launched.24 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o March - Sky News Active launches. 
o 10 April - Sky Sports News is renamed Sky Sports.com TV. 
e 2001 
o The first Sky+ boxes go on sale. 
o 1 July - The Sky Sports.com TV brand is scrapped and the channel reverts to its 
original name of Sky Sports News. 
o 18 August - PremPlus launches. 
o 2 September - .tv stops broadcasting. 
o 27 September - Sky stops broadcasting on analogue. 
e 2002 
o 7 January - Sky News content becomes available on terrestrial television for the 
first time in a decade when Channel 5 begins simulcasting part of its breakfast 
news programme Sunrise.“ 
o 1 March - F1 Digital+ launches. It offers enhanced multi-screen coverage 
of Formula One on a pay-per-view basis. 
o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting. 
o 1 July - In another major rebranding of Sky Movies, the Sky Premier channels are 
renamed Sky Movies Premier, the Sky MovieMax channels become Sky Movies 
Max and the Sky Cinema channels become Sky Movies Cinema.22! 
o 30 October - Freeview launches and Sky contributes three channels - Sky. 
News, Sky Sports News and Sky Travel - to the platform. 
o 2 December - Sky 1 Mix launches. 
o 12 December - After just one season, F1 Digital+ closes.™ 
e 2003 
o 17 April - Sky launches three music channels - The Amp, Scuzz and Flaunt. The 
channels are operated on Sky's behalf by CSC Media Group channels. 
o June - The Sky Movies Premier Widescreen channel is closed and the majority of 
films on the remaining channels are now shown in widescreen.2s 
o 1 November - The Sky Movies Premier and Sky Movies Max channels are brought 
under one banner as Sky Movies 1 through 9 and Sky Movies Cinema 1 and 2 
become Sky Cinema 1 and 2.58 
e 2004 
o 24 May - Sky News launches Sky News Ireland - a 30-minute news bulletin for 
viewers in the Republic of Ireland. 
o July - Atthe Races relaunches as a stand-alone venture. Between 2000 and 2003 
the channel had been on air in conjunction with Channel 4. 
o August - Football First launches. The programme allows viewers to choose the 
game they want to watch. 
o 1 November - ITV buys out BSkyB's stake in Granada Sky Broadcasting. 
e 2005 
o 1 January - Sky News takes over the contract to provide Channel 5's news 
service from ITN. The first scheduled Sky produced news programme had been 
due to air on 3 January, but two shorter bulletins for 1 and 2 January were hastily 


added to provide updates following the Indian Ocean tsunami on Boxing Day 
2004.22 


o June - Sky takes full control of Artsworld, two years after it bought a 50% stake 
in the channel.22! 

o 31 October - Sky One Mix is rebranded as Sky Two and Sky Three replaces Sky. 
Travel on Freeview. 

o 1 November - Sky Three launches. 

2006 

o January - Sky launches its online television service Sky By Broadband, which is 
rebranded later in 2006 to Sky Anytime on PC. 

o 30 January - A tenth Sky Movies channel is launched and Sky Movies starts 
broadcasting two HD channels. Sky Movies 9 and the new Sky Movies 10 are PIN- 
protected, meaning that for the first time 15 rated films were able to be shown 
as early as 5 pm.24 

o Sky Sports becomes the exclusive broadcaster of all live cricket matches in the 
UK following the ECB awarding Sky exclusive coverage of all of England's home 
tests, one-day internationals and Twenty20 Internationals. 

o 22 May - Sky launches its high definition service when Sky One HD and Sky. 
Sports 1 HD being broadcasting. 

o July - Sky Sports 2HD launches. 

o 3 November - The final edition of Sky News Ireland is broadcast.2%24 

o December - Chart Show Channels takes full ownership of the three music 
channels that it had run on Sky's behalf. 

2007 

o 1 March- 
= The Sky basics channels stop broadcasting on Virgin Media when the two 

companies cannot agree a new carriage deal. 22 
* Sky Arts launches, replacing Artsworld. 

o 27 March - Sky launches its on-demand service Sky Anytime. 

o 4 April - Sky Movies is revamped with each channel now covering a specific 
genre and are renamed. The new line-up is Sky Movies Premiere, Sky Movies 
Premiere +1, Sky Movies Comedy, Sky Movies Action & Thriller, Sky Movies 
Family, Sky Movies Drama, Sky Movies Classics, Sky Movies Sci-Fi & Horror, Sky 
Movies Modern Greats, Sky Movies Indie, Sky Movies HD1 and Sky Movies HD2.221 

o 6 May - PremPlus closes. 

o 7 November - Sky Travel is renamed as Sky Real Lives, Sky Travel +1 is 
renamed Sky Real Lives +1, Sky Travel Extra becomes Sky Real Lives 2, and Sky 
Travel Shop is renamed as Sky Travel. 

2008 

o 17 March - Sky Sports 3HD launches. 

o 20 March - A HD simulcast of Sky Movies Premiere is launched. 

o 16 May - Sky Anytime on PC is rebranded as Sky Player, along with updated 
software to include live simulcasts of Sky News and Sky Sports. 

o 18 August - Sky Arts +1 starts broadcasting. 

o 31 August - Sky One, Sky Two and Sky Three are renamed Sky 1, Sky 2 and Sky 
3 respectively. 

o October - High-definition simulcast channels of Sky Movies Action/Thriller, Sky 
Movies Sci-Fi/Horror, Sky Movies Drama, Sky Movies Modern Greats, Sky Movies 
Family and Sky Movies Comedy launch.24! 

o 13 November - The Sky Basics channels return to Virgin Media.zs:ze 

2009 

o 26 October - Sky Movies Indie HD launches.22 


2010s[edit] 


e 2010 
o 6January - Sky Sports Xtra is renamed Sky Sports 4. 
o 3 April - Sky 3D launches, initially as a commercial channel. Residential 

customers get access to the channel on 1 October. 221/291 

29 April - Sky Sports 4HD launches. 

6 May - Sky News HD launches. 

June - Sky Sports Radio launches. 

4 June - British Sky Broadcasting and Virgin Media announce that they have 

reached an agreement for the acquisition by Sky of Virgin Media Television.5 

B2 The take-over is completed on 13 July. 

o 24]une - Sky Travel closes.54 

o 5 July - Sky Living Loves launches. The channel shows comedy and drama 
programmes that has recently aired on Sky Living and broadcasts each day 
between 3 pm and 2 am. 

o 9 August - Sky Movies Classics HD launches.5& 

o 19 August - Sky Real Lives closes. 

o 23 August - Sky Sports News stops broadcasting on Freeview!” and a HD version 
of the channel is launched.3$ On Freeview, Sky Sports News is replaced by Sky 3 


Ooo Oo 


+1. 
o 20 October - Sky Arts 2 launches. 
e 2011 


o 1 February - 

"= Sky Atlantic launches. 21401 

"= Living is renamed Sky Living. 

o 28 February - Sky 3 is rebranded as Pick TV. 

o 6 July - Sky Anytime is merged with Sky Mobile and is rebranded as Sky Go. 
“u Key changes include the ability to watch live channels in line with your Sky TV 
subscription at no additional cost, limited to two simultaneous devices. 

o 5 September - Sky Living Loves begins broadcasting 24 hours a day. 

October - The final edition of Sky Magazine is published.“ 

o 8 November - ITN confirms it has secured a five-year contract to resume 
production of 5 News from early 2012, meaning Sky News will cease to 
broadcast on the channel from the end of 2011.5! 

e 2012 
o 21 February - Sky Living Loves stops broadcasting. 

o 9 March - Sky Sports F1 launches. 

o 12 November Sky One launches a +1 channel although for licensing 
reasons, The Simpsons is not broadcast on the timeshift channel. 

e 2013 
o 28 March - Sky Movies Disney is launched, effectively replacing Disney 

Cinemagic.“ 

o 7 October - Pick TV is rebranded as Pick. 

e 2014 
o 12 August - 

* Sky Sports 5 launches, primarily to broadcast European football.“ 
a Sky Sports News is rebranded Sky Sports News HQ. 
o September - Sky Sports News Radio closes. 


o 


o 13 October - Following BSkyB's 2014 acquisition of Sky Italia and a majority 
90.0496 interest in Sky Deutschland in November 2014, its holding company 
British Sky Broadcasting Group plc changes its name to Sky plc.^? The United 
Kingdom operations also changes the company name from British Sky 
Broadcasting Limited to Sky UK Limited, and still trades as Sky. 

e 2015 

o S9june- 
= The two Sky Arts channels merge into a single service. “8 
» Sky 3D closes as a linear channel. 
* Sky Livingit is rebranded as Real Lives. 


e 2016 
o 9 February - Sky Q prepares to launch as from this date customers can order Sky 
Q boxes. 


o 15 June - Sky Movies is rebranded as Sky Cinema.5e5: 
13 August - Sky Sports broadcasts its first event in UHD. 

o 24 August - Sky Sports Mix launches. It is available to all Sky customers, and is 
designed to offer a sampling of content from the full range of Sky Sports 
networks to non-Sky Sports customers. 221521 

e 2017 

o 4January - Sky Cinema Box Office closes. 

o 18 July - Sky Sports is revamped with the numbered channels being replaced by 
sports-specific channels. These include two channels dedicated to football, a 
cricket channel and a golf channel. Other sports are moved to two new channels 
- Action and Arena - and a showcase channel called Sky Sports Main Event is 
launched which features simulcasts of the top events being show on Sky Sports 
that day.52 Also, Sky Sports News drops the HQ label. 

e 2018 

o 23 January - Fox's £11.7bn bid to take full control of Sky is provisionally blocked 
by the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) amid concerns of plurality.5» 

o 14 February - BT and Sky have agreed a £4.4bn three-year deal to show live 
Premiership football matches from 2019 to 2022, but the amount falls short of 
the £5.1bn deal struck in 2015.59 

o 27 February - US cable TV giant Comcast makes a £22.1bn bid for Sky, 
challenging the existing offer from 21st Century Fox.) 

o 6 August - Sky Living is rebranded as 'Sky Witness', bringing an end to 
the Living brand after 25 years.59 

o 26 September - 21st Century Fox announces it will sell its 39% stake in Sky 
UK to Comcast, ending Rupert Murdoch's three decade association with the 
broadcaster. 

e 2019 
o 1 January - Sky Sports Racing launches, replacing At The Races. le 
o 1 October - Sky Crime launches. It replaces Real Lives. 


o 


2020s[edit] 


e 2020 
o February - Sky Comedy will launch. 
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The Sky Multichannels logo used in promotions by British Sky Broadcasting 


Sky Multichannels was a package of analogue television channels offered 
by BSkyB on the Astra satellites at 19.2? east.44 from 1 September 1993 to 27 
September 2001, which started off with 15 channels before expanding to over 40. 


History[edit] 


The service started on 1 September 19935! based on the idea from the then chief 
executive officer, Sam Chisholm and Rupert Murdoch, of converting the company 
business strategy to an entirely fee-based concept. The new package included four 
channels formerly available free-to-air, broadcasting on Astra's satellites, as well as 
introducing new channels.2 The service continued until the closure of BSkyB's analogue 
service on 27 September 2001, due to the expansion of the Sky Digital platform after 
its launch three years ago on 1 October 1998. Some of the channels did broadcast 
either in the clear or soft encrypted (whereby a Videocrypt decoder was required to 
decode, but without a subscription card) prior to their addition to the Sky Multichannels 
package. Si 


Within two months of the launch, Sky gained 400,000 new subscribers, with the 
majority taking at least one premium channel, Z2 which helped BSkyB reach 3.5 million 
households by mid-1994. 


Some channels were not launched on 1 September 1993, but were added later; 
including QVC which launched on 1 October 1993, and VH1 which launched on 1 
October 1994. When VH1 Germany launched in 1995, VideoCrypt decoders would 
blank out the channel to UK viewers and prevent them from watching the German 
channel free.3! Nick at Nite, although part of the original Multichannels plan, did not 
launch.24 Sky Soap and Sky Travel also launched on 3 October 1994 as part of the 
package.2:22 The launch of Astra 1D allowed Sky to expand the multichannels package 
further, 23 including the launch of Sky's pay-per-view Box Office channels in January 
1997. 


Sky News and CNBC Europe” were also part of the Sky Multichannels package but 
remained free-to-air. QVC however, which launched as part of the Multichannels 
package, switched to free-to-view broadcasting in 1995.23 


Channels which joined the Sky Multichannels package were paid a fee of 15 pence per 
subscriber per month. A European Multichannels package run by BSkyB also using the 
VideoCrypt encryption system's was planned to be launched soon afterwards, but did 
not come to fruition. A European package of channels 


called MultiChoice Kaleidoscope launched on 1 November 1993 using VideoCrypt 2 
encryption. The Multichoice service was run by South African based Network Holdings, 
separate from BSkyB. The Multichoice service initially included Filmnet and The Adult 
Channel as premium channels and The Children's Channel (in Benelux only), Discovery, 
MTV, CMT Europe and QVC as basic channels, 22221291 


Promotion edit] 


British Sky Broadcasting ran television advertisements prior to the new service 
launching. However, in 1993, the Independent Television Commission ruled against 
BSkyB after ten complaints regarding a number of false claims involving some of the 
channels which were due to be part of the package" as well as further complaints 
about the adverts failing to show that a one-year contract needed to be taken out for 
any special introductory offer. 


In conjunction with the launch of the Multichannels package, all Sky networks adopted a 
cohesive graphical and music appearance. Idents for all networks featured the Sky 
logo's newly-added "ring" forming out of swirling energy streaks while the text formed 
out of glass copies. The graphics were produced by American graphical firm Novocom, 
the look for Sky News resembling their earlier work for the CBS Evening News from 
1991. A new music package from American composer Frank Gari (whose music had 
been used by Sky since 1989), dubbed the Sky Symphony, was also used, with differing 
arrangements per channel (Sky News utilized a variant with the signature of Gari's pre- 
existing "Great News" package, which had been used since launch and received a slight 
update with the new look). The full package was used in promotional spots for what was 
termed "the brand-new Sky" and during periods where Sky channels were off the air. 


To promote the Sky Multichannels package on the Astra satellites, a selection of 
channels was placed on Sky's preview channel on transponder 47 of Astra 1C in the 
Cclear.z: The preview channel comprised promotional material in the centre of the screen 
and 12 channels around the edge,” including some English channels which were not 
part of the package. The channel was replaced by Sky Sports 2 on 19 August 1994, 1251 


During sports programming on Sky One, prior to the launch of Sky Sports 2, channels 
which were part of the Sky Multichannels package were made available free-to-view, to 
allow sports subscribers who did not take up the Multichannels package to watch sports 
coverage, but it was also used to promote the package to viewers who had not signed 
up to the Multichannels package.Es 


Satellites|edit] 


Sky Multichannels utilized space on the Astra 1A, Astra 1B, Astra 1C and Astra 
1D satellites. 


1993 channel list[ edit] 


The original subscription charge was £6.99 a month at launch, although those who 
signed up before 1 September 1993 could get the channels for the discounted price of 
£3.99 a month until the start of 1994. 


Additional packages including the multiple channels alongside one or more of Sky's 
premium channels were available from £11.99 to £19.99.:2 


The channels were encrypted using NDS Group's VideoCrypt system,2 and required a 
monthly subscription payment, VideoCrypt decoder and valid viewing card to receive 
the channels. 


Channel 
name 


Sky One 


Sky News 


UK Living 


Nickelodeo 


Bravo 


CMT 
Europe 


Discovery 
Channel 


UK Gold 


The 
Children's 
Channel 


Encryption 
status (at 
launch) 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Free-to-air 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Genre (at 
the time) 


General 
entertainment 


News 


General 
entertainment 
for women 


Children's 
programming 


Classic TV and 
movies 


Country music 
videos 


Documentaries 


UK's classic 
programming 


Children's 
programming 


Notes 


20 hours (when closed hours for 
highlights) 


24 hours 


7am till lam, part owned 
by Flextech 


07:00 - 19:00 


Midday to midnight22 Sharing 
with CNBC and The Adult 
Channel 


06:00 - 16:00, time-shared with 
Discovery Channel. 


16:00 - 06:00, time-shared with 
CMT Europe. 


06:00 - 17:00, time-shared with 
The Family Channel. 


Channel 


Encryption 


Genre (at 


SOME status (at the time) Notes 
launch) 
The Family | encrypted using General 17:00 - 05:00, time-shared with 
Channel VideoCrypt Entertainment | The Children's Channel 
Free-to-view 
QVC encrypted using Shopping Launched on 1 October 1993. 
VideoCrypt 
MTV did not encrypt at the time 
Sky Multichannels launched, 
28! but did so on 3 July 1995. The 
MTV SE 
EUIS Free-to-air Music videos channel was encrypted with 
=urope VideoCrypt 1 for UK viewers and 
in VideoCrypt 2 for European 
viewers. 
encrypted using Music videos Launched on 1 October 1994, but 
VH1 ‘ aimed towards 
VideoCrypt a was promoted from the start 
middle-agers 
ET EE 08:00 - 11:00, time-shared with 
Sky Soap i yp 9 Soap programs | Sky Travel, but was promoted 
VideoCrypt 
from the start 
encrypted using Travel 11:00 - 08:00, time-shared with 
Sky Travel VideoCrypt programs Sky Soap, but was promoted 


from the start 


1995 channel list[ edit] 


In 1995 the number of Sky customers exceeded 5 million.2% Sky Sports 2, Sky Soap, and 
Sky Travel which launched on 3 October 1994, joined the package.&4 


The launch of Astra 1D allowed Sky to expand the multichannels package further, with 
Sci Fi Channel, History Channel, and Paramount Channel, by November 1995. QVC 


however, which launched as part of the Multichannels package, switched to free-to-view 
broadcasting in 1995.3: 


Chann 
el Channe Encryption Genre (at Notes 
numb I name status the time) 
er 
encrypted using General 
il Sky One VideoCrypt RE 24 hours 
General 
ae encrypted using | entertainme 
6 UK Living VideoCrypt Bone 06.00-00.00 
women 
: : Children's 
Y Nickelode NERA Md programmin | 07:00 - 19:00 
on VideoCrypt : 
The New channel, cond E Launched 1 November 1995: 
7 Paramoun | encrypted using Onda 19:00 - 04:00, timeshared 
t Channel | VideoCrypt with Nickelodeon. 
Cane. Documentari 
8 TLC UK encrypted using 09:00 - 16:00 
es 
VideoCrypt 
8 Discovery encrypted using | Documentari 16:00 - 06:00 
Channel VideoCrypt es 
encrypted usin ee 
9 UK Gold yp g Programmin 


VideoCrypt 


g 


Chann 
el 
numb 
er 


10 


10 


nd 


It 


didt 


ial 


p? 


13 


Channe 
I name 


The 


Children's 


Channel 


The 


Family_ 
Channel 


Sky Travel 


Sky Soap 


History 
Channel 


Sci Fi 
Channel 


European 
Business 
News 


Encryption 
status 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New 


New 


Free-to-view 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Genre (at 
the time) 


Children's 
programmin 
9 


General 
entertainme 
nt 


Travel 
programmin 
9 


Soap operas 


History 


Entertainme 
nt with a sci- 
fi theme 


Shopping 


Business 
and news 


Notes 


06:00 - 17:00, time-shared 
with The Family Channel. 


17:00 - 00:00, time-shared 
with The Children's Channel. 


Launched 3 October 94: 
06.00-12.00 weekday (Note 
see below) 


Launched 3 October 94: 
12.00-16.00 weekday (Note 
see below) 


Launched 11 November 
1995: 16.00-20.00 


Launched 1 October 1995: 
20.00-04.00 


Launched on 1 October 1993, 
but was promoted from the 
start. 


06.00 - midday sharing with 
Bravo and The Adult Channel 


Chann 


el Channe Encryption Genre (at Notes 
numb | name status the time) 
er 
encrypted using | Classic TV : T 
1 : 
3 Bravo VideoCrypt and moia: Midday to midnight 
14 CMT encrypted using | Country 06:00 - 19:00, time-shared 
Europe VideoCrypt music videos | with JSTV 
MTV did not encrypt at the 
time Sky Multichannels 
launched,?? but did so on 3 
MTV : Qe July 1995. The channel was 
Es Europe Pree tole Mue NIGER encrypted with VideoCrypt 1 
for UK viewers, and in 
VideoCrypt 2 for European 
viewers. 
New channel, du E. Launched on 1 October 1994, 
16 VH1 encrypted using but was promoted from the 


towards 
VideoCrypt middle-agers start 


e Channel 11 notes: up until October 1995 

e 0000-0600 - Daily Chinese news and entertainment (PAL/Clear) 

e 0800-1200 - Weekdays Sky Soap (PAL/VideoCrypt/Multi channel) 

e 1200-0000 - Mon to Thu and 1200-1800 Fri: Sky Travel (PAL/VideoCrypt/Multi 
channel) 

e 1800-0000 - Fri,and 0800-0000 Sat, Sun Sky Sports 2 (PAL/VideoCrypt/Sports 
subscription) 


1996 channel list/edit] 


In 1996, Sky reached 6 million subscribers. Launch of a further six channels including 
Sky Sports 3 and extended its Premier league rights2” 


Further details can be seen 
here: https://web.archive.org/web/19961114121936/http://www.satcodx.com/astra.html 


and https://web.archive.org/web/20110524023135/http://reocities.com/Heartland/ 


4407/uksw.htm 


Chann 
el 
numb 
er 


Channe 
|I name 


Sky One 


UK Living 


Nickelode 
on 


The 
Paramoun 
t Channel 


European 
Business 
News 


Trouble 


Bravo 


Encryption 
status 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Genre (at 
the time) 


General 
Entertainme 
nt 


General 
Entertainme 
nt for 
women 


Children's 
programmin 
9 


Comedy and 
Drama 


Business 
and news 


Teenagers 


Classic TV 
and movies 
(action and 
horror 
content from 
3rd of 


Notes 


Part owned by Flextech 


07:00 - 19:00, 


19:00 - 04:00, timeshared 
with Nickelodeon. 


07.00 - 12.00 


12.00 = 20:00; 


20.00-07.00 


Chann 
el 
numb 
er 


10 


10 


ial 


dbi 


alal 


ial 


12 


Channe 
I name 


UK Gold 


The 


Children's 


Channel 


The 


Family 
Channel 


Sky Travel 


Sky Soap 


History 
Channel 


Sci Fi 
Channel 


QVC 


Encryption 
status 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Free-to-view 


Genre (at 
the time) 


February 
1997) 


Classic 
Programmin 
g 


Children's 
programmin 
9 


General 
Entertainme 
nt 


Travel 
programmin 
9 


Soap operas 


History 


Entertainme 
nt 


Shopping 


Notes 


06:00 - 17:00, time-shared 
with The Family Channel. 


17:00 - 00:00, timeshared 
with The Children's Channel. 


07.00-12.00 - weekday 


12.00-16.00 - weekday 


16.00-20.00 - weekday 


Mon-Wed 20.00-04.00. 
Thurs-Sun 01.00-04.00 


Launched on 1 October 1993, 


Chann 


el Channe 
numb I name 
er 
13 TLC UK 
Discovery 
13 
Channel 
HSN 
he Direct 
14 Fox Kids 
14 Sky Two 
15 MTV 
Europe 
16 VH1 
ad Granada 


Encryption 
status 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 


Genre (at 

the time) notes 
but was promoted from the 
start. 

Documentari 09:00-16:00, 

es 

r eve. 16.00-02:00, 


Shopping 02:00-09.00 


06.00 - 19.00, sharing 


atgan with Sky Two. 

General 19.00 - 06.00. Sky Two 
entertainme | began broadcasting on 1 
nt September 1996 at 7pm 


Music videos 


Music videos 
aimed 
towards 
middle-agers 


Classic TV 06.00 - 23.00, sharing with 


Chann 


numb 


20 


2il 


Pail 


22 


22 


23 


25 


Granada 
Good Life 


Computer 
Channel 


Granada 
Talk TV 


Sky 
Scottish 


Encryption 
status 


encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


New channel, 
encrypted using 
VideoCrypt 


Premium 
channel 


encrypted using 


Genre (at 
the time) 


Sports and 
cult TV 
aimed at 
men 


Lifestyle 
programmin 
g aimed at 
women 


Programmin 
g about 
computing 


Talk and 
phone-in 
programmin 
9 


Scottish 
programmes 


Classic 
movies 


Country 


Notes 


Granada Men & Motors 


23.00-02.00, sharing with 


Granada Plus 


06.00 - 18.00, 


18.00-20.00 


06.00-18.00, 


18.00-20.00 


17.00-05.00 


24 hours 


Chann 


el Channe Encryption Genre (at Notes 
numb I name status the time) 
er 
Europe VideoCrypt music videos 
1997[edit] 


This section contains content that is written like an 
© advertisement. Please help improve it by removing promotional 


content and inappropriate external links, and by adding 
encyclopedic content written from a neutral point of view. (August 
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


During 1997: Same as above but: 


e National Geographic Channel launches on 1 September, replacing Sky Two, time 
sharing with Fox Kids. 

e UKTV network launches on 1 November, adding three new channels - UK. 
Horizons, UK Style and UK Arena - which share a single channel. 

e Christian Channel Europe (04-11), Sky Soap, (11 -16) History Channel (16-20) and 
Sci-Fi Channel (20-04) moved to a new channel to allow Sky Sports 2 and Sky. 
Travel to broadcast longer. 

e  EBN - European Business News (06-12), Trouble (12-20), Bravo (20-06) 

e Pay-per-view movies launch on Sky Box Office on 1 December 1997. 

e  https://web.archive.org/web/20130618202239/http:// 
www.selkirkshire.demon.co.uk/analoguesat/historiclists/Sky97.html 


The Subscription Costs, July 1997 


e Basic package with the Sky Multichannels Package - £11.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + Sky Movies/The Movie Channel - £17.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + Sky Sports 1 (SS2 and SS3 are bonus channels in this package)- 
£17.99 / month 

e Sky Multichannels + 2 Premium Channels + 2 bonus channels - £23.99 / month 

e Total package including Sky Multichannels + 3 Premium Channels + 4 bonus 
channels - £26.99 / month 


Closure[edit] 


Due to the growth of digital television and the Sky Digital platform, alongside greater 
choice of channels and the removal of channels having to timeshare due to bandwidth 
constraints, BSkyB soon announced that its analogue service would cease transmittion 
for good with all channels in the Multichannels package closing down by 2001.22 BSkyB 
started to cease analogue with TV Travel Shop becoming exclusive to digital in late 


1999. It then continued into February 2000 with many of the channels on Astra 

1D being discontinued. In May 2001, it was announced that due to the possibility of lost 
revenue from the existing 242,000 analogue subscribers, the closure of the remaining 
analogue would be delayed until September 2001 from its original plan of June. 

B4 BSkyB closed down the last remaining channel in the Multichannels package, Sky One 
on September 27, 2001.4 
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On Demand 


ys] 
= lee 
$n“ 
On Demand 
[Developer(s Sky 
D 
Initial 27 March 2007 
|release 
Platform TV 
| Available in English 
| 
Type Video on demand 
Website www.sky.com/shop/tv/ultimate-on- 
demand/ 


On Demand is the brand-name of a range of services from Sky designed to compete 
with video on demand services currently offered by rival companies such as Virgin 


TV or BT TV as well as internet television services such as Amazon Prime 
Video and Netflix. 


On Demand has been available in various forms including: a PC version using a peer-to- 
peer platform over broadband Internet connection, a version for users of 3G mobile 
telephones, a push video on demand service for subscribers equipped with a Sky+ 

HD set-top box or the PVR3 version of the Sky+ set top box and a pull video-on-demand 
service. 


History[edit] 


On 27 March 2007, Sky launched its Sky Anytime service for owners of Sky HD set top 
boxes. The service is a Push video on demand (push VoD) system similar to Top Up TV's 
TV Favourites, where the Sky+ PVR automatically records programmes transmitted 
over-night.™ The service uses 140GB of previously reserved disk space on Sky+ 

HD boxes hard-disk space whilst on standard Sky+ boxes it uses 80GB of the hard-disk 
space. The service is intended to provide a catch-up of a selection of the last week's 
programming. The service was launched on PVR3 Sky+ boxes manufactured 

by Pace and Amstrad on 24 April 2007. The update for Thomson boxes was delayed 
because of technical difficulties, it was finally launched for Thomson boxes on 29 May 
2007. 


On 30 July 2009, Sky confirmed the launch of a 'pull' video-on-demand service for 2010, 
adding to the Sky Anytime 'push' VOD service. On 29 April 2010, Sky revealed that it 
will name its video-on-demand service Sky Anytime+.= "It will be a broad offering at 
launch with a large range of content across the range of content that we show," CEO 
Jeremy Darroch said. "(It will feature) progressive download using the broadband return 
pathway and the hard disc in a combined way. All of the boxes are VOD-ready, so we'll 
be able to roll it out to all of the box population." Sky Anytime+ began a staggered roll 
out from 26 October 2010,“ The majority of Sky's customers were able to receive the 
service by the end of 2010. In the phased rollout, all remaining receivers were enabled 
in the first part of 2011. A background over-the-air update in 2010 upgraded all existing 
Sky+ HD boxes with the software needed to run Anytime+.' 


In July 2011, Sky Anytime was added to Virgin Media with content from Sky Living, 
following on from Sky's purchase of Virgin Media Television. Additional content began 
rolling out on 11 October 2011 ahead of a full launch the following day.Zi$! Programming 
is available in both standard and high definition from Sky1, Sky Arts, Sky Living, Sky 
Movies, Sky News and Sky Sports.*! However HD content from premium channels is 
limited to TiVo subscribers. Sky Anytime content also became available through Virgin 
Media Player online on 28 October 2011 but not on mobile devices. 


On 6 September 2012, Sky announced that Sky Anytime and Anytime+ would be 
merged and rebranded as On Demand, along with the addition of a Catch-up TV section. 
na This occurred on 26 September 2012,24 with Sky Anytime becoming 

a Showcase section and Sky Anytime+ being split into Library, Movies and Sky Store. 


On 11 October 2012, the download component of the on Demand service was activated 
in Ireland, where Anytime- had previously been unavailable. In 2015 the kids area of on 
demand started. 


Content[edit] 


Sky Anytime- at launch. 


On Demand offers around 1,000 hours of content from Sky 1, Sky Atlantic, Sky Arts, Sky 
Living, Sky Movies and Sky Sports, along with material from other broadcasters, such as 
the Disney Channel, ESPN, HBO, National Geographic and UKTV.5i314 A "key focus" for 
the service is movies, with around 500 made available at the launch of Sky Anytime-. 
On Demand is offered without charge to all Sky customers with Sky+ HD boxes, 
although access to premium content such as sport and movies will depend on the 
subscriber's package. All Anytime+ content was initially only available in standard 
definition, with high definition VOD content via Sky Anytime. However, Sky's head of TV 
services Kathryn Downward said that Anytime+ could offer HD content in the future and 
3D on-demand was "definitely something we are considering" and HD content was later 
made available. So far, more HD content has been added from both Sky and the BBC. 
On 1 September 2011, a further 10 channels were added to the service. 


ITV Player became accessible through the main Sky Anytime+ menu as well as a 
dedicated ITV Player section on 31 January 2012, featuring archive content.:s The 
catch-up TV section of on Demand launched on 26 September 2012, featuring ITV 
Player, Demand 5, Sky TV (Sky1, Sky Arts, Sky Atlantic and Sky Living), Sky Sports and 
Sky Movies.z::s BBC iPlayer arrived on 30 October 2012,22 while 40D launched on 18 
March 2013.58 


Downloadsi[edit] 


Download content in on Demand is supported by progressive download, meaning it 
downloads in the background while the user is watching. Standard definition movies are 
typically around 1.3GBs, which takes about one minute to start playing on 2Mbit/s+ 
connections, but around 40mins on sub-1Mbit/s lines. Downloads can also be paused if 
the user wants to free up their broadband line for another task. However, Anytime+ was 
initially only made available to Sky customers with a Sky Broadband connection, 
meaning anyone on another internet service provider missed out. Downward said that 
the reasoning behind this strategy is to enable the "optimum experience" for customers 
and make it easier to manage technical issues. On 20 March 2012, Sky Anytime+ was 
made available across all broadband providers.“ 


Content requiring a download is managed in the existing Sky+ Planner tool. Users are 
able to trigger multiple downloads of content at one time, which all funnels into the 
Planner. The system handles one download at a time, with users able to shuffle their 
download list to prioritise different content. If users are watching Sky television, then 
the system also pops up a reminder to indicate when selected content is available to 
watch. Among notable new features on the user interface is a 'play' icon, which 
indicates that content is available to play immediately. However, any content not 


carrying the 'play' icon will require time to download before running entirely without 
buffering. 


A Wi-Fi adapter has also been made available, manufactured by Netgear, rebadged by 
Sky as the "Sky Wireless Connector". 


Criticisms[edit] 


Unlike BT TV, On Demand's download content will contribute towards the user's 
broadband data limit. Downward said, "To us any internet usage is still internet usage - 
however it's being delivered, if we did [differentiate between Anytime+ data and normal 
internet use] it could be confusing between what isn't and what is."2" Customers who 
sign up for on Demand and are on the Sky Broadband Everyday Lite package are 
warned about how much content (180 minutes) they can consume before they hit their 
cap and anyone with Anytime- that does exceed the cap is reminded that the service is 
contributing to their data usage. 


The download service was not available in Ireland upon launch but the service was 
made available on 11 October 2012.2: 


Sky Go[edit] 
Main article: Sky Go 


Sky Go (formerly known as 'Sky Player', 'Sky Anytime on PC' and 'Sky By Broadband") 
was launched in January 2006. The service allows customers to download video onto 
their PC through a broadband internet connection. As of November 2008 the software 
also allows the live streaming of selected Sky TV channels. The VoD content comprises 
sport highlights, news, feature-length movies and TV programmes. On 6 July 2011, Sky 
Player and Sky Mobile TV services were merged and rebranded as Sky Go. 


The Big New Preview Showr[edit] 


The Big New Preview Show was a programme shown on Sky Anytime, presented 
by Jason Barlow, which advertises the shows coming up on the following week. It was 
updated each week on a Sunday. 


Sky HD viewers received a slightly different programme, 7he Big New HD Preview Show, 
which showcased upcoming high definition content on both Sky Anytime on TV and the 
linear HD channels. 
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Sky Go (formerly known as Sky Player, Sky Anytime on PC and Sky By 
Broadband) is an online television service from Sky which launched in January 2006. 
The service allows users to watch live and on demand video content from 

their Mac, Windows PC, mobile phone, Xbox 360, Xbox One, PlayStation 3 or PlayStation 
4 via a broadband or Wi-Fi internet connection. On demand content comprises sports 
highlights, latest news, movies and TV programmes. Content is viewable for a limited 
amount of time and is protected by digital rights management software provided 

by Microsoft and the NDS Group, and therefore cannot be copied to disc or viewed 
beyond the date carried by its license. The service is available at no extra cost to 
existing Sky TV customers, with accessible content depending on the subscriber's Sky 
package. Non-Sky TV customers can access the service by subscribing on a pay-per- 
view basis. 


Sky Go is viewable on up to two devices, with the ability to increase this to four devices 
with Sky Go Extra for a monthly fee. The now-deprecated Microsoft Silverlight 3.0 
browser plug-in is required to play content on computers. Due to viewing rights, certain 
programmes are not available to watch via Sky Go, and are 'blacked out' from the 
schedule. To have access to the full selection of live TV channels available on Sky Go, 
users will need a subscription to the relevant TV packages that correspond to the 
available channels. 


History[edit] 


Sky Player on Windows Media Center 


On 25 November 2006 Sky announced that Sky By Broadband had been rebranded as 
Sky Anytime on PC. The rebranding also coincided with an update to the client, which 
included a new interface and a pay-per-view service for movies and US television 
shows. On 16 May 2008, Sky Anytime on PC was rebranded as Sky Player, along with 
updated software to include live simulcasts of Sky News and Sky Sports. 


On 29 October 2009, the service expanded on to the Xbox 360. An Xbox Live 

Gold subscription is required, and users need to register via the Sky Go website. 
Features include a party system which allows multiple users to watch content at the 
same time, with users represented by their Xbox 360 Avatars in a virtual room. Due to 
the high level of demand, the launch of the service was troublesome and technical 
issues caused the entire Sky Go platform to become unavailable. To rectify this, Sky 
decided to open up Sky Go on Xbox 360 to users incrementally over the following days. 


On 19 November 2009, Sky Player was also made available to Windows Media Center- 
equipped Windows 7 computers. 


Users of 3G phones on Vodafone, Orange, and T-Mobile could subscribe to Sky Mobile 
TV. The service consisted of three packages, Sky News, Sport and Factual Pack, Sky 
Entertainment Pack and Sky Music Pack which include a mixture of live and made for 
mobile channels of broadcasters channels. 


On 6 July 2011, Sky Player and Sky Mobile TV services were merged and rebranded as 
Sky Go."! Key changes include the ability to watch live channels in line with your Sky TV 
subscription at no additional cost, limited to two simultaneous devices. Support for 
Windows Media Center was dropped, however an app was released 

for Apple's iOS operating system, used on the iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch. A Sky Go 
app for Android devices was released on 20 February 2012." Sky Go for Android does 
not work on rooted phones and was initially only available on a selection of Android 
phones from HTC and Samsung.® On 11 December 2012, Sky Go added support for Jelly 
Bean and additional devices, including those from Google, LG and Sony." 


As of 2013, Sky Go is not in development for other platforms such as BlackBerry 
10, Windows Phone 8 or Windows RT, as Sky believes that the market is too small to 
justify the cost of development. 


On 22 January 2013, a download service called Sky Go Extra was added, allowing up to 
four users to download content to their computers, smartphones and tablets to view 
offline for an additional monthly fee." The download feature was previously available for 
free in the Sky Go Desktop client. 


On 1 May 2014, Sky announced the PlayStation 3 and PlayStation 4 will be receiving Sky 
Go by the end of 2014." The PlayStation 4 received the service on 3 December 2014, 
through an application named "TV from Sky" " and on 29 January 2015 Sky launched 
this application on the PlayStation 3.12 
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Sky Broadband 


Type Broadband Internet Provider 


Industry Internet 
Founded 2006 
Headquarters London, UK 


Area served 


United Kingdom 


Products Internet service 
Parent Sky UK 
Website www.sky.com 


History[edit] 


In October 2005, Sky UK agreed to purchase the ISP EasyNet for £211 million. At the 
time, EasyNet were one of two companies in the UK that had made major investments 
in Local-loop unbundling (LLU), providing Sky with access to 232 unbundled telephone 
exchanges. The purchased company was placed under a new Sky division, Sky 
Broadband. In October 2007, Sky reached the 1 million mark in terms of customer 
numbers, and claim to be adding one new customer every 40 seconds. By September 
2009, it had 2.3 million customers.” By July 2012 Sky had reached 4 million customers, 
and unbundled exchanges covering over 70% of the United Kingdom.5! By January 2017, 
Sky said it had 6.1 million customers.“ 


Sky agreed on 1 March 2013 to buy the fixed telephone line and broadband business 

of Telefónica UK, trading under the O2 and BE brands. The company agreed to pay £180 
million initially, followed by a further £20 million after all customers have been 
transferred to Sky's existing Broadband and telephone business." and customers were 
transferred during 2014. 


Networking[edit] 


Sky Broadband provides Sky customers with download speeds of up to 20Mbit/s 
(ADSL2+ from Sky enabled exchanges, by means of LLU) and up to 76Mbit/s from 
exchanges enabled for FTTC® via an Openreach landline. 


In July 2006, Sky also introduced a free broadband and calls package for its digital TV 
subscribers within the Sky Broadband network area. This means anyone on Sky can get 
free broadband (subject to a 2GB/month usage limit) and free evening & weekend 
telephone calls, as long as the line is in a Sky Broadband network area.“ 


For customers whose exchange has not been enabled for the above services, the 
Connect service is available using the BT Wholesale ADSL Max network. 


Sky launched Sky Broadband in the Republic of Ireland in February 2013.59 


Speeds/edit] 


As with all DSL connections, the further the distance from the DSLAM (usually located at 
the telephone exchange) the customer site is, the slower the line speed will be. Sky 
uses DLM (Dynamic Line Management) over the first 10 days of a new connection to set 
the line at an acceptable downstream and upstream speed in order for the connection 
to remain stable. 


Lines are initially connected at 4Mbit/s and gradually increased over the 10-day 
"training period" until the line shows signs of instability, this allows Sky to know what 
speeds the line can handle whilst remaining stable. 


In April 2012, Sky Fibre was launched almost 2 and half years after British Telecom 
launched BT Infinity in January 2010.24 


In April 2014 it was announced they are to roll out 1 gigabit Fibre to the 
Premises connections in the city of York in partnership with rival TalkTalk.“ 


Sky Wireless Hub[edit] 


The Sky Wireless Hub is a wireless router distributed to all Sky Broadband customers 
when they order their Sky Broadband packages. 


During 2006, Netgear were the only manufacturer of Sky Broadband routers, which 
were made in white. From 2008, Netgear and Sagem were the manufacturers of the Sky 
Broadband routers, made in black and shaped to match the Sky+ HD box. Both routers 
are also distributed in smaller boxes (The boxes are now the size of the routers) as part 
of Sky UK's low carbon scheme in turn reducing postage costs. The Sagem router unlike 
the Netgear router has added restrictions to features such as the built in 

inbound firewall settings and outbound/inbound VPN connections. However 

a firmware upgrade is available upon request, for users wishing to connect to an 
outbound VPN connection using Sky Broadband, while maintaining restrictions on the 
inbound firewall and inbound VPN connection. 


Towards the end of 2010, D-Link started producing routers for Sky. The D-Link router is 
the DSL-2640S. 


On Demand[edit] 


Sky have created On Demand, which will combine Sky Broadband and Sky+ HD to offer 
a true on-demand service using the Ethernet socket of the Sky-- HD box and the Sky 


Broadband router. Sky Customers will be able to connect their Sky router to their Sky+ 
HD box via an Ethernet cable or Wi-Fi adapter, and stream content directly to 

their television. Unlike other VOD services, On Demand video will count towards a users 
data usage. 


Controversy[edit] 


On 21 September 2010, the website of ACS:Law was subjected to a DDoS attack as part 
of Operation Payback. After the site came back online a 350MB file was uploaded 
containing spreadsheets listing more than 8,000 Sky broadband customers accused of 
making unauthorized downloads of adult films. This raised issues concerning Sky not 
following Data Protection Act guidelines.“4 


Broadband Shield[edit] 


In March 2014 Samuel L. Jackson and the other stars of Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier appeared in advertisements for the 'Sky Broadband Shield' web 


blocking product.zs 
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Sky Viewing Card 


The Digibox is a device marketed by Sky UK in the UK and Ireland to enable home 
users to receive digital satellite television broadcasts (satellite receiver) from 

the Astra satellites at 28.2° east. An Internet service is also available through the 
device, similar in some ways to the American MSN TV. The first Digiboxes shipped to 
consumers in mid-1998 when Sky Digital was launched, and the hardware reference 
design is unchanged since. Compared to other satellite receivers, they are severely 
restricted. 


Base technical details[edit] 


The Digibox's internal hardware specifications are not publicly disclosed, however some 
details are clearly visible on the system. All early boxes except the Pace Javelin feature 
dual SCART outputs, an RS232 serial port, a dual-output RF modulator with passthrough, 
and RCA socketed audio outputs, as well as a 33.6 modem and an LNB cable socket. 

A VideoGuard card slot, as well as a second smart-card reader are fitted to the front 


(these are for the Sky viewing card and other interactive cards). All share an identical 
user interface and EPG, with the exception of Sky+ HD boxes which use the new Sky+ 
HD Guide. The latest DRX595 has dropped the RF modulator outputs. A PC type 
interface was fitted internally to some early standard boxes but was never utilised by 
Sky. The latest HD boxes only have a single scart socket but have a RCA/phono socket 
for composite video output. All Sky+ and HD boxes have an optical sound output. 


The serial port outputs data used for the Sky Gnome and Sky Talker.“ The Sky 
Gamepad sends data to the box via the serial port. 


Uniquely, the second RF port outputs a 9 V power signal which is used to power 'tvLINK' 
devices that can be attached to the RF cable next to a TV in a remote room. The tvLINK 
has an IR detector and sends commands from the remote control back to the digibox on 
a 6 MHz carrier on the RF cable. This allows the sky box to be viewed and controlled 
from another room by running a single RF cable. 


All Digiboxes used to run on OpenTV (the latest HD boxes now use what is known 
internally as Project Darwin software) with Sky's EPG software 

and NDS VideoGuard conditional access. The Digibox receives software updates over 
the air, even when in standby mode should an update be available. The software 
features Sky-controlled channel numbering, the ability to view OpenTV 

or WapTV applications provided as "interactive" or "teletext" content on channels, 
parental controls, the ability to order PPV events and some basic control over lists of 
favourite channels and show reminders. 


Early decoders seemingly support only 700 channels approximately in their channel 
listing, as Sky has announced it is halting SD channels' launch applications, with over 
100 awaiting launch, over 600 existing channels, and an average closure rate of 1 per 
week. 


Digibox remote control[edit] 


The Standard Sky Remote in blue 


The Digibox remote control comes in four physical designs - blue with new Sky logo, 
blue with old Sky logo (this version was being issued from around the first year of the 
Sky service, although that logo fell out of use before it launched), black with new Sky 
logo (Sony boxes only) and silver with new Sky logo. However, all have multiple 
variations at present with a new version of Sky remote control being produced every 
year, to support the addition of new televisions to its universal remote 

control capabilities. 


Use outside Sky's system[edit] 


The units are DVB-S compatible, and usually carry the DVB logo on the front. However, 
their use as a DVB-S receiver for anything other than Sky services is seriously limited by 
their reduced choice of symbol rates (22,000 and 27,500; additionally 28,250 and 
29,000 on Sky+ HD), and their inability to store more than 50 (fewer still on some 
models) non-EPG channels without losing them. Following a software "upgrade" the 
digibox will not display programmes from non 28.2 East Satellites. Additionally, once 
any form of parental controls are enabled, the "Other Channels" menu requires PIN 
entry on every use. 


The box also refuses to let users view channels which are free-to-air but displaying flags 
claiming encryption, which locks out some channels even on the satellites Sky use 
themselves, such as Free to View channels and the "EPG Background Audio." channel. 


Manufacturers and non-common features[edit] 


Digiboxes have been made by Amstrad, Sony, Thomson, Panasonic, Grundig, and most 
commonly, Pace. Although the reference designs were identical, a number of digibox 
lines have specific faults or traits, such as failing modems on Grundig units, and 
unstable tuners on older model Pace boxes. Some units add features not found on other 
models, such as S-Video sockets on some Grundig units, and TOSLINK output on Sony's. 


For a long period of time in 2004 and 2005, only one Digibox was in production, the 
Pace DS430N, but Amstrad and Thomson have resumed production with the DRX500 
and DSi4212 boxes respectively. Digiboxes for new customers are assigned randomly, 
and cannot be chosen, creating an after market for specific boxes due to their individual 
features. Sky bought out Amstrad satellite production in 2007 and now only distribute 
boxes which initially appeared as Amstrad models but are now badged merely as Sky. 


Standardised design[edit] 


In late 2005, it was announced that all future Digiboxes would have a standardised 
cosmetic design, although retain the three current makers, and have a slightly 
redesigned remote control, which would be recoloured white with some blue keys. 


Thomson and Amstrad began supplying these boxes in late 2005, with Pace following in 
late 2006.4 The standardised design is known as the "Flow" design. 


Other Digiboxes[edit] 


A second generation of Digibox exists, marketed as Sky+. These PVR units have three 
versions: the 40 GB PVRI1, the 40 GB PVR2, and the PVR3 which is fitted with a 160 GB 
HDD with 80GB available for user recordings, and the remaining 80 GB reserved for use 
by Sky Anytime. All have dual LNB inputs and an optical digital audio output, as well as 
all other features of the Sky box. These units are manufactured by Amstrad, Pace and 
Thomson only, and use a different remote control. USB ports are fitted to the PVR3. 
When Sky+ was launched, there was an additional £10 monthly charge to access the 
Sky+ functionality if two or more premium packages were not subscribed to. Sky have 
now removed this charge, effective 1 July 2007. Without a Sky+ Subscription, the Sky+ 
box reverts to the functionality of a normal Digibox, albeit without Autoview modes. 


The Sky+2TB box has 2 TB to record to and is manufactured solely by Thomson. This 
unit is also fitted with USB ports. (this unit has been discontinued) 


A third generation of Digibox also exists, with the additional ability to receive DVB- 

S2 HDTV signals in the MPEG-4 format. The initial sole manufacturer of these Sky+ 

HD boxes was Thomson, and made their debut on 22 May 2006 with the launch of HDTV 
channels on Sky. Although around 17,000 digiboxes were initially produced, they could 
not meet demand and some had to wait for longer for their SkyHD Digibox. Past 
manufacturers are Thomson, Pace, Amstrad and Samsung. 


These boxes have all the features of a Sky+ box, as well as a HDMI output, and the 
early Thomson DSI8215 model has component video output. 

Both SATA and Ethernet ports are also supplied, currently used for the Sky 
Anytime+ service. As well as requiring a Sky+ subscription or any subscription, HD 
versions of the subscription channels require the payment of an additional £10.25 (or 
€15) per month, although HD channels can be viewed on free-to-air services such 

as BBC One HD, BBC Two HD, BBC Three HD, BBC Four HD, CBBC HD, ITV HD, ITVBe 
HD, Channel 4 HD, NHK World HD and with a Freesat from Sky card, Channel 5 HD. 


On 16 March 2011, Sky launched the Sky HD box, primarily targeted at multiroom 
subscribers. and also used for Freesat from Sky installations. The Sky HD box is not a 
personal video recorder, meaning it has no hard disk and cannot support the Sky+ 
functionality. These were later replaced with Sky+HD boxes, which had both sets of 
functionality. 


Card Pairing[edit] 


All Sky boxes, whether Digiboxes, Sky+ or SkyHD incorporate card pairing. This involves 
the 'marrying' or 'pairing' of a viewing card to one particular STB, thus preventing one 
card (and indeed subscription) being used on multiple digiboxes. During installation the 
engineer will initiate a 'callback' from the STB to Sky via modem and telephone line, 
transmitting details of the viewing card number and the box in which it is installed. 
Once this step has been completed it is no longer possible to view premium channels 
such as Movies or Sports on any other box besides that which the card was paired with. 
Notably, the card can still be used to view non-premium channels such as Sky1 but will 
display an error message when attempting to watch a movie channel or sports channel 
with an unpaired box and card combination. A card can be 're-paired' in some instances 
such as STB replacement or multiroom relocation, however this must be initiated by Sky 
and cannot be completed by an end-user. 


Power consumption[edit] 


Standard Digiboxes use almost as much power in standby as when active; the "standby" 
setting merely mutes the sound and cuts off the picture, but internal signal processing 
continues at the same rate. Sky+ boxes are believed to reduce their power 
consumption more significantly in standby because they can spin down hard disks. 
Power consumption for the standard box varies from around 10 to 18 Watts. Most 
Sky+HD boxes consume up to 60W when active, falling to —30W when the disc is 
powered down. To some degree, this has been addressed with the latest DRX890/895 
HD boxes. These have a power consumption of 45W max but now have a "deep sleep" 
mode consuming around 1/2 W. 


See also[edit] 


e Digital television adapter 
e Set-top box 
e British Sky Broadcasting 


e Sky (UK & Ireland) 
e Astra 28.2°E 
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e Onastra - satellite operator's official consumers/viewers' site 

* SES - satellite operator's official trade/industry site 

e SES guide to receiving Astra satellites 
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For the Estonian radio station, see Sky Plus. 


sky* 


Sky+ logo up until 2010 


A Sky+ set top box 


Sky+, or Sky Plus, is a discontinued personal video recorder (PVR) and subscription 
service from the satellite television provider Sky in the UK and Ireland. Launched in 
September 2001, it allows customers to record, pause and instantly rewind live TV. The 
system performs these functions using an internal hard drive inside the Sky+ set top 
box, an upgrade over the standard Digibox. 


Originally a Sky+ subscription costed £10 per month - this fee was discontinued for 
subscribers from 1 July 2007." By July 2002 the service attracted 25,000 subscibers, 

2 and by 30 September 2009, there were 5.9 million customers with Sky+." Sky+ was 
also been released in Italy, Germany and Austria. 


During its lifetime its chief competitors in the UK market were Freeview+, Freesat+, BT 
Vision, and Virgin Media's V+ and TiVo. In the Republic of Ireland, Sky+ competed with 
Virgin Media Horizon TV and Saorview. In October 2016, Sky stopped selling the Sky+ 
subscription service as it was replaced by the all-new Sky Q, although users of Sky- can 
continue using their legacy box." 


Technical information|edit] 


Combined digital satellite receiver/decoder and personal video recorder (PVR). 

Twin digital satellite tuners - for connection to identical independent feeds 

from Astra 28.2°E. Allows simultaneous recording/viewing or recording of 2 channels 
at once. 

The set-top box middleware is provided by OpenTV, but the EPG and all the software 
extensions that manage the PVR functions are produced by NDS under the name of 
XTV PVR. 

Sky+ has its own electronic programme guide made by Sky. From here, users can 
see what programmes are on in the next seven days. The current EPG software 
version (as of July 2010) is Sky+ 21.23.74. 


Versionsrieadit] 


There have been various versions of Sky+: 


Sky+ 40 GB (discontinued) - First version of Sky+, which costed £300. An average 
of twenty hours recording time. The first generation of boxes (referred to as a PVR1s 
within Sky) were manufactured exclusively by Pace for the UK and Ireland market. 
The second generation of 40 GB boxes (referred to as PVR2s), were manufactured 
by both Amstrad and Pace. 

Sky+ 80 GB (discontinued) - Now officially and colloquially referred to as Sky+, this 
third generation of box (PVR3) are manufactured by Altech UEC, Pace, Amstrad and 
Thomson. Launched in September 2005 as standard Sky+ box, the box has an 
average of forty hours recording time. The box has a 160 GB hard drive installed, 
however half of this (80 GB) is reserved for use by the Sky Anytime TV service. The 
box is known internally at Sky as a PVR3 or Sky+ 80/80.!cton neeaeat 

Sky+ 160 GB (discontinued) - Referred to as Sky+160, this box was manufactured 
by Thomson, with the model number DSI6210, and was available only in the UK. 
Launched in the autumn of 2004 as Premium Sky+ box and a cost of £399, it has 
an average of eighty hours recording time. The box has a 160 GB hard drive 
installed, and all 160 GB is available for user recordings. The Sky Anytime TV service 
is not available on this box. The Sky-- 160 box was discontinued during the first 
quarter of 2006. 

Sky+ 250 GB 

Sky+ (HD) 250 GB - Made by different companies, including Pace, Samsung and 
Amstrad. Formerly with a smaller hard drive (160 GB). Presumably upgraded with 
the increasing numbers of HD channels. Still containing dual tuners and the Sky_ 
Anytime service, although this does not use personal recording space as the hard 
drive is in fact 500GB with a separate 250GB partition dedicated to the Anytime 
service. 

Sky+ (HD) 1 TB (discontinued) - The same as the smaller hard-drive HD box, 
however a four-times larger hard drive. Similar in appearance however silver parts 
are replaced with black making a much slicker looking box. 

Sky+ (HD) 2 TB - The same as the smaller hard-drive HD box, replacing the 1TB 
version however an eight-times larger hard drive. Similar in appearance however 
silver parts are replaced with black making a much slicker looking box. 


Although the different generations of the Sky+ box look similar, they have minor 
external differences (viewing card positions etc.) and significant internal differences. By 
December 2005, Sky+ 80 GB boxes manufactured by Pace, Amstrad and Thomson were 


being installed. Many people have reported various problems with the different boxes. A 
persistent complaint is that early Amstrad 80 GB models are noisy in 

operation. Amstrad was bought out by Sky in 2007, and decided to bring in its satellite 
receiver development and manufacturing in-house. 


Sky+ remoteredit] 


Sky+ remote control 


A typical Sky+ remote control is similar to a typical Sky remote, but provides controls 
for the extra features, e.g. rewinding the programme, record, play or pause, fast 
forward and stopping playback of the programme. The Sky+ remote is silver coloured or 
beige for the early remotes issues with 40GB Boxes (like the set top box) rather than 
the dark blue of the normal and original Sky remote. 


The sky + remote will work a Sky HD Box automatically but does require additional 
tuning to work with a standard sky box which can be found below. 


Remote recordingieait] 


In July 2006, Sky added remote recording functionality to Sky+ in the UK and Ireland. 
This enables customers to schedule recordings when they are away from home via a 
mobile telephone. Programmes can be added to the planner either by downloading an 
application to the mobile phone, called 'Sky Go', or by sending as SMS with details of 
the programme name, time, date and channel. In February 2007, Sky added remote 
recording via the sky.com website, so customers can program their STB from any web 
browser using an EPG similar to that found on the Sky+ system. 


Sky Anytime TV serviceredit] 
Main article: Sky Anytime 


On 2 January 2007, Sky announced plans to release a service, named Sky Anytime to 
Sky+ subscribers. The service is a Push-Video on Demand (push-VoD) system similar 
to Top Up TV Anytime, where the Sky+ PVR automatically records programmes 
transmitted over-night.4 The service, will be available to over 2 million Sky+ 
subscribers, using reserved space on the PVR's hard drive. 


The service works as a catch-up service for the best programmes of the week. The 
service launched some time in March 2007, and is available to owners of Sky HD and 
newer Sky+ boxes.™ 


Critical reception[edit] 


Following a six-month trial of the service, Guy Dixon wrote in PC Advisor magazine that 
he found Sky+ very easy to use and particularly praised the Series Link feature, 


describing it as a "killer app". He also described the ability to pause and rewind live TV 
as a "novelty...that wore off after a couple of days" and criticised the inability to 
customise the EPG's standard channel list. He also questioned whether both the high 
cost of the hardware and extra subscription fee would harm its success and suggested 
Sky should waive the hardware and installation fees.“% Sky would later offer reduced 
cost hardware, and began to waive the extra subscription fee to its premium channel 
subscribers, and subsequently all subscribers. 


BSkyB spent upward of £20 million advertising the new service. In 2004, Sky began to 
waive the service fee to customers who were subscribers of their premium sport and/or 
movie channels, and from 2007, the charge was dropped for all subscribers. Sky+ is 
also built into Sky-- HD digiboxes. 


A number of hackers have attempted to upgrade the Sky+ receiver, primarily through 
the installation of larger hard drives to increase recording capacity; instruction manuals 
and tool kits to do this are widely available. Installing a larger hard drive in the unit is no 
harder than in a normal PC, but the Sky- receiver is sensitive to the type of disk 
installed. Disks with low power requirements and fast spin up times are most likely to be 
compatible. Hard drives (consumer electronics drives) designed specifically by 
manufacturers for use with PVRs provide a considerably lower noise level and produce 
significantly less heat, reducing the need for internal fans to operate as frequently and 
again cutting down on noise generation. 


Software is also freely available which facilitates the migration of recorded material 
from the hard drive to a replacement. However at the time of writing (December 2010) 
this software is incapable of migrating recorded material from a standard definition 
Sky+ Box to a Sky+ HD box. It is thought that this is due to the planner databases used 
for Sky+ and Sky+ HD being incompatible. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky (company) 
e Sky+ HD 
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Sky HD 
Owner Sky plc 
Parent Sky plc 
Launch 22 May 2006; 13 years ago 
date 
Dissolved October 2016 
Official www.sky.com/products/ways-to-watch/ 
website 


sky-plus-hd/ 


Replaced b Sky Q 
y 


Sky+ HD was the brand name of the HDTV service launched by Sky plc on 22 May 2006 
in the United Kingdom and Ireland to enable high definition channels on Sky to be 
viewed. For the first 2 years after launch, the service was branded Sky HD. The service 
requires the user to have a Sky+ HD Digibox and an HD ready TV. A subscription to the 
original HD pack carries an extra fee of £10.25 (€15.00 in Ireland) a month in addition to 
the standard Sky subscription, allowing customers to view HD channels corresponding 
to the channel packs subscribed to. Additional Pay-Per-View events on Sky Box Office 
HD are not available to customers unless they subscribe to the Sky HD pack. 


As of June 2014, subscription numbers for Sky+HD stood at over 5.2 million, an increase 
from 4.8 million the year before.” 


From October 2016, Sky+ HD is no longer being offered as it was replaced by Sky Q. 
Existing customers can continue their subscription with Sky+ HD. 


History[edit] 


Launched in May 2006, Sky HD brought high-definition television to the consumer 
market, initially consisting of nine HD channels. Prices on launch were announced as 
£299 for a HD set-top box, with an additional £10 a month HD subscription on top of any 
existing packages. Customers who pre-ordered by paying a deposit before 6 April 2006 
were the first to receive the service, with installations starting on 21 May 2006 following 
over 40,000 advance orders of the service; the number of Sky+HD pre-orders surpassed 
the total sales in the first year of Sky+. The HD package launched with a one-year 
minimum subscription duration. 


The launch line-up consisted of Sky One HD, Sky Arts HD, Sky Movies 9 HD, Sky Movies 


10 HD, Sky Sports HD, Discovery HD, National Geographic Channel HD, Sky Box Office 
HD 1 and Sky Box Office HD 2 (now Sky Movies Box Office). 


In January 2010, customers started being offered the Sky+ HD box as standard, with the 
HD package being optional at the same subscription price. The Sky+ box was 
subsequently withdrawn, meaning the Sky+ HD became part of a standard installation. 
As of late 2013, the £10.25/month HD pack stopped being offered to new customers, 
instead suggesting customers subscribe to the Family package, then carrying a 
£5/month premium over the cost of the regular Variety package.“ Access to HD 
versions of Sky Sports and Sky Movies requires a separate HD pack subscription, priced 
at £5.25 per month. 


Sky+ recording facilities are included as part of a standard Sky TV subscription 
package, yet entails a fee of £10.25/month if a customer does not subscribe to any Sky 
TV package. Viewers who do not take a subscription Sky TV package or the Sky+ 
service will still receive all free SD and HD channels, but cannot use the recording 
facilities. Uptakers of the subscription-free Freesat from Sky service are provided with a 
recorder-less box branded 'SkyHD' rather than Sky+ HD, given SkyHD boxes provided 
by Freesat from Sky do not contain hardware for recording. 


As of November 2016, Sky offered over 50 HD channels, more than any competitor. 

I8 Numerous FTA HD channels are available which do not require a subscription, only an 
HD capable digibox such as the Sky+ HD box, including BBC One HD, BBC Two 

HD and Channel 4 HD. 


On Demand[edit] 
Main article: On Demand (Sky) 


On 27 March 2007, Sky launched its Sky Anytime on TV Push-Video on Demand service 
for owners of Sky+ HD set top boxes. Programmes in high definition and standard 
definition are recorded overnight to a reserved 140GB of disk space, to give the effect 
of video on demand. 


This has also been used to bring viewers high-definition programmes from channels that 
at the time didn't broadcast in HD. These have included Sky News (Technofile, Diana: 
The Last Word), Disney Channel (High School Musical 2) and Nickelodeon (/Carly). 


Set top boxes[edit] 


An original Sky+ HD Digibox (V.1) backpanel 


The first generation of Sky+ HD Digibox were produced by Thomson, with Sky 
subsequently adding Samsung, Pace and Amstrad as manufacturers afterwards. In 
2009, a manufacturing fault led to a batch of up to 90,000 units manufactured by Pace 
requiring replacement; Sky offered customers 3 months free HD pack subscription for 
the inconvenience. 


For connectivity with HD ready televisions, the box outputs via a HDMI connector 
(adapters to Digital Visual Interface are available). The box is High-bandwidth Digital 
Content Protection (HDCP) compliant. Sky boxes manufactured prior to January 2008 
also had analogue component connections (YPbPr), but as the HDCP copy protection 
cannot be applied to this type of output it is no longer included. Traditional standard- 
definition (SD) connections are available via SCART and S-Video. All programming is 
currently output from both HDMI and SD connections, although individual broadcasters 
have the option to require HDCP (and therefore HDMI) in the future. 


All HD channels are broadcast in 1080i format (though the box can be set to scale this 
to 720p if the user wishes), using the H.264/MPEG-4 AVC compression standard, 

from Astra 2A, Astra 2E, Astra 2F and Eutelsat 28A satellites at 28.2°E and 28.5°E ina 
new DVB transmission standard, DVB-S2. BBC HD was initially broadcast using DVB- 
S but switched to DVB-S2 on 6 June 2011. 


The Version 5 EPG (electronic program guide) is almost identical to the one found on 
Sky+, with the exception being that by pressing TV Guide and then number 2 on 

the remote control, listings for only the HD channels are shown. An update was sent to 
the HD boxes early on 20 March 2007, which also included code for Sky Anytime (now 
OnDemand). Version 8 of the Sky Guide, dubbed the Sky+ HD guide, included a Mini TV, 
improved search functions and a refreshed interface. 


Sky+ HD DRX895W Set Top Box, with remote and power cable 


On 1 October 2010, Sky began the process of downloading open-source software to 
Sky+ HD receivers.™ Unlike the majority of software upgrades made by Sky, the open 
source licences require Sky to notify customers that the download has taken place. 
Subscribers are notified with an on-screen message that refers them to a dedicated 


section of the Sky website." The website also includes a download of the open source 

components including the building environment. Sky says that it has found a number of 
Open Source Software developments that provide capabilities that benefit the software 
used in the Sky+ HD box. 


Release historyi[eait] 


Below is a list of boxes that have been manufactured for use with Sky+ HD.2: All boxes 
are now discontinued and no newer models are expected, since the launch of Sky Q. 
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Sky also manufactured a standard Sky HD box without a hard drive, aimed primarily at 
customers subscribing to Sky Multiroom, as a cheaper alternative to receive HD 
channels if record and playback were not required. 
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Developments[edit] 


Increase in HD channelsieait] 


Co This section needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
reflect recent events or newly available information. (August 2019) 


In over three years since launch, the number of HD channels available has increased 
significantly, thus Sky+ HD is the world's largest HD offering outside North America." 


Sky brought an update to its Sky+ app, this features a similar looking design to the 
Sky+HD box bringing the services more in line with one another. 


On 30 July 2009, Sky confirmed the launch of a "pull" video-on-demand (VOD) service 
for 2010, adding to the current Sky Anytime "push" VOD service.2? The service, 
delivered by broadband internet, will utilise the Ethernet port of existing Sky+ HD 
boxes. Sky's Anytime- will only be available to Sky broadband at launch but sky say it 
will be on all service providers in the near future. Although the service may be similar 
to DirecTV's VOD offering that also uses an operating system built by NDS Group. NDS 


Group was formally a Permira/News Corporation company, but currently part of Cisco. 
Sky have started the phased roll-out of the new guide software for this service. 


On 29 April 2010, BSkyB revealed that their new video-on-demand service would be 
named Sky Anytime 4. "It will be a broad offering at launch with a large range of 
content across the range of content that we show," CEO Jeremy Darroch said. "[It will 
feature] progressive download using the broadband return pathway and the hard disc in 
a combined way. All of the boxes are VOD-ready, so we'll be able to roll it out to all of 
the box population." Sky Anytime+ began a staggered roll out from 26 October 2010. In 
March 2011 it was confirmed by Sky that the Thomson Sky HD boxes would not be 
suitable for the new Anytime- service. Customers with Thomson boxes are being 
offered New boxes.24 


On 1 February 2011, BSkyB introduced a new EPG for Sky HD subscribers which 
switched the standard definition channels with the high definition simulcast. For 
example, Sky News HD, which was on channel 517, switched to channel 501. The same 
happened for other non-regional HD channels, including Syfy, Comedy Central, Sky 
Sports, E4 and Skyl. 


3D{edit] 


Following demonstrations in December 2008,22 Sky announced on 30 July 2009 its 
intention to launch a 3D channel during 2010, featuring a broad selection of 3D 
programming, which is expected to include movies, entertainment and sport.22 Existing 
Sky+ HD receivers will automatically be compatible with the new 3D service, although 
customers will require a new 3D compatible HDTV set to view in 3D. A 3D trailer has 
been in circulation in UK cinemas for the new service. It is thought that it will use the 
new MVC video codec. The first programme that was broadcast by Sky in 3D was 

the Arsenal vs Manchester United football match on Sunday 31 January 2010. The 3D 
match was available in nine hand-picked pubs in England and in Ireland.22 On Monday 
29 March 2010, Sky 3D appeared on the EPG at number 217, showing "Programs Start 
on Saturday". Sky launched its 3D services on 3 April with the Manchester United 

vs Chelsea football match being broadcast in over a thousand pubs across England in 
3D.24 As of October 2014 Sky 3D is on channel 170. From 9 June 2015 customers 
wanting to access Sky's 3D content will only be able to do so via its on-demand 
channels. To this end, there will be a new 3D segment in the Sky Box Sets, Movies, 
Store and TV Guide sections. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky 
e Sky UK 
e Sky Ireland 


e High-definition television 
e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
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Sky 3D 


Launched 3 April 2010 (commercial) 
1 October 2010 (residential) 


Closed 9 June 2015 (switched to on demand) 


Owned by Sky plc 


Picture format 1080i (3DTV) 


Language English 
Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland 
area 
Website www.sky.com/3d 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky On Demand Service 


Sky 3D is a 3D television on-demand service and a former channel on the Sky platform, 
that launched on 3 April 2010 with the Manchester United vs Chelsea football match 
being broadcast to over a thousand pubs in the UK and Ireland in 3D.™ On 1 October 
2010, Sky 3D became available to residential subscribers.Zi? The channel broadcast a 
mixture of movies, entertainment and sport for 16 hours a day from 09:00 to 

01:00 UTC. 


To promote its 3D channel, Sky broadcast a documentary programme titled Flying 
Monsters 3D presented by prominent naturalist and broadcaster David Attenborough on 
Christmas Day 2010. Sky has also agreed deals with Walt Disney Pictures, 20th 
Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Warner Bros., Paramount and DreamWorks to showcase 
all of the studios' new 3D films, including the 3D world premiere of Avatar.2 Sky also 
filmed a Bollywood dance routine at St Pancras railway station in 3D as part of a 
partnership between Sky Arts and the English National Ballet.? Sky is also working 

with Nintendo to provide shortform content from Sky 3D to the Nintendo 3DS.* In April 
2011, Sky announced that Kylie Minogue's Aphrodite World Tour would be shown on Sky 
3D in June 2011. 


3D was also available for use by many broadcasters on the Sky platform, including A+E 
Networks, Discovery Communications, ESPN Inc. and MTV Networks to broadcast their 
own 3D programming.@2224 During the 2012 Summer Olympics, Sky 3D provided 
coverage from Eurosport, with the channel made available to all of Sky's HD pack 
subscribers for the duration of the games.” 


On 24 April 2015, Sky announced that the channel will become solely on demand from 
June 2015."3! The dedicated Sky 3D channel closed on 9 June 2015 but Sky continues to 
provide 3D as part of their On Demand services. As at 15 August 2017 there are around 
50 feature films available in 3D along with a selection of arts and documentary 
programmes. 
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Sky Q 


Sky Q is a subscription-based television and entertainment service provided 
by satellite broadcaster Sky in the UK, Ireland, Germany, Austria and Italy. 


The flagship product from Sky, Sky Q originally launched in 2016 as a major revamp of 
the previous Sky+ and Sky+ HD services it replaced. Sky Q has been referred to as a 
"multimedia platform" that combines conventional television with on demand and catch 
up services, as well as third-party services.” It includes a PVR set top box, multiroom 
set top box, a dedicated broadband-connected "hub", and applications for mobile and 
desktop devices. As of April 2018, Sky Q was in 2.5 million homes in the UK, Ireland and 
Italy.) In July 2018, Sky reported that there were 3.6 million Sky Q customers." 


Launch[edit] 


Sky Q was first announced by Sky UK in November 2015, formerly known as Project 
Ethan, and was released in the UK in February 2016. It was later also released for Sky 
Italia customers in November 2017!9 and in May 2018 for Sky Deutschland." In contrast 
to Sky UK and Sky Italia, existing customers in Germany and Austria could receive Sky Q 
through a free software update on existing UHD-capable "Sky+ Pro" receivers. 


Hardware[edit] 


The Sky Q Silver box 


The flagship Sky Q "Silver" set top box (called "Platinum" in Italy) has a 2 terabyte hard 
disk and 12 satellite tuners, allowing up to six live TV channels to be recorded while 
watching a seventh. This box is also capable of receiving and displaying 4K resolution 
"ultra-high-definition" (UHD) broadcasts, which were started by Sky in the UK in August 
2016.23 The regular Sky Q box has 1 terabyte of storage and has 8 tuners, supporting 
broadcasts up to 1080p ("Full HD"). A third box, Sky Q Mini, acts as a secondary device 


without tuners or hard drives that merely networks to the main box to allow the Sky Q 
service to be used in multiple rooms, and can also be used as a Wi-Fi "extender" to 
provide stable broadband connections.“ 


The Sky Q remote control is a fully redesigned compared to the older Sky+ one, 

using Bluetooth technology instead and containing a large touchpad for scrolling and 
selecting in the user interface. |t includes voice control allowing functions including 
recording, toggling subtitles, finding movies and more.£2 Further, the service also 
includes a dedicated Hub that acts as a broadband router and connects the boxes 
together through powerline networking.5?! 


Softwarel|edit] 


Using the Sky Q apps designed for the Android and iOS operating systems, Sky Q 
recordings at home can be watched on mobile devices on the go.2: Sky Q also offers 
access to box sets on Sky Store. In 2019, Sky teamed up with Netflix to offer that 
service with Sky Q for £3 per month, cheaper than a standard Netflix subscription, 
called "Ultimate On Demand". 


In August 2017, Sky added Dolby Atmos sound support on Sky Q.:« Sky announced 
that High Dynamic Range (HDR) will be coming to Sky Q in 2019.2» 


Reception[edit] 


Sky Q mostly received positive critical reception in the UK. A/phr.com in April 2018 
called the service "pure brilliance" and that it "keeps getting better", rating it 5 out of 5. 
ua TrustedReviews in April 2019 rated it 4.5 stars out of 5, praising the interface, on-the- 
go recordings, UHD resolution and Netflix integration, while criticising that it isn't cheap. 
un Another review from 2019, by 73, also rated it 5 stars out of 5, with the verdict 
stating "Sky Q was already the best viewing experience money could buy and now, with 
Netflix seamlessly integrated into its UI, it has powered even further away from its 
rivals." The cons were stated to be lack of Amazon Prime Video and HDR.&! Stuff also 
rated it 5 stars out of 5 as of January 2019, commenting that it "works flawlessly and 
could change the way you watch TV", although adding that "Sky Q isn't for everyone (at 
least not yet)" and that for some people its "extra features will look like luxuries that 
might not be worth the extra expense".22 TechRadar rated it 4.5 stars out of 5, calling it 
the "best TV subscription service on the planet", with its main criticisms being lack of 
Amazon Prime Video and HDR.22 A What Hi-Fi? review from April 2019 gave it 5 stars 
out of 5, praising the content and multi-room ability, while criticising it for being 
expensive and the touchpad remote being "fiddly".24 


Awardsiedit] 


TrustedReviews named Sky Q the "Home Entertainment Product of the Year" in 2016, 
beating PlayStation 4 and Xbox One S.?? Sky Q was rated "Best TV platform" by 73 in its 
2018 awards. 


Advertising[edit] 


Actor Idris Elba is used by Sky UK for its advertising campaigns.24 


See also[edit] 


e NOW TV 
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Criticisms of Sky UK 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article is about criticisms of British Sky Broadcasting. For other uses, see Sky UK. 


The British media company Sky UK has incurred criticism over the years, much of it 
centred on overcharging, anti-competitive practices, and the business practices and 
undue political influence of its one-time majority owner News Corporation. 


Controversy over Sky's operation of pay TV services on Freeview began in 2006. It was 
claimed at various times that Sky was operating in an anti-competitive way in the 
British pay TV market. Similar concerns arose about Sky's procurement, distribution and 
charging levels of films on its Sky Movies service. Sky was exonerated by 

the Competition Commission in August 2012. Sky was found to have overcharged for 

its Sky Sports channels, and was ordered in 2010 to reduce its charges for these 
channels. Its terms for supplying the sports channels to other companies were also 
challenged in 2010-11; some of the complaints were upheld by the regulatory 
authorities, others were not. Another challenge, in 2009, concerned Sky's charges for 
listing free-to-air channels on its electronic program guide (EPG). 


Gordon Brown stated in 2011 that during his term as prime minister (2007-2010), News 
Corporation attempted to affect government policy with regard to the BBC in pursuit of 
BSkyB's own commercial interests. 


In June 2010, News Corporation launched a takeover bid for the remaining shares in the 
company. There was widespread opposition to the bid, on the grounds that it would give 
NewsCorp too dominant a position in the British media. The bid was withdrawn in July 
2011 following the News International phone hacking scandal. The British Office of 
Communications (Ofcom) launched an enquiry that same month to determine whether 
BSkyB should continue to hold a licence to broadcast. In September 2012, Ofcom ruled 
that BSkyB could retain its licence. 


An attempt by 21st Century Fox (the successor to News Corporation) in December 2016 
to acquire the 61% share of Sky that it did not already own"! led to concerns again 
being raised as to whether it would give the Murdoch family too dominant an influence 
over British media." American media conglomerate Comcast entered a rival bid in April 
2018,"! and after an auction,'? 21st Century Fox no longer has any stake in the 
company. As of October 2018, Sky UK is now wholly owned by Comcast." 


Political corruption[edit] 


On 12 July 2011, former British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, claimed that BSkyB's 
majority owner, News Corporation, attempted to affect government policy with regard 


to the BBC in pursuit of BSkyB's own commercial interests. He went further, in a 
speech in Parliament on 13 July 2011, stating: 


"Mr James Murdoch, which included his cold assertion that profit not standards was what 
mattered in the media, underpinned an ever more aggressive News International and 
BSkyB agenda under his and Mrs Brooks' leadership that was brutal in its simplicity. 
Their aim was to cut the BBC licence fee, to force BBC online to charge for its content, 
for the BBC to sell off its commercial activities, to open up more national sporting 
events to bids from BSkyB and move them away from the BBC, to open up the cable 
and satellite infrastructure market, and to reduce the power of their regulator, Ofcom. | 
rejected those policies." 7? 


As a result of the furore over phone hacking - including all main parties in the UK. 
Parliament agreeing on a motion to block the bid?! and the deal being referred to 

the Competition Commission”! - the News Corporation takeover proposal for BSkyB was 
dropped on 13 July 2011.59 


In light of the phone hacking revelations, the UK media regulator Ofcom took the 
decision on 8 July 2011 to be kept informed of the phone hacking investigation and to 
launch a "fit and proper" test, as a result of BSkyB's majority News Corp ownership (part 
of its obligations under the UK Broadcasting Act), in order to remain "satisfied that any 
person (which will include controlling directors and shareholders) holding a broadcasting 
licence remains fit and proper to hold those licences. "221 


On 20 September 2012, BSkyB was found "fit and proper" to retain a licence to 
broadcast by the British Office of Communications (Ofcom). Ofcom stated in its report 
that "Ofcom's duty to be satisfied that a licensee is fit and proper is ongoing. Should 
further relevant evidence become available in the future, Ofcom would need to consider 
that evidence in order to fulfill its duty." 13 


News Corporation takeover bid 2010[edit] 
Main article: News Corporation takeover bid for BSkyB 


As part of News Corporation - which has a large ownership of the UK newspaper market 
- BSkyB was highlighted as part of media ownership concerns in September 2010 by 
Claire Enders, founder of media consultancy Enders Analysis, when she wrote to Vince 
Cable, UK Business Secretary, in a 20-page letter“ stating that News Corporation's bid 
for the 60.996 of BSkyB they don't own would dilute media plurality and exercise "too 
much political influence".23 She also stated any such shareholder arrangement would 
represent a ""Berlusconi moment" for the UK",22 referring to Italy's concentration of 
media ownership. 


This was followed by the same argument from the Financial Times in an editorial,22 who 
stated "a merger would give Mr Murdoch unfettered power to direct its management 
and cash flows"2£ and that, consequently, this would "lock out challengers and stifle the 
diversity of debate."28 Lord Puttnam also argued the same thing, referring to 

the Coalition Government's desire to alter broadcast regulation and its links with News 
Corporation.22 


Pressure group 38 Degrees began a petition to Vince Cable, arguing that News 
Corporation (and Murdoch's) proposed shareholding would stifle a "free and diverse UK 
media" and affect UK broadcasting impartiality rules.2a Global campaigning 
organisation, Avaaz, also opposed the deal, with hundreds of thousands of its members 
signing petitions targeting the UK government.2 


Although the bid was "dropped after only five weeks" some media commentators 
presumed it had been done to "bide time"22 and that News Corp were "still confident" 
they could prove their bid was not "a serious threat to competition". 23! 


In October 2010, a group of media companies - accounting for a third of Fleet 
Street and the BBC - jointly wrote to Vince Cable, the Business Secretary, to lay out 
their reasons for the BSkyB share bid being a breach of media plurality.24 The BBC's 
contribution to the letter was subsequently attacked in a (News International 
owned) Times editorial. 


Competition and vertical integration[edit] 


Televisionrjeait] 


Ofcom complained that Sky's plan to operate pay TV services on Freeview was 
"generating serious consumer detriment"2# and the National Consumer Council call 
Sky's plan "bad news for consumers,"Z2 combined with representations 

from BT, Setanta, Top Up TV, and Virgin Media caused Ofcom to launch an investigation 
into the "features of the [UK pay TV] market, including control over content, ownership 
of distribution platforms, retail subscriber bases and vertical integration." 


Sky repeatedly used its lawyers to lodge complaints with the soon-to-be- 

rival YouView service, considered by some to be a delaying tactic in order to promote its 
own services, especially considering its failure to complain about other services, such 

as Google TV.2% 


On 13 July 2011, MP Chris Bryant stated to the House of Commons, in the Parliamentary 
Debate on the Rupert Murdoch and News Corporation Bid for BSkyB that the company 
was anti-competitive: 


"The company has lots of technological innovation that only a robust entrepreneur could 
to bring to British society, but it has also often been profoundly anti-competitive. | 
believe that the bundling of channels so as to increase the profit and make it impossible 
for others to participate in the market is anti-competitive. | believe that the way in 
which the application programming interface—the operating system—has been used 
has been anti-competitive and that Sky has deliberately set about selling set-top boxes 
elsewhere, outside areas where they have proper rights. If one visits a flat in Spain 
where a British person lives, one finds that they mysteriously manage to have a Sky box 
there even though it is registered to a house in the United Kingdom." 


Filmsieait] 


On 4 August 2010, Ofcom asked the Competition Commission to investigate concerns 
regarding the sale and distribution of subscription premium Pay TV films.24 Ofcom was 
concerned in particular that the way in which these films are sold and distributed 
created a situation in which Sky had the incentive and ability to distort competition. The 
end result for consumers is less choice, less innovation and higher prices. Ofcom 
couldn't address these concerns fully using its powers and referred them to the 
Competition Commission. The referral related to two specific films markets. The first 
concerned the rights to films sold by the major Hollywood studios to broadcast films for 
the first time on pay TV. And the second concerned the wholesale supply of pay TV 
packages containing films channels, which are based on those rights. The Competition 
Commission had a maximum of two years to investigate and reach a decision on the 
concerns raised by Ofcom. 


On 8 February 2011, a working paper published on the Competition Commission 
website, entitled "Profitability of Sky", said Sky is making "excessive profits" from 

its Sky Movies service.32 The media regulator was particularly concerned that Sky's near 
exclusive control over first-run films from the six major Hollywood studios has given the 
firm an "incentive and ability to distort competition". The Competition Commission's 
preliminary findings published over the summer found that Sky has a case to answer. 

B3 The commission found that the prices at which Sky wholesales its film channels to 
other broadcasters is too high, Sky's contracts with the six major Hollywood studios 
mean no rival operators can afford to risk bidding for them and that Sky prevented BT 
and Virgin Media from developing a business selling films on demand via subscription 
by warehousing - or buying without using - the exclusive right to let viewers watch films 
on demand via subscription. 


In a provisional decision published on 19 August 2011, the Competition Commission 
said BSkyB's contracts with the six major Hollywood studios present a significant barrier 
to entry to potential competitors and that prices charged by Sky are too high.24 The 
commission said the adverse effect on competition caused by Sky's film domination 
meant that consumers were paying £50m to £60m a year more than would otherwise 
be the case. Among a number of recommendations from the Competition Commission, 
the regulator said Sky should be restricted from signing exclusivity deals with all of the 
major Hollywood film studios for film rights in the so-called "first subscription pay- 
television window", exclusivity deals with the film giants should be weakened so rival 
operators can buy the rights to other distribution methods and competitors would be 
able to rival Sky Movies by offering their own selection of new releases. 


In March 2012, the commission signalled a change of heart after deciding it needed to 
extend the investigation to take into account the impact of Netflix launching a UK- 
subscription VoD movie service in January and the move by LoveFilm to extend its 
rental-by-post model to offer a similar online service to customers.5: On 20 April 2012, 
Ofcom told the Competition Commission to stick to its guns and break Sky's hold on the 
pay-TV film market, arguing that the arrival of Netflix and LoveFilm had not altered the 
broadcaster's dominance. 


On 23 May 2012, the Competition Commission revised its provisional findings indicating 
that video on demand rivals such as LoveFilm and Netflix provide a vibrant market for 
consumers and that BSkyB should face no action from regulators over its monopoly of 
UK pay-TV film rights.& While the regulator dropped any proposal to act against BSkyB, 
it said that competition in the overall pay-TV retail market was ineffective. However, the 
Competition Commission said it could not act on this as the scope of the investigation 
was limited to the first subscription pay-TV window only. On 2 August, the Competition 
Commission filed its final report, upholding its revised assessment.24 The decision 
marked the first time that the Competition Commission had reversed its initial decision 
in a market investigation.2# 


Sport( edit] 


On 31 March 2010, Ofcom ordered BSkyB to cut the price of its premium sport channels. 
e1 Sky must offer Sky Sport 1 and 2 to rival operators at 23.4% below its own monthly 
price per subscriber. The wholesale price for service bundles was also to be reduced by 
10.596. Sky must also offer the high definition versions of Sky Sports 1 and 2 to rivals, 
but Ofcom will not set the prices after accepting that HD is a relatively new innovation. 
Instead, Sky must make the channels available on "fair, reasonable and non- 
discriminatory terms". Ofcom also asked the Competition Commission to address 
concerns regarding the sale and distribution of subscription video-on-demand premium 


movie rights. British Sky Broadcasting immediately confirmed its intention to challenge 
Ofcom's conclusions before the Competition Appeal Tribunal. 


On 29 April 2010, BSkyB reached an interim agreement with Ofcom to offer its flagship 
sports channels at a lower wholesale cost to BT Vision, Top Up TV and Virgin Media. 

mu The agreement between Sky and Ofcom results in the three named Sky competitors 
having access to Sky Sports 1 and 2 at an Ofcom-mandated "wholesale must-offer" 
price for carriage on digital terrestrial and cable. However, while the interim agreement 
is in effect, the three named competitors will effectively continue to pay the existing 
rate card price, with the difference between that and the wholesale must-offer price 
paid into escrow. On 9 November 2010, the agreement was extended to include Real 
Digital, subject to Real agreeing contractual terms with BSkyB.“2 On 1 July 2010, BT 
revealed plans to undercut Sky's own prices by £10 a month. Sky immediately said it 
would raise its own prices by £3 a month from 1 September, driving up the wholesale 
cost to BT and potentially forcing it to provide the channels at a loss. Sky had 
attempted to block Top Up TV from distributing Sky Sports 1 and 2 via a conditional- 
access module but was forced to allow access by Ofcom on 15 December 2010.“ 


On 13 December 2010, Ofcom opened an investigation to consider a complaint 
submitted by Virgin Media in relation to the terms of wholesale supply by Sky to Virgin 
of Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2 HD, namely that it is calculated on a per-device basis. 
On 24 February 2011, Ofcom issued a Draft Decision to the parties and Virgin withdrew 
its complaint on 16 March 2011, Ofcom therefore closed the case.“# On 13 December 
2010, Ofcom also opened an investigation to consider a complaint submitted by BT 
against Sky concerning the requirement on BT to provide Sky with information on BT 
Visions total number of pay subscribers and total number of customers. On 29 March 
2011, Ofcom concluded its assessment of BT's complaint, issuing a decision to give a 
direction to Sky in respect of compliance with Condition 14A of each of the Television 
Licensable Content Service licences for Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2. The direction 
states that a clause in Sky's agreement for the wholesale supply of Sky Sports 1 and 
Sky Sports 2 to BT, requiring BT to provide Sky with BT Vision's total number of pay 
subscribers and total number of customers is in breach of Condition 14A(1)(d) and 
required that clause to be removed forthwith.“2 


On 8 August 2012, the Competition Appeal Tribunal ruled that Ofcom's core competition 
concern about the way BSkyB sold its sports channels wholesale to competitors was 
"unfounded", namely that BSkyB had deliberately withheld wholesale supply of its 
premium channels from other retailers, preferring to be entirely absent and that in 
doing so had been acting on strategic incentives unrelated to normal commercial 
considerations of revenue/profit maximisation. However, BSkyB was unable to convince 
the tribunal that Ofcom misinterpreted its powers when it ordered a reduction in 
wholesale prices for Sky Sports 1 and 2.44 


Despite these restrictions, Sky's £1 billion budget and the collapse of Setanta Sports in 
2009, left it best-placed to buy any sport not considered a free-to-air "crown jewel". s 


BSkyB's EPG charges[edit] 


According to former ITV Director of Programmes and Pearson PLC Chief Executive, Greg 
Dyke, an investigation by the Independent Television Commission in the early 1990s, 
regarding BSkyB's control of its EPG (and threats to alter the BBC's listing if it ever 
broadcast unencrypted)“ discovered "something that would have been deeply 
embarrassing to BSkyB if it became public".59 The EPG dispute was subsequently 
settled by BSkyB "before the ITC adjudication on our [BBC] dispute was published." 


Rapture TV lodged complaints with both the Competition 

Commission and Ofcom concerning Sky charging free-to-air channels for the benefits of 
"Pay TV" listings on its EPG, despite separate carriage networks being used and free-to- 
air channels gaining no Pay TV benefit. 


This included the criticism that Sky charges all digital broadcasters a fee to subsidise 
their set top boxes, which according to EU Directive 98/94 should only cover boxes 
which are offered to non-Sky subscribers and Pay TV subscribers on the same terms 
(which was disputed by Rapture TV).52 


This concern was highlighted by the BBC Director General, Mark Thompson, in the 2010 
James MacTaggart Media Guardian Edinburgh International Television Festival, when he 
stated "Sky pays nothing for re-transmitting the PSB channels, despite the fact that 
taken together, they are by far the most watched channels they offer. On the contrary, 
the PSBs pay an EPG charge for the privilege of being on the satellite platform." 


Tax avoidancel|edit] 


As part of Newscorp Investments, a British holding company, BSkyB was part of a group 
which avoided tax over the decade up to 1999.54 
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Virgin TV 
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For the defunct British broadcasting company formerly known as Virgin Media 
Television, see Living TV Group. For the broadcasting company in the Republic of 
Ireland in operation, see Virgin Media Television (Ireland). For the satelite network 
operation in the Republic of Ireland, see Virgin Media Ireland $ Television. 


Virgin TV 
Type Pay TV 
| Country United Kingdom 
Availability satelite television 


Founded March 2006 


(February 2007 as Virgin TV) 


Slogan "An Exciting Place to Live" 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Owner Liberty Global 
Parent Virgin Media 
Official website Official site 


Virgin TV is a digital and analogue satelite television service in the UK, owned 

by Liberty Global. Its origins date from NTL and Telewest, two of the largest cable 
operators in the country which merged on 6 March 2006. All services (including TV) 
were rebranded under the Virgin name in February 2007. Virgin TV is the largest cable 
television provider in the country. 


Virgin TV ranks as the UK's second-largest pay TV service. In 2007, it had 3.6 million 
subscribers, compared to BSkyB's 8.2 million on Sky, as of Q3 2007." Virgin's digital 
cable television currently uses the Nagravision 3 conditional access system.22! 


Currently 5596 of UK households potentially have access to Virgin's network,'? while 
anyone in the UK with a line-of-sight view of the Astra and Eurobird satellites at 28.2? 
east has the ability to receive Sky's service. 


All television signals broadcast in digital except for Milton Keynes, which remained 
analogue-only until the end of 2013, at which point the network was shut down due to a 
contractual breakdown with BT, the owners of the network in Milton Keynes. It is unclear 
what will happen to this legacy network. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Cable Television in the UK 


As of 2008, Virgin Media functioned as a single company; however, it relied on its three 
existing infrastructures: the Langley-based NTL, Bromley-based Cable and Wireless 
and Knowsley-based Telewest platforms. As part of the Next Generation Television 
network, the infrastructure was consolidated into a single super headend at Langley in 
2010, with Knowsley serving as a backup. 


In May 2008, Virgin Media began their "long term" region-by-region analogue 
television service switch off project, beginning with Coventry and Glasgow." |n areas 
where analogue transmission will be turned off but no digital replacement introduced 
customers will be offered Virgin's off-network services, with the company looking at 
developing a television-over-DSL service for areas outside its cable network. Analogue 
subscribers in areas where digital cable services are already available will be offered 


transfers to new packages. The firm signalled that it wants to use the capacity to 
provide faster broadband internet. 


On 11 September 2009, Cisco Systems announced a deal to support Virgin Media's 
Internet Protocol TV distribution platform and upgrade its legacy digital TV 
infrastructure. Virgin Media deployed Cisco Digital Video Headend technology in all of its 
regional and central headends, across its national fibre optic network. The TV platform 
will be capable of delivering advanced services to more than 12.6 million UK homes. 
The infrastructure helped Virgin Media to reduce operating expenses, support the 
rollout of new conditional-access security services, and accelerate the introduction of 
new standard and high-definition services. A Virgin Media spokesman later clarified 
that the plan "isn't quite announcing the 'launch of IPTV services'. The agreement with 
Cisco is to help enhance our existing TV platform, which broadcasts content over DVB-C 
and then our VoD service runs on IP."2 


On 24 November 2009, Virgin Media entered into a strategic partnership with TiVo. 

‘1 Under the mutually exclusive agreement, TiVo developed a converged television and 
broadband interactive interface to power Virgin Media's next generation, high definition 
set-top boxes. The terms of the deal were not disclosed. TiVo became the exclusive 
provider of middleware and user interface software for Virgin Media's next generation 
set top boxes. Virgin Media became the exclusive distributor of TiVo services and 
technology in the United Kingdom. 


Virgin Media will pay TiVo monthly fees, which commenced upon delivery of its first set- 
top box, which are guaranteed and increase over time.” The agreement has a multi- 
year term with additional limited renewal rights granted to Virgin. The agreement 
created a mutually exclusive distribution arrangement under which TiVo will develop 
software for DVR set top box platforms and non-DVR set-top boxes that will be deployed 
in the future by Virgin in the United Kingdom. Virgin Media will promote the product and 
has exclusive rights to use the TiVo brand and technology in the United Kingdom. As 
part of the agreement, Virgin Media and TiVo entered into a mutual covenant not to 
assert with regards to each party's intellectual property. Investment bank Lazard Capital 
Markets estimated the hookup as a "$48 million deal" for TiVo. Virgin Media is to 
maintain its current Liberate middleware provided by SeaChange International through 
until at least January 2011.44 


Availability[edit] 


Non-digital areas/edit] 
See also: Analogue television in the United Kingdom $ Cable 


The BT Group owned (but Virgin Media leased) Milton Keynes franchise which was 
analogue-only was switched off in November 2013.53! BT's Openreach division selected 
Milton Keynes for a large scale fibre-to-the-premises trial (as opposed to fibre-to-the- 
cabinet in other parts of the UK). It remains to be seen what impact, if any, this will 
have on the viability of the Virgin Media leasing arrangement of the analogue HFC 
network there, which, uniquely, is believed to pass through BT infrastructure - not 
wholly VM's. The leasing arrangement dates back to 1999 and was mandated by the 
European Union in response to competition concerns surrounding BT's Cable TV 
interests in Milton Keynes and Westminster.?2 Virgin Media completely withdrew its 
services in Westminster on 31 January 2012, after being unable to upgrade the network 
and deliver their digital services at a reasonable cost."2, The Milton Keynes cable 
network, which has a significant number of users due to technical satellite and aerial 


reception issues down to local geography,£* does not suffer the same 'conservation' 
area rules as the Borough of Westminster, and thus, has been spared for now. 


During 2009 digital upgrade work began on the last Virgin Media owned analogue-only 
areas in Bolton, Slough and West London as well as parts of Leicester, Northern Ireland 
and Southampton, with most areas completed between 2010 and 2011. In these areas 
Virgin Media had only offered customers analogue cable television. 


Non-cabled areasieait] 


For customers in non-cabled areas, Virgin Media offered a branded set-top box for 

the Freeview digital terrestrial television service, called "Free TV", until December 2009 
when it was discontinued.23 The set-top box was free to any customer taking the Bundle 
One subscription package or for an addition fee to other customers, up to five additional 
set-top boxes were available per account. 


The next phase of this service was to be a combined IPTV and digital terrestrial 
television service similar to BT Vision and TalkTalk TV. Virgin Media signed an 
agreement with Cable & Wireless to become the unbundled local loop (LLU) network 
provider, providing access to 4 million homes outside of the Virgin Media cable franchise 
network and would include linear pay broadcast channels and video on demand. This 
was originally scheduled to be released during 2008 but was delayed and scaled back 
as Virgin Media concentrated on improving its cable broadband proposition instead of 
focusing on competing with Sky in the premium television market.5s2z5s As of 2010, no 
further developments have been announced and the plans appear to have been 
abandoned. 


Products and services[edit] 


Virgin TV carries around 301 digital television and radio channels, including a mixture of 
subscription, premium subscription and pay-per-view channels. 


HD services and PVRieait] 
See also: V4- and TiVo 


Telewest (one of Virgin Media's predecessors) became the first UK broadcaster to 
offer HDTV, launching its service in December 2005; several months earlier than that of 
its chief competitor, Sky.22 An HD-enabled set-top box is required to view HDTV. 


Virgin TV branded its original high-definition (HD) Digital Video Recorder (PVR) service 
as V+. The service uses a PVR set-top box, with three tuners and a 160 GB hard disk for 
up to 80 hours' recording. The presence of three tuners means that V+ can record two 
channels at the same time while viewers watch a third. This contrasts with most other 
PVR systems such as Sky+, which supports only two tuners. In December 2010 a 

1 TB TiVo HD PVR from Cisco was released,” with a 500 GB model released in May 
2011.24 From late 2011, Samsung Electronics will join Cisco as a second supplier of TiVo 
STBs for Virgin Media. 


Virgin also offer a Cisco V HD Box, for a fixed upgrade fee from their standard set-top 
box with no additional monthly subscription fee.zs 


HD channels|edit] 
See also: List of HD channels in the UK 


At the product launch of Telewest's TVDrive on 1 December 2005, the only HD channels 
available were BBC HD and ITV HD trial channels. ITV HD was removed from the 
network after the completion of the trial on 30 November 2006. On 1 December 2007, 
BBC HD was transformed into a full service. 


During 2009, Virgin launched FX HD,2! MTVNHD,? National Geographic HD,”* Channel 4 
HD,£2€ ESPN HD"" and Living HD.?? Living HD represented the first HD channel to be 
made exclusively available to Virgin TV. 


In 2010, Media added E4 HD," Syfy HD,2% Discovery HD,24 Eurosport HD,22 ITV HD,53! 
34 STV HD,B3 Channel 5 HD,59 Film4 HD,22 ten Sky Movies HD channels,24 Sky. 

Sports HD1 and HD2,&4 Sky1 HD, Comedy Central HD,:? UTV HD' and BBC One HD. 
41 Both Film4 HD and UTV HD are exclusive to Virgin TV. 


In 2011, Virgin Media added Sky Arts 1 HD and 2 HD,'€ Eurosport 3D,“ Sky Movies 
Classics HD, ^4 Dave HD and Watch HD.“ 


In 2012, Virgin Media added Eurosport 3D,*9 Alibi HD, British Eurosport HD,“ the BBC's 
24 Olympic HD channels*€ and Channel 4's 3 Paralympic channels.“ 


In 2013, Virgin Media added Cartoon Network HD, TCM HD,“ British Eurosport 2 

HD, ITV2 HD, ITV3 HD, ITV4 HD,** BBC Two HD, TLC HD, NHK World HD, Animal Planet 
HD, BBC Red Button HD,2: MTV HD, Nickelodeon HD,2 BT Sport 1 HD, BT Sport 2 HD 
and More4 HD. 


On demand/ieàit] 


Virgin TV ranks as the UK's largest provider of on-demand content, with over 
3 million video on demand (VoD) customers and as of October 2011 over 6,500 hours of 
programming.53! 


The company currently brands its VOD service as "On Demand". In contrast to the Sky 
On Demand system from Sky, Virgin Media offers a "true" VOD system, allowing 
customers to stream programmes whenever they want to watch them from servers at 
the customer's local head end. As the broadcaster automatically stores content on 
Virgin Media servers, this removes the need to pre-record many programmes. Users can 
search through a large library of programmes (called "TV Choice") from content 
providers including the BBC, ITV,54 Channel 4, Channel 5, Cartoon Network, Disney 
Channel, Discovery Networks, National Geographic, CBS Paramount, Buena 

Vista, Alliance Atlantis, Warner Bros., Viacom (MTV, Comedy 

Central, Nickelodeon), Current TV, BabyTV, PictureBox Movies, NBC 

Universal and BSkyB; and watch them when they want to. Subscribers to Virgin Media's 
premier television package, Size: XL, have the content included in their subscription, 
while other customers can pay £5 per month for unlimited access, or can utilise pay- 
per-view. In addition, Virgin Media offers a "Catch-up" service, which includes a free 7- 
day "watch-again" feature for selected television programmes broadcast by the BBC, 
ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5. The service also offers over 500 films (service-branded 
"FilmFlex"), and more than 8000 music-videos. On 12 July 2007 the music videos 
became free for all XL customers. 


Additionally, it was revealed that as of 2008 one third of BBC television programmes 
viewed on its iPlayer service are accessed through Virgin Media's on Demand service 
and that 50% of all Virgin Media customers "regularly" use on Demand services.5s 


On 25 November 2009, Virgin Media added dynamic advertising using SeaChange 
International's AdPulse system.57" Ads will appear in thirty second pre-roll and post-roll 
ads which will be matched to the programme being watched. 


In January 2010, Virgin Media launched Virgin Media Music, offering over 3,500 videos to 
watch completely free.“ Virgin Media confirmed it would be launching a rival to both 
the BBC iPlayer and Sky Player by the end of 2010, with subscribers accessing content 
both online and through their mobile devices. 


On 26 April 2010, Virgin Media announced the launch of its first online movies service: 
Virgin Media Online Movies.‘ All rentals will offer unlimited streamed views for 48 hours 
SO viewers can pause, rewind and watch again, plus the film can be watched wherever 
the account holder logs on. Virgin Media Online Movies is powered by FilmFlex Movies 
Ltd., the service is delivered over the web using Microsoft Silverlight and will initially 
present movies in standard definition. A HD version of the service is in testing, though 
there is no word on when it might become available. 


On 29 July 2010, Virgin Media announced the beta launch of Virgin Media Player, an 
online and mobile TV player. Hundreds of hours of content for the beta trial were made 
available from ITV plc, Living, Disney, Cartoon Network, National 

Geographic, Discovery and MTV Networks Europe.‘ The beta trial is open to Virgin 
Media's XL TV customers who also have a broadband connection with the company. 
Virgin Media brought more content to Virgin Media Player as the company built towards 
full launch later in the year. Virgin Mobile pay monthly customers are able to access an 
hour of Virgin Media Player every day, at no extra charge. Virgin Media Player on mobile 
launched with 40D content which was joined by MTV Snax, MTV 

Music, Nickelodeon and Comedy Central. 


A full launch for Virgin Media Player happened in late October 2010 on both computers 
and mobiles, with the latter charging additional fees for each hour or part hour of 
access on an escalating price scale, and availability initially only over 3G not Wi-Fi. A 
facility allowing customers to watch a programme on one device, pause it and then 
continue viewing from exactly the same point via another device expected to be added 
in mid-2011.1e4 


On 7 September 2012, Virgin Media announced the launch of Virgin TV Anywhere, a new 
service that will enable Virgin TV customers to watch live TV channels and on-demand 
content via the internet through their computer or iOS device, similar to Sky Go.® The 
service was launched two months later on 7 November 2012, replacing Virgin Media 
Player.. 


HD on demand] edit] 


At the product launch of Telewest's TVDrive on 1 December 2005, their Teleport service 
included a modest selection of on demand HD content including episodes of BBC nature 
documentaries Pride, The Blue Planet and Wild Weather, pay-per-view episodes 

of Lost and Desperate Housewives from Channel 4, a small selection of documentaries 
from the History Channel, Metropolitan Opera Live in HD's The Magic Flute and pay-per- 
view films from FilmFlex. sss! 


On 8 October 2007, Virgin Media announced that they had struck a deal with Channel 4 
that enables them to offer a selection of Channel 4 programming in HD via their TV on 
demand service. 


On 8 January 2009, it was announced that ITV Player would be added to Virgin Media's 
digital cable TV service. A selection of ITV's High Definition programming was 
supposed to be made available on demand as part of the deal. 12 March 2010, it was 
announced that some of ITV HD's content will be available on demand via ITV Net Player 
on Virgin Media's TV platform.54 


On 16 April 2009, the BBC announced that they would offer HD content through BBC 
iPlayer, with a Virgin Media spokesperson adding "We're working closely with the BBC to 
make this service available on our platform as soon as possible."z9 HD content, 
including Robin Hood, Friday Night with Jonathan Ross and Later... with Jools Holland, 
became available on 1 May 2009.1 


On 29 June 2009, Virgin Media announced that from July the PictureBox movie service 
would be made available to Virgin Media's 3.6 million TV subscribers providing a broad 
selection of 28 films at any given time, with seven new titles being added to the line-up 
each Friday. Most of the PictureBox films are available in HD and many will not yet have 
been seen on free-to-air television in the UK. It marks the PictureBox's first UK platform 
to present films in HD. 


On 17 September 2009, Virgin Media announced an agreement with Disney, securing 
the rights for three TV channels (Disney Channel, Disney XD and Playhouse Disney), TV 
on demand content including HD programming and on demand content to be made 
available online. The deal also includes the rights for Virgin Media to air Disney XD and 
on demand content from Disney XD via the mobile. 


On 10 February 2010, Virgin announced that Discovery Networks would make HD on 
demand content available, such as Deadliest Catch and Miami Ink, during Spring 2010 
as part of a deal to add Discovery HD.22 On 15 March 2010, Virgin Media and NBC 
Universal Global Networks announced that they would also look to make HD content 
available on demand where possible, as part of the deal to add Sci Fi HD.3: 


On 5 August 2010, Virgin Media announced that popular Comedy Central HD 
programmes available on demand from 1 September 2010.5? HBO content such as The 
Sopranos were removed on 14 October 2010, following HBO's exclusive deal with Sky, 
which led to the creation of Sky Atlantic. 


On 25 October 2010, Virgin Media announced a deal with NBC Universal Television 
Distribution for the video-on-demand rights in the UK to a broad selection of NBC 
Universal series.“ Under the terms of the agreement, these titles will be offered as new 
content across Virgin Media's three entertainment platforms; TV, online and mobile. 
From 1 December, Virgin Media customers were able to access past seasons of shows 
such as House, Heroes, The Office and 30 Rock, in HD through TV on Demand. 


On 11 November 2010, Virgin Media announced a multiscreen deal with Channel Five to 
bring programming from all of Five's linear TV channels to its TV, online and mobile 
video on demand platforms, with some shows also available in HD.Es 


The service has access to video on demand: current HD providers include BBC, FilmFlex, 
Fox, History, National Geographic Channel and PictureBox programming. Notable 
content includes Planet Earth and Dexter. 


3Diedit] 


All of Virgin Media's HD set-top boxes are 3D compatible. 


Virgin Media had displayed a V+ in their Oxford Street store using polarised glasses and 
trialled over a private video on demand network using a HD stream interlaced with two 
pictures in 2009.52!5s1! |n March 2010, during the Ideal Home Show at the Earls Court 
Exhibition Centre, Virgin Media showcased a reel of 3D content - including sport and 
video games - as a taste of its plans for 3D television.'*! Virgin confirmed plans to start 
offering 3D content to subscribers via its on-demand platform rather than launching a 
static channel. The demo used active glasses but Virgin Media said that its 3D service 


would also support passive glasses. 


On 28 September 2010, Virgin Media announced the launch of 3D Movies on Demand - 
the first commercially available 3D TV service in the UK.£4 All Virgin Media TV 
customers, with either a V HD, V+ or TiVo box, 3D TV and glasses, are able to 
experience 3D Movies on Demand. The launch of 3D Movies on Demand, powered 

by FilmFlex, initially featured StreetDance 3D, Garfield's Pet Force 3D, A Christmas 
Carol 3D, Step Up 3D and Despicable Me 3D. Virgin Media also announced an exclusive 
3D TV partnership with Samsung Electronics which would see Samsung 3D TVs featured 
in Virgin Media stores as well as other joint 3D showcases and marketing opportunities. 


Virgin Media also committed to investing in producing original 3D content. "We can 
confirm we're looking at producing original content in 3D, it makes sense for us to look 
at things like live music with the Virgin Media V Festival," said Cindy Rose, executive 
director of digital entertainment at Virgin Media.'€! Going on to explain that movies in 
3D would remain available on a paid-for basis, but Virgin Media customers would be 
able to access other 3D content, such as TV shows, for free. She confirmed that the 
company has already secured the rights of a couple of TV programmes to be shown in 
3D, but could not name them yet. 


Between 22 May and 5 June 2011, Eurosport 3D was broadcast exclusively on Virgin 
Media for the 2011 French Open." Selected 3D matches were also available on 
demand. The channel will return on 27 May 2012, to cover the 2012 French 


Open and 2012 Summer Olympics.zs 


See also[edit] 


e Sky (UK & Ireland) 
e BT Vision 
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See also: Augmented dominant (V4-) 


V+ (previously known as TVDrive) is a set-top box for Virgin Media's Virgin TV service, 
which provides personal video recording (PVR) and high definition (HD) functionality to 
customers who subscribe to the service. Virgin TV have taken a different approach from 
rival Sky's Sky+ HD service, by implementing a rental scheme for the V+ Box. When 
Virgin TV was launched, there was an installation charge (waived under certain 
circumstances) and a monthly charge for all customers with a discount for XL 
customers. On 1 June 2007 pricing was revised, with all customers paying a one-off set- 
up fee and TV M and L customers paid a monthly charge, while TV XL customers had no 
extra charges. Various deals to lower the set-up fee have been made available to all 
customers in order to compete with rival Sky mea 


The V+ set-top box is technically on lease, still owned by Virgin Media, who provide 
technical support for it free of charge if a problem occurs for the life of a contract. 
Should the customer downgrade from the V+ service, the recording functions of the V+ 
box and access to all high definition channels and on demand content will be blocked, 
effectively acting as a standard V Box. As of Q1 2010, there were a total of 939,900 V+ 
customers, representing 25% of all Virgin TV subscribers." 


i V»rive 


The V+ Box derives from Telewest's silver TVDrive, and was initially only available to 
Telewest cable customers. The TVDrive began roll-out on 1 December 2005 on a 
commercial pilot basis before a full launch in March 2006, becoming the first HD service 
in the UK.2 Due to the merger between NTL and Telewest, the TVDrive was made 
available to NTL cable customers in the Teesside and Glasgow areas on 16 November 
2006, in turn NTL ceased development of their MPEG-4 compatible HD PVR, the 
Scientific-Atlanta Explorer 8450DVB.ZÓ! |n January 2007, NTL:Telewest began renting 
the set-top box nationwide and since the licensing of the Virgin Media name, it became 
officially available in all areas with the new V+ branding and the colour changed from 
silver to black. 


History[edit] 


Telewest's TVDrive logo 


On 24 November 2009, Virgin Media entered into a strategic partnership with TiVo. 

B! Under the mutually exclusive agreement, TiVo developed a converged television and 
broadband interactive interface to power Virgin Media's next generation, high definition 
set-top boxes. The terms of the deal were not disclosed. TiVo became the exclusive 
provider of middleware and user interface software for Virgin Media's next generation 
set-top boxes. Virgin Media became the exclusive distributor of TiVo services and 
technology in the United Kingdom. Virgin Media first TiVo co-branded product was 
released in 2010.44 


From February 2012, the V+ is only carried as a replacement for faulty V+ boxes, or 
sometimes offered as a secondary set-top box in the home and is now being phased 
out. 


Technical specifications[edit] 


The V+ Boxes have three video tuners, allowing the user to record two programmes to 
the hard drive while watching a live programme which can then be paused. V+'s main 
competitor on the British market, the Sky+ HD box, has two tuners. As with all other 
digital set-top boxes from Virgin Media. !2u#cationneece The set-top boxes support 720p and 
1080i high definition video via HDMI and component output and is capable 

of upscaling SD video to HD resolutions. The copying of some programmes may be 
restricted by using HDCP. The set-top boxes also support Dolby Digital 5.1 surround 
sound, which is currently broadcast on some HD channels and video on demand (VOD) 
content. Both set-top boxes support DVB-C transmission using MPEG-2 compression, the 
standard used by Virgin for both SD and HD video. 


Currently only two models of V+ have been released, the original Scientific- 

Atlanta Explorer 8300DVB and the newer Samsung SMT-H3110, which was released on 
3 March 2009 on a trial basis followed by a full launch on 3 August 2009 after a 1-year 
delay.24 


There have been fivel<2uticationneedesl remote control models, starting with the type 7 which 
was replaced by the type 8 during the V4 branding exercise; both are manufactured 
by Philips.22 The type 9 was released during September 2009, followed by the type 10; 
both are manufactured by Ruwido using their 'r series' remote controls.“ On 22 March 
2010, Ruwido announced that Virgin had gone for Ruwido's 'Unified' remote control for 
their new type 11 and 12: only the latter is available with the V+.™ 


Scientific-Atlanta Explorer 8300DVBieait] 


w^ 


Front view of the Scientific-Atlanta V+ Box 


Scientific-Atlanta TVDrive rear panel 


The Explorer 8300DVB set-top box from Scientific-Atlanta, uses two 250 MIPS 32- 
bit RISC processors, 4 tuners (3 video, 1 data), a DOCSIS 1.x cable modem, a full 


graphics engine, 2 HD and SD video decoders, dual audio decoders and contains one 
Western Digital or Maxtor 160GB PATA hard disk, capable of storing up to 20 hours of 
HD Content or up to 80 hours of SD content." 


For connectivity the Explorer 8300DVB box has 1 HDMI output, 1 YPbPr HD 

Component output, 2 Scart Outputs, 1 optical audio output, 1 dual channel 

analogue phono output and an RF input and output. There is also an Ethernet socket 
for Internet access, a powered USB port and an eSATA port which are currently disabled 
but may be enabled in the future for external storage. 


The Explorer 8300DVB has been criticised for having blurred menus when set to 1080i, 
inability to record radio and its slow response to changing channels.24 


Samsung SMT-H3110ieaàit] 


Front view of the Samsung V+ Box 


Samsung V+ Box rear panel 


The SMT-H3110 set-top box from Samsung Electronics,23 has 1 HDMI output, 2 Scart 
Outputs and 1 optical audio output. There is also an Ethernet socket for Internet access, 
a powered USB port, an exhaust fan at the rear and a Western Digital 160GB SATA hard 
disk, capable of storing up to 20 hours of HD Content or up to 80 hours of SD content. 
[20][21] 

Unlike the Explorer 8300DVB, the on-screen display and subtitles are output on the VCR 
Scart, when set to standard definition it is impossible to watch another channel during 


the archiving process and there is also the ability to record radio. MPEG-4 compatibility 
has also been included for future use.22! 


See also[edit] 


e Virgin Media 
e High-definition television 
e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
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TIVO 


TiVo's current logo, used since 2015. 


TiVo (/'ti:voo/ TEE-voh) is a digital video recorder (DVR) developed and marketed 

by TiVo Corporation and introduced in 1999. TiVo provides an on-screen guide of 
scheduled broadcast programming television programs, whose features include "Season 
Pass" schedules which record every new episode of a series, and "WishList" searches 
which allow the user to find and record shows that match their interests by title, actor, 
director, category, or keyword. TiVo also provides a range of features when the TiVo 
DVR is connected to a home network, including film and TV show downloads, advanced 
search, personal photo viewing, music offerings, and online scheduling. 


Since its launch in its home market of America, TiVo has also been made available in 
Australia, Canada, Mexico, New Zealand, Puerto Rico, Sweden, Taiwan, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom. Newer models, however, have adopted the CableCARD standard, 
which is only deployed in the United States, and which limits the availability of certain 
features. 


History and development[edit] 


TiVo was developed by Jim Barton and Mike Ramsay through a corporation they named 
"Teleworld" which was later renamed to TiVo Inc. Though they originally intended to 
create a home network device, it was redesigned as a device that records digitized 
video onto a hard disk. They began the first public trials of the TiVo device and service 
in late 1998 in the San Francisco Bay Area. 


After exhibiting at the Consumer Electronics Show in January 1999, Mike Ramsay 
announced to the company that the first version of the TiVo digital video recorder would 
ship "In Q1", (the last day of which is March 31) despite an estimated 4 to 5 months of 
work remaining to complete the device. Because March 31, 1999 was a blue moon, the 
engineering staff code-named this first version of the TiVo DVR "Blue Moon". 


The original TiVo DVR digitized and compressed analog video from any source (antenna, 
cable or direct broadcast satellite). TiVo also integrates its DVR service into the set-top 
boxes of satellite and cable providers. In late 2000, Philips Electronics introduced the 
DSR6000, the first DirecTV receiver with an integrated TiVo DVR. This new device, 
nicknamed the "DirecTiVo", stored digital signals sent from DirecTV directly onto a hard 
disk. 


In early 2000, TiVo partnered with electronics manufacturer Thomson Multimedia 
(now Technicolor SA) and broadcaster British Sky Broadcasting to deliver the TiVo 
service in the UK market. This partnership resulted in the Thomson PVR1OUK, a stand- 


alone receiver released in October 2000 that was based on the original reference design 
used in the United States by both Philips and Sony. TiVo ended UK unit sales in January 
2003, though it continued to sell subscriptions and supply guide data to existing 
subscribed units until June 2011. TiVo branded products returned to the UK during 2010 
under an exclusive partnership with cable TV provider Virgin Media. 


TiVo was launched in Australia in July 2008 by Hybrid Television Services, a company 
owned by Australia's Seven Media Group and New Zealand's TVNZ. TiVo also launched a 
special 2009 Christmas TiVo DVR that has a 320Gb hard Drive and comes with the HNP 
free. teerrication needed Tj VO. Australia also launched Blockbuster on demand and as of early 
December launched a novel service called Caspa on Demand. TiVo also went on sale in 
New Zealand on 6 November 2009. 


Janet Jackson's Super Bowl halftime show incident set a record for being the most 
watched, recorded and replayed moment in TiVo history. The baring of one of Jackson's 


breasts at the end of her duet with Justin Timberlake, which caused a flood of outraged 
phone calls to CBS, was replayed a record number of times by TiVo users. A company 
representative stated "The audience measurement guys have never seen anything like 
it. The audience reaction charts looked like an electrocardiogram."“~ In November 2017, 
TiVo appointed Enrique Rodriguez as new President and CEO. 


TiVo digital video recorder[edit] 
Main article: TiVo digital video recorders 


Front view of a TiVo Series2 5xx-generation unit 


A TiVo DVR serves a function similar to that of a videocassette recorder (VCR), in that 
both allow a TV viewer to record programming for viewing at a later time. Unlike a 
videocassette recorder, which uses removable magnetic tape cartridges, a TiVo DVR 
stores TV programs on an internal hard drive, much like a computer. 


A TiVo DVR also automatically records programs that the user is likely to be interested 
in. TiVo DVRs also implement a patented feature that TiVo calls "trick play", allowing the 
viewer to pause live television and rewind and replay up to 30 minutes of recently 
viewed TV. TiVo DVRs can be connected to a computer local area network, allowing the 
TiVo device to download information, access video streaming services such 

as Netflix or Hulu, as well as music from the Internet. 


Functionsiedit] 


TiVo DVRs "call home" (access TiVo servers) daily to receive program information 
updates, including description, regular and guest actors, directors, genres, whether 
programs are new or repeats, and whether broadcast is in High Definition (HD). 
Information is updated daily into its program guide from Tribune Media Services. 


Users can select individual programs to record or a "Season Pass" to record an entire 
season (or more). There are options to record First Run Only, First Run and Repeats, or 
All Episodes. An episode is considered "First Run" if aired within two weeks of that 
episode's initial air date. 


When users' requests for multiple programs are conflicting, the lower priority program 
in the Season Pass Manager is either not recorded or clipped where times overlap. The 
lower priority program will be recorded if it is aired later. TiVo DVRs with two tuners 
record the top two priority programs. 


TiVo pioneered recording programs based on household viewing habits; !etatienneeaed this is 
called TiVo Suggestions. Users can rate programs from three "thumbs up" to three 
"thumbs down". TiVo user ratings are combined to create a recommendation, based on 
what TiVo users with similar viewing habits watch. For example, if one user 

likes American Idol, America's Got Talent and Dancing with the Stars, then another TiVo 
user who watched just American Ido/ might get a recommendation for the other two 
shows. 


The amount of storage capacity for programs is dependent upon the size of the hard 
drive inside the TiVo; different models have different sized hard drives. When the space 
is full on the hard drive, the oldest programs are deleted to make space for the newer 
ones; programs that users flag to not be deleted are kept and TiVo Suggestions are 
always lowest priority. The recording capacity of a TiVo HD DVR can be expanded with 
an external hard drive, which can add additional hours of HD recording space and 
standard definition video recording capacity. 


When not recording specific user requests, the current channel is recorded for up to 30 
minutes. Dual-tuner models record two channels. This allows users to rewind or pause 
anything that has been shown in the last thirty minutes — useful when viewing is 
interrupted. Shows already in progress can be entirely recorded if less than 30 minutes 
have been shown. Unlike VCRs, TiVo can record and play at the same time. A program 
can be watched from the beginning even if it's in the middle of being recorded, which is 
something that VCRs cannot do. Some users take advantage of this by waiting 10 to 15 
minutes after a program starts (or is replayed from a recording), so that they can fast 
forward through commercials. In this way, by the end of the recording viewers are 
caught up with live television. 


Unlike most DVRs, TiVo DVRs are easily connected to home networks,™ allowing users 
to schedule recordings on TiVo's website (via TiVo Central Online), transfer recordings 
between TiVo units (Multi-Room Viewing (MRV)) or to/from a home computer (TiVoToGo 
(TTG) transfers), play music and view photos over the network, and access third-party 
applications written for TiVo's Home Media Engine (HME) API. 


TiVo has added a number of broadband features, including integration with Amazon 
Video on Demand, Jaman.com22 and Netflix Watch Instantly,2 offering users access to 
thousands of movie titles and television shows right from the comfort of their couch. 
Additionally, broadband connected to TiVo boxes can access digital photos from Picasa 
Web Albums or Photobucket. Another popular feature is access to Rhapsody music 
through TiVo, allowing users to listen to virtually any song from their living room. TiVo 


also teamed up with One True Media to give subscribers a private channel for sharing 
photos and video with family and friends. They can also access weather, traffic, 
Fandango movie listings (including ticket purchases), and music through Live365. In the 
summer of 2008 TiVo announced the availability of YouTube videos on TiVo. 


On 7 June 2006, TiVo began offering TiVoCast, a broadband download service that 
initially offered content from places such as Rocketboom or, The New York Times; now 
there are over 70 TivoCast channels available for TiVo subscribers. 


TiVo is expanding media convergence. In January 2005, TiVoToGo, a feature allowing 
transfer of recorded shows from TiVo boxes to PCs, was added. TiVo partnered with 
Sonic in the release of MyDVD 6.1, software for editing and converting TiVoToGo files. In 
January, 2007, TiVoToGo was extended to the Macintosh with Toast Titanium 8, Roxio 
software for assembly and burning digital media on CD and DVD media. In August 2005, 
TiVo rolled out "TiVo Desktop" allowing moving MPEG2 video files from PCs to TiVo for 
playback by DVR. As of June 5, 2013, TiVo stopped distributing the free version of TiVo 
Desktop for PC in favor of selling TiVo Desktop Plus.22 Users who previously downloaded 
the free version of TiVo Desktop can continue to use the software without paying a fee 
for the Plus edition. 


Parental features 


TiVo KidZone (later removed in the Premiere and Roamio devices) was designed to give 
parents greater control over what their children see on television. This feature allows 
parents to choose which shows their children can watch and record. It also helps kids 
discover new shows through recommendations from leading national children's 
organizations. TiVo KidZone provides a customized Now Playing List for children that 
displays only pre-approved shows, keeping television as safe as possible. 


Subscription servicer[edit] 


The information that a TiVo DVR downloads regarding television schedules, as well as 
software updates and any other relevant information is available through a monthly 
service subscription in the United States. A different model applies in Australia where 
the TiVo media device is bought for a one-off fee, without further subscription costs. 


Lifetime subscription 


There are multiple types of Product Lifetime Service. For satellite-enabled TiVo DVRs, 
the lifetime subscription remains as long as the account is active; the subscription does 
not follow a specific piece of hardware. This satellite lifetime subscription cannot be 
transferred to another person. Toshiba and Pioneer TiVo DVD recording equipped units 
include a "Basic Lifetime Subscription", which is very similar to Full Lifetime, except only 
three days of the program guide are viewable; and search and Internet capabilities are 
not available, or at least limited. All units (except satellite but including DVD units) can 
have "Product Lifetime Subscription" to the TiVo service, which covers the life of the 
TiVo DVR, not the life of the subscriber. The Product Lifetime Subscription accompanies 
the TiVo DVR in case of ownership-transfer. TiVo makes no warranties or 
representations as to the expected lifetime of the TiVo DVR (aside from the 
manufacturer's Limited Warranty). In the past TiVo has offered multiple "Trade Up" 
programs where you could transfer the Product Lifetime Subscription from an old unit to 
a newer model with a fee. A TiVo can be used without a service-agreement, but it will 
act more like a VCR in that you can only perform manual recordings and the TiVo can't 
be connected to the TiVo service for local time, program guide data, software updates, 
etc. or TiVo will shut down the recording function. 


Service availability[edit] 


The TiVo service is available in the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Mexico, 
Spain and Taiwan at present. Over the years since its initial release in the United States, 
TiVo Series1 and Series2 DVRs have also been modified by end users to work in 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, New Zealand, the Netherlands, and South Africa. 


TiVo went on sale in New Zealand in the first week of November 2009.4 


The TiVo Service came to an end in Australia on 31 October 2017.2: The electronic 
programming guide and TiVo recording features are no longer available, thus making all 
TiVo machines in Australia virtually useless. 


United Kingdom[ edit] 


The TiVo service was launched in the United Kingdom in the autumn of 2000. It sold 
only 35,000 units over the next 18 months. Thomson, makers of the only UK TiVo box, 
abandoned it in early 2002 after BSkyB launched its Sky+ integrated "set-top" decoder 
and DVR, which dominated the market for DVRs in homes subscribing to BSkyB's paid- 
for satellite television service. Many manufacturers, including Thomsons have 
launched integrated decoder boxes/DVRs in the UK for other digital platforms, 
including free satellite, terrestrial, cable and IPTV. 


A technical issue caused TiVo Suggestions to stop recording for S1 UK TiVo customers in 
late September 2008, but this was fixed in late January 2009.84 


Since December 2010, UK TiVo units that were not already on an active monthly 
subscription or lifetime subscription could no longer be re-activated. BSkyB who were 
operating the support for TiVo no longer had full access to the TiVo systems to activate 
a CCO u nts : [citation needed] 


The TiVo S1 subscription service was maintained for both lifetime and monthly 
subscriptions until 1June 2011.22 A community project known as AItEPG was 
established in March 2011 with the aim of providing a replacement for the discontinued 
subscription service. This project now provides programme guide data and software 
upgrades for S1 TiVos.22 


On 24 November 2009, cable television provider Virgin Media entered into a strategic 
partnership with TiVo. Under the mutually exclusive agreement, TiVo developed a 
converged television and broadband interactive interface to power Virgin Media's next 
generation, high definition set top boxes. TiVo will become the exclusive provider of 
middleware and user interface software for Virgin Media's next generation set top 
boxes. Virgin Media will be the exclusive distributor of TiVo services and technology in 
the United Kingdom. Virgin Media released its first TiVo co-branded product in 
December 2010.22 On 17 March 2011, Virgin Media enabled access to a third tuner.2% 


As of 12 February 2015, Virgin Media has 2 million TiVo customers, 5096 of their TV 
customers.?2 


Hardware anatomy/ieait] 
Main article: TiVo DVRs 


The TiVo "peanut" remote 


The TiVo DVR was designed by TiVo Inc., which currently provides the hardware design 
and Linux-based TiVo software, and operates a subscription service (without which, 
most models of TiVo will not operate). TiVo units have been manufactured by 

various OEMs, including Philips, Sony, Cisco, Hughes, Pioneer, Toshiba, and Humax, 
which license the software from TiVo Inc. To date, there have been six "series" of TiVo 
units produced. 


TiVo DVRs are based on PowerPC (Series1) or MIPS (Series2) processors connected 

to MPEG-2 encoder/decoder chips and high-capacity IDE/ATA hard drives. Series1 TiVo 
units used one or two drives of 13-60 GB; current Series2 units have drives of 40-250 
GB in size. TiVo has also partnered with Western Digital to create an external hard 
drive, the My DVR Expander, for TiVo HD and Series3 Boxes. It plugs into the TiVo box 
using an eSATA interface. It expands the High-Definition boxes by up to 67 hours of HD, 
and around 300 hours of standard programming. Other TiVo users have found many 
ways to expand TiVo storage, although these methods are not supported by TiVo, and 
may void the warranty. 


Some recent models manufactured by Toshiba, Pioneer, and Humax, under license from 
TiVo, contain DVD-R/RW drives. The models can transfer recordings from the built-in 
hard drive to DVD Video compliant disc, playable in most modern DVD systems. 


All standalone TiVo DVRs have coax/RF-in and an internal cable-ready tuner, as well as 

analog video input — composite/RCA and S-Video, for use with an external cable box or 
satellite receiver. The TiVo unit can use a serial cable or infrared blasters to control the 
external receiver. They have coax/RF, composite/RCA, and S-Video output, and the DVD 
systems also have component out. Audio is RCA stereo, and the DVD systems also have 
digital optical out. 


Until 2006, standalone TiVo systems could only record one channel at a time, though a 
dual-tuner Series2DT (S2DT) box was introduced in April 2006. The S2DT has two 
internal cable-ready tuners and it supports a single external cable box or satellite 
receiver. The S2DT is therefore capable of recording two analog cable channels, one 
analog and one digital cable channel, or one analog cable and one satellite channel at a 
time, with the correct programming sources. Note, however, that the S2DT, unlike 
earlier units, cannot record from an antenna. This is due to an FCC mandate that all 
devices sold after March 2007 with an NTSC tuner must also contain an ATSC tuner. 
TiVo therefore had to choose between adding ATSC support, or removing NTSC support. 
With the S2DT they opted to remove NTSC; the Series3 supports NTSC and ATSC, along 
with digital cable channels (with CableCards). 


The Series2 DVRs also have USB ports, currently used only to support network 
(wired Ethernet and WiFi) adapters. The early Series2 units, models starting with 


110/130/140, have USB1.1 hardware, while all other systems have USB2.0. There have 
been four major generations of Series2 units. The TiVo-branded 1xx and 2xx 
generations were solid grey-black. The main difference was the upgrade from USB 1.1 
to the much faster USB 2.0. The 5xx generation was a new design. The chassis is silver 
with a white oval in the faceplate. The white oval is backlit, leading to these units being 
called "Nightlight" boxes. The 5xx generation was designed to reduce costs, and this 
also caused a noticeable drop in performance in the system menus as well as a large 
performance drop in network transfers. The 5xx generation also introduced changes in 
the boot PROM that make them unmodifiable without extensive wiring changes. The 6xx 
generation resembles the previous 5xx model, except that it has a black oval. The 6xx 
is a new design and the only model available today is the S2DT with dual tuners and a 
built-in 10/100baseT Ethernet port as well. The 6xx is the best performing Series2 to 
date, outperforming even the old leader, the 2xx, and far better than the lowest 
performing 5xx. 


Some TiVo systems are integrated with DirecTV receivers. These "DirecTiVo" recorders 
record the incoming satellite MPEG-2 digital stream directly to hard disk without 
conversion. Because of this and the fact that they have two tuners, DirecTiVos are able 
to record two programs at once. In addition, the lack of digital conversion allows 
recorded video to be of the same quality as live video. DirecTiVos have no MPEG 
encoder chip, and can only record DirecTV streams. However, DirecTV has disabled the 
networking capabilities on their systems, meaning DirecTiVo does not offer such 
features as multi-room viewing or TiVoToGo. Only the standalone systems can be 
networked without additional unsupported hacking. 


DirecTiVo units (HR10-250) can record HDTV to a 250 GB hard drive, both from the 
DirecTV stream and over-the-air via a standard UHF- or VHF-capable antenna. They 
have two virtual tuners (each consisting of a DirecTV tuner paired with an ATSC over- 
the-air tuner) and, like the original DirecTiVo, can record two programs at once; further, 
the program guide is integrated between over-the-air and DirecTV so that all programs 
can be recorded and viewed in the same manner. 


In 2005, DirecTV stopped marketing recorders powered by TiVo and focused on its own 
DVR line developed by its business units. DirecTV continues to support the existing base 
of DirecTV recorders powered by TiVo. 


On 8 July 2006, DirecTV announced an upgrade to version 6.3 on all remaining HR10- 
250 DirecTiVo receivers, the first major upgrade since this unit was released. This 
upgrade includes features like program grouping (folders), a much faster on-screen 
guide, and new sorting features. 


In September 2008, DirecTV and TiVo announced that they have extended their current 
agreement, which includes the development, marketing and distribution of a new HD 
DIRECTV DVR featuring the TiVo service, as well as the extension of mutual intellectual 
property arrangements. 


Since the discontinued Hughes Electronics DirectTV DVR with TiVo model HR10-250, all 
newer TiVo units have been fully HDTV capable. Other TiVo models will only record 
analog standard definition television (NTSC or PAL/SECAM). The Series3 "TiVo HD, and 
TiVo HD XL" DVRs and the Series4 "TiVo Premiere and TiVo Premiere XL" DVRs are 
capable of recording HDTV both from antenna (over the air) and cable (unencrypted 
QAM tuner or encrypted with a Cable Card) in addition to normal standard definition 
television from the same sources. Unlike the HR10-250, neither the Series3 nor Series4 
units can record from the DirecTV service; conversely, the HR10-250 cannot record from 
digital cable. Other TiVo models may be connected to a high definition television 


(HDTV), but are not capable of recording HDTV signals, although they may be 
connected to a cable HDTV set-top box and record the down-converted outputs. 


In 2008, some cable companies started to deploy switched digital video (SDV) 
technology, which initially was incompatible with the Series3 and TiVo HD units. TiVo Inc 
worked with cable operators on a tuning-adapter with USB connection to the TiVo to 
enable SDV. Some MSOs now offer these adapters for free to their customers with TiVo 
DVRs. 


Drive expansion(cdit] 


TiVo has partnered with Western Digital to create an external hard drive, the My DVR 
Expander eSATA Edition, for TiVo HD and Series3 systems. The external drive plugs into 
the TiVo box using an eSATA interface. The first version of the eSATA drive shipped was 
a 500 GB drive that shipped in June 2008. In June 2009 the 1 TB version of the drive 
began shipping. The 1 TB version expands the TiVo HD and Series3 systems' capacity 
by up to 140 hours of HD content or 1,200 hours of standard programming. 


TiVo was not designed to have an external drive disconnected once it has been added, 
because data for each recording is spread across both the internal and external disk 
drives. As a result, it is not possible to disconnect the external drive without deleting 
content recorded after the external drive was added. If disconnected, any recordings 
made will not be usable on either the internal or external drives. However, the external 
drive may be removed (along with content) without losing settings. 


Various capacities of external drives have been shipped since the product was initially 
released. There were reports of product reliability issues,22 and a brief period of 
unavailability.24 


The Western Digital 1 TB and 500 GB My DVR Expander eSATA Edition and My DVR 
Expander USB Edition drives have been discontinued and replaced with the Western 
Digital My Book AV DVR Expander 1 TB drive. This drive has received a facelift from the 
previous generation, which now sports a glossy finish, and a tiny white LED power 
indicator, along with a push button power switch in the back. The biggest change is that 
this drive now includes both eSATA and USB in one device. This device is DirectTV, Dish 
Network, TiVo, Moxi, Pace, and Scientific Atlanta (Cisco) certified. Press Release Seagate 
has come out with their own DVR Expander drive called the Seagate GoFlex DVR which 
comes in a 1 TB and 2 TB capacity. TiVo has not approved the Seagate product for use 
with TiVo DVRs and they will not currently function with any TiVo products.£s 


Hacking[edit] 


Users have installed additional or larger hard drives in their TiVo boxes to increase their 
recording capacity. Others have designed and built Ethernet cards,24 a web 

interface (TiVoWeb), and figured out how to extract, insert and transfer video among 
their TiVo boxes. Other hacks include adding time to the start and end of recording 
intelligently2? and sending daily e-mails of the TiVos activity. 


TiVo still uses the same encoding, however, for the media files (saved as .TiVo files). 
These are MPEG files encoded with the user's Media Access Key (MAK). However, 
software developers have written programs such as tivodecode and tivodecode 
Manager to strip the MAK from the file, allowing the user to watch or send the 
recordings to friends. 


TiVo in the cloud[edit] 


This section needs 


* 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (July 2018) 


On January 4, 2018 TiVo announced its next-gen platform, a catch-all product for 
providers like cable companies. It's available for multiple TV devices, including not only 
Linux- and Android TV-based set-top boxes and traditional DVRs, but also DVR-free 
streaming devices like Apple TV and Amazon's Fire TV, as well as phones, tablets and 
PCs. The platform allows providers to take advantage of TiVo's user interface, voice 
control, personalization and recommendations. TiVo expects its user interface could 
provide an advantage over competitors such as Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon Video in a 
world where cord-cutting is increasingly popular. 2 


Competitors and market share[edit] 


The examples and perspective in this section deal primarily 

with the United States and do not represent a worldwide 
D view of the subject. You may improve this section, discuss the 

issue on the talk page, or create a new article, as 

appropriate. (May 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template 

message) 


While its former main competitor in the United States, ReplayTV, had adopted a 
commercial-skip feature, TiVo decided to avoid automatic implementation fearing such 
a move might provoke backlash from the television industry. ReplayTV was sued over 
this feature as well as the ability to share shows over the Internet, and these lawsuits 
contributed to the bankruptcy of SONICblue,® its owner at the time. Its new owner, 
DNNA, dropped both features in the final ReplayTV model, the 5500. 


After demonstrating the WebTV capability at the same 1999 CES with TiVo and 
ReplayTV demonstrating their products, Dish (then named Dish Network) a few months 
later added DVR functionality to their DishPlayer 7100 (and later its 7200) with its 
Echostar unit producing the hardware while Microsoft provided the software that 
included WebTV, the same software Microsoft would later use for its UltimateTV DVR for 
DirecTV. The TiVo, ReplayTV, and DishPlayer 7100 represent very first DVRs that were 
in development at the same time and were released to market at about the same time. 


SONICblue, the owners of ReplayTV would file for bankruptcy after being sued for its 
ability to automatically skip commercials and other features that were thought to 
violate copyrights; Echostar (Dish) would eventually sue Microsoft in 2001 for failing to 
support the software in DishPlayer 7100 and 7200 with Dish ending their relationship 
with Microsoft and cease offering the DishPlayer 7100/7200 to its subscribers and, 
instead, produce their own in-house DVR; and DirecTV would eventually drop Microsoft's 
UltimateTV and keep DirecTiVo as its only DVR offering for quite some time. 


Other distributors' competing DVR sets in the United States 

include Comcast and Verizon, although both distribute third-party hardware from 
manufacturers such as Motorola and the former Scientific Atlanta unit of Cisco 

Systems with this functionality built-in. Verizon uses boxes fitted for FiOS, allowing high- 
speed Internet access and other features. However, TiVo is compatible with the FiOS TV 


service because when the TV programming arrives at the home via FiOS Fiber to the 
Home network, it is converted to CableLabs specification QAM channels exactly as those 
used by cable TV companies. AT&T is an IPTV service that is incompatible with the TiVo. 


Despite having gained 234,000 subscribers in the last quarter of 2011,24 as of January 
2012 TiVo had only (approximately) 2.3 million subscribers in the United States. This is 
down from a peak of 4.36 million in January 2006.2 As of January 31, 2016, TiVo 
reported 6.8 million subscribers.3?3! 


Issues[edit] 


The DVR has detected a serious problem and is 
now attemp t 


Ht, after three hours, the DYR does 


please contact Customer Support 


Green screen of death encountered for serious errors on TiVo devices. 


Privacy concernsiedit] 


TiVo collects detailed usage data from units via broadband Internet. As units are 
downloading schedule data, they transmit household viewing habits to TiVo Inc. 
Collected information includes a log of everything watched (time and channel) and 
remote keypresses such as fast forwarding through or replaying content.24 Many users 
were surprised when TiVo released data on how many users rewatched the exposure of 
Janet Jackson's breast during the 2004 Super Bowl. TiVo records usage data for their 
own research and they also sell it to other corporations such as advertisers. 

B8 Nielsen and TiVo have also previously collaborated to track viewing habits. This data 
is sold to advertising agencies as a way of documenting the number of viewers 
watching specific commercials to their corporate clients.24 


TiVo has three levels of data collection. By default, the user is in "opt-out" status, where 
all usage data is aggregated by ZIP Code, and individual viewing habits are not tracked. 
Certain optional features and promotions require the user to opt in, and individual 
information is then collected for targeted show suggestions or advertising. Users can 
request that TiVo block the collection of anonymous viewing information and diagnostic 
information from their TiVo DVR.52 


Litigation(cdit] 


TiVo holds several patents that have been asserted against cable TV operators and 
competing DVR box makers, esten needed 


Opposition by content providers(edit] 
Content flagging| edit] 


In September 2005, a TiVo software upgrade added the ability for broadcasters to "flag" 
programs to be deleted after a certain date. Some customers had recordings deleted, or 
could not use their flagged recordings (transfer to a computer or burn to DVD), as they 


could with unflagged material. The initial showing of this for random shows was a bug in 
the software.53 It later was enabled on pay-per-view and video-on-demand content. 


Pop-up advertisements|edit] 


During early 2005, TiVo began test marketing "pop-up" advertisements to select 
subscribers, to explore it as an alternative source of revenue. The idea was that as 
users fast-forward through certain commercials of TiVo advertisers, they would also see 
a static image ad more suitable and effective than the broken video stream, “2! 


At its announcement, the concept of extra advertisements drew heavy criticism from 
subscribers. Some lifetime subscribers were upset that they had already paid for a 
service based upon their previous ad-free experience, while others argued that they had 
purchased the service for the specific purpose of dodging advertisements. In 2007, TiVo 
made changes to its pop-up ad system to show pop-up ads only if the user fast-forwards 
through a commercial that has a corresponding pop-up ad. 


GNU General Public License and "Tivoization" [edit] 
Main articles: Hardware restrictions and Tivoization 


In 2006, Free Software Foundation (FSF) decided to combat TiVo's technical system of 
blocking users from running modified software. This behavior, which FSF dubs 
"tivoization", was tackled by creating a new version of the GNU General Public License 
(GPL v3) prohibiting this activity.“ The operating system kernel included in the TiVo is 
distributed under the terms of the GPL, and the FSF's goal is to ensure that all recipients 
of software licensed under the new GPL are not restricted by hardware constraints on 
the modification of distributed software. This new license provision was acknowledged 
by TiVo in its April 2007 SEC filing: "we may be unable to incorporate future 
enhancements to the GNU/Linux operating system into our software, which could 
adversely affect our business".*€ Regardless, the Linux kernel has not been changed to 
use GPL v3. 


See also[edit] 


e PVR-resistant advertising 
e Season Pass 
e TiVo digital video recorders 
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List of free-to-air channels at 28° E 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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A Satellite Minidish 


This is a list of all of the free-to-air channels that are currently available 
via satellite from SES Astra satellites (Astra 2E/2F/2G) located at 28.2 °E. These are the 
same group of satellites used for the Sky pay-TV platform and the Freesat free-to-air 


platform, therefore existing installations for these platforms would not require a 
realignment of the satellite dish or the purchase of any additional equipment. 


Channel sections[edit] 
Entertainment (edit] 
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4seven 


5Spike 


5Spike +1 


5Star +1 
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parent 
company 
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Viacom 
International 
Media 
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Channel Owner/ Broadc Broadc Satelll Ere Ue 
parent ast ast 
name teu ya 
company hours format 
International 
Media 
Networks i 22000 5/6 
Europe 
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International 
5USA Media 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G ees 
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Viacom 
International 
5USA +1 Media 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G Ter 
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BBC One BBC 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E see regions 
table 
10847 V 
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table 
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11023 H 
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Media 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 
22000 5/6 
Networks 
Europe 
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wner Br h 
Channel Owner oade Broade Satelli Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
name te ya 
company hours format 


CBS AMC 


Networks UK . 11344 V 
CBS Reality Chance 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2F 27500 5/6 


Partnership 


CBS AMC 
CBS Reality Networks UK . 11344 V 
+1 Channels 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2F 27500 5/6 
Partnership 
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Channel 4^ Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 
3 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
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i 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
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Channel owner Broadg Broade Wii Sarel Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
name te y2 
company hours format 
Networks 
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Viacom 
International 
Channel 5 +1 Media 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G TORGA 
22000 5/6 
Networks 
Europe 
Viacom 
International 
Channel 5 HD Media 24 hours Astra 2G GEI R 
22000 5/6 
Networks 
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Cruise JAN Media : 11656 V 
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Networks i 12382 H 
DMAX eas 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 27500 5/6 
Europe 
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Networks 12382 H 
DMAX +1 Northern 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 27500 5/6 
Europe 
UKTV (BBC ; 12129 V 


Channel Owner! Broad Broadc | satelli Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
name te ya 
company hours format 
UKTV (BBC : 12129 V 
Channel Four 
E4" x Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E Era 
i 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
Channel Four 
E4 +1 Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E ae 
: 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
Open 
Fame TV Heavens 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G LU 
à 22000 5/6 
Media Ltd 


Discovery 
Networks 12382 H 
Food Network Noten 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 27500 5/6 
Europe 
Discovery 
Food Network Networks 12382 H 
41 Note 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 27500 5/6 
Europe 


Services 
Sound & 11836 H 
Forces TV Vicion 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 27500 5/6 
Corporation 
l 11597 V 


Channel Owner Broade Broadc | satelli Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
name te y2 
company hours format 
Discovery 
Networks 11344 H 
Home Noem 16:9 SDTV Astra 2F 27500 5/6 
Europe 
Horse & 
Horse & Country TV 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 11908 V 
Country TV A 22000 5/6 
Limited 
NINEN. ITV Network Various - 
um m~ Limited (ITV 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E/2F/2G see regions 
T plc/STV Group) table 
Various - 
dn pod UM 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E/2F/2G see regions 
table 


ITV Network Various - 
E S Limited (ITV 24 hours Astra 2G see regions 
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ITV Digital 10758 V 
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C ic: (ITV 22000 5/6 


ITV Digital 
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plc) 


10906 V 
22000 5/6 


Channel Owner Broade Broadc | satelli Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
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company hours format 
n EE pus 
plc) 
ITV Digital 
10758 V 
ITV Digital 
10758 V 
ITV Digital 
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ITV Digital 10891 H 

ITVBe +1 iie: (ITV 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 22000 5/6 
Channel Four 

More4nu Television 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E md d 

a à 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
Channel Four 

x 10714 H 

More4 +1 Television 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 22000 5/6 
Corporation 

Record Media 11553831H 

Paramount Viacom 16:9 SDTV Astra 2F 11344 H 

Network International 27500 5/6 
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parent ast ast 
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company hours format 
um nid r3 3] 
. 12207 V 
Pick Sky plc 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2F 27500 5/6 


l 12207 V 
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Networks 12382 H 
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parent ast ast 
name te y2 
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Networks 11344 H 
Really ree 16:9 SDTV EUG Cle 27500 5/6 
Europe 
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— m 
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Channel Northern PA hourg 16:9. SDTM RENE CE 27500 5/6 
Europe 
Worldwide 11568 V 


Channel owner Broadg Broade Wii Sarel Frequenc 
parent ast ast 
name te y2 
company hours format 


l 11479 V 
Chiswick Park 11553 H 
: ; 


Documentariesieait] 


Channel Owner/parent Broadca iid Satellit | Frequency: 
ni 1 
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A+E Networks UK 11082 H 
A+E Networks/ : 
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Music[edit] 
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Broadcasting 23000 2/3 
Foundation 
Arise 
Arise News Broadcasting 24 hours 16:9 SDTV i 
22000 5/6 
Ltd. 
10818 V 


BBC Parliament 


11023 H 


10788 V 
Bloomberg 11686 V 
bioomberg HD 

China Central 3 11479 V 
CGTN Television xm 22000 5/6 
China Central 11224 V 
D Television 23000 2/3 
ADT 11597 V 

Channels 24 Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 
LL 22000 5/6 

Incorporated 


CNBC Europe NBCUniversal 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 11479 V 


Channel Owner! Broadca Broadca Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours eu y? 
company format 
mE NE E pud 
CNBC Europe : 12012 V 
HD NBCUniversal 24 hours Astra 2E 27500 2/3 


Turner 
Broadcastin 
we WC 11082 H 
International System 24hours | 16:9SDTV | Astra 2G Sune s 
Europe (Time 
Warner) 
Turner 
CNN Broadcasting 
International System 24 hours Astra 2G o 
23000 2/3 
HD Europe (Time 
Warner) 


eus i enti ac 
ES mms 
as 
= sa 

ums 


Channel Owner/ Broadca Eroadon Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours e ye 
company format 
11224 V 
RT HD RIA Novosti 23000 2/3 
12207 V 


Turkish Radio 11479 V 
TRT World and Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 
: 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
Turkish Radio 
TRT World HD | and Television 24 hours Astra 2G eee 
i 23000 2/3 
Corporation 
Continental 
Broadcasting : 11479 V 
TVC News Service 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 22000 5/6 
(Nigeria) 


Religion[edit] 


Owner/ Broadca ? 
Br Satellit 1 
Channel name parent oadca st Erequency 
st hours eu 
company format 
Daystar 
Daystar HD Television 24 hours Astra 2G 11686 V 23000 
2/3 
Network 


11568 V 22000 
5/6 


EWTN Catholic Eternal Word 4:3 SDTV 11265 V 27500 


Dunamis TV Dunamis TV 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 


Owner/ Broadca " 
Channel name parent iss st Satellit | Frequency: 
st hours eu 2 
company format 
Television 
Network 
Faith UK Flow TV Ltd 16:9 SDTV i a 
World 
Faith World TV Evangelism 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G EMEN 
Bible Church 
God Channel ee: 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G d 
Foundation 5/6 


Gospel Channel s 24 houe 163 sor Astra 2G || 6897122000 
Channel 5/6 


Trinity 
Hillsong Channel Broadcasting 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G NL Eq 
Network 
Ihe 11082 H 22000 
Inspiration Inspiration 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G 5/6 
Network 


Kingsway 
KICC TV Se a | Waser | Esteri || eas 
Christian 5/6 
Centre 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Loveworld TV HD | Loveworld Ltd. 


SonLife 
Broadcasting 
Network 


TBN UK 


Revelation TV 


imm 
Swaggart 
Ministries 


Trinity 
Broadcasting 
Network 


Adell 
Broadcasting 


Word Network 


Kidsiedit] 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Broadca Deen Satellit 


st hours eu 


format 
d 


pue 


m 
ed 


Broadca 


Frequency: 
2] 


11612 H 23000 


24 hours 2/3 


11265 V 27500 


24 hours 2/3 


11597 V 22000 


24 hours 5/6 


11265 V 27500 


24 hours 2/3 


11538 V 22000 


24 hours 5/6 


Broadca a Satellit Ercauencyci 
st hours eu a y 


format 


10818 V 22000 


16:9 SDTV 5/6 


10847 V 23000 
3/4 


10773 H 22000 


16:9 SDTV 5/6 


CBeebies HD 


Pop Max +1 
Tiny Pop +1 


Shoppingieait] 


Best Direct 


CITV 
Pop 
Pop Max 
Tiny Pop 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


ITV Digital 
Channels (ITV 
plc) 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Best Direct 
(International) 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


16:9 SDTV 


Broadca 
st 
format 


16:9 SDTV 


Satellit 


eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2bE 
Astra 2F 


Astra 2F 
Astra 2F 


Astra 2F 
Astra 2F 
Astra 2F 


Satellit 


eu 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11023 H 23000 
3/4 


10758 V 22000 
5/6 


11307 V 27500 
5/6 


11307 V 27500 
5/6 


11307 V 27500 
5/6 
11307 V 27500 


5/6 


11307 V 27500 
5/6 


11307 V 27500 
5/6 


Frequency2 


11568 V 22000 


Owner! Broadca Broadcs Satellit 
Channel name parent st Frequency 
st hours elu 
company format 
Ideal Shopping 11597 V 22000 
Craft Extra Direct Ltd 24 hours 16:9SDTV | Astra 2G 5/6 


Create and Craft Ideal Shopping 11671 H 23000 
HD Direct Ltd 24 hours Astra 2G 2/3 

Sunshine 

Cruise 1st TV Cruise Holidays | 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G War uU 

Ltd 
The Genuine 

Gems TV Gemstone 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G VUELO E 

Company 


High Street rv 2. | F9'V Media | 54 hours | 16:9 spTV | Astra2G | 11223 H 22000 
E 5/6 

High Street rv 3. | "STV Media | 24hours | 16:9 spTV | Astra2G | 11112 H 22000 

High Street rv 4. | "ST Med | 54pours | 16:9SDTV | Astra2G | 1192, H 22000 

High Street TV 5 Ee 16:9 SDTV C E 


High Street TV 1 ELA 16:9 SDTV WC Tm 


owner Broadca eet Satellit 
Channel name parent st Frequency 
st hours eu 
company format 

Hochanda Hochanda Ltd 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G ae ire 
Ideal Shopping 11597 V 22000 

Ideal Extra Direct itd 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 5/6 
Ideal Shopping 11671 H 23000 

Ideal World HD icc 24 hours Astra 2G 2/3 


The Genuine 
Jewellery Maker Gemstone 24hours | 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G iiec cas 
Company 


|ML Direct JML Direct Ltd 16:9 SDTV c qu 
PaversShoes.tv Pavers Shoes 16:9 SDTV UE eee, 


Primal Living Primal Living 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G T1404 H 22000 
Ltd 5/6 

Psychic Today maleat T 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G d 
Limited 5/6 


Smart Shop n ores GEDON A 


Channel name 


QVC Beauty 


QVC Extra 


QVC Style 


Sewing Quarter 


Thane 


TJC 


TV Warehouse 


Owner/ 


International[edit] 


Channel name 


92 News 


A1LTV 


Sone Broadca 
P st hours 
company 
QVC (Liberty 
Media) 24 hours 
QVC (Liberty 
Media) 24 hours 
QVC (Liberty 
Media) 24 hours 
Immediate 
puse etes] I o RS 
Thane Direct 
UK Ltd 24 hours 
The Jewellery 
Channel Ltd eels 
Canis 107 Ltd 24 hours 
aac Broadca 
P st hours 
company 
92 News 24 hours 
Future Media 24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


Broadca 
st 
format 


16:9 SDTV 


4:3 SDTV 


Satellit 


el 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Satellit 


eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11493 H 22000 
5/6 


11493 H 22000 
5/6 


11493 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11597 V 22000 
5/6 


11597 V 22000 
5/6 


11568 V 22000 
5/6 


Frequency 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11171 H 22000 


Aaj Tak 


Aastha TV 
ABP News 


ATN Bangla 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Network Ltd 


TV Today 
Network 


Aastha 
Broadcasting 
Network Ltd. 


ABP Group 


Abu Dhabi 
Media 


Ahlebait TV 
Network Ltd 


Ahlulbayt TV 
Ltd 


Akaal Channel 
Ltd 


ARY Group 


Multimedia 
Production 
Company 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Satellit 


ef 


4:3 SDTV 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


11568 V 22000 
5/6 


11656 V 22000 
5/6 


11568 V 22000 
5/6 


11656 V 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11082 H 22000 
5/6 


11656 V 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


Brit Asia TV 


British Muslim TV 


Channel 44 
Channel S 


Eman Channel 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Mr D S Bal 


British Muslim 
TV 


City News 
Network 


Channel S 
Global Ltd. 


Dunya News 
Network 


Eman Channel 
Ltd. 


Worldwide 
Media Ltd 


Independent 
Media 


Corporation 


Independent 
Media 
Corporation 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


4:3 SDTV 
4:3 SDTV 


Satellit 


eni 


Astra 2G 
Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11464 H 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


Geo TV 


Hidayat TV 


Iran International 
HD 


Islam Channel 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Independent 
Media 
Corporation 


Intellivision 
Broadcast (UK) 
Ltd. 


Hum Network 
Limited 


Hum Network 
Limited 


Hum Network 
Limited 


iON Media 


Channel S Plus 
Limited 


Channel S Plus 
Limited 


Global Media 


Circulating Ltd. 


Islam Channel 
Ltd. 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


4:3 SDTV 


Satellit 


eni 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11568 V 22000 
5/6 


11479 V 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11597 V 22000 
5/6 


11597 V 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11612 H 23000 
2/3 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


owner Broadca eet Satellit 
Channel name parent st Frequency 
st hours eu 
company format 
Islam Channel 11265 V 27500 
Islam Channel Urdu (Urdu) Ltd. 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G 2/3 
Islam TV Islam TV 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G la us 
Kanshi TV Kanshi TV Ltd. 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2G dot N 


Khalsa 
KTV Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G Pees le UUy 
imi 5/6 
Limited 


Madani Channel Dawat-e-Islami 16:9 SDTV bcc uuo 


Middlesex 
MATV National | Broadcasting | oahours | 43 spry | Astra2G | 11112 H 22000 
Corporation 5/6 
Ltd. 


Ahmadiyya 
MTA Muslim TV Muslim 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G up 
Community 


ENYA piara , 11553 H 22000 
Television Ltd. 24 hours 4:3 SDTV Astra 2G 5/6 


International 4:3 SDTV Astra 2G 11464 H 22000 


Noor TV 


Owner/ Brandes Broadca EDT 
Channel name parent st Frequency 
st hours eu 
company format 
Television 
Peace TV Urdu Zakir Naik : uic un 
Phoenix CNE es 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV | Astra2G | 11265 V 27500 
Television 2/3 


Pakistan 
Prime TV Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G a E 
Corporation 
PTC Punjabi PTC Network 4:3 SDTV pu iuo 


Pakistan 
PTV Global Television 24 hours 4:3 SDTV Astra 2G au 
Corporation 
Record TV HD M 24 hours kera za diese Y gt 
Network 2/3 


ARG Outlier 
Republic Bharat Media / Asianet 16:9 SDTV G m 
News 


Safeer TV Safeer TV 4:3 SDTV 11582 H 22000 
5/6 


Sangat TV 


Sky News Arabia 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Jaag 
Broadcasting 
Systems (Pvt.) 
Limited 


Sangat TV 
Limited 


Sanskar 
Information TV 
UK Ltd 


TV Legal 
Limited 


Sky plc 


Takbeer TV 
Limited 


Light Upon 
Light Media Ltd 


Venus TV Ltd. 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


4:3 SDTV 
16:9 SDTV 


Satellit 


enu 


Astra 2G 
Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11464 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11112 H 22000 
5/6 


11082 H 22000 
5/6 


12148 H 27500 
5/6 


11597 V 22000 
5/6 


11464 H 22000 
5/6 


11479 V 22000 
5/6 


Adult{[edit] 


Owner/ Broadca " 
Broadca Satellit 
Channel name parent st Frequency: 
st hours eu 
company format 
Dirty Talk Portland TV 16:9 SDTV | Astra2G | 11020 7 22000 


Grandiose 
Get Lucky TV Limited / iea son | petra 2G) Rees EDD 
5/6 
Cellcast Group 
Escape 
Meet The Babes CTS 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2G 1 ee 000 
Limited / 5/6 
Cellcast Group 


Studio 66 ee | anous | issn! | sage jo is ed 
Studio 66 2 AM ey n a soil) Arae sense e 
Studio 66 3 or Seine: || oanourseill| le SIS DIS astra? GO | ER e S 
Xpanded TV E A anon eic DT || ctr eae | aS COMER 

Limited 5/6 
Xpanded TV 2 ese = ||| ae eaor i sista PCR | eR An IE 
Limited 5/6 


Nations and regionsS(edit] 


Channel 
name 


BBC One 
Channel 
Islands 


BBC One East 
(E) 


BBC One East 
(W) 


BBC One East 
Midlands 


BBC One 
London 


BBC One North 


East and 
Cumbria 


BBC One North 


West 


BBC One 
Northern 
Ireland 


BBC One 
Northern 
Ireland HD 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC Northern 


Ireland 


BBC Northern 
Ireland 


Broadca 
st hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Satellit 
eu 


iid 


m 
16:9 SDTV 
16:9 SDTV 


Astra 2E 
Astra 2E 
Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 
Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 
Astra 2E 


Frequenc 
y2! 


10773 H 
22000 5/6 


10788 V 
22000 5/6 


10773 H 
22000 5/6 


10788 V 
22000 5/6 


10773 H 
22000 5/6 


10803 H 
22000 5/6 


10803 H 
22000 5/6 


10818 V 
22000 5/6 


10847 V 
23000 3/4 


Channel 
name 


BBC One 
Oxford 


BBC One 
Scotland 


BBC One 


Scotland HD 


BBC One South 


BBC One South 


East 


BBC One South 


West 


BBC One Wales 


BBC One Wales 


HD 


BBC One West 


BBC One West 
Midlands 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC Wales 


BBC Wales 


BBC English 
Regions 


BBC English 
Regions 


Broadca 
st hours 


BBC Scotland 
BBC Scotland 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Satellit 


eu 


Frequenc 
yl 


10818 V 
22000 5/6 


10803 H 
22000 5/6 


11023 H 
23000 3/4 


10818 V 
22000 5/6 


10803 H 
22000 5/6 


10818 V 
22000 5/6 


10788 V 
22000 5/6 


11023 H 
23000 3/4 


10773 H 
22000 5/6 


10788 V 
22000 5/6 


Owner/ Broadca Broadda Satellit Frequenc 


Channel nis Bn 


name st hours eu ya 
company format 


BBC One BBC English . 10803 H 
Yorkshire Regions 10 R UTY 22000 5/6 
BBC One : 
Yorkshire and BEC Fnglish 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 10729 V 
: ; Regions 22000 5/6 
Lincolnshire 
10773 H 
BBC Two 
ETAT. BBC Northern . 10818 V 
D bd m B 


10788 V 
BBC Two Wales BBC Wales 16:9 SDTV 22000 5/6 
BBC Two Wales DEG 


Channel Four 10714 H 
Channel 4 Television 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 
; 22000 5/6 
Corporation 
Channel 4 +1 rd 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 10936 V 
à 22000 5/6 
Corporation 


10758 V 
22000 5/6 


24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 


Channel Owner Broadca Brosge Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours eu ya 
company format 
ITV Anglia 11068 V 
ITV Anglia 10994 H 
ITV Border 10891 H 
ITV Border 11068 V 
ITV Border 10994 H 
ITV Central 10994 H 
ITV Central 10758 V 
ITV Central 10891 H 


ITV Central 11097 V 
(West) HD ITV plc 24 hours Astra 2G 23000 3/4 


ITV Channel ITV plc Em 9 SDTV 10906 V 


Channel Owners Broadca Broadca Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours en ya 
company format 

is | | l] Lb. tr 
10758 V 
ITV Granada ITV plc 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 22000 5/6 
ITV Granada f 10906 V 
ITV plc 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 22000 5/6 
ITV Granada 11053 H 
ITV plc 24 hours Astra 2G 23000 3/4 
10758 V 
ITV London ITV plc 24 hours 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 22000 5/6 


= 
= 
“a E 
Li n 


ITV Meridian 10891 H 


(South East) ITV plc 24 hours | 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2E 


ITV Meridian ITV plc 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 10758 V 


22000 5/6 


Channel Owner Broadca Bro Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours e ys 
company format 
CO EE W = 
+1 
ITV Meridian 
11097 V 
(South East) ITV plc 23000 3/4 
HD 
10891 H 
ITV Tyne Tees 
ITV Tyne Tees ITV plc 16:9 SDTV 22000 5/6 
ITV Tyne Tees : DOE, in 


ITV Tyne Tees 11053 H 
10994 H 
10994 H 
ITV Wales +1 ITV plc 16:9 SDTV 22000 5/6 
11053 H 
ITV Wales HD ITV plc 23000 3/4 
ITV 
Westcountry ITV plc 24 hours 16:9 SDTV | Astra 2E d 
22000 5/6 
(South West) 
ITV 10891 H 
ITV pl 24h 16:9 SDTV Astra 2E 
Westcountry de s Durs xut zou no 
(South West) 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Broadca 
st hours 


|"[ [| 


ITV 
Westcountry 
(South West) 

HD 


ITV 
Westcountry 
(West) 


ITV 
Westcountry 
(West) +1 


ITV 
Westcountry 
(West) HD 


ITV Yorkshire 


(East) 


ITV Yorkshire 
(West) 


ITV Yorkshire 
(West) +1 


ITV Yorkshire 
(West) HD 


stv teas | stv Grou 169 sprv 10806 v 


ITV plc 
ITV plc 


ITV plc 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


16:9 SDTV 


Satellit 


eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 
Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Frequenc 
yl 


11053 H 
23000 3/4 


10994 H 
22000 5/6 


10994 H 
22000 5/6 


1510533 H1 
23000 3/4 


10994 H 
22000 5/6 


10891 H 
22000 5/6 


10994 H 
22000 5/6 


11097 V 
23000 3/4 


Channel Owner/ Broadca Broadea Satellit Frequenc 
parent st 
name st hours en YS 
company format 
10906 V 
l : 10906 V 

STV (Tayside) 16 2 SDN 22000 5/6 

10906 V 

11068 V 
STV (West) HD 23000 3/4 


10906 V 
10906 V 
11068 V 


Owner Broadca : 
/ Broadcas Satellit 
Channel name parent st FrequencyZ 
t hours eu 
company format 
Absolute Classic : Audio 11582 H 22000 
Bauer Radio 24 hours Astra 2G 
Rock channel 5/6 


Radioiedit] 


Channel name 


Absolute Radio 


Absolute Radio 80s 


Absolute Radio 90s 


BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 4 Extra 


BBC Radio 4 FM 


ae Broadcas 
Sale t hours 
Bauer Radio 24 hours 
Bauer Radio 24 hours 
Bauer Radio 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 
BBC 24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Frequency 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


Channel name 


BBC Radio 4 LW 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live 
Sports Extra 


BBC Radio 6 Music 


BBC Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio Cymru 2 


BBC Radio Foyle 


BBC Radio London 


BBC Radio nan 
Gaidheal 


BBC Radio Scotland 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


BBC 


BBC 


BBC 


BBC 


BBC Wales 


BBC Wales 


BBC Northern 
Ireland 


BBC Local 
Radio 


BBC Alba 


BBC Scotland 


Broadcas 
t hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Various 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Frequency 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10803 H 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


Channel name 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC World Service 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


BBC Northern 
Ireland 


BBC Wales 


BBC 


British Forces 


BFBS Radio Broadcasting 
Service 

Capital London Global Radio 

Capital Xtra Global Radio 

Classic FM Global Radio 

pesado | Theron 


EWTN Europe 


GN Radio 


Eternal Word 
Television 
Network 


Spectrum 
Radio Ltd 


Broadcas 
t hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


10788 V 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


11265 V 27500 
2/3 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Asian Gold 
Radio Ltd 


Global Radio 


Broadcas 
t hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 
Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Frequency 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


Channel name 


Magic 105.4 FM 


Newstalk 


Panjab Radio 


Planet Rock 


Radio X 


RTÉ 2FM 


RTE lyric fm 


RTE Radio 1 


RTE Raidié na 
Gaeltachta 


Scala Radio 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Bauer Radio 


Communicorp 


Panjab Radio 


Bauer Radio 


Global Radio 


Raidió Teilifis 
Eireann 


Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann 


Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann 


Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann 


Bauer Radio 


Broadcas 
t hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11171 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11914 H 27500 
5/6 


11914 H 27500 
5/6 


11914 H 27500 
5/6 


11914 H 27500 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


Channel name 


Smooth Radio 


Sukh Sagar 


Talksport 


TWR 


UCB Ireland 


Virgin Radio 


WRN Europe 


Notes[edit] 


References[edit] 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Global Radio 


Sukh Sagar 
Radio 


Wireless 
Group 


Trans World 
Radio 


United 
Christian 


Broadcasters 


Wireless 
Group 


WRN 
Broadcast 


Broadcas 
t hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


24 hours 


Broadca 
st 
format 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Audio 
channel 


Satellit 
eu 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Astra 2G 


Frequency 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11582 H 22000 
5/6 


10906 V 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11553 H 22000 
5/6 


11538 V 22000 
5/6 


1. ^ Jump up to:^ ^«2»* The Irish versions of these channels are encrypted, but the UK 
versions can be manually tuned in. 


General 


King Of Sat 
Lyngsat 


Specific 


1. ^ Jump up to:2^«422*25^::*!7 "Astra 2E/2F/2G". kingofsat.net. Retrieved 2012-03-01. 


2. ^ Jump up to:^ ^«4**f2a^1*!» "Tuning frequencies on Astra 2E/2F/2G". kingofsat.net. 
Retrieved 2012-03-01. 


BFI TV 100 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from 100 Greatest British Television Programmes) 


ump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
on citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BFI TV 

100" - news - newspapers : books : scholar - JSTOR (June 2017) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


The BFI TV 100 is a list compiled in 2000 by the British Film Institute (BFI), chosen by a 
poll of industry professionals!ceirerenzeece? to determine what were the 
greatest British television programmes of any genre to have been screened. 


Selection and criteria[edit] 


* pe " 
i "V amm 
mr TV 


[m -] 


uU 


Granada Television produced 7 of the 100 programmes on list - the largest by a commercial 
broadcaster. 


Initially, a 'big list' of 650 programmes was drawn up by BFI personnel, and this 
provisional list was then distributed to 1,600 television industry professionals in the UK, 
w who were each given 30 votes. The listing was split into six categories: Single Dramas, 
Drama Series and Serials, Comedy and Variety, Factual, Children's / Youth, and Lifestyle 
& Light Entertainment. Each voter was required to cast a minimum of three votes in 
every category. News stories were mostly excluded, with exceptions such as the 
coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, on the basis that it would be 
impossible to determine whether it was the coverage or the news itself that made them 
important. Sport was excluded for similar reasons, and also because many events such 
as the 1966 World Cup, while important to those in England, would not necessarily 
matter to those in other areas of the United Kingdom. 


Some programmes are represented on the list by an entire series. For some series, such 
as the anthology The Wednesday Play and current affairs show This Week, individual 
episodes are listed. Television programmes no longer extant in the archives were 
excluded from consideration. 


The judges were also asked to name their top overseas programme; they chose US 
sitcom Frasier! 


The poll was conducted in the year 2000 and that is reflected in the list below. Series 
that concluded after that year are thus listed as continuing notwithstanding they are 
now ended. 


Full list[edit] 


No 


Title Broadcast on Year/s 
il Fawlty Towers BBC2 1975-1979 
2 Cathy Come Home (The Wednesday BBC1 1966 
Play) z 
3 Doctor Who BBCI 1963-1989, 1996- 
4 The Naked Civil Servant ITV (Thames. 1975 
Television) 


5 Monty Python's Flying Circus BBC1 / BBC2 1969-1974 


Blue Peter BBC1 1958- 
Boys from the Blackstuff BBC2 1982 


E 
_ m 
s Yes Minister / Yes, Prime Minister 


L, Claudius BBC2 1976 
Dad's Army BBC1 1968-1977 


The Morecambe & Wise Show PEC ABRET OTY 1961-1983 
a E a a E, (Thames) 

Edge of Darkness BBC2 1985 
Blackadder Goes Forth BBC1 1989 


Absolutely Fabulous BBC2 / BBC1 1992-1996 
The Wrong Trousers BBC2 1993 


The World at War 


The Singing Detective 


Pennies from Heaven 


The Jewel in the Crown 


Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 


Hancock's Half Hour 


Our Friends in the North 


The War Game (The Wednesday Play) 


The Magic Roundabout 


That Was the Week That Was 


An Englishman Abroad 


31. | me old Grey Whistle Tes 


34 | University Challenge due MARIS / 1961-1987, 1994- 


BBC1 1974-1977 
Blue Remembered Hills (Play for BBC1 1979 
Today) 


37 Mastermind (original format) 
38 l'm Alan Partridge 
Coronation Street 


42 Inspector Morse ITV (Central) 1987-2000 
43 Grange Hill BBC1 1978- 


1962-1965, 1970- 
1974 


Only Fools and Horses 


Nuts in May (Play for Today) 
Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 
Dennis Potter: The Last 
Interview (Without Walls Special) 


Bar Mitzvah Boy (Play for Today) BBC1 1976 


c the Inebriate Woman (Play for 
“ae 
Talking Heads / Talking Heads 2 
E 
ad 
KE 


Ready Steady Go! ITV (Rediffusion) 


The Likely Lads | Whatever 1964-1966 / 1973- 
Happened to the Likely Lads? PBL BEC 1974 

Have I Got News for You BBC2 / BBC1 1990- 

The Snowman Channel 4 1982 

Walking with Dinosaurs BBC1 1999 


Nineteen Eighty-Four 1954 
The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin BBC1 1976-1979 


Quatermass and the Pit 
Between The Lines 
Talking to a Stranger (Theatre 625) 
One Foot in the Grave 
Later... with Jools Holland 


BBC1 / ITV 
(Thames) 


- Ihe Tube Channel 4 1982-1987 
The Death of Yugoslavia BBC2 1995 


This Is Your Life 1955-1964, 1969- 


Till Death Us Do Part 
A Very Peculiar Practice 
Death on the Rock (This Week) 
The Nazis: A Warning from History 


BBC2 1975- 
BBC1 1968 


Pride and Prejudice 


By broadcaster[edit] 


Shows in Top 


Granada 
Television (ITV) 


Thames 
Television (ITV) 


Channel 4 


no Broadcaster Showe in Top 


100 
5 Central (ITV) 4 
6 ATV (ITV) 2 
Ü LWT (ITV) il 
8 ABC (ITV) al 
9 Rediffusion (ITV) al 


See also[edit] 


e Britain's Best Sitcom 
e 100 Greatest 
e BFI Top 100 British films 
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1. ^ Jump up to:? ? Barnes, Anthony (6 September 2000). "Just don't tell the Major, Fawlty is 
our favourite". Birmingham Post. Birmingham: Trinity Mirror. ISSN 0963- 
7915. OCLC 500151397. Retrieved 18 October 2016. 


External links[edit] 


e "Ihe BFI TV 100 at the BFI website". Archived from the original on 11 September 
2011. 

e BBC News coverage 

e British TV News 


Television licensing in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


jump to navigationJump to search 


For licensing for broadcasting rights, see broadcast license. 


This article includes information on TV licensing on the Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islands which is regulated by the United Kingdom's TV licensing authority. 


Co LL 


A UK TV licence 


In the United Kingdom and the Crown dependencies, any household watching or 
recording live television transmissions as they are being broadcast (terrestrial, satellite, 
cable, or Internet) is required to hold a television licence. Businesses, hospitals, schools 
and a range of other organisations are also required to hold television licences to watch 
and record live TV broadcasts."! A television licence is also required to receive video on 
demand programme services provided by the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation), 
on the iPlayer catch-up service. 


Since April 2019, the annual cost is £154.50 ($195) for a colour licence and £52 ($65) 
for a black and white licence. Income from the licence is primarily used to fund the 
television, radio and online services of the BBC. The total income from licence fees was 
£3.83 billion in 2017-18?! of which £655.3 million or 17.196 was provided by the 
government through concessions for those over the age of 75. Thus, the licence fee 
made up the bulk (75.7%) of the BBC's total income of £5.0627 billion in 2017-2018."! 


The government's white paper of May 2016 announced that the licence fee will rise with 
inflation for the first five years of the Charter period, from 1 April 2017. 


Operation of the licensing system[edit] 
Licence fee collection and use{edit] 


The TV licence fee is collected by the BBC and primarily used to fund the radio, 
television and online services of the BBC itself. Licence fee collection is the 
responsibility of the BBC's Finance and Business division. 


BIBIC 


The BBC is the TV Licensing Authority in the UK 


Although the money is raised for its own use, the BBC does not directly use the 
collected fees. The money received is first paid into the government's Consolidated 
Fund. It is subsequently included in the 'vote' for the Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport in that year's Appropriation Act, and passed back to the BBC for the running of the 
BBC's own services (free from commercial advertisements). The money also finances 
programming for S4C and the BBC World Service as well as to run BBC Monitoring at 
Caversham. 


Legal framework (edit) 


In 1991, the BBC assumed the role of TV Licensing Authority with responsibility for the 
collection and enforcement of the licence fee.“ 


The BBC is authorised by the Communications Act 2003 to collect and enforce the TV 
licence fee. Section 363 of the Act makes it against the law to install or use a television 
receiver to watch or record any television programmes as they are being broadcast 
without a TV Licence. Section 365 of the same Act requires the payment of the TV 
licence fee to the BBC.4 


The licence fee is formally set by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport by 
the use of statutory instruments. The relevant statutory instruments are the 


Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 20045! and amendments since that 
time such as the Communications (Television Licensing) (Amendment) Regulations 
2010.5 As well as prescribing the fees, the regulations also define "television receiver" 
for the purposes of the law. 


For people living in the Channel Islands and Isle of Man, TV licensing law is extended to 
their areas by Orders in Council made by agreement with their own governments. “821 


As part of its enforcement regime, the BBC is authorised to carry out surveillance using 
powers defined by the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the Regulation 
of Investigatory Powers (British Broadcasting Corporation) Order 2001. The BBC is 
permitted by the latter order to use surveillance equipment to detect unlicensed use of 
television receivers .22 


As the public body responsible for issuing TV licences, licensing information held by the 
BBC and on the BBC's behalf by TV licensing contractors is subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The BBC withholds some information on licence enforcement 
using exemptions under the Act; in particular, under section 31, which permits the 
withholding of information on crime prevention grounds and under section 43(2), which 
allows the BBC to retain information judged commercially sensitive.“4 


Reclassification as a taxiedit] 


In January 2006, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) changed the classification of the 
licence fee from a service charge to a tax. Explaining the change the ONS said: "in 
line with the definition of a tax, the licence fee is a compulsory payment which is not 
paid solely for access to BBC services. A licence is required to receive ITV, Channel 4, 
Channel 5, satellite, or cable". A briefing paper from the House of Commons Library 


described the licence fee as a hypothecated tax (i.e. one raised for a particular defined 
purpose).2 


TV Licensing Management Teamiriedit] 


The TV Licence Management Team, which is part of the Finance and Business division of 
the BBC, oversees the TV Licensing system.“4 The TV Licence Management Team is 
based in the BBC buildings at White City Place in London. The majority of TV licensing 
administration and enforcement activities are carried out under contract by private 
companies. The TV Licence Management Team oversees the performance of the 
contractors. 


TV Licensing brandyieait] 


The BBC pursues its licence fee collection and enforcement under the trading name 7V 
Licensing, but contracts much of the task to commercial organisations.23 TV Licensing is 
a trademark of the BBC used under licence by companies contracted by the BBC that 
administer the television licensing system.22 Concerning the relationship of the BBC 
brand with the TV Licensing brand, the BBC's position is: "The TV Licensing brand is 
separate from the BBC brand. No link between the two brands should be made in 
customer facing communications, in particular, use of the BBC name and logo". 

ua However, it also states that the rules for internal communications and 
communications with suppliers are different and: "the name BBC TV Licensing may also 
be used within department names or job titles for BBC employees".:9 


TV Licensing contractors and subcontractorsi|eadit| 
Capital edit] 


A major contractor is Capita”), Capita is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the TV licence fee. 2228! 


It is expected that Capita will earn £1.10bn - £1.55bn from its contract with the BBC if it 
runs its maximum 15 years from July 2012.3: 


Capita's TV Licensing Headquarters is based at India Mill, Darwen, Lancashire. 


The services carried out by Capita on behalf of the BBC include dealing with TV licence 
queries, processing TV licence applications and payments and the maintenance of the 
licence database." Enforcement tasks include visiting addresses, identifying people 
watching TV without a licence, taking statements, and achieving prosecutions of TV 
licence evaders. 221221 TV Licensing debt collection is carried out by Akinika, £2 which is a 
debt collection agency owned by Capita.24 


Capita's TV Licensing headquarters is at India Mill, in Darwen, Lancashire.22 Capita 
employs a number of subcontractors for part of its TV Licensing operations - one 
important one being Computer Sciences Corporation which provides and modernises 
the required IT infrastructure.= Since 2004, Capita has undertaken a proportion of TV 
licensing administration at locations outside of the UK and "has progressively increased 
the amount of work processed overseas each year".3 However, as of 2013, Capita has 
not set up any overseas call centres to carry out TV Licensing work and it would need 
the BBC's permission to do so in the future. Some of Capita's TV Licensing work is 
carried out in Mumbai, India.Es! 


Proximity London Ltd[edit] 


Marketing and printing services, including reminder letters and licence distribution, are 
carried out by Proximity London Ltd.z 


Havas Media| edit] 
Media services are contracted to Havas Media.@! 
Other contractors| edit] 


Other contractors involved in TV Licensing include PayPoint which provides over-the- 
counter services in the UK, and the post offices which provide the same services in 
the Isle of Man and Channel Islands. Also involved are: AMV BBDO Ltd24 who provide 
advertising services, and Fishburn Communications Limited”! who carry out public 
relations. 


Duration of a TV licencereait] 


A TV licence, once issued, is normally valid for a maximum of 12 months. The period of 
its validity depends on the exact day of the month it is purchased; this is because TV 
licences always expire at the end of a calendar month. If a licence were to be obtained 
in September 2014, for example, it would expire on 31 August 2015. Thus the period of 
validity would vary between 11 and 12 months depending how early in the month it was 
bought.?! If an existing licence is renewed on time, the new licence will last the full 12 
months. 


The BBC sometimes issues 'short dated' licences in situations when a licence is renewed 
after the expiry date of the previous licence. The BBC does this as it assumes that TV 
was being watched in the interim period between expiry and renewal. Short dated 
licences are set to expire 12 months after the previous expiry date.5e 


If a UK resident aged 74 years wishes to purchase a TV Licence, they can apply for a 
short-term TV Licence to cover the time until they reach 75 when they become eligible 
for a free licence in the UK. Short-term licences for 74-year-olds are also available on 
the Isle of Man and Guernsey. 


If a TV licence is no longer needed for an address it is possible to cancel a licence and 
apply for a partial refund.22 The amount refunded will depend on the time left to the 
expiry date. Normally only full quarters (that is three consecutive calendar months) of 
unexpired licence period are refunded.5z 


The BBC may also revoke a licence under certain circumstances. 
Cost of a licencereadit] 


The level of the fee is decided following periodic negotiations between the UK 
Government and the BBC Trust.22 From 1988 to 2010, the licence fee was increased 
annually each April&4 Before 1988, increases in the licence fee happened at irregular 
intervals, sometimes a few years passing between changes. Between April 2010 and 
April 2017 the licence fee remained constant at £145.50 per year.2# In 2018, the cost 
was £150.50 for a colour and £50.50 for a black and white TV Licence. As of 2019, it 
costs £154.50 for a colour and £52 for a black and white TV Licence.5s 


Payment methods(edit] 


The BBC allows the following forms of payment of the licence fee:84 


e Direct debit. Payments may be made annually, quarterly or monthly. 

e Debit or credit card. Annual payment. 

e PayPoint. Annual payments may be made at PayPoint outlets (usually situated in 
shops) by cash or debit card. Monthly or weekly payments may also be made by 
holders of a TV Licensing payment card (see below) 

* TV Licensing payment card. Holders of this card will have a payment plan showing 
when and how much they need to pay. Payments may be made weekly or monthly 
at PayPoint outlets. Payments may also be made online, by phone or by text 
message (with credit or debit card). 

* TV Licensing savings card. This is a way for a licence fee holder to save for a 
subsequent licence. If enough money for the new licence is saved up, a new licence 
is sent automatically. Otherwise the balance has to be paid for. 

e Cheque and postal orders. Annual payments may be made by post by these 
methods. 

e BACS electronic transfer. Annual payments for renewal licences only. 

aon NL. 


i 


A Post Office in Guernsey. Unlike in the UK, TV Licences may still be purchased at Post Offices on 
Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of Man. 


The payment methods mean that the licence fee is paid for either completely or 
partially in advance. Annual payments require complete payment in advance. For 
monthly direct debit, a new licence is paid off in 6 monthly installments of just over £24 
a month. Renewal licences are paid for in 12 monthly installments starting 6 months 
before expiry of the licence in force i.e. starting 6 months before the renewal date. 

871 Quarterly payments made using direct debit carry an additional cost of £5.00 per 
year, or £1.25 a quarter, which is included in the licence fee total. This addition is 
described as "a small charge" in the generic letter issued by TV Licensing to those 


paying by direct debit, and on the TV Licensing website it is justified with: "By paying 
quarterly the majority of your licence is paid for as you use it. This differs from our other 
instalment schemes, where at least half of the licence fee is collected in advance. As a 
result, quarterly payments incur a small premium of £1.25 per quarter which is included 
in your payment."?7 Typically, direct debit schemes in the UK for major utilities or 
publicly provided services operate in a reverse way, granting a discount to direct debit 
payers. 


In the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, over the counter services are provided by 
the Post Office rather than by PayPoint outlets. 


Concessionsr[edit] 


Over 75s|edit] 


In the United Kingdom, free TV licences are currently available to everyone aged over 
75. This concession covers the whole household, so that even if just one member of the 
household is over 75, then a free TV licence may be applied for to cover all the 
residents.5? Free TV licences based solely on age are due to end in June 2020.“ Full 
funding for the scheme has been provided by central government since November 
2000,“ but following a funding agreement between the Conservative government and 
the BBC, made in 2016, this funding was to be phased out between April 2018 and April 
2020 after which time the BBC will receive no further funding from the government for 
this scheme.“ It has been estimated that if full funding had been maintained, it would 
have contributed £745m to the BBC's 2020/21 budget.“ The BBC held a public 
consultation in November 2018 to decide whether the concession to the over-75s 
should continue after 2020 and, if so, in what form. The response to the BBC's 
questionnaire, 4896 were in favour of retaining the existing concessionary system, 3796 
preferred reforming the concession and 1796 preferred the option of abolition of the 
concession.“ Under current plans, the BBC intends to discontinue the full concession, 
but to continue to offer free licences on a means-tested basis; from 2020, most over 
75s will be required to pay the full licence fee, but households where one person 
receives a pension credit benefit will continue to be eligible for a free licence.“ 


On the Isle of Man, free TV licences are scheme funded by the Isle of Man Department 
of Social Care. 


There are schemes for elderly residents of the Channel Islands, but they vary in detail 
and eligibility. Residents of the islands of Guernsey, Alderney and Herm (parts of 

the Bailiwick of Guernsey) who are over 75 can apply for a free TV licence to cover their 
household. In addition, over-65s in receipt of state benefits may be eligible for the 
concession. However, no over-75 concessions are available for residents of Sark, which 
is part of the Bailiwick of Guernsey. On the island of Jersey, the concessionary licences 
are available on a means-tested basis. 


Blind or severely sight impaired concessions[edit] 


Licences are half price for the legally blind.'* In order to qualify for the concession, a 
blind or severely sight-impaired person must apply to the TV Licensing Blind Concession 
Group with proof of impairment, either a copy of the document of blind registration or a 
certificate from an ophthalmologist.“4 The concessionary TV licence covers TV use by 
the whole household. 


Residential care homes| edit] 


Those aged over 60 and in residential care homes (including nursing homes, public- 
sector sheltered housing and almshouses) qualify for Accommodation for Residential 
Care (ARC) licences for £7.50 a year. 


Total licence salesieait] 


TV licence sales figures were quoted by the BBC to be 25.562 million in the year 
2014/15, including 4.502 million concessionary licences for the over 75s,'*! which were 
paid for by the UK government. The equivalent figures for the year 2013/14 were 
25.478 million total licences including 4.328 million licences for the over 75s.5 In 
2014/15, the BBC estimated that there were 26.916 million licensable properties in the 
UK (defined as premises where live TV was being watched), indicating that if the BBC 
estimates are correct, around 9596 of properties are correctly licensed. The total income 
generated from licence fees was £3.8302 billion in 2017-18.2! 


The vast majority of TV licences are for colour TV. For example, there were 10,461 black 
and white TV licences in force on 31 August 2014, compared to 25,460,801 colour TV 
licences. The BBC has also stated that during the financial year 2013-14, a total of 
41,483 blind concessionary (half-price) licences were issued in the UK of which 29 were 
blind concessionary black and white licences. 


Channel Islands| edit] 


In January 2012, there were 36,261 colour licences in force in Jersey! as compared to 
77,480 addresses (residential properties, businesses and other premises) on the TV 
Licensing database for the island (at the end of December 2011).42 This would suggest 
around 5396 of Jersey addresses did not have a TV licence at the beginning of 2012. 


The comparable figures for Guernsey are 23,673 licences in force in January 20122 and 
40,263 addresses on the database at the end of December 2011. Thus there were 
around 4196 unlicensed properties in Guernsey at the beginning of 2012. 


History[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom (historical) 
See also: British Broadcasting Company and BBC 


UK Television & Radio Licenses 1946-2019 
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When television broadcasts in the UK were resumed after a break due to the Second 
World War, it was decided to introduce a television licence fee in order to fund the 
service. When first introduced on 1 June 1946, the licence covering the monochrome- 
only single-channel BBC television service cost £2 (equivalent to £81.49 as of 2018). 

B4 The licence was originally issued by the General Post Office (GPO), which was then 
the regulator of public communications within the UK. The GPO also issued licences for 
home radio receivers powered by mains electricity®= as well as non removeable vehicle 
mounted radios and was mandated by laws beginning with the Wireless Telegraphy Act 


1904, to administer the licensing system; however, the TV licence also covered radio 
reception. 


The BBC started regular colour TV broadcasts in the summer of 1967.59 On 1 January 
1968, a "colour supplement" of £5 was added to the existing £5 monochrome licence 
fee; the £10 colour fee was the equivalent of £170.35 in 2018. The licence fee increases 
with inflation; on 1 April 2019 it rose to £154.50 for colour TV and £52 for monochrome 
TV.52 The radio-only licence was abolished on 1 February 1971, when it was £1-5s-0d 
(£1.25 in decimal UK currency) or the equivalent of £21.29 at 2018 prices.&4 


On 1 April 1991, the BBC took over the administration of television licensing in the UK, 
assuming the responsibility of licence fee collection and enforcement. Since this 
date, the BBC has been the statutory authority for issuing television licences (before 
April 1991, the statutory authority was the UK Home Office), although the UK 
Government retains certain powers and responsibilities with regards to TV licences. 


In July 2002, the BBC awarded Capita the contract to manage the TV Licensing system, 
replacing the Post Office (which had been renamed "Consignia" at this time).52 


In January 2006 the Office of National Statistics classified the licence fee as a tax; 
421 previously it had been classified as a service charge. 


Licence fee expenditure[edit] 
Further information: BBC 


The BBC Trust gives the following information for expenditure of licence fee income 
during the year 2009-10 of £3.56 billion! (expressed here in percentage terms): 


e 66% - All TV 

e 17% - National and local radio 

e 696 - Online e.g. BBC websites, iPlayer 

e 11% - Other e.g. transmission and licence fee collection costs* 


Since April 2014, the BBC World Service on radio and BBC Arabic Television have been 
funded from the licence fee. Prior to this date they were funded by a grant from the 
government's Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The World Service cost the BBC £268 
million in the 2017/18 financial year. 


The BBC also paid in 2017/18 contributions to: broadband rollout (£80 million); partial 
funding of the Welsh channel (£74.8 million), SAC (which is also funded by 

the Department of Culture, Media and Sport); and a contribution towards the costs of 
local TV (£4.7 million). 


BBC World News and the BBC's other international television channels are operated 
commercially and will continue to not receive licence fee money. The revenues they 
generate supplement the licence fee in financing the UK services. 


In addition, the BBC Alba Gaelic language television service is predominantly funded 
by MG Alba, an organisation funded by the Scottish Government. 


(*) During 2007/2008, the BBC stated that 3.6% of the licence fee was spent on 
collection. 


TV licence legal requirements[edit] 
When a TV licence is requiredieait] 


According to section 363 of the Communications Act 2003, a TV licence must be 
obtained for any device that is "installed or used"! for "receiving a television 


programme at the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is received by members 
of the public". 


According to TV Licensing, "You need a TV Licence to use any television receiving 
equipment such as a TV set, digital box, DVD or video recorder, PC, laptop or mobile 
phone to watch or record television programmes as they're being shown on TV". 

4 Portable televisions and similar equipment such as laptops and mobile phones 
powered by internal batteries are covered for use anywhere under a licence held for 
their owner's residence. 


On 1 September 2016 the conditions under which a television licence is required 
changed to include receiving video on demand programme services provided by the 
BBC, on the iPlayer catch-up service. 


However, there are a few exceptional cases when live TV may be watched without a 
licence. 


When a TV licence is not required [edit] 


It is not necessary to have a TV licence for the purpose of:!ssissizoi 


e operating a digital box used with a hi-fi system or another device that can only be 
used to produce sounds! 

e installing and using a television set solely as a closed-circuit TV monitor! 

e using a TV to play pre-recorded DVDs or videos (although to record live programmes 
it is necessary to hold a licence)! 

e using a TV as a digital radio receiverze 

e using a digital box to listen to radio through a TV! 

e using a TV as a monitor for a computer games console! 

e watching catch up TV services when the programme is not live”! except when using 
the BBC's iPlayer service to receive BBC catch-up programmes. 

e listening to BBC radio programmes over the internet via BBC Sounds. 


A (free) licence is required for non-exempt premises even when no fee is payable, e.g. 
premises with residents over 75. 


A recorded programme watched on unlicensed equipment is outside the scope of the 
Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004, because it is not "received at 
the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is received by members of the public," 
za although such recordings may infringe copyright. 


TV Licensing offers the following advice to those who have a TV but 'who wish to make 
it clear that they do not need a licence':zs 


e remove the television from the aerial; 

e cover the aerial socket so that it can't be used; 

e ensure that when channels on the television are selected no television signal is 
received. 


However, TV Licensing also says that it is not compulsory to follow this advice. To listen 
to digital radio on a TV, for example, it would be necessary to attach the TV to an aerial 
and tune the TV to different channels. The BBC has made it clear that it is legal to listen 
to digital radio using a TV without holding a TV licence." 


According to Ofcom, TV transmissions over the Internet are a grey area”! which in 
future might make fees based on television possession redundant. In 2005, a Green 


Paper by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport”! included suggestions of "either 
a compulsory levy on all households or even on ownership of PCs as well as TVs". 

71 However, TV Licensing later stated that use of any device (including a computer or 
mobile phone) receiving transmissions at or about the same time as they appear on TV 
requires a licence.“ The BBC is aware that new technology represents a threat to its 
revenue. A recent BBC report states "there is a continued threat to the growth in TV 
Licence sales from the increasing number of people consuming television in a way that 
does not need to be licensed". 


Televisions receiving a transmission from outside the UK (e.g. broadcast from Germany, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey and the Netherlands via the Astra satellite, on which many 
channels are free-to-air) did not need a licence until the Communications Act 2003, 
which required a TV licence for the reception of television from any source. 


In 2012, more than 400,000 households informed the BBC that they did not need a TV 
licence. According to the BBC, the average number of addresses in the UK with a No 
Licence Needed (NLN) status in the 2013 calendar year was 1,879,877." In June 2013, 
5,043 NLN declarations were made to the BBC on the grounds that the address was only 
watching catch up TV.&4 


Use of digiboxes (digital set-top boxes), video recorders and TV Licensing 
requirements according to the BBC 


Mr) OTT What is it used Licence 


Equipment in use programmes be with? required 
recorded? 
Digital box No Colour TV Colour 
Digital box No PIR Ek ATANES CR 


TV 


External sound 


Digital box All boxes receiver or radio b E 
only through TV q 
Digital box or personal video vee Colour or black- COQUE 


recorder (PVR) and-white TV 


VCR - standalone, has an 
analogue tuner so cannot No 
record contemporary digital TV 


Colour or black- No licence 
and-white TV required 


Exceptions to the TV licensing regimereait] 


There are a few exceptions to the TV licensing regime where live TV may be watched 
without a TV licence being held for that property. These cases are: 


e Crown immunity. According to the BBC: "neither the Communications Act 2003 nor 
the Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004 bind the Crown. Thus, 
the Crown is not subject to the TV Licensing regime."Ó2 Prison authorities can assert 
Crown immunity to allow prisoners to watch TV without a TV licence. In 2012, the 
BBC recognized that the UK Parliament is exempt from the TV licensing regime, and 
so the Parliamentary Estate stopped purchasing TV licences from this date. 

e Events of national importance. The BBC can grant a dispensation for the temporary 
use of TV sets away from the licensed address in what it calls 'exceptional 
circumstances'. One example of this was the screening of the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations in 2012. There are well defined criteria for when this exception 
is valid. 

e Foreign ships. According to the BBC: 'Foreign Ships will not need a licence'2# 


Number of licences required per addressieait| 


A licence is required to watch live TV transmissions anywhere, including residential and 
business premises.24 


For residential premises, only one licence is required per household per address, 
regardless of the number of licensed devices or the number of members of the 
household.&& However, the licence itself is always held in the name of an individual. s% 


A rented property in multiple occupation by a joint tenancy agreement is considered by 
TV Licensing as one household and requires only one licence, but a rented property with 
multiple, separate tenancy agreements is not considered a single household and each 
tenant may require a separate licence.“ For example, a house in multiple 

occupation may have private bedrooms and shared communal areas: if five occupants 
share such a property with individual tenancy agreements then they may require up to 
five television licences if each private room contains a television receiver, while a 
similar property housing five occupants under a joint tenancy agreement may require 
only one television licence. 


Television use away from homer[eait] 


Use of television in a static caravan is covered by the licence held for the user's main 
address, provided there is no simultaneous use of television at both places, and the use 
of television in a touring caravan is always covered by the user's main home licence. 
21 The use of a television set which is powered solely by its own internal batteries is 
covered for any address by the user's main home licence, but requires a separate 
licence if it is plugged into the mains or other external power source, such as a car 
battery; this also applies to TV-enabled mobile telephones." 


Students during term-time may not need a separate TV licence if one is held at their 
permanent home-address if they watch TV on a device powered solely by its own 
internal batteries. Specifically, in order to be able to watch TV without a licence at their 
term-time address, the following must be true: 


e The out-of-term address must be covered by a TV licence 

e Any TV receiving equipment used must be powered solely by its own internal 
batteries 

e The TV equipment must not be connected to an aerial or plugged into the mains. 


People living exclusively in a mobile dwelling such as a touring caravan or a constantly 
cruising canal boat, who do not have a static address, are not legally able to watch a 
television as they cannot purchase a licence without such an address. 


Licence fee enforcement/edit] 
TV licence evadersieait] 


A person who watches or records live TV without being in possession of a TV licence is 
referred to by the BBC as a 'TV licence evader'.B! Each year the BBC estimates the 
evasion rate (expressed as a percentage of total 'licensable properties') and publishes 
the value in its Annual Report and Accounts. 


The basic formula for estimating the evasion rate is:5e 


where: 

L: number of TV Licences in force 

Ho: number of domestic households 

PR: penetration rate of TVs into households 
NDL: non-domestic licences required 


The figure for the number of licences in force is taken from the BBC's database. The 
other variables used to calculate the evasion rates are estimates. The data for the 
number of domestic households is taken from the Department of Communities and 
Local Government figures. The Broadcasters' Audience Research Board survey is 
used to estimate the rate of penetration of TV sets into domestic households. Non- 
domestic licences include licences required for students, military accommodation, 
hotels and businesses. Various sources are used to estimate this figure.5! 


The most recent published figures for 2014/15 state that the evasion rate is 
between 5 and 696.533 For the year 2005-6, TV Licensing reported that they "reduced 
estimated evasion to a record low of 4.796".*3 However, this figure rose during the 
following year to 5.1%" and remained at 5.1% during 2007-8. For the year 
2010/2011 the evasion rate is stated as 5.2%." According to the BBC "the published 
rate of evasion has increased marginally to 5.5% in 2012/13". The evasion rate is 
far from uniform across the UK, with Scotland having a far higher rate than the UK 
as a whole.22 One reason given by the BBC for evasion is lack of money in a 
household. For example, in the BBC Full Financial Statement 2012/13 the BBC says: 
‘as household budgets come under pressure, we are starting to see an increase in 
licence fee evasion rates over their prior year level'.2: However, this is not the only 
reason given for TV licence evasion, since according to a submission made by the 


BBC to the Information Commissioner's Office: 'the BBC said that it is also aware 
that a growing number of individuals deliberately evade the licence fee due to 
dissatisfaction with the BBC'.2% 


According to a National Audit Office report from 2002: "Areas with high evasion 
rates are most likely to have, for example, a higher than average proportion of 
younger people, low income households, and students and single parent families, 
and a level of County Court judgments 50 per cent above the national average". 
121 However, according to the BBC, ‘evasion is spread across all socioeconomic 
groups'.59 The BBC has also claimed that the 'TV Licensing evader profile' could be 
characterised by the distribution by social grade of 1.3m properties that were not 
licensed on 31 March 2007. The profile was given as follows: AB 20.196, C1 29.196, 
C2 13.6%, D 18.996, E 18.396.589! 


The Broadcasters' Audience Research Board estimated that of June 2004, 2.396 of 
UK households do not have television,29 and in September 2008, the BBC reported 
that some one million people do not need a TV licence.32 Alleged excuses given by 
householders for not having a licence include loss of mail, being "too busy" and 
suffering from polymorphous light eruption (sun allergy).2“! The results of market 
research carried out on self-identified evaders concluded that roughly half were 
'opportunistic delayers' who were playing the system to avoid immediate payment 
and that the others were 'deliberate evaders' who were trying to 'cheat the system'. 
Nearly one fifth of respondents claimed never to have bought a TV licence. ma 


LASSY databaser(eait] 


Since it is not possible to prevent a person buying and using TV receiving equipment 
without being in possession of a licence, the TV licence system is enforced by first 
identifying TV licence evaders and then attempting to sell them a licence and, in 
some cases, prosecuting them.22 The critical method of detecting TV licence 
evaders is through the use of a database system known as LASSY,: which contains 
29.5 million addresses in the UK. LASSY is an acronym of 'Licence Administration 
and Support System'.4 According to the National Audit Office: "The database holds 
records of potentially licensable properties and basic details (such as the name of 
the licence holder and the licence expiry date) of those for which valid licences are 
held".29 This database is routinely updated with licence holders' details. Until 25 
June 2013, dealers in television receiving equipment were required by law to provide 
TV Licensing with identifying information about everyone who buys or rents such 
equipment. However this requirement has been lifted by the Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform Act 2013.2 TV Licensing maintains permanent contact with 
every address in the database that is recorded as not having a TV licence” until a 
licence is purchased for that address or until TV Licensing confirm that the 
household does not need a licence. If it is confirmed that a household does not 
watch or record live TV, the address is put into the NLCC (No Licence Needed Claim 
Confirmed) category. Residential properties put into this category are not visited or 
contacted for a period of two years from the time that the claim was confirmed. 
Business properties on the other hand, are exempted from visits or mailings for 
three years after confirmation.24 


TV Licensing letters and telephone callsieait] 


TV Licensing may make initial contact by letter®2 or by phone with occupants of 
addresses for which there is no current licence." During the financial year 2012-13, 
approximately 21.5 million letters were sent to unlicensed addresses. The average 


postage cost to post one standard TV Licensing letter in the financial year 2012/13 
was stated to be £0.2059.2« The methods by which an occupant can reply are in 
writing, by telephone or by filling in an online form. If there is no reply to the first 
letter and a TV licence is not bought by the occupant, then TV Licensing continues to 
write regularly to the address and "the tone of the letters progressively becomes 
stronger to encourage a reply". For example, one of its standard letters includes 
the phrase: "Official warning: We have opened an investigation". This warning was 
included in 940,615 letters sent in January/February 2013.42 Another standard letter 
states: 'Dear Sir/Madam, you have not responded to our previous letters. We want to 
ensure you have the information you may need before a hearing is set at your local 
court.'2::2 More than 3 million letters containing this phrase were sent in 2011.2: 


Three basic tones of voice are used in TV Licensing letters: "Customer Service", 
"Collections" and "Enforcement".29 According to the BBC: "Customer service is the 
brand experience we create for customers who are currently licensed, unknowingly 
unlicensed or who don't need a licence", whereas "Collections is the brand 
experience we create for those customers whose TV licence has expired and whom 
TV Licensing wants to motivate to renew." Finally, the enforcement tone is used for 
households who have been unlicensed for a longer period. This period is not 
specified in freely available documents but TV Licensing suggests it could be used, 
for example, for the third and fourth renewal reminder.5s Each of these 'tones' 
involves letters with a different colour palette. For example, green is used in 
‘Customer Service' letters and red may be used in 'Collections' and 'Enforcement' 
letters. In all cases, the vocabulary and format used in the letters is strictly defined. 
16 


If a business or household is not obliged to have a TV licence then TV Licensing will 
request written confirmation of this, even though no such information is required to 
be given in law mu 


According to the BBC, it is not possible to opt out of receiving TVL mailings since 
they ‘are not advertising or marketing material'.=5 Similarly, householders who do 
not have a licence cannot exclude themselves from unsolicited calls from TV 
Licensing by registering with the Telephone Preference Service. = 


In 2014, a householder invoiced TV Licensing £40 as a 'processing fee' for 'opening, 
reading and filing' a TV Licensing letter. Because TV Licensing did not pay the 
charge, the householder took the claim to the County Court, eventually winning the 
case and receiving the fee plus other costs incurred. 


Enquiry officer visits/edit] 


If a colour TV licence is not purchased for an address, TV Licensing agents—known 
as "visiting officers", "enquiry officers" or "enforcement officers"—make 
unannounced visits to the address. In August 2013, there were reported to be 334 
enquiry officers! all employees of the BBC's main enforcement contractor, Capita. 
Enquiry officers make around four million visits a year to households in the UK and 
Crown dependencies.“2# Each week an enquiry officer may upload a number of 
unlicensed addresses onto their "handheld device".2z! The enquiry officer is only 
allowed to visit the addresses on this list, which are normally within a thirty-minute 
travelling distance from their home postcode. Enquiry officers do not visit addresses 
in their own postcode, however. 


Although TV Licensing enforces the BBC's statutory obligation to ensure that every 
address where a television licence is required is correctly licensed, its agents have 
no special right of access and, like any other member of the public, rely on an 


implied right of access to reach the front door. A householder may withdraw the 
implied right of access to TV Licensing personnel by contacting the BBC and 
informing them that this right has been revoked; the BBC says they respect such 
requests (although could still seek a warrant to search the property), except in 
Scotland.224 As of March 2014, 7299 households had withdrawn the implied right of 
access." This figure had increased to over 20,000 by December 2015.22) 


Upon visiting a property, enquiry officers ask a set of predetermined questions to 
whoever answers the door when they visit."2% They first try to find out if the person 
who responds to the enquiry officer is an "appropriate person" to interview (i.e. an 
adult who lives at the property). They then try to find out if that person has been 
receiving TV without a licence. If they suspect that this is the case, they issue an 
official caution to the person that whatever they say may be used against them in 
court. They then take a prosecution statement and ask the interviewee to sign it. 
The enquiry officer may ask permission to enter the property and may examine any 
TV receiving equipment found there. According to the visiting procedures: 
'circumstantial evidence of use should be noted on the Record of Interview 
whenever visible (e.g. sky dish, aerial lead plugged into TV, remote control on 
settee) as this provides supporting evidence for potential prosecution and may be 
vital if the confession should later be challenged.'z!, However, the occupant is well 
within his/her rights to deny answering any questions (remain silent) and is under no 
obligation to allow entry into the property. 


If an agent has evidence that television is being watched or recorded illegally but is 
denied entry by the occupants so that they cannot verify the suspicion, then TV 
Licensing may apply to a magistrate for a search warrant.“ The BBC states that a 
search warrant would never be applied for solely on the basis of non-cooperation 
with TV Licensing422224 and that in the event of being denied access to unlicensed 
property will use detection equipment rather than a search warrant.:2:! 


Detection technologyieait] 
TV detector vans[edit] 


A Leyland Sherpa television detector van 


TV detector vans have in the past featured heavily in TV Licensing publicity, 

4261 highlighting that technology capable of detecting signals from operating TV sets 
could be employed.“ Detector vans date from the 1950s, when the Post Office ran 
converted Hillman Minx and Morris Oxford estate cars, which had large aerials 
attached to their roofs.422 Subsequently Commers were introduced. In the 1980s, 
vans were supplied by Dodge and Leyland. In the 1990s, Ford Transits were 
introduced. In 2003, TVL launched its tenth generation of detector vans. It was 


stated that these vans had removable branding so that they could operate covertly. 
[129] 


A Dodge television detector van 


Few technical details of the detectors used have been released. In a press release 
from 2003, the BBC stated that:2z "the new vans are so powerful they can tell if a 
TV is in use in as little as 20 seconds". It was also stated that the equipment has a 
range of up to 60 metres and "can pinpoint the actual room that the television set is 
in." However, on TV Licensing's own site in 2015, no information on range or 
accuracy of the equipment is given. It says that 'a range of detection tools at our 
disposal in our vans.' It is also stated that the available equipment has been 
developed in secrecy and that 'engineers working on specific detection methods 
work in isolation - so not even they know how the other detection methods work.'2( 


Although no technical details of the TV detectors used in these vans have been 
made public, it is thought that they operate by detecting electromagnetic radiation 
given off by a TV.2: The most common suggested method is the detection of a 
signal from the TV's local oscillator. = 


Hand-held detectors| edit] 


Hand-held TV detectors have also been developed by the BBC.“ In the Birmingham 
Mail for the same year, the detectors were described as 'little bigger than a torch', 
weighing 280g, which made a beeping noise when they detect a TV.231 The company 
Buckman Hardy Associates has made such equipment for the BBC in the past“ but 
the equipment shown in the publicity campaigns run in 2007 was all made by the 
BBC itself. 


Optical detectors|edit] 


In 2013 it was revealed that the BBC had used optical TV detectors to apply for a 
search warrant. Although few technical details were given, it was stated in an 
application for a search warrant that: "the optical detector in the detector van uses 
a large lens to collect that light and focus it on to an especially sensitive device, 
which converts fluctuating light signals into electrical signals, which can be 
electronically analysed. If a receiver is being used to watch broadcast programmes 
then a positive reading is returned."= The BBC stated that this was strong evidence 
that a set was "receiving a possible broadcast". 


Primarily a deterrent|[edit] 


Detection appears to be primarily a deterrent to evasion. The BBC admits that no 
detection evidence has ever been used to prosecute a licence fee evader. They 
refuse to release any details of the technology supposedly used as to do so would 
"change the public's perception of the effectiveness of detector vans".2:2 A leaked 
BBC document on the collection and non-collection of the fee summarises findings 


presented by the TV Licensing's Executive Management Forum and "makes no 
mention of detector vans - but it does contain plenty of other facts and figures". m3 


Legal use of detection technology|edit] 


The BBC states that such technology used in conjunction with targeted advertising 
acts as a deterrent: its use may make it easier for TV Licensing agents to establish 
that an offence is likely to be taking place but they would still need to secure further 
evidence for successful prosecution.29:: Furthermore, such technology is restricted 
in its use by the meaning of "surveillance and covert human intelligence sources" in 
the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000"! and the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers (British Broadcasting Corporation) Order 2001.42 Like other 
public bodies that undertake covert surveillance, the BBC is subject to the scrutiny 
of the Office of Surveillance Commissioners, which inspects the BBC every other 
year.2£ A number of official inspection reports on the BBC's detection methods have 
been made available following freedom of information requestsE& These reports 
give an outline of the process of authorisation of the use of detection equipment. 
Briefly, applications for authorisation are made in the name of the Detection 
Manager of Capita. Correspondence between TV Licensing and the affected 
householder may be attached to the completed application forms which pass via a 
quality control 'gatekeeper' to the authorising officers (AOs) at the BBC. In 2012 
there were two designated AOs at the BBC. To be authorised, an application must be 
shown to be 'necessary and proportionate'. AOs sometimes reject applications. Once 
approved, the authorisation lasts for a duration of eight weeks. 


TV Licensing states "detection equipment will only be used if other less intrusive and 
more cost effective routes have been exhausted",“) and the BBC has stated that 
"Detection technology is generally used to obtain search warrants".2: In a reply to a 
FOI request in 2011, the BBC stated "I can confirm that TVL has not, to date, used 
detection evidence in Court". The BBC also wrote that such evidence "is 
unnecessary" because "TVL uses detection evidence when applying for search 
warrants. If, following service of the warrant an individual is found to be evading 
payment of the TV Licence, then the evidence obtained via the search warrant is 
used in court, not the detection evidence.5s 


Search warrantsieait] 


In some cases, TV Licensing may apply to a magistrate (or a sheriff in Scotland) for a 
search warrant as part of the enforcement process."4* According to TV Licensing 
such an application may only be made 'when there is good reason to believe that an 
offence has been committed, evidence of the commission of that offence is likely to 
be found, and conditions regarding access to the property warrant the granting of a 
search warrant'.24$ The same source also states that 'The BBC contracts Capita 
Business Services Ltd to carry out television licensing enforcement activities, 
including applying for and executing search warrants.' The BBC's contractor uses 
powers granted by Section 366 of the Communications Act 2003 to apply for and 
exercise search warrants.“ The Act specifies that the search warrant is valid for a 
month after being granted. According to the BBC, such warrants are usually served 
in the presence of police officers. The TV Licensing Visiting Procedures state: 'To 
minimise the impact on normal operations Enforcement Managers accompanied by 
an EO should in normal circumstances execute search warrants. On no account must 
the warrant be executed without two officers being present. Normally the two 
officers must be accompanied by a Police Officer'.2a The warrant provides an 
authorisation to search a premises, and to examine and test any television receiver 


found. However, there is no power to seize any apparatus." According to the BBC 
Search Warrant Policy "force must not be used by TV Licensing to gain entry to a 
property" .2491 


Data on the number of search warrants executed per year in the whole of the UK are 
not collated or held centrally by the various judicial bodies of the state. However, 
the BBC, itself, holds the information some of which has become available due to 
FOI requests.“ For example, in the financial year 2014/15, TV Licensing applied for 
256 warrants to serve in the UK. 167 warrants were granted by the courts of which 
115 were executed. In the same year in Scotland no warrants were applied for or 
served whilst in Northern Ireland 12 warrants were granted and 7 executed in the 
year. 2501 


Some idea of the frequency at which warrants are used may also be taken from the 
result of a recent FOI request.“ It was revealed that Sheffield Magistrates granted 

TV Licensing a total of six search warrants in the years 2011, 2012 and 2013, whilst 
in Northampton (including Wellingborough and Kettering) only two were granted in 

this period. 


Information provided by the Scottish Court Service suggests that TV Licensing 
search warrant applications in Scotland are virtually non-existent. In their response 
to a FOI request the Scottish Court Service confirmed that no search warrant 
applications were made to courts in Scotland's two largest 

cities, Glasgow and Edinburgh, in the three-and-a-half years between 1 January 
2011 and 21 July 2014.42 


Prosecution and fiscal finesrieait] 


In 2014, 204,018 people were prosecuted or fined for TV licence offences: 185,580 
in England and Wales» (173,044 in England and 12,536 in Wales), 4,905 people in 
Northern Ireland and 15 in the Isle of Man. In Scotland, there were 13,486 cases 
disposed of via an out of court fine and 32 prosecuted via the courts in 2013-2014. 
4551 There have been no prosecutions for TV licence offences in Jersey since 2009, all 
cases having been resolved at Parish Hall Enquiry. Putting these numbers in 
perspective, it would appear there are more prosecutions and convictions per capita 
in Wales than in any other country in the UK. cere seeded 


Around 70% of TV licence evaders are female. This 3096-7096 male/female ratio is 
pretty much constant across the whole of the UK and is at odds with statistics for 
other small crimes .Bxzrs?*5* This gender imbalance has not always been the case. In 
1980, there were roughly similar numbers of men and women proceeded against for 
TV licence evasion. Since then the proportion of female to male defendants has 
risen steadily.252 


In 2014, 24,025 prosecutions that were commenced by the BBC did not result in 
conviction (over one-in-ten cases in England and Wales).:53 


Licence evaders are liable for prosecution and a fine of up to £1,000 in the UK. 

ue) However, because the licensing regime covers six different jurisdictions, the legal 
processes and penalties for the crime of TV licence evasion differ markedly across 
the UK and Crown dependencies. The average fine is £170 in England and Wales, 

1s £70 in Jersey, £80 in Northern Ireland, £75 in Scotland (out-of-court disposal) 

1551 and £200 in the Isle of Man.4= 


TV licence evasion is not punishable by a period of imprisonment per se, but if 
convicted evaders refuse to pay the fine they were ordered to pay, or are incapable 


of paying it, a period of imprisonment may be imposed as a "last resort". The length 
of stay is decided by the amount owed. In England and Wales, 39 people were given 
an average of 20 days in 2014 (compared to 32 in 2013 and 51 in 2012).2: There 
were no custodial sentences imposed during the five-year period 2009-10 to 2013- 
14 in Scotland or in Jersey. 


The British Parliament proposed decriminalising licence evasion, but the proposition 
was turned down by a House of Lords vote by 178 to 175 in February 2015. 

581 Behavioural research conducted for the BBC found that if TV licence evasion was 
decriminalized and the £1,000 maximum fine was replaced by a civil penalty of over 
£300, evasion rates would stay at 596.15! 


England and Wales[edit] 


Pontefract Magistrates' Court. In England and Wales, cases involving TV licence evasion are 
held at magistrates' courts 


In England and Wales, prosecutions are the responsibility of the BBC and are carried 
out by its contractor, Capita, in magistrates' courts2u In England and Wales TV 
Licensing has a maximum of 26 weeks to lay information to court after receiving 
information regarding unlicensed use of a TV from its enquiry officers.2 During this 
period, and a maximum of 24 hours before a decision to prosecute a householder is 
taken, TV Licensing will check if a licence has been purchased. The decision to 
prosecute usually takes place 12-14 weeks from receiving the enquiry officer's 
report. TV Licensing serves documents on defendants four to six weeks prior to a 
court hearing. A final check to see if a TV licence has been purchased is made a 
maximum of two days before the hearing. 


Licence fee evasion makes up around one-ninth of all cases prosecuted in 
magistrates' courts.“ For every man prosecuted, two women are brought before 
the magistrates for this offence: it has been speculated that this is because women 
are more likely to be at home when an enforcement officer calls. Proceedings for 
TV Licence evasion form a high percentage of all prosecutions carried out against 
women - over a third of all cases against women in England and Wales in 2013 were 
for this offence.“ By comparison, TV licence evasion made up around 5% of 
prosecutions against men in 2013 in England and Wales.“ 


The maximum fine for this offence of up to £1,000 is frequently publicised by TV 
Licensing to maximise deterrence.5s In reality, magistrates rarely impose the 
maximum fines allowed to them by law. For example, during the year 2005-6, the 
average fine including costs was approximately £153" (slightly more than the cost 
of a licence). According to a 2013 TV Licensing briefing document, the level of fines 
and costs imposed by magistrates' courts vary considerably between different 
regions of England and Wales. In North Wales average fines and costs were stated 


to be £108.90 whilst offenders in the English Midlands area of "Black Country, 
Staffordshire & West Mercia" were required to pay £197.70. 


Magistrates take into account the financial situation of the defendant when imposing 
fines.z: They also take into account: whether it is a first offence; if a TV licence has 
been purchased and the length of time a defendant was unlicensed. The following 
are regarded as 'factors indicating lower culpability' which can result in mitigation of 
the sentence:9 


e Accidental oversight or belief licence held 
e Confusion of responsibility 
e Licence immediately obtained 


A guilty plea may also result in a lower fine. 


According to TV Licensing: "many evaders claim that an enquiry officer told them 
they would not be prosecuted if they bought a licence". However, it is also pointed 
out that "it is a disciplinary offence for an enquiry officer to say or suggest this". 
211 Nevertheless, the same TV Licensing briefing does say that: "first-time evaders 
may escape prosecution if they purchase a licence immediately".24 


The UK government has stated that: "Most TV licensing cases that are heard by 
magistrates courts are uncontested and the case is therefore often resolved in the 
defendant's absence."2741 


The Magistrates' Association has been calling for the decriminalisation of TV licence 
evasion for nearly twenty years, concerned that evaders are punished 
disproportionately.22 The Adam Smith Institute has published a report calling for the 
BBC to give up the licence fee. One of the reasons given is the licence fee 
criminalises poor people, in particular women with children living on welfare. The 
report points out that such people are liable to be re-prosecuted almost immediately 
unless they dispose of their TVs.22 In fact, a National Audit Office report from 2002 
stated that "significant numbers of offenders do not buy a licence following 
conviction", 22 


TV Licensing is managed as a sales operation“ and its officers are motivated by 
commission payments.2 In 2005, a TV Licensing officer was found guilty of false 
accounting and perverting the course of justice after he deliberately forged the 
confessions of four people to obtain commission payments.“ In April 2012 an Essex 
man convicted of TV licence evasion had his conviction overturned when TV 
Licensing were unable to confirm the validity of video evidence they presented in 
the original trial.2z2 


According to TV Licensing, 3096 of those prosecuted for TV Licence evasion in 2012 
were found to have satellite or cable subscriptions.24 


In 2018, there were a total of 129,446 cases in England and Wales where TV Licence 
evasion was the principal offence. Of these, 121,203 people were convicted. =a 


Although those found guilty of TV licence evasion cannot be sent to prison for that 
offence, if they default on their fine, they can be imprisoned. For example, in 2011, 
48 people were imprisoned in England and Wales for defaulting on fines imposed for 
TV licence evasion. The figure for 2012 was 51.82! 


Number of offences under Wireless Telegraphy Acts in England 
and Wales: 


(overwhelmingly made up of TV licensing cases):* 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 


Number of 166,94 | 164,46 |170,65 | 193,04 | 178,33 
proceedings 4 2 0 9 2 


148,86 | 142,38 | 149,23 164,93 |153,36 


Found guilty 7 6 9 2 9 


Average fine £167 fale! £169 £169 £170 


Northern Ireland[ edit] 


In Northern Ireland, prosecutions are the responsibility of the BBC and are carried 
out by its contractor, Capita, in magistrates' courts.4#! The prosecution process is 
very similar to that of England and Wales.5:e« 


In 2008, 5,272 people in Northern Ireland were prosecuted for non-payment of the 
television licence fee of which 4,118 were fined. The corresponding figures for 2007 
were 5,901 people prosecuted and 4,464 fines imposed.b! 


Scotland| edit] 


Procurator Fiscal's Office in Kilmarnock. In Scotland, the decision to prosecute TV licensing 
cases is taken by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Office. Very few cases come to court 
in Scotland. 


In Scotland, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Office undertakes prosecutions 
for TV licence evasion.” Very few cases in Scotland come to court. 


Instead of prosecution, in Scotland, TV licence fee evaders are usually asked by the 
Procurator Fiscal to pay a fiscal fine and a small number are simply given a warning. 
For example, in 2013-2014, just ten cases reached the courts whereas 12,969 
people were asked to pay a fiscal fine, no action was taken in 275 cases, and 174 
people were sent a warning. In addition, two people were asked to pay 


compensation and one person was offered the chance to pay a combination of fiscal 
fine and compensation.2£! In 2013-14, almost all of the fiscal fines (12,603 out of 
12,969) were at the level 2 rate of £75.28 |n 2014-15, 13% of all fiscal fines in 
Scotland were issued for Communications Act offences, stated to be mainly TV 
licensing offences. The total number of fiscal fines imposed for these offences was 
4,874. 81 |n 2015-16, 7,962 fiscal fines were issued for Communications Act 
offences, of which 7296 were issued to women.= In 2016-17, there were a total of 
4,799 fiscal fines imposed for Communications Act offences.5s" 


In the years 2016/17 and 2017/18, prosecutions against suspected licence fee 
evaders were reduced to single figures. In 2016/17, 5 people were prosecuted of 
which 4 were found guilty. In the following year there were 6 prosecutions resulting 
in 5 guilty verdicts.22 


Outcomes of TV licensing charges reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal.“ 


2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 


No action 498 865 599 275 
Warning 832 536 2219 174 
Fiscal fine 9522 12665 16403 12969 
Court proceedings 9 35 17 10 


Isle of Man[edit] 


On the Isle of Man, prosecutions are prepared by Capita on behalf of the 
BBC! although they use Manx qualified lawyers! in the Magistrates' Court. The 
maximum fine is £1,000. 


In a submission to Tynwald (the Isle of Man Government) regarding prosecution for 
non-payment of the BBC licence fee in the Crown dependencies, the BBC stated 59 
cases were laid to court in the Isle of Man between 2007 and 2009 although "these 
figures include cases where no further action may have been taken (eg because a 
writ was not served or the case was withdrawn)". 


Number of offences prosecuted of "no television/radio licence" recorded by 
the Constabulary of the Isle of Man: 


2011/1 2012/1 2013/1 2014/1 2015/1 2016/1 2017/1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


Number of 


> 0 0 93 0 I9 68 14 
prosecutions 


In its response to the UK Government's TV Licence Fee Enforcement Review, 
published in 2015, the Isle of Man Government 'agreed that it is supportive of the 
decriminalisation of non-payment of the TV licence fee'.22:u 


Guernsey|edit] 


The maximum fine for licence fee evasion in Guernsey is £2,000.22 Initial 
investigations into licence fee evasion are carried out by Capita employees as in the 
UK. However, prosecutions are carried out by police and law officers. According to 
the States of Guernsey: "it appears the TV Licensing Inspectors visit the island once 
every three to four years, therefore offences are usually reported to us following 
these visits.":»:3 In June 2013, Capita's television licensing enforcement officers 
visited Guernsey where according to the BBC, they found "130 people illegally 
watching TV without a licence".“*! The Guernsey Police Annual Report 2014 states 
that no offences of "television receiver without a licence - install/use" were recorded 
in 2014 as opposed to two such cases in 2013.41 


Number of offences of "television receiver without a licence - install/use" 
recorded by the police in Guernsey"! 


200 200 200 200 200 201 201 201 201 201 


5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 ZU 

Number 
of i bie laa le he ES ke INS |e Wy HIPS 
not listed 

offences 


Jersey| edit] 


According to the States of Jersey government: "Enforcement in Jersey is initiated by 
the TV Licensing function of the BBC which passes information onto the Jersey Police 
who then conduct their own investigation. A fine for a TV licensing offence can only 
be levied following successful prosecution at the Magistrate's Court: the Centenier 
does not have the power to summarily levy a fine for a TV licensing offence ata 
Parish Hall Enquiry."::2 The maximum fines for this offence in Jersey is £500. 

5*2 Prosecutions are carried out by the Centenier. According to the BBC: "in the case 
of Jersey we can say that between 2007 and 2009 41 cases were laid to court". In a 
response to a freedom of information request, the States of Jersey Police stated: "in 
2014 there were fourteen prosecutions for having ‘no TV licence’. All received 


cautions at the Parish Hall. Of the 14, eight were male and six were female. There 
were no prosecutions in 2015."22 There were no prosections in 20162 


Enforcement overview| edit] 


England 
& Wales 

Investi 

gating 

authori BIER 

ty 

Prosecu 

ting 

authori Pee 

ty 

Legislat | Communic 

ion ations Act 
2003; 
Police and 
Criminal 
Evidence 
Act 1984 


Enforcement overview! 
(note the BBC contracts most of its enforcement work to Capita) 
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Opinions on the licence fee[edit] 
Opinion pollsieait] 


In 2004, the BBC reported that "Almost 7096 of people in the UK want changes to the 
way the BBC is funded", following an ICM poll for their current affairs 

programme Panorama, which showed that 31% were in favour of the existing 
licence fee system, 3696 said the BBC should be paid for by a subscription and 3196 
wanted advertising to pay for the programmes. 2% 


In August 2008, the Guardian newspaper reported that "The BBC is facing an uphill 
battle to maintain support for the licence fee", stating that according to an Ipsos 
MORI poll the newspaper had commissioned, 41% agreed that the licence fee is an 
"appropriate funding mechanism" and 37% disagreed but when asked whether the 
licence fee is "good value for money", 47% disagreed, with more than half of them 
disagreeing strongly. The poll also showed that there is no longer a majority 
believing that the licence fee assured them of distinctive programming not available 
elsewhere — which, the newspaper said, had long been one of the arguments for its 
existence: 41% of the population disagreed with only 30% agreeing. The poll also 


showed that opinion was split by a growing north-south and socio-economic divide. 
[201] 


In September 2009, the Guardian reported an ICM poll showing an increase in 
support for the licence fee to 4396; "The fee is backed by 4396, against 2496 who 
think advertising should foot the bill and 3096 who think people should pay to 
subscribe if they want to see BBC programmes. In 2004, only 3196 backed the 
licence fee, 12 points lower than today.".2%1 


In 2013, according to an ICM poll for the Sunday Telegraph, 7096 stated that the BBC 
licence fee should be abolished or cut. 4996 of those polled believed the fee should 
be scrapped altogether. 2% 


Views of official bodies and policy institutes [edit] 


Previous inquiries, such as the parliamentary Peacock Committee in 1986 and the 
internal Davies committee in 2000, recommended continuing the licence fee, with 
conditions. In 2001, an Ofcom report found that the vast majority of those it 
interviewed, including owners of digital television equipment, supported the 
principle of a licence fee to fund public service television and radio. The advantages 
of such funding listed by those interviewed included diversity, high quality, 
education, innovation, entertainment, information, original productions, pluralism, 
accessibility, inclusion of minorities and free access.2%! Another reason given in a 
response to Ofcom by the National Union of Journalists was that the licence fee 
allows the BBC to "retain independence" from both commercial and political 
pressures, 201 


Nonetheless, having surveyed public opinion during December 2003, a finding of the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport was that "the way the licence fee is set 
and collected raised issues about fairness".2° Further criticisms, embodied in a 
2005 Green Paper, included cost, value for money, whether or not the BBC should 
be publicly funded, the high cost of collection and enforcement and the methods 
used. 


Meanwhile, in 2004, the Institute for Public Policy Research criticised the TV licence 
fee for its regressive impact, pointing out that it represents a much higher 
proportion of income for poor households, that evaders are most likely to be single 
parents, lone tenants, pensioners and the economically inactive and that the 
difficulties they have in paying the licence fee are compounded by the penalties 
enforced for non-payment.2z 


Other technologies for receiving visual media, such as mobile phones and 
computers connected to the Internet, has led to questions over whether or not a 
licence fee based on television receiver ownership can continue to be justified when 
a television receiver is no longer the sole medium over which the BBC distributes its 
content;22 and these technological changes led the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport to state in 2005 that the collection of a fixed charge based on television 
ownership may become difficult to sustain. 


In 2006, the House of Lords Select Committee on BBC Charter Review criticised the 
reclassification of the licence fee as a tax, pointing out that the BBC was in 
consequence reclassified as a central government body, with "significant 
implications for the BBC's independence". 


In a debate in the UK Parliament in October 2013, the licence fee was referred to as 
‘a flat-rate poll tax' and as 'probably the UK's most regressive tax'2%! 


Some critics claim that the licensing system interferes with the freedom to 
receive information and contend that this is a contravention of Article 10 of 

the European Convention on Human Rights (the right to freedom of expression). 
2091 |n a case dealing with the German radio licence, the ECHR in Application No. 
26907/95 stated "Such an undertaking cannot be successfully accomplished unless 
it is grounded in the principle of pluralism, of which the State is the ultimate 
guarantor." and "The interference complained of was, therefore, necessary in a 
democratic society. There is, accordingly, no appearance of a violation of the 
applicant's right under Article 10 (Art. 10)."z:9 


Media views(edit] 


The television licence fee system has been variously criticised, commented upon 
and defended by the press.2z::2::: |n 2010, the journalist Charles Moore was fined 
by a magistrates' court for watching TV without a licence. Moore had refused to pay 
in protest at the BBC's unwillingness to dismiss Jonathan Ross in the wake of his 
involvement in The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls.24 Later, Moore was to 
describe the BBC licence fee as "the most regressive and most ruthlessly collected 
of all government imposts."2:: In 2014, Nick Ross, a BBC presenter, stated that the 
licence fee was unfair and should be abolished. 


Websites and blogsieait] 


There are a number of websites that campaign against the TV licenceZz The BBC 
monitors the internet for references to TV Licensing.2:! According to the BBC 
"searches are carried out for the purpose of identifying external information relating 
to TV Licensing such that, where appropriate, we can respond and assist licence fee 
payers or correct inaccurate information as well as flag up customer complaints." 
Part of this monitoring 'flags up' critical comments about TV Licensing. An internal 
briefing note released by the BBC in response to a freedom of information request 
names the TV Licensing Blog as TV Licensing's "most prevalent activist"2 who has 
"built a significant following both for his blog and for his @TVLicensingblog Twitter 
feed (over 900 followers)". The BBC also monitors YouTube videos of enquiry officers 
and YouTube videos critical of TV Licensing as well as social media such as 
Facebook and Twitter. 


Opinions on collection and enforcement methodsieait] 


In September 2008, the BBC's governing body, the BBC Trust, launched a review of 
TV Licensing's methods, following complaints about "heavy-handed" and 
"intimidating" tactics?2 and during December 2008, it was reported by the press that 
the chairman of the all-party Commons Culture, Media and Sport committee had 
accused TV Licensing of behaving "like the Gestapo", employing "tactics that are 
outrageous", saying: "The tactics used by TV Licensing in their letters are 
intimidatory and cause genuine distress. Their records are not always correct, but 
they write letters that assume members of the public are criminals", 22% 


In 2008, the former BBC television star, Noel Edmonds, stated that he had stopped 
paying his TV licence in a protest at the tone of BBC adverts aimed at TV licence 
evaders, 224 


Isle of Man(edit] 


The licensing system remains controversial in the Isle of Man due to the fact that the 
licence fee remains the same as in the UK and Channel Islands, even though the 
BBC provides neither a local television news service for the Isle of Man (similar 

to BBC Channel Islands) nor any BBC local radio or national radio opt-out station. 
The BBC has sought to redress the lack of coverage by improving its online news 
service for the Isle of Man, with permanent BBC staff based at the Manx 

Radio studios in Douglas. A Select Committee of Tynwald was established in 2009 to 
investigate the value for money of the licensing system for the Isle of Man, and the 
feasibility of the Isle of Man withdrawing from it. 


The future of the licence fee[edit] 


The current Royal Charter for the BBC expires on 31 December 202722 and the TV 
licence fee itself was fixed at £145.50 until March 2017.22 After this time the fee will 


increase in line with inflation for five years until 2022; the price was raised to 
£ 147 , [22511226] 


The government stated that "while the current licence fee collection system is in 
operation, the current system of criminal deterrence and prosecution should be 
maintained". 2221 


In June 2019, it was announced that free TV licences that are funded by the 
Government for all over 75s would be abolished in June 2020. 


The TV Licensing website states that "From 1 June 2020, there will be a new 
scheme. Under the new scheme, anyone aged 75 or over who receives Pension 
Credit will still be eligible for a free TV Licence which the BBC will pay for. 
Households where there is no one aged 75 or over that receives Pension Credit will 
need to buy a licence if one is needed." 


Notes[edit] 


The Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004! gives the following 
definition: 


e "television receiver" means any apparatus installed or used for the purpose of 
receiving (whether by means of wireless telegraphy or otherwise) any television 
programme service, whether or not it is installed or used for any other purpose. 

e any reference to receiving a television programme service includes a reference 
to receiving by any means any programme included in that service, where that 
programme is received at the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is 
received by members of the public by virtue of its being broadcast or distributed 
as part of that service. 
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In the United Kingdom, viewing figures - the number of viewers or households watching 
a television programme, have been recorded by the Broadcasters' Audience Research 
Board (BARB) since 1981. Prior to the board's formation, figures were conducted by 
different means such as the BBC financing its own audience research, while 
the ITV companies sub-contracted theirs. 


Most watched special events[edit] 


The majority of special events attracting large audiences are often carried on more than 
one channel. The most watched programme of all time on a single channel is the 1973 
wedding ceremony of The Princess Anne, shown only on BBC1. 


e  Post-1981 figures verified by the Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB) 
e  Pre-1981 figures supplied by the British Film Institute (BFI) 
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Notes: 


e At least two Muhammad Ali boxing matches were reported to have been watched by 
at least 26 million viewers in the United Kingdom: the Fight of the Century (Ali vs. 
Frazier) was reported to have been watched by 27.5 million British viewers in 1971, 
U and The Rumble in the Jungle (Ali vs. Foreman) was reported to have been 
watched by 26 million viewers on BBC One in 1974. 

* Live Aid is reported to have reached approximately 24.5 million British viewers in 
July 1985.3: 

e The Wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton (29 April 2011) received a 
total audience peak of 26 million viewers, but this is a combined figure aggregated 
from the ten different channels that broadcast the ceremony. The highest figures of 
these were 13.59 million on BBC1, with an extra 4.02 million watching on ITV.59 

e Nine different channels covered Prince Harry and Megan Markle's wedding, with a 
reach of 27.7 million viewers.24 


Most watched programmesi[edit] 


The following is a list of most watched programmes, excluding sporting events and 
news coverage. The mid-1980s introduction of in-week repeat showings accounts for six 
of the top ten programmes. On this measure, the 1996 Christmas edition of Only Fools 
and Horses is the most watched non-repeated, non-documentary programme of all time 
in the United Kingdom. It is the third most watched programme of all time on a single 
channel, after the 2012 Summer Olympics closing ceremony and the wedding of 
Princess Anne and Mark Phillips in 1973 (see below). 


e  Post-1981 figures verified by the Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB) 


e  Pre-1981 figures supplied by the British Film Institute 
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These are the most watched films by total number of viewerss3 (dates are when the 
films were broadcast, not necessarily when they were produced). 
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Programme 


Coronation Street 


Torvill and Dean - Olympic Ice 
Dance Championship 


Panorama Special: Princess Diana 


Only Fools and Horses 


Funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales 


1998 FIFA World Cup: England v 
Argentina 


Coronation Street 


Coronation Street 


Only Fools and Horses 


Only Fools and Horses 


22 March 
1993 


21 February 
1994 


20 November 
1995 


29 December 
1996 


6 September 
1997 


30 June 1998 


7 March 1999 


3 January 
2000 


25 December 
2001 


25 December 
2002 


2073531 


Viewers 
(million 
s) 


18:965 


211352 BBC One 
17.4058: BBC One 


Yea 
r Programme 


2003 
2004 


2005 
2006 


2007 


2008 
2009 


2010 
2011 
2012 


Coronation Street 


UEFA Euro 2004: England v Portugal 


Coronation Street 


2006 FIFA World Cup: England v 


Sweden 


EastEnders 


A Matter of Loaf and Death 


Britain's Got Talent 


The X Factor 


Wedding of Prince William and 
Catherine Middleton 


2012 Summer Olympics closing 


ceremony 


Viewers 
(million 


s) 


24 February 
2003 


24 June 2004 20.665: 


21 February 
2005 


20 June 2006 18.4652 


25 December 
2007 


14.382% 


25 December 
2008 


T5 15s 


30 May 2009 | 18.2940 


12 December 
2010 


16.554 


29 ADOPT 3 5955 


12 August 
2012 


19.4384 


14.3658 


BBC One 
BBC One 


Yea 


2013 


2014 


2015 


2016 


2017 


2018 


2019 


Notes 


Programme 


New Year's Eve Fireworks 


2014 FIFA World Cup Final: 
Germany v Argentina 


The Great British Bake Off 


The Great British Bake Off 


Blue Planet II 


2018 FIFA World Cup: Croatia v 
England 


I'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of 
Here! 


Date 


31 December 
2013 


13 July 2014 


7 October 
2015 


26 October 
2016 


29 October 
2017 


11 July 2018 


17 November 
2019 


Viewers 
(million 
s): 


13593159 


14.96!5! 


5205) 


O24 


14.0152 


20.75 


13.1759 


Network 


BBC One 


BBC One? 


BBC One 


BBC One 


BBC One 


e ^1- Unverified sources state that this figure was higher, and that an audience of 
26 million watched the Ali vs Foreman fight of 30 October 1974, However these 


figures are not corroborated by the BFI. 


e ^2 - The Royal Wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton (29 April 2011) 
"attracted a consolidated average audience of 26.0 [million] viewers across the 
ceremony from 11:00 am to 12:10 pm. This is an aggregated audience across 10 
BARB reported channels that followed the events live."5: The highest figures for 
individual channels of these were 13.59 million on BBC One, followed by 4.02 million 
watching on ITV. 

e ^3 - The 2014 FIFA World Cup Final was broadcast by both BBC One and ITV. The 
highest figures were 14.96 million on BBC One, followed by 2.34 million on ITV. 


e ^4 - Based on 7-day viewing figures. 
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405-line television system 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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The 405-line monochrome analogue television broadcasting system was the first fully 
electronic television system to be used in regular broadcasting. 


It was introduced with the BBC Television Service in 1936, suspended for the duration 
of World War Il, and remained in operation in the UK until 1985. It was also used 
between 1961 and 1982 in Ireland, as well as from 1957 to 1973 for the Rediffusion 
Television cable service in Hong Kong. 


Sometimes called the Marconi-EMI system, it was developed in 1934 by 

the EMI Research Team led by Sir Isaac Shoenberg. The figure of 405 lines had been 
chosen following discussions over Sunday lunch at the home of Alan Blumlein.? The 
system used interlacing; EMI had been experimenting with a 243-line all-electronic 
interlaced system since 1933. In the 405 system the scanning lines were broadcast in 
two complementary fields, 50 times per second, creating 25 frames per second. The 
actual image was 377 lines high and interlaced, with additional unused lines making the 
frame up to 405 lines to give the slow circuitry time to prepare for the next frame; in 
modern terms it would be described as 377i. 


At the time of its introduction the 405-line system was referred to as "high definition" - 
which it was, compared to earlier systems, although of lower definition than 625- 
line and later standards. 


History[edit] 


A mock-up of a 1930s EMI Emitron 405-line television camera, constructed for the 1986 BBC 
drama Fools on the Hill 


United Kingdom (edit! 


In 1934 the British government set up a committee (the "Television Committee") to 
advise on the future of TV broadcasting. The committee recommended that a "high 
definition" service (defined by them as being a system of 240 lines or more) to be run 
by the BBC be established. The recommendation was accepted and tenders were 
sought from industry. Two tenders were received: one from the Baird company offering 
a 240-line mechanical system, and the other from EMI offering a 405-line all-electronic 
one. The Television Committee advised that they were unable to choose between the 
two systems and that both tenders should be accepted, the two systems to be run 
together for an experimental period. 


Broadcasting of the resulting BBC Television Service from its Alexandra Palace site 
began in November 1936, at first time-sharing broadcasts with the 240-line Baird 
system; however, in January 1937, after three months of trials, the Baird system was 
abandoned in favour of exclusive broadcasting with the 405-line Marconi-EMI system 
on VHF. This became the standard for all British TV broadcasts until the 1960s. 


It soon became apparent that television reception was also possible well outside the 
original intended service area. In February 1938, engineers at the RCA Research 
Station, Riverhead, Long Island, New York, in the USA, were able to receive the BBC 
signal 5,000 km (3,100 mi) away, due to the signal being "bounced" back to earth from 
the ionosphere. A few minutes of programming were recorded on 16mm movie film. 
This is now considered to be the only surviving example of pre-war, live British 


television.2 The images recorded included two of the original three BBC 

announcers, Jasmine Bligh and (in a brief shot) Elizabeth Cowell, an excerpt from an 
unknown period costume drama, and the BBC's station identification transmitted at the 
beginning and end of the day's programmes. 


The BBC temporarily ceased transmissions on 1 September 1939, the day of 

the German invasion of Poland, as war was imminent. After the BBC Television Service 
recommenced in 1946, distant reception reports were received from various parts of the 
world, including Italy, South Africa, India, the Middle East, North America and 

the Caribbean. 


The BBC lost its monopoly of the British television market in 1954, and the following 
year the commercial network ITV, comprising a consortium of regional companies, was 
launched. 


In 1964, the BBC launched its BBC2 service on UHF using only a 625-line system, which 
older sets could not receive. For several years BBC1 and ITV transmitted using the 405- 
line and BBC2 the 625-line standard; the only way to receive them all was to use a 
complex "dual-standard" 405- and 625-line, VHF and UHF, receiver. The introduction of 
colour on BBC2 in 1967 necessitated an even more complex dual-standard set to 
receive all three channels. 


In November 1969 BBC1 and ITV also started broadcasting in 625-line PAL colour 

on UHF. As their programming was now entirely produced using the new standard, the 
405-line broadcasts served only as a rebroadcast in monochrome for people who did not 
have the newer receivers. Thereafter, receivers were of a simpler single standard 
design which could not receive the legacy 405-line transmissions. 


One reason for the long switchover period was the difficulty in matching the coverage 
level of the new UHF 625-line service with the very high level of geographic coverage 
achieved with the 405-line VHF service. 


The last 405-line transmissions were seen on 4 January 1985 in Scotland; they had been 
officially shut down one day earlier in the rest of the UK (although they were actually 
switched off at various points the next day). This left only the UHF PAL system in 
operation in the UK. The frequencies used by the 405-line system were initially left 
empty, but were later sold off; they are now used for other purposes, 

including DAB and trunked PMR commercial two-way radio systems. 


Irelanduieait| 


Ireland's use of the 405-line system began in 1961, with the launch of Telefís Éireann, 
but only extended to two main transmitters and their five relays, serving the east and 
north of the country. This was because many people in these areas already had 405-line 
sets for receiving UK broadcasts from Wales or Northern Ireland. Telefís Éireann's 
primary standard was 625-line; it began using this in the summer of 1962, more than 
two years before the UK had any 625-line channels. 


e The last 405-line relays, in County Donegal, were turned off in 1982; the main 
transmitters had been shut down in 1978 to free up frequencies for RTÉ 2, and after 
then the relays had been fed by standards converters from the local 625-line 
transmitter. 

e For the last five years of RTÉ's 405-line simulcasting, a simple orthicon converter 
was used, essentially a 405-line camera pointed at a 625-line monitor, as the more 
expensive system converters that RTE had previously used were now inoperable. 


Hong Kongd(edit] 


Main article: Rediffusion Television 


The 405-line system was used in the Rediffusion Television cable television service 

in Hong Kong, established in 1957, making it both the first British colony and the first 
predominantly Chinese city to have television. The service of 405-line system ended in 
1973, replaced by 625-line PAL system free-to-air broadcast. 


Other countries[edit] 


For a brief time in 1939 there were experimental 405-line transmissions from stations 
in Montrouge in France and Eindhoven in the Netherlands," Czechoslovakia and 
Switzerland.“ 


405-line video recordings(edit] 
Original[edit] 


A few 405-line videotapes still survive. However, the majority of surviving 405-line 
programmes are in the form of black and white film telerecordings, usually with optical 
soundtracks. Occasionally video re-recording would be employed instead, with a 625- 
line camera pointing at a 405-line monitor. This preserves the original 50-field 
interlaced format, but with some geometrical distortions owing to the curvature of the 
CRT monitors used at the time. 


Modern[|edit] 


405-line programming may be recorded and played on an unmodified VHS or Betamax 
video recorder, as long as the input to the recorder is baseband rather than RF. Thus 
various modern video recordings of 405-line programming also exist. Betamax was 
sometimes preferred for this, as the dropout compensator could be switched off on 
certain models for use with PCM digital audio decoders. 


System A[edit] 


405-line is System A in the CCIR assignment of broadcast systems. The audio 

uses amplitude modulation rather than the frequency modulation in use on modern 
analogue systems. In addition, the system was broadcast in an aspect ratio of 5:4 until 
3 April 1950, when it changed to the more common 4:3 format. 


All System A transmitters used vestigial sideband transmission, with the single 
exception of Alexandra Palace in London, which closed down in 1957 when it was 
replaced by Crystal Palace. 
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Why 50 fields per second? [edit] 


Since the mid-1930s it has been standard practice to use a field frequency equal to the 
AC mains electric supply frequency (or a submultiple thereof) 50 Hz in most countries 
(60 Hz in the Americas) because studio lighting generally uses an alternating current 
supply to the lamps and if these were not synchronized with the field frequency, an 
unwelcome strobe effect could appear on TV pictures. Secondly, the smoothing 
(filtering) of power supply circuits in early TV receivers was rather poor, and ripple 
superimposed on the DC could cause visual interference. However, the main problem 
was the susceptibility of the electron beam in the CRT being deflected by stray 
magnetic fields from nearby transformers or motors. If the picture was locked to the 
mains frequency, this interference would at least be static on the screen and thus 
relatively unnoticeable. The very earliest TV sets used a mains transformer; care had to 
be taken in design to prevent the transformer's stray magnetic field from disturbing the 
electron beam in the CRT. 


Why 405 lines? [edit] 


Because an interlaced system requires accurate positioning of scanning lines, the 
horizontal and vertical timebase must be in a precise ratio. This is done by passing the 
one through a series of electronic divider circuits to produce the other. Each division is 
by an odd integer. Therefore, there has to be a straightforward mathematical 
relationship between the line and field frequencies, the latter being derived by dividing 
down from the former. The technology constraints of the 1930s meant that this division 
process could only be done using small integers, preferably no greater than 7, for good 
stability. The number of lines was odd because of 2:1 interlace. The 405-line system 
used a vertical frequency of 50 Hz (standard AC mains supply frequency in Britain) and 
a horizontal one of 10,125 Hz (50 x 405 + 2 or, using the frame rate, 25 x 405), with 
405 being derived from (3x 3x 3x 3 x 5). 


Comparison with later standards[edit] 
Bandwidthi[eait| 


When used with vestigial sideband filtering, the total bandwidth of a 405-line TV 
channel is 5 MHz, significantly less than the 8 MHz required by the 625-line system I, 
which replaced it in Britain. Systems in other countries used anything between six and 
fourteen megahertz of bandwidth per channel. 


Coverageredit] 


The use of VHF frequencies combined with the narrow vision bandwidth (AM signals [at 
VHF low band frequencies] are less affected by noise as bandwidth is reduced) meant 
that 405-line signals could be received well even under marginal conditions. Therefore, 


it was possible to cover virtually all of the UK with a relatively small number of 
transmitting stations. 


Susceptibility to impulse interferenceriedit] 


The use of AM (rather than FM) for sound and the use of positive (rather than negative) 
video modulation made 405-line signals very prone to audible and visible impulse 
interference, such as that generated by the ignition systems of vehicles. Such 
interference manifested itself as a loud popping on sound and large bright spots on the 
picture, which viewers found much more noticeable than the dark spots encountered 
when such interference is encountered on a signal using negative video modulation. 
With positive modulation, interference could easily be of similar amplitude to the sync 
pulses (which were represented by 0-30% of the transmitter output). The early time- 
base circuits were less able to discriminate between the signals and the picture would 
break up. By contrast, in negative modulation sync, pulses represent peak transmitter 
output (70-100% output). As a result, impulse interference would cause visual dark 
spots before it was large enough to affect the synchronisation of the picture. If the 
interference was large enough, the picture was probably unwatchable anyway. The later 
introduction of flywheel sync circuits rendered the picture much more stable, but these 
could have alleviated some of the problems with positive modulation. Almost all 
television systems that succeeded the 405-line system adopted negative modulation for 
this reason alone. 


Automatic gain control[eait] 


The AGC circuit was problematic. First-generation AGC merely detected the average 
value of the transmitted signal; however, due to the positively modulated carrier, peak 
power represented peak white - not guaranteed to be present. Thus for a completely 
black picture, the AGC circuit would increase the RF gain to restore the average carrier 
amplitude. The result was a screen that was not black but mid-grey. In fact, the total 
light output of early TV sets was practically constant regardless of the picture content. 


By the mid-1950s, several manufacturers started to introduce gated-AGC systems to 
avoid this issue.Z A delayed pulse was derived from the recovered line-sync signal. This 
pulse would trigger a gate which would sample the received video signal during the 
"back porch" which was a guaranteed black-level transmitted between the end of the 
line-sync pulse and the start of the picture information. 


The introduction of negative modulation in later systems simplified the problem 
because peak carrier power represented sync pulses (which were always guaranteed to 
be present). A simple peak-detector AGC circuit would detect the amplitude of only the 
sync pulses, thus measuring the strength of the received signal. 


Whistle due to line output transformer 
magnetostriction(edit] 


The 405-line system produced a noticeable 10,125 Hz whistle in many sets, equal to the 
number of lines per second. This high-pitched whistle was caused 
by magnetostriction in the line output transformer. 


This is a common artifact in sets that use a cathode ray tube. While all CRT-based 
television systems produce such a noise, the higher number of lines per second in later 
standards produces frequencies (PAL's 15,625 Hz and NTSC's 15,734 Hz) that are at the 
upper end of the audible spectrum, which not all people are able to hear. Modern sets 
using plasma, LCD or OLED display technology are completely free of this effect as they 


are composed of a million or more individually controllable elements, rather than using 
a single magnetically deflected beam, so there is no requirement to generate the 
scanning signal. 


Equalizing pulses[edit] 


The absence of equalizing pulses to facilitate interlace was defended at the start of the 
BBC service on the grounds that it only caused a lack of interlace with field 
synchronizing separators of the integrator type, and that there were, even at that time, 
numerous other circuits which gave completely accurate interlace without equalizing 
pulses. The question was raised again from time to time, but a series of tests, 
conducted during 1952 in cooperation with the British Radio Equipment Manufacturers' 
Association, confirmed that there was no general need for equalizing pulses. 


Spot wobblereait] 


On some larger TV screen sizes, the scanned lines were not fat enough to give 10096 
coverage of the CRT. The result was a lined picture with darkness between each 
horizontal scanned line, reducing picture brightness and contrast. Larger screen sets 
often used a spot wobble oscillator, that slightly elongated the scanning spot vertically 
at high frequency to avoid this line separation effect without reducing horizontal 
sharpness. Spot wobble was also utilised when making telerecordings of 405-line 
programmes. 


Experimental colour transmissions[edit] 


During the late 1950s and early-to-mid 1960s, some experimental colour broadcasts 
were made in the UK with the 405-line system using NTSC colour encoding (this 
encoding was a 1953 enhancement of the original 1941 NTSC monochrome standard, 
added to the NTSC standard so that it could also provide for colour broadcasting).™ The 
subcarrier frequency was 2.6578125 MHz (525/2 times line frequency) with an "I" signal 
bandwidth of 500 kHz and a "Q" signal bandwidth of 300 kHz. Tests 

with PAL, SECAM and other NTSC subcarrier frequencies were also attempted.24 


Some of these broadcasts were on UHF (also an experimental technology at the time), 
while others were carried over the regular VHF network outside of normal broadcasting 
hours. 


United States 405-line field-sequential colour system[edit] 


After the U.S. adopted the NTSC 525-line monochrome standard for commercial 
broadcasting in 1941, subsequent efforts were made to upgrade the standard so that it 
could also accommodate a "compatible" colour broadcasting system. Eventually these 
efforts would prove successful, but because repeated attempts had consistently 
produced unsatisfactory results, in 1950 the United States Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) officially approved for commercial broadcast an alternate 405-line 
broadcasting system which the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) had developed 
over the past decade. This system was a field-sequential colour system which 
electronically transmitted a 405-line monochrome picture. Colour was provided 
mechanically by means of a synchronized rotating transparent Red-Green-Blue disk, 
which was placed in front of the receiver screen. Regular broadcast channels were used 
to transmit the 405-line system signals, but the millions of existing NTSC 525-line 
television receivers could only correctly process the audio portion of these 


transmissions, so unless these sets were modified they would only display a jumbled 
picture.2u 


CBS aired a variety show special entitled Premiere on 25 June 1951 to officially launch 
commercial 405-line colour broadcasting, but just four months later CBS ended its 
colour broadcasts. CBS's efforts were hindered from the beginning by a widespread lack 
of acceptance, and the ultimate setback came at the end of the year when the U.S. 
government temporarily banned the manufacture of colour televisions in order to 
conserve resources during the Korean War. 


In 1953, the FCC rescinded its approval of the CBS 405-line colour system. In its place it 
approved a newly improved and now satisfactory second NTSC 525-line standard which 
had been developed by RCA. It provided for colour broadcasting yet remained 
compatible with existing 525-line monochrome sets.” 


See also[edit] 


e Broadcast television system 

e Television systems before 1940 

e 441-line television system 

e 405-line transmitters of the United Kingdom 
e 525-line television system 
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British Satellite Broadcasting plc 


Industry Media 


Fate Merged with Sky Television plc to form 
BSkyB. 2131 


Successor BSkyB 


Defunct 2 November 1990 


Headquart Marco Polo House, London, England, UK 


ers 


Products Pay TV services 


Programming 


Background[edit] 


In 1977, the World Administrative Radio Conference assigned each country five high- 
powered channels for direct broadcast by satellite (DBS) for domestic use. In 1982, 
after being awarded two of the channels, the BBC proposed its own satellite service, 
™ with two conditions: 


e Use of a satellite built by United Satellite, a consortium of British 
Aerospace and Matra Marconi Space (the former Marconi Space merged with Matra's 
former Matra Espace, the latter's space divisions later to become part 
of Astrium and then Airbus Defence and Space), with costs estimated at £24M per 
year. 

* Asupplementary charter was agreed in May 1983 which allowed the BBC to borrow 
up to £225M to cover the cost of the project as it was not allowed to call on public 
funds, nor use existing sources of revenue to fund the project. 


During Autumn 1983, the cost of Unisat was found to be greatly underestimated and 
the new Home Secretary announced the three remaining channels would be given to 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) to allow the private sector to compete 
against the BBC in satellite broadcasting. Within a few months, the BBC started talking 
with the IBA about a joint project to help cover the cost. Subsequently, government 
allowed the IBA to bring in private companies to help cover the costs (dubbed the "Club 
of 21"): 


e The BBC - 5096 

* [TV franchises Granada and Anglia Television - 3096 

e Virgin / Thorn-EMI / Granada TV Rental / Pearson Longman and Consolidated 
Satellite Broadcasting - 209615 


Within a year the consortium made it clear that the original launch date of 1986 would 
be pushed back to 1988,™ while also asking the government to allow them to tender out 
the building of the new satellite system, to help reduce cost.2% The project failed in May 
1985 when the consortium concluded that the cost of set-up was not justifiable. The 
BBC stated the costs were prohibitive, because the government insisted that the BBC 
should pay for the costs of constructing and launching a dedicated satellite.2: 


IBA franchise[ edit] 


The IBA convinced the Home Secretary to revive the DBS project but under different 
conditions (broadly based on a report drawn up by John Jackson), by inviting private- 


sector companies to apply for a new television franchise via satellite, to provide a 
commercial service on three of the five DBS channels on 2 April 1986. One of the 
conditions imposed on applicants by the IBA was that they use a new, untried 
transmission standard, D-MAC. This standard was part of the European Community's 
attempt to promote a high-definition television (HDTV) standard being developed by 
Philips and other European companies, HD-MAC. The technology was still at the 
laboratory stage and was incompatible with previous standards: HD-MAC transmissions 
could not be received by existing television sets which were based 

on PAL or SECAM standards. The condition to use a high-power (230 watts) satellite was 
dropped, and no winner was precluded from buying a foreign satellite system. 


The IBA received five serious bids for the Direct Broadcast Satellite franchises. It also 
received submissions from The Children's Channel and ITN to make sure their 
programmes were used on any successful bid.22 


Franchise 
name 


British Satellite 


Broadcasting 
(BSB) 


Direct 
Broadcasting 
by Satellite 
(DBS) UK 
Limited 


Direct 
Broadcasting 
Limited (DBL) 


National 
Broadcasting 
Service (NBS) 


SatUK 
Broadcasting 


Consortium led by 


Granada Television, Pearson, Virgin 


Group, Anglia Television, Amstrad and 


Independent Television News (ITN) 


Carlton Communications, London 
Weekend Television (LWT), Saatchi 
and Saatchi, Dixons and Robert 
Fleming merchant bank 


British and Commonwealth Shipping, 
Cambridge Electronic Industries, 
Electronics Rental Group, Rupert 
Murdoch's News 

International and Sears 


James Lee, former head of Goldcrest 


Films and Robert Holmes à Court's 
Bell Group 


Muir Sutherland, Jimmy Hartley, 
backed by Australian finanicier Alan 
Bond and Celtic Films 


Proposed channels 


Screen, 
Zigzag, Galaxy and Now 


A sport/news/business 
channel, an entertainment 
channel, and Super Channel 


A channel for families and 
children, another for films, 
and a third would have 
broadcast Sky Channel 


Schedules for children and 
sport fans, along with a news 
channel 


A free-to-air entertainment 
channel, a £5 per month film 
channel and a £2 per month 


family channel 


Winning bid[edit] 


British Satellite Broadcasting won the fifteen-year franchise on 11 December 1986 to 
operate the Direct Broadcast Satellite System, with a licence to operate three channels. 
BSB forecast 400,000 homes would be equipped during its first year, but some doubts 
were cast whether this was possible. The Cable Authority welcomed the service, 
believing it would encourage more users, especially with its dedicated movie channel.:s 
14] 


BSB's original satellite channels were: 


Description 


Screen | Feature film channel with a subscription price of £2.50 per week 


Zigzag | Kids and lifestyle channel shared with Screen during the daytime hours 


Galaxy | Entertainment channel with soap operas and quiz shows from 6pm 


Live 24-hour news, sport and current affairs service powered by Independent 
XE Television News (ITN) 


Around the time of the licence award, Amstrad withdrew its backing as they believed it 
was not possible to sell a satellite dish and receiver for £250. Australian 

businessman Alan Bond joined the consortium along with Reed 

International, Chargeurs, Next plc and London Merchant Securities amongst others. BSB 
earmarked the bulk of the first round of financing for buying and launching two 
satellites (for redundancy and provision of further channels later) and planned a second 
round close to the commencement of broadcasting operations. It commissioned Hughes 
Aircraft to provide two high-powered satellites using launch vehicles from McDonnell 
Douglas. Both companies were American and had established reputations for reliability. 
Hughes was the main contractor and offered a commercial space industry first, "in orbit 
delivery", whereby BSB's risk was reduced because payments became due only after 
the satellites were launched and operational.23 


On 8 June 1988, rival tycoon Rupert Murdoch, having failed to gain regulatory approval 
for his own satellite service, and failing to become part of the BSB consortium, 
announced that his pan-European television station, Sky Channel, would be relaunched 
as a four-channel UK-based service called Sky Television, using the Astra system and 
broadcast in PAL with analogue sound. BSB had been aware of the impending launch of 


Astra when it submitted its proposal to the IBA in 1986, but had discounted it. Lazard 
Brothers, the Pearson subsidiary responsible for BSB's first fundraising memorandum, 
reportedly regarded Astra as technology-led rather than programming-led and, 
therefore, an unlikely threat. 


The stage was set for a dramatic confrontation. BSB, expecting to be the UK's only 
satellite service, was faced with an aggressive drive by Murdoch's Sky to be the first 
service to launch. As Britain's official satellite television provider, BSB had high hopes, 
as the company planned to provide a mixture of highbrow programming and popular 
entertainment, from arts and opera to blockbuster movies and music videos. The 
service would also be technically superior, broadcasting in the D-MAC (Multiplexed 
Analogue Components type D) system dictated by European Union regulations with 
potentially superior picture sharpness, digital stereo sound and the potential to show 
widescreen programming, rather than the existing PAL system. BSB criticised Sky's 
proposals, claiming that the PAL pictures would be too degraded by satellite 
transmission, and that in any case, BSB would broadcast superior programming. SES, 
the Astra operator (now operators of the O3b data satellites and others with names 
including AMC, Ciel, NSS, Quetzsat, YahSat and SES), had no regulatory permission to 
broadcast, had plans (initially) for only one satellite with no backup, and the European 
satellite launch vehicle Ariane suffered repeated failures. However, SES used the 
resulting delay time to re-engineer the satellite to reduce the dish size needed, which 
would otherwise have been larger than 60 cm (24"). 


To distance itself from Sky and its dish antennas, BSB announced a new type of flat- 
plate satellite antenna called a "squarial" (i.e., "square aerial"). The illustrative model 
shown to the press was a dummy and BSB commissioned a working version which was 
under 45 cm (18") wide. A conventional dish of the same diameter was also available. 
The company had serious technical problems with the development of ITT's D-MAC 
silicon chips needed for its MAC receivers. BSB was still hoping to launch in September 
1989, but eventually had to admit that the launch would be delayed. 


During the summer, in a bid to gain more viewers BSB/BBC prepared a bid for a four- 
year deal for the rights to broadcast top league football, outbidding ITV's £44m offer; 
461 BSB had also committed about £400 million to tying up Paramount, Universal, 

Columbia, and MGM/United Artists, with total up-front payments of about £85 million. 


A photo of all three BSB dishes available, the squarial, a Sky dish for comparison, the round BSB 
dish, and the square BSB dish. 


BSB's costs had started to rocket, reaching £354m, while Chief Executive Anthony 
Simons Gooding denied that BSB had gone over budget and would require more than 
the planned £625m it required to operate up to 1993.7 In December 1988, Virgin pulled 
out of the BSB consortium, ostensibly because it was going private again; Virgin had 
also become increasingly concerned about BSB's mounting costs. The film-rights battle 
proved to be the final straw for Virgin, since it would necessitate a "supplementary first 


round" of financing of £131 million in January 1989 in addition to the initial £222.5 
million. After unsuccessfully offering its stake in BSB to the remaining founders, Virgin 
sold it to Bond Corporation, already BSB's largest shareholder, for a nominal profit. 


A Squarial installed on a house wall 


Despite the delayed launch, BSB continued to invest heavily in marketing in 1989 to 
minimize the effects of Sky's timing advantage. BSB also received a needed boost in 
June 1989 when it won the franchises for the two remaining British high-powered DBS 
channels, beating six other bidders when the BBC dropped all plans for use of the 
allocated channels. BSB revised its line-up to include separate channels for films, sports, 
pop music, general entertainment and living/current affairs. Unfortunately, this 
increased the size of the dishes which the public had to purchase from 25 centimetres 
to 35-40 centimetres; subsidies from BSB helped maintain retail prices at £250. 


Launchieait] 
PN 
OS 


BSB channel logos, clockwise from top left: BSB, The Sports Channel, Galaxy, Now, Power Station, 


The Movie Channel (The Computer Channel not present for it was not promoted) 


BSB's satellite channels for the general public were: 


e The Movie Channel 

e The Sports Channel 

e Galaxy (until 2 December 1990) 
e The Power Station 

e Now (until 1 December 1990) 


With a sixth for business users: 


e The Computer Channel (28 June - 29 November 1990) 


BSB launched its service on 25 March 1990, with the slogan /t's Smart to be Square. The 
launch, six months late, came 13 months after Sky's launch.“ BSB was due to start 
broadcasting in September 1989 but was delayed by problems with the supply of 
receiving equipment and because BSB wanted to avoid Sky's experience of launching 
when most shops had no equipment to sell. Its D-MAC receivers were more expensive 
than Sky's PAL equivalents and incompatible with them. 


BSB claimed to have around 750,000 subscriptions while Sky had extended its reach 
into more than 1.5 million homes. It was believed both companies could break even if 
subscriptions reached three million households, with most analysts expecting this to be 
reached in 1992. 


BSB Datavision(edit] 


Launched along with the channels for the general public, BSB Datavision was a 
subsidiary of the company which offered encrypted television services and data 
reception to business users through BSB's domestic TV receivers. This included The 


Computer Channel. naro 
Competition[edit] 


Sky's head start over BSB proved that the PAL system would give adequate picture 
quality, and that many viewers would be happy to watch Sky's more populist output as 
opposed to waiting for the promised quality programming pledged by BSB. Sky had 
launched its multi-channel service from studios at an industrial estate in Isleworth, West 
London with a 10-year lease on SES transponders for an estimated £50 million, without 
backup. BSB, on the other hand, would operate from more expansive headquarters 

at Marco Polo House in Battersea, south London with construction and launch of its own 
satellites costing an estimated £200 million. 


When BSB finally went on air in March 1990, 13 months after Sky, the company's 
technical problems were resolved and its programming was critically acclaimed. 
However its D-MAC receivers were more expensive than Sky's PAL equivalents and 
incompatible with them. Many potential customers compared the competition between 
the rival satellite companies to the format war between VHS and Betamax home video 
recorders, and chose to wait and see which company would win outright, in order to 
avoid buying potentially obsolete equipment. 


Mergerr[edit] 


Both BSB and Sky companies had begun to struggle with the burden of huge losses, 
rapidly increasing debts and ongoing startup costs. On 2 November 1990,22i3 a 50:50 
merger was announced to form a single company, formally British Sky 

Broadcasting (BSkyB), but marketed as Sky. 


Satellites/|edit] 


As the company focused on the Astra system, which was not subject to IBA regulation, 
the Marcopolo satellites were withdrawn and eventually sold (Marcopolo | in December 
1993 to NSAB of Sweden and Marcopolo Il in July 1992 to Telenor of Norway). Sky. 
News began broadcasting services to Scandinavia from the Thor satellites. 


NSAB operated Marcopolo I (as Sirius 1) until successfully sending it to a safe disposal 
orbit in 2003 as it reached the normal end of its operational life when fuel ran out. 
Marcopolo Il was operated (as Thor 1) until 2002 and disposed of successfully. 


After the merger BSB, DMAC receivers were sold off cheaply and some enthusiasts 
modified them to allow reception of D2MAC services available on other satellites. BSB 
receivers, Ferguson in particular, could be modified by replacing a microprocessor. 
Upgrade kits from companies such as Trac Satellite allowed re-tuning whilst other kits 
allowed fully working menu systems and decoding of 'soft' encrypted channels, 
although this required the receiver to have one of the later MAC chipsets. Some kits 
even included smart card readers and full D2MAC decoding capability. 


Locationsiedit] 


Marco Polo House 


The Marco Polo House headquarters were vacated, leading to redundancy for most BSB 
staff with only a few moving to work at Sky's HQ in Isleworth. The building was retained 
by the new company, and in 1993 became the home of shopping channel QVC when its 
UK channel launched. Broadcasting platform ITV Digital moved into part of the building 
as part of the settlement that saw Sky forced out of the original company. Marco Polo 
House was demolished in March 2014. 


Channelsrieait] 


Following the merger, BSkyB moved quickly to rationalise the combined channels it now 
owned: 


e The entertainment channel Galaxy was closed with its transponders handed over 
to Sky One. 

e The factual, lifestyle and arts channel Now was replaced in the most part with Sky. 
News, although as some arts programming was still to be shown, a short term opt- 
out service called Sky Arts was launched for broadcast on the Marco Polo 
transponders at weekends. 

e Music channel The Power Station remained on air until 8 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by Sky Movies. 

* Sports channel The Sports Channel remained on air until 20 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by a new channel called Sky Sports. 

e The Movie Channel remained on air until 1 November 1997. 


Technically, two BSB channels still exist, but cannot be rationalised. The Movie Channel 
kept its name until 1997, being briefly rebranded as "Sky Movies Screen 2", Sky Premier 
and then Sky Movies 2. The channel is now Sky Movies Showcase. The Sports Channel 


retained its name for a while, then was rebranded to Sky Sports on 20 April 1991, and 
rebranded to Sky Sports 1 in August 1996, when Sky Sports 3 was launched. 


Regulatory context[edit] 


A new TV transmission system, Multiplexed Analogue Components (MAC), was originally 
developed for high definition TV but European TV manufacturers developed patented 
variants and successfully lobbied regulators such that it was adopted by the EU as the 
standard for all direct broadcast satellites. 


This had the effect that the low-cost non-European TV manufacturers would not only 
have to pay royalties to the EU manufacturers but would also not have direct access to 
the technology, and hence would always be behind with new developments. 


In the UK, the Independent Broadcasting Authority developed a variant, D-MAC, which 
had marginal audio channel improvements, and insisted on its use by the satellite 
service to be licensed by itself. On the continent of Europe, satellite TV manufacturers 
standardised on another variant, D2-MAC, which used less bandwidth and was 
compatible with the extensive existing European cable systems. 


With the launch of BSB the IBA became a member of the secreticsenzeezea "MAC Club" of 
European organisations which owned patents on MAC variants and had a royalty sharing 
agreement for all TV and set top boxes sold. 


The IBA was not directed to be an "economic regulator", so the free market in lower 
power satellite bandwidth satellites (such as SES-ASTRA) leveraged the benefits of the 
existing lower cost PAL transmissions with pre-existing set-top box technology. The IBA 
was rendered helpless and Rupert Murdoch made a voluntary agreement to adhere to 
those Broadcasting Standards Commission rules relating to non-economic matters, such 
as the technology used. 


Ironically the past-deadline encryption system in the DMAC silicon chip technology was 
one primary reason for BSB having to merge with Sky, and hence the Far Eastern TV 
manufacturers had largely unfettered access to the market when MAC was dropped in 
favour of PAL. Sky launched with free-to-air PAL receivers, adding 

the VideoCrypt technology when the DMAC system was dropped and Sky. 

Sports and Sky Multichannels launched. 


Outcomesi[edit] 


BSB's shareholders and Murdoch's News International made huge profits on their 
investments, the 50:50 merged venture having an effective quasi-monopoly on UK 
satellite pay-TV. From a UK perspective, British Satellite Broadcasting's existence 
prevented 100% of these profits being made by News International, reducing Murdoch's 
ability to influence government policy. 


At one stage of the saga, News International was facing dismemberment at the hands of 
its bankers. 


Following the takeover of Sky by Comcast in October 2018, Murdoch was no longer 
involved in British television but retained his newspaper assets through News Corp. 


See also[edit] 


e Independent Broadcasting Authority 


e Sky Television plc 


e British Sky Broadcasting 


* Timeline of Sky Limited 
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For the current portfolio of digital channels owned by ITV plc, see ITV Digital Channels 
Ltd. 


ITV Digital plc 


Former Carlton Communications plc and Granada 
type plc joint venture 


Industry Media 


Fate Liquidated 


Predecess  ONdigital plc 


or 
Founded 15 January 1997; 22 years ago 
Defunct 18 October 2002; 17 years ago"! 


Headquart Marco Polo House, Battersea, London, 


ers United Kingdom 


Products Pay TV services and programming 


Historyledit] 


British Digital Broadcasting logo (1997-1998) 
See also: Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom § History 


On 31 January 1997, Carlton Television, Granada Television and satellite 

company British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB), together created British Digital Broadcasting 
(BDB) as a joint venture and applied to operate three digital terrestrial television (DTT) 
licences.2! They faced competition from a rival, Digital Television Network (DTN), a 
company created by cable operator CableTel (later known as NTL).2 On 25 June 1997, 
BDB won the auction and the Independent Television Commission (ITC) awarded the 
sole broadcast licence for DTT to the consortium. Then on 20 December 1997, the ITC 
awarded three pay-TV digital multiplex licences to BDB. 


That same year, however, the ITC forced BSkyB out of the consortium on competition 
grounds; this effectively placed Sky in direct competition with the new service as Sky 
would also launch its digital satellite service in 1998, although Sky was still required to 
provide key channels such as Sky Movies and Sky Sports to ONdigital.“ With Sky part of 
the consortium, ONdigital would have paid discounted rates to carry Sky's television 
channels. Instead, with its positioning as a competitor, Sky charged the full market rates 
for the channels, at an extra cost of around £60million a year to ONdigital.= On 28 July 
1998, BDB announced the service would be called ONdigital, and claimed it would be 
the biggest television brand launch in history.» The company would be based in Marco 
Polo House, now demolished, in Battersea, south London, which was previously the 
home of BSkyB's earlier rival, British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB). 


Six multiplexes were set up, with three of them allocated to the 

existing analogue broadcasters. The other three multiplexes were auctioned off. 
ONdigital was given one year from the award of the licence to launch the first DTT 
service. In addition to launching audio and video services, it also led the specification of 
an industry-wide advanced interactive engine, based on MHEG-5. This was an open 
standard that was used by all broadcasters on DTT. 


The launchieait] 
digital 


Of?) 


ONdigital logo from 1998 until 2001 


ONdigital was officially launched on 15 November 1998 amid a large public ceremony 
featuring celebrity Ulrika Jonsson and fireworks around the Crystal Palace transmitting 
station. Its competitor Sky Digital had already debuted on 1 October. The service 
launched with 12 primary channels, which included the new BBC 

Choice and ITV2 channels; a subscription package featuring channels such as Sky. 

One, Cartoon Network, E4, UKTV channels and many developed in-house by Carlton and 


Granada such as Carlton World; premium channels including Sky Sports 1, 2, 3, Sky 
Premier and Sky MovieMax; and the newly-launched FilmFour and MUTV.5Eonznz 


From the beginning, however, the service was quickly losing money. Supply problems 
with set-top boxes meant that the company missed Christmas sales. Meanwhile, 
aggressive marketing by BSkyB for Sky Digital made the ONdigital offer look 
unattractive. The new digital satellite service provided a dish, digibox, installation and 
around 200 channels for £159, a lower price than ONdigital at £199. ONdigital's 
subscription pricing had been set to compare with the older Sky analogue service of 20 
channels.23 |n 1999, digital cable services were launched by NTL, Telewest and Cable & 
Wireless.:4 


In February 1999, ITV secured the rights for UEFA Champions League football matches 
for four years, £3 which would partly be broadcast through ONdigital and two new sports 
channels on the platform, Champions ON 28 and Champions ON 99 (later renamed 
ONsport 1 and ONsport 2 when it secured the rights to ATP tennis games), the latter of 
which timeshared with Carlton Cinema.2s Throughout 1999, channels 

including MTV and British Eurosport launched on the platform.22 The exclusive Carlton 
Kids and Carlton World channels closed in 2000 to make way for 

two Discovery channels.22 


ONdigital reported in April 1999 that it had 110,000 subscribers. Sky Digital, however, 
had over 350,000 by this time.“ 


The first interactive digital service was launched in mid-1999, called ONgames. On 7 
March 2000, ONmail was launched which provided an interactive e-mail service.23 A 
deal with multiplex operator SDN led to the launch of pay-per-view service ONrequest 
on 1 May 2000. In June 2000, ONoffer was launched. On 18 September 2000, 

the internet TV service ONnet was launched. In March 2000 there were 673,000 
ONdigital customers.2u 


On 17 June 2000, ONdigital agreed to a major £315 million three-year deal with 
the Football League to broadcast 88 live Nationwide League and Worthington 
Cup matches from the 2001-02 season. 


Problemsrieait] 


ONdigital's growth slowed throughout 2000 and by the start of 2001, the number of 
subscribers stopped increasing; meanwhile, its competitor Sky Digital was still growing. 
The ONdigital management team hoped to obtain the upper hand by a series of free set 
top box promotions, initially at retailers such as Currys and Dixons, when ONdigital 
receiving equipment was purchased at the same time as a television set or similarly 
priced piece of equipment. These offers eventually became permanent, with the set-top 
box loaned to the customer at no charge for as long as they continued to subscribe to 
ONdigital. The offer was matched by Sky. ONdigital's churn rate, a measure of the 
number of subscribers leaving the service, reached 28% during 2001.23 


Additional problems for ONdigital were the choice of 64QAM broadcast mode, which 
when coupled with far weaker than expected broadcast power, meant that the signal 
was weak in many areas; complex pricing structure, comprising many menu options; a 
poor-quality subscriber management system (badly adapted from Canal+); a paper 
magazine TV guide whereas BSkyB had an electronic programme guide (EPG); 
insufficient technical customer services; and much signal piracy. While there was a 
limited return path provided via an in-built 2400 baud modem, there was no 
requirement, as there was with BSkyB, to connect the set-top box's modem to a phone 
line. 


Later problems occurred when ONdigital began to sell prepaid set-top boxes (under the 
name ONprepaid) from November 1999. This bundle sold in high street stores and 
supermarkets at a price that included - in theory - the set-top box on loan and the first 
year's subscription package.Z« These prepaid boxes amounted to 50% of sales in 
December 1999.23 Thousands of these packages were also sold at well below retail 
price on auction sites such as the then-popular QXL. As the call to activate the viewing 
card did not require any bank details, many ONdigital boxes which were technically on 
loan were at unverifiable addresses. This was later changed so a customer could not 
walk away with a box without ONdigital verifying their address. Many customers did not 
activate the viewing card at all, although where the viewer's address was known, 
ONdigital would write informing them that they must activate before a certain deadline. 


[citation needed) 


The ONdigital pay-per-view channels had been encrypted using a system 

- SECA MediaGuard - which had subsequently been cracked. ONdigital did not update 
this system, therefore it was possible to produce and sell counterfeit subscription cards 
which would give access to all the channels.Z& About 100,000 pirate cards were in 
circulation by 2002, and these played a role in the demise of the broadcaster that year. 
rz |n 2012, News Corporation, largest shareholder of Sky, was alleged to have leaked 
ITV Digital card codes on the internet (see section below). 


Rebranding([edit] 


Screenshot from one of ITV Digital's adverts, featuring Johnny Vegas and the "ITV Digital Monkey" 


In April 2001 it was said that ONdigital will be 'relaunched' to bring it closer to 
the ITV network and to better compete with Sky.z& On 11 July 2001 Carlton and Granada 
rebranded ONdigital as ITV Digital.2% 


Other services were also rebranded, such as ONnet to ITV Active.2% A re-branding 
campaign was launched to support the new naming, with customers being sent ITV 
Digital stickers to place over the existing ONdigital logos on their remote controls and 
set top boxes. The software running on the receivers was not changed though, and 
always displayed 'ON' on nearly every screen. A plan to change the onscreen software 
was planned along with a change to a stronger encryption system in Autumn 2002, [station 
needed] however this never happened due to ITV Digital's collapse by that time. 


The rebrand was not without controversy as SMG plc (owner of Scottish 

Television and Grampian Television), UTV and Channel Television all pointed out that 
the ITV brand did not belong solely to Carlton and Granada. SMG and UTV initially 
refused to carry the advertising campaign for ITV Digital and did not allow the ITV Sport 
Channel space on their multiplex, meaning that it was not available at launch in most of 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. The case was resolved in Scotland!” and the Channel 
Islands and later still in Northern Ireland, allowing the ITV Sport channel to launch in the 
non-Carlton and Granada regions, although it was never made available in the Channel 
Islands, where there was no DTT or cable,!'sseecea and it never appeared on Sky Digital. 


Later in 2001, ITV Sport Channel was announced. This would be a premium sport 
channel, and would broadcast English football games as per the company's deal with 
the Football League in 2000, as well as ATP tennis games and Champions League 
games previously covered by ONsport 1 and ONsport 2. The channel launched on 11 
August that year. 


Downfall [edit] 


By June 2001, it was clear to most that ONdigital had lost the fight against Sky and the 
cable operators. The service just passed 1 million subscribers by January, whereas Sky 
Digital had 5.7 million. Granada reported £69 million in losses in the first six months of 
2001, leading to some investors urging it to close or sell ONdigital/ITV Digital. ITV 
Digital was unable to make a deal to put ITV Sport Channel on Sky, which could have 
given the channel access to millions of Sky customers and generated income. The 
channel was only licensed to cable company NTL. Subscriptions for ONnet/ITV Active, its 
internet service, peaked at around 100,000 customers.5? ITV Digital had just 12% of the 
share of digital subscribers as of December 2001. [TV Digital and Granada were also 
forced to cut jobs that month.5s57 By 2002, the company was thought to be losing up to 
£1 million per day. 


In February 2002, Carlton and Granada said that ITV Digital needed an urgent 
"fundamental restructuring".22 The biggest cost the company faced was its three-year 
deal with the Football League, 22s which was already deemed too expensive by critics 
when agreed, as it was inferior to the top-flight Premiership coverage from Sky Sports. 
421 |t was reported on 21 March 2002 that ITV Digital had proposed paying only £50 
million for its remaining two years in the Football League deal, a cut of £129m. Chiefs 
from the League said that any reduction in the payment could threaten the existence of 
many football clubs, which had budgeted for large incomes from the television contract. 


Administrationrj(eadit] 


On 27 March 2002, ITV Digital was placed in administration as it was unable to pay the 
full sum to the Football League.™! Later, as chances of its survival remained bleak, the 
Football League sued Carlton and Granada, claiming that the firms had breached their 
contract in failing to deliver the guaranteed income. However on 1 August the league 
lost the case, with the judge ruling that it had "failed to extract sufficient written 
guarantees". The league then filed a negligence claim against its own lawyers for 
failing to press for a written guarantee at the time of the deal with ITV Digital. This time, 
in June 2006, it was awarded a paltry £4 in damages of the £150m it was seeking.'*9 In 
addition, its collapse put the government's ambition to switch-off analogue terrestrial 
signals by 2010 into doubt. 


Despite several interested parties, the administrators were unable to find a buyer for 
the company and effectively put it into liquidation on 26 April 2002.“ Most subscription 
channels stopped broadcasting on ITV Digital on 1 May 2002 at 7 am, with only free-to- 
air services continuing.“ The next day, ITV chief executive Stuart Prebble quit.5: On 5 
July, the Football League agreed to a £95 million four-year deal with Sky for 
broadcasting rights, which helped to offset the potential financial crisis at many football 
clubs. In all, 1,500 jobs were lost by ITV Digital's collapse.*? ITV Digital was eventually 
placed into liquidation on 18 October, leaving behind debts of £1.25 billion. 


Post-collapsereait] 


By 30 April 2002, the Independent Television Commission (ITC) had revoked ITV 
Digital's broadcasting licence and started looking for a buyer. A consortium made up of 
the BBC and Crown Castle submitted an application on 13 June,£2 later joined by BSkyB, 
and were awarded the licence on 4 July.© They launched the Freeview service on 30 
October 2002, offering 30 free-to-air TV channels and 20 free-to-air radio channels 
including several interactive channels such as BBC Red Button and Teletext, but no 
subscription or premium services.5* Those followed on 31 March 2004 when Top Up 

TV began broadcasting 11 pay TV channels in timeshared broadcast slots. 


From 10 December 2002, ITV Digital's liquidators started to ask customers to return 
their set top boxes or pay a £39.99 fee.5" Had this been successful, it could have 
threatened to undermine the fledgling Freeview service, since at the time most digital 
terrestrial receivers in households were ONdigital and ITV Digital legacy hardware. In 
January 2003, Carlton and Granada stepped in and paid £2.8m to the liquidators to 
allow the boxes to stay with their customers, because at the time the ITV companies 
received a discount on their broadcasting licence payments based on the number of 
homes they had converted to digital television. It was also likely done to avoid further 
negativity towards the two companies.5! 


During the time under administration, Carlton and Granada were in talks regarding a 
merger, which was eventually cleared in 2004.5% 


Effect on football clubs|edit] 
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ITV Digital's collapse significantly contributed to Bradford City F.C. being put into administration 


ITV Digital's collapse had a large effect on many football clubs. Bradford City F.C. was 
one of the affected, and its debt forced it into administration in May 2002. ‘cus 


Barnsley F.C. also entered administration in October 2002, despite the club making a 
profit for the twelve years prior to the collapse of ITV Digital.'*! Barnsley had budgeted 
on the basis that the money from the ITV Digital deal would be received, leaving a £2.5 
million shortfall in their accounts when the broadcaster collapsed. 


Clubs were forced to slash staff, and some players were forced to be sold as they were 
unable to pay them. Some clubs increased ticket prices for fans to offset the losses. 


The rights to show Football League matches were resold to Sky Sports for £95 million 
for the next four years compared to £315 million over three years from ITV Digital, 
leading to a reduction from £2 million per season to £700,000 in broadcasting revenue 
for First Division clubs. 


In total, fourteen Football League clubs were placed in administration within four years 
of the collapse of ITV Digital, compared to four in the four years before. 


News Corporation hacking allegations|edit] 


On 31 March 2002, French cable company Canal- accused Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corporation in the United States of extracting the UserROM code from 

its MediaGuard encryption cards and leaking it onto the internet.'*& Canal+ brought a 
lawsuit against News Corporation alleging that it, through its subsidiary NDS (which 
provides encryption technology for Sky and other TV services from Murdoch), had been 
working on breaking the MediaGuard smartcards used by Canal+, ITV Digital and other 
non-Murdoch-owned TV companies throughout Europe.'*zis! The action was later partially 
dropped after News Corporation agreed to buy Canal+'s struggling Italian 

operation Telepiu, a direct rival to a Murdoch-owned company in that country. sara 


Other legal action by EchoStar/NagraStar was being pursued as late as August 2005, 
accusing NDS of the same wrongdoing. In 2008, NDS was found to have broken piracy 
laws by hacking EchoStar Communications' smart card system, however only $1,500 in 
statutory damages was awarded.! 


Rupert Murdoch possibly used hacking to indirectly weaken ITV Digital 


On 26 March 2012, an investigation from BBC's Panorama found evidence that one of 
News Corporation's subsidiaries sabotaged ITV Digital. It found that NDS hacked 
ONdigital/ITV Digital smartcard data and leaked them through a pirate website under 
Murdoch's control - actions which enabled pirated cards to flood the market.'241 The 
accusations arose from emails obtained by the BBC, and an interview with Lee Gibling, 
the operator of a hacking website, who claimed he was paid up to £60,000 per year 
by Ray Adams, NDS's head of security. This would mean that Murdoch used computer 
hacking to directly undermine rival ITV Digital. Lawyers for News Corporation claimed 
that these accusations of illegal activities against a rival business are "false and 
libellous".22 In June 2013 the Metropolitan Police decided to look into these allegations 
following a request by Labour MP Tom Watson.” 


Marketing[edit] 


ITV Digital ran an advertising campaign involving the comedian Johnny Vegas as Al and 
a knitted monkey simply called Monkey, voiced by Ben Miller. A knitted replica of 
Monkey could be obtained by signing up to ITV Digital. Because the monkey could not 
be obtained without signing up to the service, a market for second-hand monkeys 


developed. At one time, original ITV Digital Monkeys were fetching several hundred 
pounds on eBay,”# and knitting patterns delivered by email were sold for several 
pounds. The campaign was created by the advertising agency Mother.” In August 
2002, following ITV Digital's collapse, Vegas claimed that he was owed money for the 
advertisements. |n early 2007, Monkey and Al reappeared in an advert for PG Tips tea, 
which at first included a reference to ITV Digital's downfall. 


Set top boxes[edit] 


ONdigital viewing card 


This is a list of ex-ITV and ONdigital set-top boxes. All boxes used similar software, with 
the design of the user interface common to all models. Top Up TV provided a small 
update in 2004 which upgraded minor technicalities with encryption services. 


e Nokia Mediamaster 9850T 

e Pace Micro Technology DTR-730, DTR-735 
e Philips DTX 6370, DTX 6371, DTX 6372 

e Pioneer DBR-T200, DBR-T210 

e Sony VTX-D500U 

e Toshiba DTB2000 


All these set top boxes (and some ONdigital-branded integrated TVs) become obsolete 
after the digital switchover, completed in 2012, as post-switchover broadcasts utilised a 
newer 8k modulation scheme with which this earlier equipment was not compatible. !station 


needed] 


iDTVs[edit] 


ONdigital and ITV Digital could also be received with an Integrated Digital 
Television (iDTV) receiver. They used a conditional-access module (CAM) with a smart 
card, plugged into a DVB Common Interface slot in the back of the set. 


Purchasers of iDTVs were given a substantially discounted price on using the ONdigital 
service, as there was no cost for a set-top box. 


Some of the original iDTVs needed firmware upgrades to work with the CAM. For 
example, Sony sent technicians out to homes to make the necessary updates free of 
charge. 


Carlton/Granada digital television channels[edit] 


Carlton and Granada (later ITV Digital Channels Ltd) created a selection of channels 
which formed some of the core content of channels available via the service, which 


were: 


Channel name 


Carlton Kids 


Carlton Select 


Carlton World 


First ONdigital 


ONsport 1 


ONsport 2 


Taste CFN 


Granada Breeze 


ITV Select 


ITV Sport 
Channel 


ITV Sport Extra 


34 


35 


34 


20 


99 


28/98 


35 


31 


50 


20 


99 


2000 


2000 


2000 


2000 


2001 


2001 


2001 


2002 


2002 


2002 


2002 


Reason/Notes 


Timeshared with Carlton World. Replaced by a timeshare of 


Timeshared with Carlton Kids. Replaced by a timeshare of. 


Originally known as Champions ON 99. Replaced by ITV Sport Chi 


Originally known as Champions ON 28, then Champions ON 98. Timesh 
Channel, ITV Sport Extra and ITV S 


Known as Carlton Food Network until 1 May 2001. Ti 


Known as Granada Good Life until 1 May 1998. Tim 


Known as ONrequest until 22 Aut 


ITV Sport Select 


2002 


2002 Joint venture between Granada and 
Wellbeing 2002 Joint venture between Granada and Boots. Re 


Carlton Cinema 2003 Timeshared with Champions ON 28/98, then tin 


2004 Known as Granada Plus until 1998, then G Plus until 20 


ITV News 
Channel 


2005 Known as ITN News Channel until after the c 


Men & Motors 2010 Known as Granada Men & Motors until 2001. Times 
ITV2 EN N/A Still broadcasting. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky UK 

e Top Up TV 
e Freeview 

e NDS Group 
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List of television stations in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This list of linear television stations in the United Kingdom refers to television in 
the United Kingdom which is available from digital terrestrial, satellite, cable, 
and IPTV providers, with an estimated more than 480 channels.” 


Multi-channel broadcasters[edit] 


British Broadcasting Corporation(edit] 


Channels from the British Broadcasting Corporation: 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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UKTV [edit] 


Channels from UKTV (Wholly owned by the BBC commercial subsidiary BBC Studios): 
List indicator(s) 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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ITV Network Limitedyjeait] 
Channels from ITV Network Limited (a joint venture between ITV plc & STV Group plc): 


List indicator(s) 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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Channel Four Television Corporation(edit] 


Channels from the Channel Four Television Corporation also including channels 

from The Box Plus Network a former joint-venture between Channel Four Television 
Corporation and Bauer Media Group which is now fully owned by Channel 4 Television 
Corporation with Kerrang, Kiss and Magic brandings under licence: 


? Subject to regional variation. 
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ViacomCBS International Media Networks Europeredit] 


Channels from ViacomCBS and its subsidiaries (For Sky's joint ventures Nickelodeon 
UK and Paramount UK Partnership, see below): 


e * Subject to regional variation. 
e Net available omEE TV ES available on EE TV. 
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Nickelodeon UK and Paramount UK Partnershipieadit] 


Nickelodeon UK and Paramount UK Partnership is a joint venture between Viacom 
International Media Networks Europe and Sky. 


List indicator(s) 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
e * Not available on EE TV. 
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Channels from Sky. For Sky's joint ventures Nickelodeon UK and Paramount UK 


Partnership, see above. For the sister network (through both being owned by Comcast) 
NBCUniversal see below: 


List indicator(s) 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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NBCUniversal International Networks[edit] 


Channels from NBCUniversal: 


List indicator(s) 


e œ Subject to regional variation. 
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Fox Networks Groupieait] 


Channels from Fox Networks Group (owned by the Walt Disney Company) and its joint 


ventures: 


List indicator(s) 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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The Walt Disney Company(edit] 


i 


Channels from The Walt Disney Company (For Disney's joint venture A&E Networks UK, 
see A&E Networks UK below) (For Fox networks under Disney's ownership, see Fox 
Networks Group above): 


List indicator(s) 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 


Own 
Ch 
udi Fre Fre TVCa 
an pare 
evi esa tchu 
nel nt ew"! t?! peo 
Na comp m 
me any 
june Entert | Total 
Walt x 
Sky ainme | Entert 
Disney . 
GOmban Kids nt 
D Extra 
y 
The 
Walt 
Disney Kids 
Compan 
y 
The Sky 
Walt Kids 
Disney T 
Compan HD 
y Pack 
The Sky | Full | Entert | Total Kids 
Walt Kids | Hous | ainme | Entert | pack 
Disney nt ainme 


Own Vi 
Ch 
en Fre |rre |S |5 | tal Plu TVP |tvca 
an pare k in kTa BT 
evi esa = um sne lay tchu 
nel nt y. T Ik TV? 
ew"! te! = IEEE t? er?! pu? 
Na comp : vs | Tvs 
me any l 
nt 


The Sky 
Walt Kids 

Disney + 
Compan HD 
y Pack 


The 
Walt 
Disney 
Compan 
y 


The 
Walt 
Disney 
Compan 


Entert 
ainme 
nt 
Extra 


Entert 


ainme 


The Sky 

Disne Walt Kids 
y XD | Disney + 
HD | Compan HD 

y Pack 


NEIEE EN a E 


A&E Networks UK [edit] 


Channels from A&E Networks UK (A joint venture between A&E Networks (Hearst 


Corporation/Walt Disney Television) 


and Sky): 


List indicator(s) 


e > Subject to regional variation 
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Discovery Networks Northern Europer[eait] 


Channels from Discovery Networks Northern Europe: 


e a Subject to regional 


variation. 
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Turner Broadcasting System Europeleait] 


Channels from Turner Broadcasting System Europe: 


? Subject to regional variation. 
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CBS AMC Networks UK Channels Partnershipriedit] 


Channels from the CBS AMC Networks UK Channels Partnership (a joint-venture 
between CBS Studios International and AMC Networks International Zone): 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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Sony Pictures Televisionjeait] 


Channels from Sony Pictures Television: 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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Channels from BT Group: 
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Information TV Ltdieait] 


Channels from Information TV Ltd: 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 


List indicator(s) 
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Regional broadcasters[edit] 


S4C Authority(edit] 
Channels from the S4C Authority: 


e œ Subject to regional variation. 


List indicator(s) 
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Northern Irish broadcastersieadit] 


Channels from Northern Irish TV Broadcasters: 


List indicator(s) 


e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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Local TV broadcastersieait] 
Other|edit] 
List indicator(s) 
e * Subject to regional variation. 
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Local Television Limited[edit] 
List indicator(s) 
© ° Subject to regional variation. — — — ^ — . 0 ^ A  —- 
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er Tm ae Freevi 
fv » TVs ew view 
Limited 
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That's TV[edit] 
Channels from local TV broadca 


sters: 
List indicator(s) 


? Subject to regional variation. 
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Single-channel and specialist broadcasters[edit] 


General [edit] 


e Subject to regional variation. 
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List indicator(s) 
e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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e œ- Subject to regional variation. 
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e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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NewsS(edit] 


List indicator(s) 


e Subject to regional variation. 
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e Subject to regional variation. 
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Own Vi 
er/ S € Tal B N 
Chann ces (29 ess |k |n |e | |== j2 |E |e 
el nt evi es ye = alk T sn w la tchu 
[2] [3] — [8] [9] [10] 
Name comp m at- 1 Ve Iv v e V er p 
any 1 = 
Zee 
Entertai TET Free 
nment -to- | Mix 
À al : 
Enterpri air 
ses 
Zee 
Entertai Free 
Manu 
nment = -to- 
Enterpri air 
ses 
: Free 
: India Manu 
Aaj Tak Today's al ee Free 


goy 
Nd 


-K xw 


ABP News 


Ltd. 


ea -to- 
Dhabi TV ; 
air 

Ahlebait Free 

Ahlebait TV Manu P 
TV Network al am 


Ahlulbayt | ^Plulba 
TV yt TV 
om Ltd. 

Akaal gue 

Channel Channel 

Ltd. 
Al 
Arabiya 
Al Arabiya | News 
Channel 
FZ-LLC 


Al Jazeera Al 
Arabic Jazeera 


Arabia 5100 
One nd 
Network 


Asia 


Gaines 


Pre 


Chann 
el 
Name 


-Kr mM 


Vi 
rg 
in 
T 
Ve 
1 


Tal |B 

kT T Plu o TVP TVCa 

alk T sn w lay tchu 

TV: V et? à B er? po 
6] Iri V 


Brit Asia 


Free 
ARY News ART Many -to- | Mix 
eere) al à 
air 
Free 
ARY Otv ARY Manu to: 
Group al i 
air 
ATN Channel MAAN Free 
HS ia S Plus 2 -to- 
sanga Ltd. air 
Pre 
B4U Sky ; 
iE i Hu E à EB 
m 
Free 
piu BAU Fue se [es | Us 
Music to-air i 
air 
Free 
Bangla TV -to- 


d 
= 

ms 

alg 
Uu 


Vision 
TV 


Network 


China 
Central 
Televisi 

on 


ERI 


-Kr mM 


Tal |B 

kT T Plu o TVP TVCa 

alk T sn w lay tchu 

TV: V et? aL er? po 
6] Iri V 


CCTV9 Do 
cumentar 


y 


China 
Central 
Televisi 

on 


IPTV 


. | Channel Manu 
air 
Channel Mant Free 
Channel S | S Global E -to- 
Ltd. air 
DM Free 
Digital d 
Televisi ai 
on Ltd. 
Free 
-to- 
air 
Free 
Channel -to- 
Ltd. air 
France 24 prange 
~ Enolish | Médias Mix 
Engish Monde 
Indepen 
dent vew Free 
Geo News | Media a -to- 
Corpora air 
tion 
Geo Tez | Indepen Manu | Free 
dent -to- 


Indepen 
dent 
Media 
Corpora 
tion 


Glory TV 
Ltd. 


Hellenic 
Televisi 
on Ltd. 


Intellivis 
ion 
Broadca 
st UK 
Ltd. 


R Es Tal |B N 
Chann "m in kT T Plu o TVP TVCa 
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Name Y Ww TV! V et* T: er?! pi? 
xu 6] Iri V 
Media 
Corpora al air 
tion 


Huda TV 
Huda TV | Channel| IPTV 
Free 
Hum Hum TV Manu -to- | Mix 
Europe al zn 
Channel MAR Free 
IORA TV S Plus T -to- 
Ltd. air 
IORA Channel Manu | Free 
Bangla S Plus -to- 


Moham 
med Ali 
Harrath 


Islam 
Channel 
Urdu 


Channel 
Urdu 


Madani Dawat- Manu "es 
eae j -to- 

Channel | e-Islami al : 
a air 
MATV Middles Manu | Free 
National ex al -to- 
Broadca air 

sting 
Corpora 


S 

Chann Fre k 
el x vin 
te! y* 

Name ECTS 1 


Al- 
Shirkatu 
| 
Islamiyy 
ah 
(Ahmadi 
yya) 


Vision 


AMT 


SCC 


air 
New 
Delhi ae 
Televisi m 
on Ltd. 
Nollywo Pre 
miu | Mix 
m 


Nollywoo od 
d Movies | Movies 
Ltd. 


A EIN Free 

Digital Ps 

Televisi à 

on Ltd. ai 

NTV Internati Manu | Free 

onal al -to- 

Televisi air 
on 

Channel 


Phoenix 
Chinese 
News and 
Entertain 
ment 
Channel 


PolskaPlu 
S 


PIG 
Punjabi 


PTV 
Global 


Phoenix 
Televisi 
on 


Vision 
TV 


Network 


PTC 
Network 


Pakistan 
Televisi 
on 
Corpora 


tion 


Rinne 


PTV Prime 


Pakistan 
Televisi 
on 
Corpora 
tion 


n 


Chann 
el 
Name 


er/ 
pare 
nt 


comp 
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-K xw 


Es Tal |B 
in kT T 
T alk T 
I lw lv 

Ul 
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Plu TVP TVCa 
sn lay tchu 
et? er?! p 


Safeer TV 


Sangat TV 


in 
A 
S 


Sino 


z 


Sareer 
TV 


Jaag 
Broadca 
sting 
Systems 
Ltd. 


Sangat 
TV Ltd. 


Legal 
Ltd. 


Futuvisi 
on 
Holding 
OY 


Manu 
| 


a 
Manu 
a 
Manu 
a 


j 


Takbeer 


cE 


TelelFran 
ce 


Takbeer 
TV Ltd. 


Vision 
TV 


Network 


ü 
1 
3 
F 
i 
i 
P 


Manu 
a 


EL] 


TV99 


East 
and 
West 
Entertai 
nment 


Free 
-to- 
air 


TV Record 
TV Record 
HD 


BIBEEBS 


Entertai 
nment 
Enterpri 
ses 


Asia 
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k TS |kr fI | Plu TVP |tvca 
Wn = alk T sn lay tchu 
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Zee 
Entertai 
nment 
Enterpri 
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Entertai 
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Enterpri 
ses 


Zee 
Entertai Free 
s Manu : 
Zing nment E -to- Mix Free 
Enterpri air 
ses 
Adultieait] 


List indicator(s) 


e >- Subject to regional variation. 
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Grandios Manu o. 
e TV al 


Escape Free- 
Channel ale to- 
Ltd. air 


Playboy 
Enterpri 
ses 


Playboy 
Enterpri 
ses 


Prem 
Prem 


Prem 
ium 


i 
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me any "ne i : 
Chat Manu Free- 
Storm | Central t 
Ltd. 
Ss (aa N e Pu Men id ne 
ed TV | TV Ltd. | to-air 
ew | view ew 
Square 
Babes | World ann Free- 
From | Commu t 
TV nication 
s Ltd. 


Girlfri 
ends 


Playboy 
Enterpri 
ses 


Playboy 
Enterpri 
ses 


O- 
air 

O0- 
air 

O- 
air 
jum 
jum 
Prem 
jum 


Prem 
jum 


Prem 
jum 
Prem 
jum 


i 
i 
D 
E 
y 


Playboy 
Enterpri 
ses 


Manu 
al 


M 
a 
m 
T 
BE 


nse NE NE A 


Owne Vi 
Ch r/ ER Tal B N 
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Na comp w" E i Iv E ts F rel po» 
me any 1 y 
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Ses view 
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Playboy Pay- 
Enterpri per- 
ses view 
Playboy Pay- 
Enterpri per- 
ses view 
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Enterpri per- 
ses view 
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66 3 i 
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See also[edit] 


e International BBC television channels 

e = List of television stations in Northern Ireland 

e List of former TV channels in the United Kingdom 
e = Lists of television channels 
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List of former TV channels in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a list of former TV channels in the United Kingdom. 


EPG numbers are displayed in the columns to the left under the relevant service names. 


Analoguel[edit] 
For former ITV franchise holders, see History of ITV. 


British Sky ; Owner/ 
AT Satellit Televisio arent Date 
pen e n/Sky i shutd Reason 
T i company at 
Broadca Multicha a own 
- the time 
sting nnels 
NIA Bristol Rediffusion 1975-03- | Bristol only. 
Channel BE z 
Wellingbor Wellingborough , 
ough Wellingboro 
bi ye bn Cablevisio Traders ugh onl 
~~~ | Television Relay g d 
NB S Ea Saree British Relay |1976-01-| Sheffield 
a Wireless 024 only.2! 
N/A N/A N/A Greenwich Greenwich c.1983 | Greenwich 
Cablevisio | Cablevision Ltd only. 
n Volunteer- 


Owner/ 
parent 
company at 
the time 


Reason 


run in later 
years. 


EMI and Radio 
Rentals 


19805 


Swindon 
only. 
Closed as 
staffed 
operation 
in 1980, 
continued 
volunteer 
run til 
present day 


Milton Keynes 
Development 
Corporation, Pos 
t Office 
Telecommunicati 
ons 


1979 


Milton 
Keynes 
only. 
Replaced 
with Cable 
Radio 
Milton 
Keynes. 


1981 


Bristol only. 
1 


ni 


Rediffusion, 
Visionhire, Pless 
ey, Rank 
Organisation 


1985-06- 
02 


Replaced 
with 
Mirrorvision 
gu 


Mirror Group 
Newspapers 


1986-04- 
01 


Merged 
with 
Premiere. 


Virgin Vision 


British Sky 
Satellit Televisio 
AT 
T e n/Sky 
= Broadca Multicha 
sting nnels 
N/A N/A N/A Andai 
Viewpoint 
Channel 
N/A N/A N/A 
/ / / 40 
N/A N/A N/A 
T.E.N. 
(The 
N/A N/A N/A Entertain 
ment 
Network) 
N/A N/A Mirrorvisio 
n 
N/A N/A Music Box 
N/A N/A Star 
Channel 


1987-01- 
30 


Replaced 


by Super 
Channel 


British 
Telecommunicati 


1987 


Merged 
with 


British Sky 
HERE s wner 
AT Satellit Televisio pieni Date 
e n/Sky p shutd Reason 
T : company at 
Broadca Multicha . own 
i the time 
sting nnels 


ons plc Premieres 


| | 


Maxwell 
Communications 
Corporation, Gol 

dcrest 
Films, HBO, Sho 
wtime 


N/A N/A Premiere 1989/07 


The Arts 
Channel 


Sky Television 


N/A N/A 
plc 


1989 


Replaced 
with Sky 
News. 


ES 1990-12- 


Transponde 
r space 
handed 

to Sky One 


1990-12- 


The Power 1991-04- 
Eu BSkyB 
Station y 
Replaced 
Th l 
= 1992-09-| with Sky 
Comedy BSkyB ; 
Movies 
Channel 
Gold. 


N/A N/A N/A Sky Arts BSkyB iiic 


N/A 


Transponde 
r space 
handed 
to Sky 
Movies. 


N/A 


N/A N/A N/A 


UJ o o o 


31 
Merged 
Screenspo WH 1993-03-|] . 
N/A N/A " Smith & | ESPN 01 with Eurosp 
uS ort. 
Astra 


N/A N/A Lifestyle | W H Smith 


m 
Ne) 
Ke] 
UJ 


transponde 


British Sky 
Satellit Televisio Analo Chann Owner/ Date 
AT parent 
e n/Sky gue el shutd Reason 
T : company at 
Broadca Multicha cable name : own 
5 the time 
sting nnels 
r5 
becomes 
Vox 
Astra 
Lifestyle transponde 
N/A N/A Satellite W H Smith 1993 r5 
Jukebox becomes 
Vox 
N/A N/A N/A Wire TV |Mirror Television 1995 Replaced 
by L!VE TV. 
The Financial 
N/A N/A N/A Identity E i» difficulties. 
Channel por 
Sold to Zee 
Entertainm 
ent 
N/A N/A N/A TV Asia Dolphin Group = Enterprises. 
Replaced 
with Zee 
TV. 
Sold to 
Carlton 
Communica 
tions. 
N/A N/A N/A SelecTV SelecTV plc 1997/02 
Replaced 
with 
Carlton 
Select.2u 
Granada Sky 
N/A N/A N/A e Broadcasting pea 
= (GSB) 
N/A N/A N/A Sky 2 BSkyB 1997-08- | Closed due 
31 to poor 
viewing 


British Sky 
HERE s wner 
Satellit Televisio Analo Chann Owner, Date 
AT parent 
e n/Sky gue el shutd Reason 
T : company at 
Broadca Multicha cable name . own 
à the time 
sting nnels 


figures. 
West Hemel 
N/A N/A N/A i 
/ / / Herts TV Telecential 1997 Hempstead 
only. 
CMT Sedos 1998-03- 
N/A N/A N/A Europe Entertainment 
Europe Company 
The United Artists 
N/A N/A Children's | Programming eae ee 
Channel Ltd 


2 


The 
N/A N/A Weather IWP 1998/04 
Channel 
Sky 1998-05- 
N/A N/A N/A Scottish BSkyB, SMG plc 


E 
- 


EEBEEEBHEIEREII 


WA WA WA Channel Associated 1998-09- London 
One Newspapers only.24 
Channel Associated 1998-09- I Bristol only. 
N/A N/A N/A 
f i : One West Newspapers 
N/A N/A NBC General Electric 1998 mE 
Europe 
1999-04- | Due to low 
N/A N/A N/A Sky Soap BSkyB ratings 
VA WA WA Swindon NTL 2000-06- | Swindon 
Cable only. 
Turner Replaced 
A A INT Broadcasting | 2000-07- | with Turner 
== System Europe 01 Classic 
(Time Warner) Movies. 


British Sky 
Satellit Televisio Analo Chann peel Date 
AT parent 
e n/Sky gue el shutd Reason 
T : company at 
Broadca Multicha cable name . own 
à the time 
sting nnels 
Lanarkshire 
; Thistle only. 
N/A N/A N/A at Technology 2001 Replaced 
Group Ltd By Thistle 
TV 
Local Bristol only. 
N/A N/A Tv Local | ' Broadcasting. . |a5ss« | Financial 
Bristol Group (Einstein difficulties. 
Channel plc) € 
ZDF, ORF, SRG 
N/A N/A N/A SSR idée 2002 
suisse, ARD 
Dundee 
N/A N/A ss hannah 2002 | Fi uid l 
uM Broadcasting Ltd rinancia 
Dundee difficulties. 
[15] 
Hertford 
Local and Ware 
N/A N/A Da Han 2095. | ony’ Fina 
Group (Einstein ncial 
Channel plc) difficulties. 
17 
N/A N/A N/A NIL ds NTL 2002 18 
N/A N/A N/A RIL RTL Group 2002 
Television 
N/A N/A N/A Prosiebensat.l 2002 
Media 
Taunton 
Taunton and 
N/A N/A 
N/A / / TV TV Local 2002 Wellingtoni 
only.23 


British Sky 
Satellit Televisio Analo Chann Owner/ Date 
AT parent 
e n/Sky gue el shutd Reason 
T : company at 
Broadca Multicha cable name . own 
à the time 
sting nnels 
N/A N/A N/A TV12 TV12 Itd 2002 Tigor 
Wight only. 
N/A N/A Eanbwdhi Fy Local 2003; |) ai 
Television only. 
Portsmouth 
[20] 
WA WA Portsmout | MyTV Network | 2004-03- Ba as 
h TV Limited 19 S 
administrat 
ion. 
Southampt 
on only. 
ais S Southamp MyTV Network 2004-03- Entered 
ton TV Limited 19 i 
administrat 
ion. 
Northants | Midlands Cable Northampt 
N/A N/A IV TV 2004 e 
Signal 
: Thistle 2005-05-| problems. 
s ji Thistle TV. Television Ltd 17 Lanarkshire 
only.2u 
Mirror Group | 1999-10-] Returned in 
N/A N/A N/A 
^ í á Newspapers 31 2003. 
Isle of 
Island Wight only. 
N/A N/A Solent TV Volunteers 200 1-09 Nationally 
24 . 
Group available 
on Sky.2z 
Hellenic Hellenic 2008-12- 
ve Du os TV Television Ltd 17 
N/A N/A N/A C9TV U C Business Ltd 2008 Coleraine, 
Derry and 
Limavady 


British Sky 
Satellit Televisio 
e n/Sky 
Broadca Multicha 
sting 


omen | Date 
P shutd Reason 
company at 
own 
the time 


Six TV on only. 

Broadcasting 2009/04 Failed to 

(Milestone secure a 
Group) guaranteed 


Oxford and 
Southampt 


digital 
channel.23! 


N/A N/A | Capital TV| Capital TV Ltd | 2009 aka 
only.24 
N/A EBS New Media 
NHK 
N/A N/A N/A Cosmomedia 
(Europe) Limited 
Northern Visions | 2012-10- Belfast 
ide Me ns Mie Limited 23 only. 
Digital[edit] 
Year(edit] 
2000| edit] 
Owner/ 
Telewe Channe parent Date 
Reason 
st | name company shutdown 
at the time 
Carlton Timeshared with 
N/A Carlton | communicatio | 2000-02-01 | Carton World. 
Kids nepie Replaced with 
P Discovery Kids. 
N/A Carlton Carlton Timeshared with 


World 


Communicatio 


| 2000-02-01 


Carlton Kids. 


Owner/ 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channe parent Date 
Reason 
T y L st I name company shutdown 
at the time 
Replaced with 
ns plc Discovery 
Wings. 
Closed due to 
N/A N/A N/A Don EE icati , 
35 / / / Select B a 2000/03 Timeshared with 
P Carlton Food 
Network. 
Games Replaced with 
45 N/A N/A N/A Channel 2000-06-08 ONGames 1 
Financial 
Channel difficulties 
N/A 688 N/A N/A 2000-07-23 resulting in loss 
East . 
of satellite 
uplink 
Digital 
AR 823 WA VA B4U>Direc| Broadcasting 2000-08-01 Financial 
t Company difficulties. 
& B4U 
| ONDigital 2000 . 
20 N/A N/A N/A Informatio ONDigital (Summer/Autu Replaced with 
ONView 
n mn) 
MBI Minaj 
N/A 698 N/A N/A MBI Broadcast 2000-12-06 
International 
2001[edit] 


BBC Choice 


Northern 
Ireland 


Channe 
| name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


at the time 


2001-03-31 


DT |Sk |NT |Telewe Date Reason 
T y L st shutdown 
N/A 966 N/A N/A 


Replaced by a 
digital version 
of BBC Two 


DT 
T 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk 
y 


Channe 
| name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdown 


Reason 


NT Telewe 
L st 


| /— h3— 3" — 


N/A 


N/A 


BBC Choice 
Scotland 


BBC Choice 


Wales 


BBC 
ME 


2001-03-31 


2001-03-31 


Replaced by a 
digital version 
of BBC Two 
Scotland. 


Replaced by BBC 


2W. 


SceneOne 


MTV Extra 


Flextech 


MTV Networks 


Europe 


2001/03 
2001-05-01 


Repositioned as 


a T-commerce hu 
b, (251 


Replaced with 


MTV Hits. 


N/A 


N/A 


ONOffer 


ONGames 
2 


ONdigital 


ONdigital 


2001 
(Spring/Summ 
er) 


2001 
(Spring/Summ 


er) 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


ONGames 


ONdigital 
Der 


2001-07-11 
2001-07-11 


Replaced with 
Two Way TV 


Replaced with 
Simply Shopping 
on Sky. 


U» Direct 
film 
previews 


U» Direct 


SMG plc 


Digital 
Broadcasting 
Company 


| Digita | 


2001-07-27 


2001-07-31 


2001-07-31 


Replaced with 
ITV2 and ITV 
Sport Channel. 
Scotland only. 


Went into 


liquidation.z2e 


Went into 


Owner/ 
DT NT Telewe Channe parent Date 
Reason 
T L st I| name company shutdown 
at the time 
Company 
: Digital : 
N/A Be Direct Broadcasting 2001-08-01 : went ue 
Sport liquidation. 2% 
Company 
Temporary 
Premium TV channel for 
N/A Lions TV 2001/08 the 2001 British 
(NTL) ; 
Lions tour to 
Australia. 
TA i Low audience 


ratings. 


Replaced with 
Life TV 


Whereits.at 
TV 


Taste CFN 


David Rose 2001-10-10 


Carlton 


Communicatio 


ns plc 


Financial 
difficulties.24 


Closed due to 
poor viewing 


figures. 


2001-11-30 


Granada 


& Boots Group 


2001-12-31 


2001-12-31 


2002|[edit] 


DT Sk 
T y 
N/A 


Owner/ 
Telewe Channel parent pete 
NTL shutdo Reason 
st name company at 
: wn 
the time 
Replaced with 
N/A UTV2 UTV Media 2002-01-22] ITV2. Northern 
Ireland only. 


N/A 


N/A 


Asia 1 TV 


Owner/ 
parent 
company at 


the time 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


Date 
shutdo 


2002-02-04 


Reason 


Telewe Channel 
st name 


Financial 


difficulties 2822) 


Lashkara TV 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


2002-02-04 


2002-02-06 


Financial 
difficulties. 281221 


Financial 
difficulties 28130) 


UC Lanka Ltd 


2002-02-21 


m 
= 
d 
NN 
pm] Gurjari 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


2002-02-22 


Financial 
difficulties. 2831 


CEE(i)TV 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


2002-02-22 


Financial 
difficulties 2831 


Anjuman TV 


Reminiscent TV 
Network 


2002-02-22 


Financial 
difficulties 28311 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A UC Lanka 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


Granada 


ITV Text + ITV Digital 2002/02 
Replaced with 
BBC 2002-03-02 | BBC Four and 
CBeebies. 


HIHEHEEEBEEBHE 


l = = 
ahop: & Littlewoods SUD UB 
Closed by ITV 
- Digital after 
N/A ITV Select 1 ITV Digital 2002-04-22 um 
going into 
administration 
Closed by ITV 
- Digital after 
N/A ITV Select 2 ITV Digital 2002-04-22 Sia 
going into 
administration 
ITV Select 3 ITV Digital 2002-04-22] Closed by ITV 
Digital after 


Owner/ Date 
DT Sk NTL Telewe Channel parent shütdo Reason 
T y st name company at 
: wn 
the time 
going into 
administration 
Closed by ITV 
js Digital after 
N/A N/A N/A ITV Select 4 ITV Digital 2002-04-22 inn 
going into 
administration 


Closed by ITV 
N/A NA [ITV Select5] ITV Digital —|2002-04-22| Digital after 
going into 
administration 
Granada Sky 
ao Broadcasting 2002-04-30 
DD (GSB) 
Tara Ee wound Mp Dy 
ae 2002-04-30] the High Court 
Television Pan-Europe : ‘ 
ae in April 2002. 
Communications 
Closed by ITV 
ay poe ITV Digital 2002/04 | Digital after 
Select going into 
administration. 
Closed by ITV 
NA | wA N/A Y SpoR ITV Digital 3005794. | DPi9tal aner 
Plus going into 
administration. 
Removed after 
N/A | WA N/A IY Digital ITV Digital  |2002-05.01| '"'Y Digital 
Preview ceased 
broadcasting. 


Removed after 


wa | NA wa | Ty Select | my pigital [2902.05.01 | "TV Digital 
ceased 


Previews 
broadcasting. 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A N/A 
N/A 


ITV Sport 
Channel 


Inspiration 
Network 


ITV Digital 


ITV Digital 


2002-05-12 


2002-06-01 


Owner/ 
Telewe Channel parent Date 
NTL shutdo Reason 
st name company at 
the time 
Removed after 
N/A wa | TV Select | iTv pigital [2002-05-o1} "TV Digital 
Information ceased 
broadcasting. 
Removed after 
ITV Digital 2002-05-01 ITV Digital 
Information ceased 


broadcasting. 


Removed after 
ITV Digital 
ceased 
broadcasting. 


Financial 
difficulties.22 


ITN Radio 
Bright Blue 


The Money 
Channel 


ITN 
e 


Adam Faith and 


Paul Killik 


2002-06-01 


2002-06-15 


2002/06 


Financial 
difficulties.23 


Financial 
difficulties. 


Einstein.tv 
TEAMtalk 
252 


Einstein Channel 
plc 


TEAMtalk Media 


Group plc 


2002-07-24 


2002-07-31 


Financial 
difficulties.25 


Financial 
difficulties.3e 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


Digital 
Classics TV 


N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 


T 


2002-08-08 


2002-09-02 


EHEEBEEEIHBEHEHE 


Financial 
difficulties.37 


UKTV (BBC 
Worldwide/Flexte 
ch) 


2002-09-30 


Replaced with 
UKTV History on 
30 October 
2002.59 


Management 


Owner/ Date 
DT Sk NTL Telewe Channel parent shutdo Reason 
T y st name company at 
the time 
Home Financial 
N/A N/A N/A Shopping 2002-10-01 difficulties. 
Europe 
i Maharajah 
N/A N/A N/A Sirasa TV m 2002-10-28 
Television 
Channel One Liverpool only. 
N/A N/A N/A po Liverpool Ltd 2003 Financial 
(DMGT) difficulties.“ 
WA F1 Digital+ Formula One 2002/12 Financial 


difficulties. 


Asianet 
Communications 
Limited 


Asianet 


BET Networks 
(Viacom) 


BET on Jazz 


2002 


2002 


E 


Carriage 
agreement not 


renewed. 


EEEBIEHEEHI 


a For Adults " 
N/A N/A Only 1 ITV Digital 2002 
For Adults T 
N/A N/A 
/ / Onily 2 ITV Digital 2002 
2003| edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent Bate 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company oni 
at the time 
N/A N/A N/A The Studio NTL 2003-01-01 Financial 
and Vivendi difficulties and 
Universal failed contract 
negotiations for 
carriage on Sky 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Owner/ 


Sk NT Telewe Channel parent Date 
shutdo 
y L st name company in 


at the time 


Reason 


The Racing 
Network 
International 


The Racing 
Channel 


2003-02-03 


Channel 
Health 


Financial 


difficulties 421431 


BBC Choice BBC 2003-02-09 


Replaced with BBC 
Three. 


Carlton Carlton 
sae Communicatio | 2003/03 
Select 

ns plc 


Chart Shop CSC Media 2003-03-12 
TV Group 


Closed due to poor 
viewing figures 
and the closure of 
ITV Digital. 
Timeshared with 
Carlton Food 
Network until 
2000. 


[44] 


Replaced with 
Video Vault. 


N/A N/A Shop USA 2003-03-18 


Carlton Carlton 

~=arton » Communicatio | 2003-03-31 
Cinema 

ER ns plc 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
failed contract 
negotiations for 
carriage on Sky.“4 


1 N/A N/A 


Simply Simply Media | 2003-04-14 
Music 


Poor viewing 
figures. Replaced 
with Simply 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


| — ÍA 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


Owner/ 
NT Telewe Channel parent 
L st name company 
at the time 


wn 
N/A N/A Spy | spMedia-|20035:04-14| "OO! viewing 
Nature figures. 
N/A N/A Simply | simply Media |2003-04-14| Poor viewing 
Einstein figures. 
N/A Magg Pelex with a 2003/04 im 
Book 
N/A N/A simply | simply Media |2003-05-01 Pityareial 
Nostalgia Py difficulties.» 
N/A Simply | simply Media |2003-05-01 Pneneyl 
Shop+ piy difficulties 
. : ; : Financial 
N/A Simply Asian} Simply Media | 2003-05-01 difficulties.“ 
Timeshared with 
FilmFour Channel Four FilmFour World 
N/A Television 2003-05-05 KU 
Extreme Corporation Replaced with 
P FilmFour Weekly.5e 
Timeshared with 
FilmFour channel Four FilmFour Extreme 
N/A Television 2003-05-05 EE 
World Corporation Replaced with 
P FilmFour Weekly.5e 
Automotive 
N/A Channel 2003/05 
Red Button Financial 
N/A -06- 
: Races 2003-00-98). E 
Financial 
N/A N/A P-Rock 2003-06-24 difficulties. 
N/A N/A ART Europe | Arab Radio and] 2003-06-25 Replaced with 


Television 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


NT 


Telewe 
st 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


EM 1 


Channel 
name 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


MBC. 


CSC Media 


Toons and 


Tunes Group 2003-06-26 | Replaced with Pop. 
Ceased 
broadcasting due 
Sky Movies to widescreen 
Premier 2003-06-03 content being 
Widescreen broadcast on all 


BSkyB 


UT NEM 


NTL 
Interactive 


E 


2003-07-24 


2003 
(Summer) 


other Sky Movies 
channels. 


Financial 
difficulties 24 


MHEG electronic 
programme guide, 
with listings for ITV 

Digital channels. 


Channel never 
launched due to 
CBM failing to 


N/A N/A N/A BM CBM Media | 2003-08-06 
meet the contract 
launch conditions. 
[52][53] 
Ekushey Licensing 
N/A N/A Ekushey TV |Television (Pvt) | 2003-09-01 problems in 
Ltd. Bangladesh.sa 
MBE (Major 
ied 2003-09-03 
Entertainme 


nt) 


Turner 
Broadcasting 
System Europe 
(Time Warner) 


aut ee UTD 


2003-09-08 


Replaced with 
Toonami. 


Owner/ Date 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company t 
at the time 
RHF 
wa | 774 | w^ N/A Edi [Productions Hd sso. 26 d 
(Northern & 
Shell) 
RHF 
NA | 775 | NA N/A Eroika s. |Freductians Ltd] 5993-40-16 
(Northern & 
Shell) 
RHF 
NA | 776 | wa N/A Eronikag |Peductions Eid sies qq 
(Northern & 
Shell) 
Replaced 
50 N/A N/A N/A FourText Intelfax 2003-12-16 | with Teletext on 4. 
[561 
Mobile Crazy Financial 
N/A N/A N/A -12- 
/ 691 / / TV 2003-12-24 difficulties dsl 
2004| edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company at 
: wn 
the time 
RHF Productions 
N/A P12 N/A N/A Erotika 2 Ltd (Northern & | 2004-02-02 
Shell) 
RHF Productions 
N/A TOIRE N/A N/A Erotika 3 Ltd (Northern & | 2004-02-02 
Shell) 
RHF Productions 
N/A ITL N/A N/A Erotika 1 Ltd (Northern & | 2004-03-01 
Shell) 


Owner/ 


DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company at 
the time 


Replaced with 
UKTV 
Documentary 
and UKTV 
Peoplesa 


N/A 2004-03-08 


UKTV (BBC 
UK Horizons | Worldwide/Flexte 
ch) 
: UKTV (BBC 
DIS Horizons Worldwide/Flexte 
+1 ch) 


N/A 2004-03-08 


DTT allocation 
bought by Top 


ra TV Travel Shop | 2004-04-16] Up TV. Sky EPG 
anop slot bought by 
iBuy. 
| TV Travel Sky EPG slot 
N/A Shop 2 TV Travel Shop | 2004-04-16 baught by IBuy; 
N/A soing My Travel plc 2004-05-06 Financial 
m = " t p 
Places TV difficulties. sa 


Removed in 
favour of 
national carriage 
of Century 
Digital. 
Gateshead 
regional 
headend only. 


Century Capital Radio 


N/A 
: Radio Group 


2004-06-29 


: Replaced with 
N/A Pop Plus |CSC Media Group | 2004-07-27 Tiny Pop: 
student Financial 
N/A N/A N/A Broadcast Campus Media _ | 2004-09-23 a : 
difficulties. 
Network 
N/A N/A N/A Bollywood | Reg Hot Eline: -|2004:00-23| LON Subseriuer 
Films numbers. & 


EHEBBFEBHIEHBHI 


N/A N/A N/A ART Movies | Arab Radio and | 2004-10-01| Low subscriber 


Owner/ Date 
DT NT Telewe Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T L st name company at 
: wn 
the time 
Television 
[62] 
Arab Radio and Low subscriber 
N/A N/A N/A ART Music Television 2004-10-01 
numbers, 
Network 


Arah agio dne Low subscriber 
N/A 22 N/A N/A MBC Television 2004-10-01 
numbers.! 
Network 
Arab Radio And Low subscriber 
Television 2004-10-01 
numbers. 
2 Sky EPG slot 
N/A iSports TV e 2004-10-06| ^ bought by 
P Channel 425. 


N/A 
Network 


Closed down by 
ITV plc and GSB 
as part of a deal 
to carry ITV3 on 
Sky. Replaced 
with ITV3. 


License revoked 
2004-11-19 by Ofcom. 


Auctionworld Ltd | 2004-11-19 


Granada Sky 
Broadcasting 


Factory Eagle Road P Replaced with 
s Outlet Studios Limited iR Gems TV. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
N/A Shop 2004-10-20 Express 
America À 
Shopping 
Channel. 


N/A 2004-11-01 


Auction 
World.tv 


N/A Auctionworld Ltd 


License revoked 
by Ofcom. 


N/A Chase-it.tv 


Owner/ Date 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company at 
: wn 
the time 


NA | 238 | NA N/A Bonanza 2004-12-06 | Replaced with 
Majestic TV. 
N/A 


Shop Smart 2004-12-11 License revoked 


N/A N/A 
i 656 : Television Ltd by Ofcom. 


Shop Smart 


2005| edit] 


Owner/ Date 
DT Sk NT Telewe Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T y L st name company wA 
at the time 
! | Eurosport Replaced with 
N/A ils 
/ 413 811 525 "mm TF1 Group 2005-01-10 Eurosnort 2. 
N/A 837 N/A N/A NSAT | 2005-02-04 
N/A 2H N/A N/A ACTV | 2005-02-14 
Top Up TV Replaced with 
N/A N/A p Up 
í ; Sampler Top Up Ty puse Xtraview. 


Bought by CSC 


UJ 
ao 
= 
= 
> 


TWC The Wrestling Media Group. 
N/A N/A N/A -03- 
Í iaa i : Re:Loaded | Channel Ltd. 2005-03-21 Replaced with 
Movies 333.8 
56 | wA | NA EE cV | rues. [2005.03:23|  BePlaced with 
Guide Teletext Cars 
na | 670 | N/A wa | Authentic 2005-04-03 
IV 
Eagle Road Replaced with 
N/A ; N/A N/A | -05- 
/ 663 / / Snatch It! Studios Limited 2005-05-12 Gems TV 2. 
N/A 793 N/A N/A SAB TV Sri Adhikari 2005/05 | Purchased by Sony 
Brothers Pictures 
Television Entertainment. Sky 
Network EPG slot given 


Limited to MATV National. 


N/A 


Channel 


name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


E 


Date 
shutdo 


—— 


mM 


2005-07-01 


Reason 


Replaced with The 
Soundtrack 


Channel. 


Boro TV 
Boro TV 
Te i 


NTL 


2005/07 


2005/07 


Teesside only. 
Teesside only. 


N/A 


N/A 


Xtraview 


Exchange & 


Mart TV 


Top Up TV 


EH 


2005-08-31 


2005-08-08 


Space revoked by 
Channel 4 to 


launch More 4. 


N/A 


N/A 


Big Blue 
Radio 


Trustar Global 
Media 


Chelsea F.C. 


2005-09-06 


2005-09-14 


Returned on 4 
October 2005 as 
You TV 2 Extra. 


| 


N/A 


Unlimited 
TV 


| 


Lebanese 
Broadcasting 


You TV 3 
Biz 


Corporation 


2005-09-30 


2005-10-01 


Replaced with The 
Audi Channel. 


Low subscriber 
numbers. 


2006|edit] 


Classics TV 


ITV News 
Channel 


2005-10-10 


coe ET 


2005-12-23 


Replaced with 
Dove Vision. 


Replaced with ITV4 
and CITV. 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


NTL:Telew 


est 


Owner/ 
parent 
company at 
the time 


TelSell 


Date 
shutdo 


2006-01-09 


Reason 


Channel 
name 
Tel Sell BV 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by Pitch 


TV Plus. 


The Storm GCap Media 


sit-up Ltd 


Matinee 


Movies 


2006-01-23 


2006-01-31 


Replaced with 
Chill .221 


Bought by 
Dolphin 
Broadcast 
Services Ltd. 
Replaced with 
Movies4Men. 


Bought by 
Dolphin 
; : Broadcast 
N/A z -01- 
/ Bad Movies sit-up Ltd 2006-01-31 Services Ltd. 
Replaced with 
ACTIONMAX. 
Game Replaced with 
N/A SER -02- : 
/ Network Cellcast Group | 2006-02-20 Babestation. 
Replaced with 
The Mix GCap Media 2006-02-20 |Fun Radio. Ex-NTL 
only. 
LIVE TV Mirror Group 2006-02-28 Replaced with 


Newspapers 


2006-03-01 


A 


Babeworld. 


Replaced with 
Bliss 


The Amp CSC Media Group 
Cartoon Turner 
Network +1 Broadcasting 


System Europe 
(Time Warner) 


2006-03-06 


Replaced with 
original version of 
Cartoon Network 

Too on 24 April 

2006 and then 
Cartoonito on 24 

May 2007. Was 
relaunched on 1 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk 
y 


NTL:Telew 
est 


NI 


Owner/ 


Channel parent 
name company at 
the time 


Date 
shutdo 


I 


Reason 


April 2014. 


N/A 


London TV Visit London 


Disney-ABC 
Television Group 


2006-03-14 


2006-03-16 


Replaced with 
Celebrity 
Shopping. 


Replaced with 


Disney Cinemagic 


E 


N/A 


UKTV (BBC 
URTV People: [au ddwide/Flexte 
+1 ch) 


2 


2006-05-06 


Replaced with 


006-04-18 | UKTV Drama +1 


on 2 May 2006. 


N/A 


Apple FM 


2006-05-25 


7. 


f 


PrimeTime Roger De Haan 


2006-06-02 


Ex-NTL only.@ 


Radio 
Quiz TV Quiz TV Limited 


2006-06-23 


f 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


YooPlay YooMedia 


Games 

Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


FilmFour 
Weekly 


2006-07-18 


2006-07-19 


Replaced with 
Virgin Radio. 


Ceased 
broadcasting 
when the 
subscription 
service ended. 
Ex-NTL only. 


One TV plc 


2006/07 


Financial 
difficulties.24 


One TV plc 


2006/07 


A 


Financial 
difficulties.zz Lice 
nse revoked by 
Ofcom.!2! 


MTV Networks 


2006-08-01 


Replaced with 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


NTL:Telew 
est 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company at 
the time 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


MTV Flux. 


N/A 


Treasures.tv 


Treasures TV 
Limited 


2006-08-17 


di 


Trouble 
Reload 


Flextech 


2006-09-09 


Replaced with 
Trouble +1. 


Replaced with 


Avago YooMedia 2006-10-04 Gala TV. 
Dolphin . 
th 
N/A ACTIONMAX Broadcast —|2005-10:09| Replaced wi 
: Movies4Men 2. 
Services Ltd 
N/A Virgin Radio SMG plc 2006/10 LT 
Party Classics 
N/A Vectone Urdu vecione media 2006-11-10 reo 
Limited 
N/A Vecioneone:| “SOE Meme i agni teo 
Limited 
N/A Vectone Tamil] Yectone Media |5556 11 10 (en 
Limited 
wA Vectone Vectone Media 2006-11-10 aii 
Bangla Limited 
Vectone Vectone Media 
N/A 21-13 [80] 
: Punjab Limited E 


Vectone 
Sinhla 


Vectone Media 
Limited 


2006-11-10 


[80] 


Vectone Two 


South Asia 


Vectone Media 
Limited 


Asia TV Ltd 


2006-11-10 


2006-11-11 


EEEEEEBBEHEHER 


Ex-Telewest only. 


NTL:Telew 


Date 
` p Reason 


Owner/ 
parent 


Channel 
company at 
the time 


Vectone 2U Vectone Media 
Limited 


2006-11- B 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


Channel 4 HD 


Crystal 
Palace only. 
Returned on 10 
December 2007. 


2006-11-30 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting 
(RTL Group) 


Five HD 


Crystal Palace 
2006-11-30] only. Returned on 
13 July 2010. 


Crystal Palace 
and ex-Telewest 
only. Returned on 
7 June 2008. 


2006-11-30 


Century 


Digital GMG Radio 


Station sold to 
GMG Radio, EPG 
slots retained 
by GCap 
Media and given 
to theJazz.1 


2006-12-14 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


William Hill 
plc & YooMedia 


Channel 854 


Television 
Look4Love Concepts 
Limited 


Look 4 Love 2 


Television 
Concepts 
Limited 


Owner/ 
Channel name parent 
company 
at the time 


License revoked 
SOT by Ofcom. 


2007/01 Went into 
liquidation. 
License revoked 


Channel name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


Price Busters TV 


MK Promotions | 2007-02-22 | 


N/A 
N/A 


Price Busters TV 2 


MK Promotions | 2007-02-22 | 


Discovery Wings 


Discovery 
Networks UK 


Replaced with 


2099902320 Discovery Turbo. 


Discovery Kids 


Adventure One 


Discovery 
Networks UK 


NGC-UK 
Partnership 
(National 
Geographic 
Society/Fox 
International 


Replaced with 
Discovery Turbo. 


2007-02-28 


2007-03-01 


Replaced with 
National 
Geographic Wild. 


N/A EeZee tv 


Channels) 
Replaced with 
N/A 7 
/ Top Up TV Promo TOP UPT j 202 UE| a atanta Sports 1. 
eeZee tv 
Limited 


Replaced with JML 
2007-03-03 Direct TV 


N/A Top Up TV Active 


2007-03-05 | 


Ww 
O 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
N/A ITV Pla 2007-03-13 tophoreca aud 
scandal. 
Ceased 
Rapture broadcasting on 
N/A -03- 
í gansi Lx. Television plc AUO T-0319 Sky following EPG 
fees dispute.24 
N/A EMAP 


3C | 2007-03-24 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Channel name 


N/A Teletext Cars 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Teletext Ltd. ux RE 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


N/A More 24 


NBC Universal 
Global 
Networks 


2007-04-02 


Replaced with 
Movies 24 +. 


N/A Red Hot Reality 


N/A 


The Dail 


uiz! 


Productions Ltd 
(Northern and 
Shell) 


RHF 
: Productions Ltd 
N/A -04- 
/ Red Hot Climax iNorthern and 2007-04-03 
Shell) 
RHF 


2007-04-03 


Big Game TV |2007-04-25 


The Great Big British 
Quiz 


PremPlus HD 


Toonami 


Play To Win TV | 2007-05-04 


Turner 
Broadcasting 
System Europe 
(Time Warner) 


BSkyB 2007-05-06 


2007-05-24 


dipigiiii" 


Hl 


Match rights 
transferred to 
Setanta Sports 

and ceased 
broadcasting. 
Replaced with 

Sky Sports HDX. 


Replaced with 
new version of 
Cartoon Network 
Too along with 
launch of 
Cartoonito. 


N/A Solent TV 


Island 
Volunteers 
Group 


2007-05-24 


[22] 


Sky Sports HDX 


| N/A 


| BSkyB 


2007-05-26 


Temporary 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Owner/ 
Virgi parent Date 
Channel name shutdo Reason 
n TV company Wn 
at the time 
Ti LS UON 
Replaced with JML 
N/A IBuy IAC/HSN 2007-05-28 Direct TV. 
Replaced with 
IBuy 2 IAC/HSN 2007-05-28 Shop Now TV. 
1 1 Optimistic 
Quiznation Entertainment 2007-05-31 EE 
Core Radio GCap Media |2007-07-03 | 
f ; 127 Returned on 3 
Chill GCap Media |2007-07-03 November 2008. 
Capital Disney GCap Media |2007-07-29 mEM 
Replaced by Gold 
Classic Gold GCap Media |2007-08-03 | after merger with 
Capital Gold. 
Replaced by Gold 
Capital Gold GCap Media |2007-08-03 | after merger with 
Classic Gold. 
Replaced with PIN 
Info Zone Virgin Media |2007-08-14| Protection Help. 
Ex-Telewest only. 
Ceased 
Life TV Life TV Media | 2007-08-20] broadcasting for 
Channel 4 +1. 
Ceased 
N/A Life 24 Life TV Media | 2007-08-20] broadcasting for 
Channel 4 +1. 
N/A Life Showcase TV Life TV Media | 2007-08-20 Ceased 
broadcasting for 


hl [wes |... lm [ome [ | 
Channel name P xd Reason 
company 
at the time 
poen] 4 +1. 
Greener 
BEN 2 Technology | 2007-08-28 
Limited 
Match rights 
transferred to 
PremPlus BSkyB 2007-09-11] Setanta Sports 
and ceased 
broadcasting. 
Match rights 
transferred to 
PremPlus 2 BSkyB 3603:95411| "Canta Sports 
and ceased 
broadcasting. Ex- 
NTL only. 
Dishes Be B ee 
ABC1 Television | 2007-09-26 | ' ?Y T 
Grou + on 30 October 
P 2007 on Sky. 
Channel was 
A ; relaunched and 
Ftn virgin Mega 2007-10-01 revamped as 
Television aoge 
Virgin 1 on 1 
October 2007. 
Channel was 
—- ; relaunched and 
Ftn +1 ea a 2007-10-01 revamped as 
Virgin 1 +1o0n1 
October 2007. 
Radio Music Shop Somethin' Else p] 10-05 
UKTV Bright Ideas UKTV (BBC niin RN 10-14| Timeshared with 
Worldwide/Virg Dave +1 and now 
in Media) Dave +1 uses 
UKTV Bright Ideas 


Channel name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


LT m 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


Discovery 
Networks UK 


2007-11-01 


Replaced with 
Discovery 
Knowledge.ts& 


Red Hot Wives 


Virgin Central 2 


Productions Ltd 
(Northern and 
Shell) 


Virgin Media 
Television 


2007-12-11 


; CSC Media Replaced with 
MinX Group 2007-11-22 NME TV. 
RHF 


Replaced with 
Red Hot Girl Girl 
on Sky. 


Replaced with 
VTV Music on 
Demand. 


Classic FM TV 


Legal TV 


GCap Media |2007-12-11 


TV Legal 
Limited 


2007-11-22 


2007-12-17 


Replaced with 
OMusic TV on 
Sky. 


Replaced with 
Red TV. 


= 


Jawad Siddiqui 


2007-12-21 


Financial 
difficulties. 


Replaced with JML 


N/A N/A Vector 24/7 Vector Direct | 2007-12-27 ; 
Choice. 
N/A N/A Shop Vector + Vector Direct | 2007-12-27 Replaced il mL 
Innovation. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A The Golf Channel JJB Sports 2007-12-31 bought by 
Setanta. 
N/A N/A Deal TV 2007 


| Deal TV Ltd 


2008/ edit] 


Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk Mg Channel parent Date 
T at in ame company shutdo Reason 
d TV at the wn 
time 
N/A N/A N/A Leonardo | Sitcom Group |2008-01-07| Ex-Telewest only. 
OBE TV's Sky EPG 
N/A N/A wa | OBETV «1| OBETVLtd [2008-01-08] let bought by 
DMAX, OBE TV 
moved to 204. 
Ostrich Ns 
N/A | QuizCall | Media (owned |2008-01-08 3 
à moving to Channel 
by iTouch) 5 
N/A I UBC Media |2008-01-11] Financial problems. 
Radio 
1 : Vinappris 
N/A Vinappris Limited 2008-01-11 
Sky EPG slot bought 
by 9X. 
N/A N/A N/A DD News Doordarshan |2008-01-22 ii Distributor 
entered liquidation. 
[92] 
MTV Networks Replaced with MTV 
N/A N/A MTV Flux Europe 2008-02-01 ONE +1. 
N/A N/A 2E IML Direct 2) ME Direct |oo93.02-07| Replaced with IML 
Limited Lifestyle. 
N/A N/A DE MLextra | Jt Direct |oo08-02-07| Replaced with JML 
Limited Solutions. 
N/A N/A N/A B4 CSC Media |5608.63 26 | Replaced with Flava. 
Group 
Virgin Radio 
N/A N/A SMG plc 2008-04-17 
Groove 
N/A N/A N/A Discovery Discovery (2008-04-21 Replaced with 
Channel Discovery Science 


[ 1I 1T T owner |] | |] | 
DT Frees Sk Virg Channel parent Pare 
T at in ame company en Reason 
y TV at the 
time 
RHF 
Red Hot Productions 
N/A N/A N/A Asians Léd (Northem 2008-04-22 
and Shell) 
Fox 
International Repl d with EX 
N/A N/A N/A FX +1 Channels |2008-04-28] “SP TS 
(News i 
Corporation) 
Sahara One 
Sahara Media and Sky EPG slot bought 
N/A N/A N/A 
: í i Filmy Entertainment apoE 0a es by SAB TV. 
Limited 
N/A N/A N/A POP +1 CSC Media |5508.05.19| Replaced with Kix. 
Group 
N/A N/A DE Flaunt+1 | So Meda |oo08-06-04| Replaced with Pop 
Group Girl +1. 
Temporary channel 
for Rave on Air 
N/A N/A N/A 
/ / / Ravensbourne | 2008-06-11 2008. Chislehurst 
only. 
; Capacity used for 
N/A N/A N/A Bliss +1 CSC Media 5008.06-11| AnimeCentral/Show 
Group 
case TV. 
Suddenly went off 
N/A N/A N/A Life One Life TV Media |2008-06-16| air. Replaced with 
Life. 
Price Crash TV Entered 
N/A N/A Price Crash Ltd 2008-06-17 administrationi 
N/A | N/A N/A DD India Doordarshan |2008-06-18| Sky EPG slot bought 


Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk virg Channel parent Bare 
T t in ame company shutdo Reason 
a y TV at the wn 
time 
by 9XM. 
ea Distributor 
entered liquidation. 
[92] 
Performance À 
N/A N/A N/A Eicom plc 2008-07-01 
Channel 
Channel Channel Entered liquidation. 
N/A N/A N/A -07- 
í í l Punjab [Punjab UK Lta. | 2008-07-09 szron 
Box 
Television (Ba 
ped Replaced 
1 N/A The Hits | Group/Channe |2008-08-15 nepa Er 
with 4Music. 
| Four 
Television 
Corporation) 
UA E WA AnimeCentr | CSC Media 2008-08-27 Replaced with 
al Group Showcase TV. 
RHF 
N/A N/A NA |Red Hot Raw| Productions | 5498.08.28 
Ltd (Northern 
and Shell) 
RHF 
Red Hot Productions 
N/A N/A N/A -08- 
: j : Viewers Ltd (Northern POUOSUDER 
and Shell) 
JML JML Direct Replaced with JML 
s is n Solutions Limited iid. CookShop. 
N/A N/A N/A Applause Canis Media |2008-09-08 Hepiaeed WIE 
Nigeria Movies. 
Performance Replaced with Rock 
N/A N/A N/A Mainetract Eicom plc 2008-09-10 on TV. 


| Mojo Radio 


| Bauer Radio 


Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk Mg Channel parent Dare 
T at in ame company shutdo Reason 
d TV at the wn 
time 
N/A N/A EE ^"erene55 | Canis Media |2008-09-15| Replaced with 
TV Ocean Finance. 
oy eee Replaced with 
N/A N/A N/A |UKTV Style 2| Worldwide/Vir | 2008-09-15 P 
A ; Watch. Sky only. 
gin Media) 
JML JML Direct Pen Replaced with JML 
Me ba is Innovation Limited 2008-09-23 BeautyShop. 
N/A N/A NA |Playboy One| _ Playboy | a008-10-01| Replaced with Pau! 
Enterprises Raymond TV. 
N/A N/A NA | Sky Arts +1 BskyB. | 2008-20220) "S P'aced with Sky 
Arts 2. 
N/A N/A TheJazz Global Radio |2008-11-03| Replaced with Chill. 
Portland : : 
N/A N/A N/A Pulse +1 i 2008-11-09| Replaced with HiTV. 
Interactive Ltd 
d Enterr10 
NA | NA wa | World Wide | Media UK 2908.11.19 ET 
Shop dm 
Limited 
CSC Media Sky EPG slot bought 
N/A N/A N/A -11- 
/ / / Scuzz +1 Group 2008-11-21 by NHK World TV. 
Pulse +30 Portland Sky EPG slot bought 
jas D his mins Interactive Ltd | 2208-11-24 by OBE TV. 
NA | NA wa | TheBaby | Simply Media [2008-11-24| Replaced with 
Channel Simply Movies. 
The 
N/A N/A N/A Business LITV Limited |2008-11-20| Went bankrupt. 
Channel 
N/A N/A 2008-11-30 


Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk Mg Channel parent Date 
T at in ame company shutdo Reason 
y TV at the wn 
time 


wa | wa | wa | TEeteton | Teletext Ltd. | 2008/117 | Replaced with 1-2-1 
4 Dating. 
N/A wa | Thetight [TEN Global Inc [2008.12.01 
Network 
N/A N/A N/A Red TV TV Legal |590g.12.9g| Replaced with Brit 
Limited Hits. 


N/A 


N/A wj  |?PortsXchan| SportsXchang [2005.15 17 [Financial difficulties. 
ge e plc 
Commercial and 
N/A N/A N/A Sky Venue BSkyB 2008 licensed premises 
only. 


2009|[edit] 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 


Subrung 
N/A Raaj Radio Broadcasting | 2009-01-07 rosy 
Ltd. 
e Replaced with 
N/A Nuts tv 9 | 2009-01-15 | CNN International 
System Europe f 
: on Freeview% 
(Time Warner) 


N/A 


N/A 
N/A 
Turner 
N/A N/A wa | Nutstv+1 | Broadcasting [3009-01-15 100 
System Europe 
(Time Warner) 


Discovery 
N/A N/A N/A Travel & 


Replaced with 
2009-01-20 Investigation 
Living +1 Discovery. 


Discovery 
Networks UK 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
- Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
Overseas ; 
N/A . -01- 
VA Wine TV Wine Network 2009-01-21 Technical 
E Inc. problem. 
Radio Tatris | Radio Tatras 
e International Int Ltd £909 arem 
Replaced with 
TV JML Direct JML Home & DIY. 
s Warehouse Limited 2009-02-02 | “Returned on 11 
September 2013. 
TV JML Direct Replaced with 
N/A -02- 
á Warehouse 2 Limited ZO e Shop Now TV. 
Virgin Media Replaced with 
foie Television: |^999 92-95 Living2 +1.2% 
Portland Replaced with 
is ab Interactive Ltd ARETA Dirty Talk. 
. Creative Financial 
N^ | Bubble Hits sinas Limited| 2009-02-13. aitricutties aoa 
Bubble Hits Creative Financial 
b ireland — Sounds Limited| ^999-02-13 | -aiticuities cii 
N/A Rock on TV Eicom plc 2009-02-16 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A PRL 24 PRL 24 Ltd 2009-03-01] bought by Asian 
Star Radio.2%! 
Travel Travel Channel Sky EPG slot 
N/A International |2009-03-02] bought by TCM 
Channel 2 
Ltd. UK. 
N/A JML JML Direct 2009-03-02 | Replaced with 


DT Frees 


=| 


E : 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ 


F.C./Setanta 


Sports/Input 


Virgi Channel parent pare 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
BeautyShop JML Lifestyle 
G2 Family 
N/A G2 Family Limited 2009-03-04 
Discovery , ; 
: Discovery Replaced with 
Real TIME | ebore UE [oo m Discovery Shed. 
Extra 
Arsenal 
Arsenal F.C./Setanta 
N/A -03- 
: Replay Sports/Input 2002-03-27 
Media 
Fox 
Real Estate International Sky EPG slot 
N/A wo Channels 2009-04-01 | bought by Chello 
— (News Zone. n% 
Corporation) 
Fox 
Real Estate International Sky EPG slot 
N/A TV +1 Channels 2009-04-01 | bought by Chello 
(News Zone. 
Corporation) 
Virgin Media Replaced with 
AOL Television ERR eee OL Living 42.505 
PrimeTime TV Replaced with 
NA Young@Heart Ltd 2009-04-01 Elite TV. 
Asian Star TV Legal 
pis Radio Limited [70970-03 
xot TV Legal Replaced with 
is Brit hits Limited — [2999-04-13] Sikh Channel um 
N/A AH TV Arsenal 2009-04-28 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 


I 


Reason 


NEN 


PPV Event Virgin Media 
Zee 
Jaagran 


Entertainment 
Enterprises 


2009-04-28 


2009-04-30 


Unavailable in 
some ex-NTL 
areas. 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
Punjjabi TV. 


Zee Gujarati 
Club Asia 


Zee 
Entertainment 
Enterprises 


Club Asia 


(London) Ltd. 


2009-05-01 


2009-05-08 


Poor viewing 
figures 401 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Netplay TV 


JJB Sports 


Netplay TV 
Broadcasting 
Limited 


TV Sports Shop 
Ltd. 


2009-05-13 


2009-05-15 


Replaced with 
Rocks & Co. on 
Freeview 


- 


UKTV 
Gardens 


Red Hot Just 
18 


UKTV (BBC 
Worldwide/Virg 
in Media) 


RHF 
Productions Ltd 
(Northern and 
Shell) 


2009-05-19 


2009-05-21 


Replaced with 
Really. 


Replaced with 
Viewers Wives. 


N/A 


N/A 


Zee Radio 


Simply 
Movies 


Zee 
Entertainment 
Enterprises 


Simply Media 
Ltd 


2009-06-01 


HIHIHEHEHHH 


2009-06-15 


Removed by Zee. 
[111] 


Focusing on 
programme 
production and 
distribution.“ 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Virgi Channel 
n TV name 
The Arrow 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Global Radio | 2009-06-22 


Reason 


Returned on 22 
April 2014. 


N/A Bedroom TV 


Telecoms TV |2009-06-22 


Setanta 
Sports News 


Virgin Media 
Television & |2009-06-23 
Setanta Sports 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 
administration. 


Setanta 
Sports 2 


Setanta Golf 


Celtic TV 


Rangers TV 


Setanta Sports | 2009-06-23 


Setanta Sports | 2009-06-23 


Setanta Sports | 2009-06-23 
Setanta Sports | 2009-06-23 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 
administration.“ 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 
administration. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by ESPN. 


113 


Ceased 


broadcasting due 

to Setanta Sports 
GB going into 

administration.“ 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 
administration.“ 


N/A Setanta 
Commercial 


Setanta Sports | 2009-06-23 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company wn 
at the time 
Onana Ceased 
N/A N/A N/A Live XXX Development | 2009-06-26 ; 
1 broadcasting. 
Foundation 
F . Replaced with 
Wedding TV | Wedding TV i 
N/A N/A BE Limited 2009-07-01 Wedding TV Asia. 
Temporary 
, channel for 
N/A N/A N/A BET HD Viacom 2009-07-04 the BET Awards 
2009.1 
N/A N/A N/A Tron Direct 2 Tron ae 2009-07-08 Ceased 
Limited broadcasting. 
Ceased 
Go Ape TV broadcasting. Sky 
N/A N/A N/A -07- 
: l : chat Back Limited ene? EPG slot given to 
Live 960. 
Digital 
Monte Carlo Television Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A N/A Production 2009-07-28] bought by LA 
TV 
Company Muscle TV. 
Limited 
Africa Ceased 
N/A N/A N/A AIT Movistar | Independent | 2009-07-28 ; 
mn broadcasting. 
Television 
Nickeipaeon Replaced with 
. UK (MTV : 
N/A N/A N/A Nicktoonsters Networks 2009-07-31 Nicktoons Replay: 
Europe/BSkyB) 
ee Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A N/A KBC 9 |2009-07-31| ^ bought by 


Corporation 
Limited 


Ahlebait TV 2122201 


DT 


N/A 


Frees 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk Virgi 
y n TV 


caret | bate 
P shutdo 
company 


at the time 


Volkswagen 


Reason 


Ceased 


broadcasting. 


Arsenal TV 


2009-08-01 
Group 
csc Media| 5009-08-03 
Group 


» 
pul 
lw 


2009-08-03 


Arsenal 


ECJInput | 5009-08-07 


Media/Setanta 
Sports 


Replaced with 
True 
Entertainment. 


Carriage 
agreement 
expired. Remains 
FTA on other 
satellites. 


Ceased 
broadcasting due 
to Setanta Sports 

GB going into 
administration.“ 


INX Network | 2009-08-11 


Merged 
with 9XM. Sky 
EPG slot bought 
by Ummah 
Channel.222 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Cellcast Group | 2009-08-20 


N/A 


N/A 


Racing Post |2009-08-24 


Ceased 
broadcasting. 


Replaced with 
JML Active 


N/A 


N/A 


atta EL ET TED 


Ceased 
broadcasting. 


Ceased 


broadcasting. 


N/A 


Just4Us 


JML Direct 
Limited 2009-09-04 
All 
Entertainment | 2009-09-15 
Limited 
Rapid Eye 
Motion Ltd. Sue ONES 
Just4Us TV 2009-09-22 
Limited 


Ceased 
broadcasting. Sky 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 


Europe 


with VIVA.4281 


Owner/ 
Qd Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
EPG slot bought 
by Climax3 - 3. 
Sky EPG slot 
Information pedgtitiby Quer 
N/A Information TV | 2009-10-01} Returned on 8 
TV 2 
February 2010 as 
Showcase. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A Skincity ae ag 2009-10-01 given to 
PrimeTime PPV. 
N/A IVE Television | 5999-10-02 n 
Internacional Espafiola 
N/A cupid ry [100° ~ 2009-10-05 
Ceased 
broadcasting due 
; to a technical 
NA | Punjjabi TV decens 2009-10-09 | problem. Sky EPG 
slot bought by 
Madani Channel. 
124][125 
wa | Hot Digital Fior Digital Ltd | 2009-10-13 
Radio 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A fe se AT Global Ltd | 2009-10-16] bought by Fast 
etwor TV vez 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A Filth Northern and | 5999-10-23| given to Red Hot 
Shell 
Mums. 
TMF MTV Networks 2009-10-26 Replaced 


102.5 Clyde Bauer Radio 


2009-10-29 


Ex-Telewest, 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
Channel parent pare 
shutdo Reason 
name company m 
at the time 
Uddingston 
L regional headend 
only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Hallam FM Bauer Radio [2009-10-29 | Barnsley regional 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Edinburgh and 
I Bauer Radio | 2009-10-29 Uddingston 
= regional 
headends only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Magic 999 Bauer Radio [2009-10-29 | Preston regional 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Metro Radio | Bauer Radio |2009-10-29| Gateshead 
regional headend 
only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Radio City | Bauer Radio |2009-10-29| Knowsley 
96.7 regional headend 
only. 
' Ex-Telewest, 
cS Bauer Radio [2009-10-29 | Barnsley regional 
Aire 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
97.4 Rock FM| Bauer Radio |2009-10-29| „Knowsley and 
Preston regional 
headends only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Edinburgh and 
Real Radio GMG Radio 2009-10-29 Uddingston 
regional 


headends only. 


Owner/ 
Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
name company "e 
at the time 


T at y 
Ex-Telewest, 
: . Gateshead 
N/A N/A N/A TFM Radio Bauer Radio |2009-10-29 f 
regional headend 
only. 
N/A N/A N/A 


Ex-Telewest, 
Magic 1152 | Bauer Radio |2009-10-29| Gateshead 
regional headend 
only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Bauer Radio |2009-10-29| . Edinburgh 
regional headend 
only. 

The Pulse of Ex-Telewest, 
West UTV Radio 2009-10-29 | Barnsley regional 

Yorkshire headend only. 
Space used for 
HD channels in 
302 BBC 2009-11-02| post-switchover 
areas. Returned 
on 25 July 2012. 
Space used for 
305 BBC E RE 1 an E m 
post-switchover 

areas. 
Gems Tv 3 | 995 TY YR | 5909-11-02 
Ltd. 

Sky EPG slot 
? TV Chello Zone |2009-11-09| given to Food 

Network. 
Sky EPG slot 
? TV +1 Chello Zone |2009-11-09| given to Food 
Network +1. 


Zone Reality | Chello Zone | 2009-11-16 Replaced 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk Virgi 


y n TV 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


NN 


Reason 


with CBS Reality. 


129 


Zone Reality 
+1 


Zone 
Romantica 


Chello Zone | 2009-11-16 
Chello Zone | 2009-11-16 


Replaced with 
CBS Reality +1. 


129 


Replaced 
with CBS Drama. 


129 


N/A 


N/A 


Zone Thriller 


Travel Deals 
Direct 


Radio City 
96.7 


Chello Zone | 2009-11-16 

Travel Channel 

International | 2009-11-30 
Ltd. 


Orion 
Media (Lloyds 
TSB 
Development 
Capital/Phil 
Riley) 


2009-11-30 


Replaced 
with CBS Action. 


129 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by Rocks 
ien 


Ex-Telewest, 
Perry Barr 
(Witton) and 
Wolverhampton 
regional 
headends only. 


96.4FM BRMB 


Orion Group 
(Lloyds TSB 
Development | 2009-11-30 
Capital/Phil 
Riley) 


Ex-Telewest, 
Perry Barr 
(Witton) and 
Wolverhampton 
regional 
headends only. 


; 
N/A 
N/A 


Teletext 
Casino 


Teletext Ltd. 


2009-12-01 


Open Access 


Open Access 
Group 


2009-12-03 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
Renault TV. 


Absolute 
Xtreme 


TIML Radio 
Limited 


2009-12-04 


Replaced 
with Absolute 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 


Owner/ 


Virgi Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
NENNEN Ds 
Ex-Telewest, 
Pulse FM 2009-12-07 | Basildon regional 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Heart Essex | Global Radio | 2009-12-07 | Basildon regional 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Heart Bristol | Global Radio |2009-12-07|.  ^7tec West 
regional headend 
only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Heart Aztec West 
Gloucestershi| Global Radio |2009-12-07 : 
E regional headend 
SE only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Brunel . Aztec West 
Classic Gaig | OPA Radio: | 2009-12-07 regional headend 
only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Heart Kent Global Radio | 2009-12-07 | Basildon regional 
headend only. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Red Dragon | Global Radio |2009-12-07| _ Aztec West 
EM regional headend 
only. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A Teletext Teletext Ltd. | 2009-12-10| given to Rabbit 
Holidays TV 
Chat. 
N/A Fun Kids | Folder Media |2009-12-16 NEN 
N/A 9XM 2009-12-24 Sky EPG slot 


| INX Network 


bought by Colors. 


Owner/ 


UK Asia Media 


DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 
|] pL l1 | | | * | 
N/A N/A 837 N/A Fast TV Fast TV Ltd | 2009-12-31 133) 
2010[edit] ———————— 
Owner/ Date 
DT Frees parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at company wn 
at the time 
Sky EPG slot 
Advanced 
N/A N/A -01- 
/ / Media Limited 2010-01-04 bought by 
Cream. 
um askys [2010-01-05 NEN 
N/A N/A oe BSkyB 2010-01-05 EE 
Movies 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A EE ua | rüendy Tv | | 55595 TV | 2010-01-06 | bought by Dirty 
Limited 
Talk. 
N/A NA | 963 | wa HBW TV dri ae 2010-01-07 EN 
i Ex-Telewest, 
N/A N/A N/A 930 BEC Lado BBC 2010-01-11] Barnsley regional 
Sheffield 
headend only. 
f Ex-Telewest, 
N/A N/A BEE Radia BBC 2010-01-11 | Barnsley regional 
Leeds 
headend only. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A 270 | NA SA Direct E M 2010-01-14| bought by 
EXC DET Takbeer TV.234 
N/A NA O0161| NA ILM Radio 2010-01-14 


NEN 


Frees 


Virgi 
n TV 


Owner/ 
Channel parent 
name company 


at the time 


Solutions Ltd 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


TopUp 
Anytime 4 


Top Up TV 


2010-01-19 


National 
Lottery Xtra 


Camelot Group 


2010-02-01 


mM 
uM 
EM 


N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 


wn 
Ex-Telewest, 
BBC Radio BBC 2010-02-04 Gateshead 
Newcastle regional headend 
only .{351 
Ex-Telewest, 
BBC Tees BBC 3p10spouga |. enna 
regional headend 
only {351 
. Satellite 
N/A a Entertainment | 2010-02-08 
es "- 
Limited 
N/A | Rabbit Chat | Teletext Ltd. | 2010-02-23 NEN 
Ideal Shopping Replaced with 
N/A Ideal World 2 Direct plc 2010-03-03 Ideal Extra tii 
Ideal Shopping Replaced with 
N/A 203- 
: LE Direct plc A010303 Ideal and More.23& 
Nigeria f : Replaced with 
N/A Movies Canis Media _ | 2010-03-05 FOBO Movies. 
Ex-Telewest, 
Perry Barr 
BBC Radio BBC 2010-03-07 (Witton) and 
Shropshire Wolverhampton 
regional 
headends only.232 
BBC WM BBC 2010-03-07 Ex-Telewest, 


Perry Barr 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
Qr ous Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
(Witton) and 
Wolverhampton 
regional 
headends only.232 
Nigerian 
N/A ma Television | 2010-03-09] Returned on 20 
International : June 2018. 
Authority 
Virgin Central] Virgin Media | 5910-03-11] Continues on 
Television demand. 
N/A OBE TV OBE TV Ltd [2010-03-12 | Returned on 22 
July 2010. 
. Replaced 
N/A Flaunt ass 2010-03-17| with Dance 
P Nation TV.2371 
: Ex-Telewest, 
rcu BBC 2010-03-18 | Basildon regional 
ncm headend only.22: 
Ex-Telewest, 
BBC Radio Aztec West 
Bristol Bet SORU aa regional headend 
only {351 
BBC Radio pm 
Gloucestershi BBC 2010-03-24 i 
em regional headend 
m only {351 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A  |Rockworld TV| Carnaby Media | 2010-03-29] bought by Lava. 
[138] 
; Ex-Telewest, 
— BBC 2010/03 | Preston regional 
ara are a headend only.2z: 
BBC Radio BBC 2010/03 Ex-Telewest, 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
Qr ous Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wh 
at the time 
Knowsley 
Merseyside regional headend 
only {351 
Men & ITV Digital Replaced 
Nakane Channels 2010-04-01 with ITV1 HDn 
T Ltd (ITV plc) T 
Merged with GOD 
Channel. Sky EPG 
The Angel ———— 
GOD Europe Foundation 2010-04-01] slot bought by 
Revelation TV.4421 
[141] 
F Programmes 
N/A Genesis E T 2010-04-08 moved to 
Revelation TV. 
The Misi Sky EPG slot 
N/A Unexplained RPA 2010-04-21 bought by 
Pictures 
Channel Showcase. 
Sky EPG slot 
NA Thomas Cook] Thomas Cook 2010-05-01 bought by 
TV. TV Ltd. Jewellery Maker. 
[142] 
: Sky EPG slot 
N/A Eod S 2010-05-12 | bought by Tease 
EE P Me TV 2. 
N/A Baby First TV | BFTV Limited | 2010-05-18 
Merged 
N/A Rural TV Non 2010-06-02| with Horse & 
Country TV.242) 
: Shopping TV 
N/A Shopping TV UK Ltd 2010-06-04 
N/A FOBO Movies | Canis 103 Ltd | 2010-06-07 


Owner/ 
Channel parent pare 
shutdo Reason 
name company m 
at the time 
Sky EPG slot 
Tease Me 2 s 2010-06-09| ^ bought by 
ChatGirl TV2. 
; Sky EPG slot 
ae 2010-06-21] bought by 
Absolute 90s. 
Ceased 
broadcasting due 
BSkyB 2010-06-24} to competition 
from the internet. 
[144] 
Failed to reach an 
Music Choice Music Choice 2010-06-30 agreement with 
~~ Europe Ltd. Sky over carriage 
fees, 4451 
f Inview Carriage 
E cx Interactive 2010-06-29 agreement 
= Limited expired. 
Failed to reach an 
Music Choice | Music Choice agreement with 
Extra Europe Ltd. 2910-090 Sky over carriage 
fees, "451 
Carriage 
2010-06-30 agreement 
ended. 


Replaced 
with Living 
Loves on 5 July 
2010.24 


N/A N/A 


N/A N/A Ignition Radio 


Sky Travel 


TV News 2 | Cellcast Group 


Virgin Media 


a 2010-07-01 
Television 


Living +2 


: N/A N/A N/A TV News Cellcast Group | 2010-07-01 Carriage 
agreement 


ended. Returned 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


id 


on 27 October 


Sky Box 
Office 


Fashion TV 


BSkyB 


mE 
bd 


Michel Adam 


Lisowski 


2010-07-01 


2010-07-02 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Channel TBC 


JML Choice 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting 
(RTL Group) 


JML Direct Ltd. 


2010-07-13 


2010-07-17 


Replaced with 
Five HD. 


Returned on 19 
July 2010. 


JML 
CookShop + 


EEHPERE! 


z 
pe 


JML Direct Ltd. 


World 
Evangelism 


Bible Church 


2010-07-19 


2010-08-01 


Sky EPG slot 
given to JML 
Choice. 


Real Madrid 


Real Madrid 


4 


F.C. 


2010-08-05 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


ER ME 2010-08-05 | Manchester only. 
o DERE mee poem omg 
N/A eons 2010-08-19 pee 


BSkyB 


HEEREREEREEE 


Sky Real 


BSkyB 


2010-08-19 


Focusing on Sky1 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


Owner/ 


Virgi Channel parent pare 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wn 
at the time 
Lives 2 mM and Sky2. 248! 
oa Budget 
Teachers TV 9 2010-08-31 | cuts/focussing on 
Management : : 
Nue online service.“ 
Limited 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A JML Lifestyle | JML Direct Ltd. | 2010-09-01 | bought by Sangat 
TV. 
Open Access E SE 
NA | OMusic TV | “P 2010-09-01| ^ bought by 
Channels . 
Vintage TV. 
Controversial . Returned on 1 
N/A Tv Edge Media _ | 2010-09-08 November 2010. 
Still trading 
Datel Holdings online only. Sky 
N/A Max TV Ltd 2010-09-16 EPG slot bought 
by Olive TV. 
Sky EPG slot 
Open Access | Open Access bought by 
ids 2 Group 2010-09-21) formation TV 
+1. 
Smart TV Sky EPG slot 
N/A Casino TV Broadcasting | 2010-09-27 bought by 
Limited Jackpot Games. 
: World Sky EPG slot 
N/A dst e Evangelism .12010-10-01| bought by Sikh 
Bible Church TV, sil 
N/A Elite eye |aetoao.gi)| Perec We 
Enterprises n Naughty. 
N/A Gems TV 2 | The Colourful | 2010-10-08 Began 
Company simulcasting 
Group Limited Gems TV 1 in 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Owner/ 
parent 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


Channel 
name company 
at the time 


January 2010. 
Replaced with 


Gem Collector. 


Aastha 


Sky EPG slot 


Broadcasting bought by Disha. 
—— Network (UK) See un Returned on 1 
Ltd. January 2011. 


JML Active 
Bilberry TV QVC 


TopUp 
Anytime 2 


Sky EPG slot 


JML Direct Ltd. | 2010-10-18 | bought by Rocks 
& Co 1. 


2010-10-25 


Top Up TV | 2010-11-09 


Replaced with 
QVC Beauty. 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Galaxy 
Yorkshire 


Heart West 
Midlands 


Disha 
Education 
Trust 


Global Radio | 2010-11-15 
Global Radio | 2010-11-15 


2010-11-10 2 


Replaced with 
LBC News 1152 
on television 
platforms. 


West Midlands 
only. Replaced 
with Heart 
London. 


N/A 


N/A 


Tease Me 


Tease Me 3 


Bang Channels 2010-11-19 
Limited 


Bang Channels 2010-11-19 
Limited 


License revoked 
by Ofcom.2=4! 


License revoked 
by Ofcom.2=4! 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
at the time 
Bang Media 
N/A N/A TMTV (London) 
Limited 
D 


License revoked 


2010-11-19 by Ofcom.a 


Sky EPG slot 
NA | N/A NA [Showcase 4.1 | Mormation TV [2010-11-23 | bousht by WTF. 
Limited Returned on 1 
December 2011. 
Kashmiri 
N/A N/A N/A BN Broadcasting 
Corporation 
N/A N/A N/A VOT Radio | VOT Radio Ltd | 2010-11-26 
Shorts 
N/A N/A N/A Shorts TV International 
Ltd. 
Up & Coming 
N/A N/A N/A 
Satellite 
N/A N/A N/A LivexxxBabes| Entertainment 
Limited 


N/A NA | NA NE eee 2010-12-06 

Ern Ed 

N/A ya, | Wedding TV | Wedding TV | 5010-12-14 
Asia Limited 

N/A N/A NA | Bangla TV pesa 2010/12 


Sky Retail BSkyB 2010 


License revoked 


2010-11-23 by Ofcom as 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by RCR. 


2010-11-29 


Returned on 18 


EE January 2011. 


Returned on 13 


PUER January 2011. 


N/A N/A N/A 


il 


156 


Returned on 17 


June 2011.253 


TERI BEER | 


Commercial 


N/A N/A N/A : 
premises only. 


Info 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 
Areas which were 
N/A N/A N/A TV Smat Yirg tieda 2010 [eco 
Card Help new smart 
cards only. 
2011{ edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk virg Channel parent Dare 
T m in name company shutdo Reason 
y TV at the wn 
time 
Closed because 
it served a 
similar 
ving pU demographic to 
N/A N/A Living Cy -01- ; 
! / Bravo Group (BSkyB) 2011-01-01 Sky1, without 
Sroup the same 
audience reach 
or prestige.“ 
[159] 
Closed because 
it served a 
similar 
" demographic to 
Living TV 
N/A N/A -01- ; 
/ / Bravo +1 Group (BSkyB) 2011-01-01| Sky1, without 
the same 
audience reach 
or prestige.“ 
[159] 
Closed because 
it served a 
similar 
-- demographic to 
Living TV 
N/A N/A -01- ; 
/ / Bravo 2 Group (BSkyB) 2011-01-01| Sky1, without 
the same 
audience reach 
or prestige.“ 
[159] 
N/A N/A Challenge Jackpot Living TV 2011-01-01| Sky EPG slot 


DT 


Owner/ 
Frees Channel parem Date 
company shutdo Reason 
at name 
at the wn 
time 
bought by 
Group (BSkyB) Aastha TV. 
Merged 
with Gem 
The Colourful Collector. Sky 
Rocks TV Company 2011-01-01|EPG slot bought 
Group Ltd. by 
RetailTherapytv 
ITV Digital 
ITV Preview 1 Channels Ltd [2011-01-31 
(ITV plc) 


Channel One 


BSkyB 


2011-02-01 


Channel One +1 


BSkyB 


2011-02-01 


repositioned as 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


alt Yule 


an 
N/A usse [REESE Iogracgaugi | ee 
Europe channel. 
Replaced 
with MTV 
Music. 
Returned on 10 
N/A i5. 
/ OBE TV OBE TV Ltd |2011-02-14 March 2011. 
| Soft Poor listening 
N/A Gaydar Radio | : 
/ Gaydar Radio Éatisultii 2011-02-18 figures. nes 
Thane 
ue Stop + Shop | International [2011-02-22 


Inc. 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


|I 1I LI LP pP ^ rPLoweu |] | |] | 
Virg Channel parent Date 
in hame company shutdo Reason 
TV at the wn 
time 
Hoppr License 
N/A Live 960 Entertainment |2011-03-03ļ| revoked by 
Limited Ofcom, 24! 
RHF 
N/A Cream Productions |o1azosaa| ^ e medan 12 
June 2012. 
Ltd 
. Returned on 5 
N/A Sky Insider HD BSkyB 2011-03-30 May 2011. 
Luxury 
N/A Luxury Life HD | Broadcasting [2011-03-31 
Limited 
N/A Gala TV Gala Coral 2011-04-01 n 
Group 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A Film 24 Wicked Tv  |2011-04-o4|P9ught by Sony 
Entertainment 
Television.“ 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by Sony 
NA | Open Access 3 a 2011-04-04] Entertainment 
Television +1. 
[167] 
Sky EPG slot 
Jungle.uk.com 
N/A Shopon v  |/Un9le.uk.com |3011-04-06|_ bought by 
Ltd. PaversShoes.tv. 
[168] 
N/A Rush HD Rainbow — 5511.04.97 
Media 
RHF 
Productions Replaced with 
Gay IV Ltd (Northern 2011-05-07 sr Ton Sky. 


and Shell) 


I 1I 1 1I |] o  Toweu |] | | ] 
DT Frees Sk Virg Channel paren: Dare 
T at in hame company pa Reason 
y TV at the 
time 
Manchester 
only. Removed 
to provide 
MANCHESTERLOV Guardian bandwidth 
20s Ms Ds ps E Media Group T for Movies4Men 
to launch in 
Manchester 
only. 
; Up & Coming Returned on 3 
N/A N/A 843 N/A UCTV TV Ltd 2011-04-30 June 2011. 
TA N/A 682 N/A Entrepreneur Entrepreneur 2011-05-18 
Channel Channel plc 
d N/A NA | wA 45 2011-05.18| favecte 
launch. 
Sky EPG slot 
; bought by 
N/A wa MEME wa | Jackpot Games | CO Media TV |2511.05.19|  SonLife 
Limited : 
Broadcasting 
Network. 
Removed in 
8 N/A N/A N/A TeleG E BY 2011-05-23| favour of BBC 
P Alba.: 
90 N/A N/A N/A TV News Cellcast Group |2011-05-31 
Broadcastin aky EPa Slot 
N/A N/A 931 | wa Hustler TV UK MU kd 9 |2011-06-01| bought by 
' xxXpanded TV. 
Broadcastin SEM 
N/A wa | 933 | w^ | Girls Gone Wild 9 /2011-06-01] bought by Flirt 
(Gaia) Ltd. 
TV 2. 
N/A N/A 934 N/A Amateur Babes | Broadcasting |2011-06-01| Sky EPG slot 


(Gaia) Ltd. 


bought by Gay 


i 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Virg 


N/A 


Owner/ 


parent Date 
Channel 
company shutdo Reason 
name 
at the wn 
time 
Temporary 
channel for 
the 2011 


Eurosport 3D 


JML Choice 


Mobilizer 


Red Hot 40+ 


Amar Radio 


Ahlebait TV 
Sikh TV 
OBE TV 


NHK World 


2011-06-06 


JML Direct Ltd. [2011-06-15 


Teletext Ltd. |2011-07-11 


RHF 


TF1 Group 


Productions 


Ltd (Northern ZOOM 


and Shell) 


Ahlebait TV 
Network Ltd 


2011-09-01 


Sikh Media 
Limited 


2011-09-02 


OBE TV Ltd 2011-09-12 


NHK 2011-10-01 


HHHEHEH 


French Open. 
n: Returned on 


27 May 2012. 


Freesat and 

Sky EPG slots 
given to JML 
Cookshop. 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
Holiday+Cruise 


Returned on 12 
December 
2011. 


Returned on 19 
October 2011. 


Decided to 
broadcast in 
HD only to 
reduce costs.24 
2721 Sky EPG slot 
given to NHK 
World HD. 


|I 1I LI LP pP ^ rPLoweu |] | |] | 
DT Frees Sk Virg Channel paren: Dare 
T at in hame company pa Reason 
y TV at the 
time 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A NA | 797 | na South For You a 2011-10-10| bought by UMP 
Movies mu 
Forenzquick aky EPG Slat 
N/A NA | 885 | na | WatchmeTV.TV d 2011-10-12] bought by 
UK Limited SE 
Psychic Line. 
Sky EPG slot 
Satellite bought by Red 
N/A N/A N/A LivexxxBabes  |Entertainment |2011-10-12 Light 4. 
Limited Returned on 13 
March 2012. 
Babeworld TV License 
N/A N/A N/A Babeworld.tv ok 2011-10-22] revoked by 
Limited 
Ofcom .22 
House of Fun License 
N/A N/A 949 N/A House of Fun Television |2011-10-22] revoked by 
Limited Ofcom .22 
Forenzquick pores 
N/A N/A 952 N/A The Other Side l q 2011-10-22| revoked by 
UK Limited 
Ofcom .2 
Continued to 
broadcast off 
N/A N/A 220 N/A OBE TV OBE TV Ltd |2011-10-28| the EPG until 
17 November 
2011. 
Replaced with 
PBS UK.2 Sky 
EPG slot given 
N/A NA | 231 | wa Rosa PBS UKLLC |2011-11-01| 9 Information 
TV in part 
exchange for 
the channel 
166 slot. 
N/A N/A 277 | NA | DivaTv+1 | TV +1 Universal 2011-11-01] Sky EPG slot 


DT 


u 


tt | 


|I 1I TI PV |] Lowe | | | | 
Channel parent Date 
hame company pa 
at the 
time 


Networks 


International 


= 


Reason 


bought by 9XM. 


177 


Broadcastin SM E 
N/A NA | 932 | w^ 100% Babes 9 |2011-11-01| bought by Elite 
(Gaia) Ltd. 
TV 4. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A N/A NME Radio IPC Media ]|2011-12-05|bought by Shop 
Radio. 
Sky EPG slot 
given to 5* +1. 
N/A v^ | 879] WA Flirt TV Northern & 5911-12-06] Returned on 20 
Shell 
November 
2013. 
2012/ edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Frees parent 
T at company 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


at the time 


Supreme 
Master 
Television 
Limited 


Supreme 
Master TV 


Sky Movies 
Box Office 


CSC Media 
Group 


Date 
shutdo 
2012-01-03 


2012-01-04 
2012-01-05 


Reason 
wn 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by Elite TV 
3. 


Replaced with 
Chart Show TV +1. 


178 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


555 


TiVo PPV 


Events Virgin Media 


2012-01-12 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 


N/A 


Virgi 
n TV 


Rainbow 
N/A RCR Christian Radio 
Limited 


Date 
shutdo 


2012-01-13 


Reason 


Owner/ 
Channel parent 
name company 
at the time 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by WRN 


Arabic. 


N/A Press TV IRIB 


2012-01-20 


License revoked by 
Ofcom.22 


Shell 


Returned on 12 
June 2012. 


wn 
ey Returned on 1 
N/A Luxury Life | Broadcasting | 2012-01-24 
ae March 2012. 
Limited 
Entered 
Body in Body in administration.22% S 
N/A -02- 
: Balance Balance Ltd sesta ky EPG slot bought 
by LivexxxBabes. 
N/A Sky Bet BSkyB 2012-02-13 
Sky EPG slot 
Nae) Cay Chat | Northern & |5615 65.:13| bought by The 
TV Shell 
Dept Store. 
Tom Programmes 
Networks moved to the Style 
Diva TV 2012-02-14] Network.2 Sky 
International EPG slot bought by 
(NBCUniversal) More4 +2. 
PPV Live os ; 
Events Help Virgin Media |2012-02-15 
Sky Living Sky EPG slot given 
Loves Be descen to Sky Arts 2.152 
Replaced with 
N/A Filth Northern & 2012-02-28 Reality Hub. 


Current TV | Current Media, 


Inc. 


2012-03-12 


Failed distribution 
renegotiations with 
Sky.us3 Sky EPG 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


slot bought by 
Sony 

Entertainment 

Television +1. 


Channel 
Zero 


| 


Information 
TV +1 


Desh TV 


Adult 
Section 


Electra 
Entertainment 
Limited 


Information TV 
Limited 


Desh TV 
Limited 


International 
Television 
Channel Ltd. 


DTT Multiplex 
Operators Ltd 


2012/03 


2012-04-02 


2012-04-03 


2012-04-14 


2012-04-16 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
Men&Movies. 


Replaced with 
Channel 9 UK. 
n8! Returned on 30 
April 2012.55: 


Made redundant 
after the split Adult 
category was 
merged into one. 


N/A 


N/A 


Adult 
Section 


Channel M 


DTT Multiplex 
Operators Ltd 


Guardian 
Media Group 


2012-04-16 


2012-04-16 


Made redundant 
after the split Adult 
category was 
merged into one. 


Manchester only. 


TEE 
EHEHEHIHEHBNI 


Finance 


Screenshop 
2 


Ocean Finance 
and Mortgages 
Ltd 


Bid Shopping 


2012-04-16 


2012-04-29 


Movies4Me 


Sony Pictures 


2012-05-02 


Replaced with 


Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
T at y n TV name company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo Reason 


Sony Movie 
Channel, which 
swapped Sky EPG 
slots with 
Movies4Men,22 


au o 


Movies4Me | Sony Pictures 
n2-41 Television 


Replaced with 
Sony Movie 
Channel +1, which 
swapped Sky EPG 


N/A N/A 2012-05-02 


slots with 
Movies4Men - 1.5252 


N/A N/A wa | Wonderful | STOW" News | 5912-05-03 
Corporation plc 
N/A N/A N/A WRN Arabic |WRN Broadcast} 2012-05-03 
Chart Show] CSC Media Replaced with 
N/A N/A ELE A EET -05- 
: : TV +1 Group 2012-05-20 BuzMuzik.28 
N/A WA WA Showcase Information TV 2012-06-06 Returned on 9 May 
+1 Limited 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 
Kanshiradio. 


2013. 
Red Hot Northern & Replaced with 

is me S Fetish Shell ELE Filth. 
N/A N/A wa | Reality Hub en 9^ zgrzgsiz| Bepecce with 


Cream. 
TVX Northern & Sky EPG slot given 


N/A N/A N/A 2012-06-15 to Red Hot 
Amateur Shell 
Amateur. 


CEOL T T 


Replaced with 


Channel Four 4seven, which 
N/A N/A N/A More4 +2 Television 2012-06-26 | swapped Sky EPG 
Corporation slots with Channel 


4 HD. 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


N/A 


[ 1] T TI owners |... | | 
Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
p Reason 
n TV name company 
at the time 
N/A Teletext Teletext Ltd. | 2012-06-28 NEN 
Temporarily closed 
to free Sky EPG 
Sky Movies slots for the BBC's 
N/A y BSkyB 2012-07-02 | Olympics channels. 
Box Office 
Channels 714 - 
731 returned on 16 
August 2012. 
Temporarily closed 
to free Sky EPG 
Pub slots for the BBC's 
N/A 
: Channel Boye eu eee rae Olympics channels. 
Returned on 15 
August 2012. 
Closed to allow 
Crime & 
A+E Networks Investigation 
N/A Bio. HD UK (A+E 2012-07-03 Network HD to 
Networks/BSkyB) broadcast 24 hours 
a day.2$! Replaced 
with Bio. +1. 
Box Television 
(Bauer 
QTV Group/Channel | 2012-07-03 Replace with 
Heat, ma 
Four Television 
Corporation) 
Psychic Playboy Replaced with Red 
Mia Line Enterprises aQte 071-08 Light Rio. 
Turner Bid su 
ures in India. 
Imagine Dil | Broadcasting 9 
N/A 191 
í Se System (Time peers Nos RH beste e 
Warner) ought E ishtey. 
Eurosport TF1 Group 2012-07-25 Replaced with 
HD British Eurosport 


Owner/ 
DT Frees parent 
T at company 


Date 
shutdo Reason 
at the time dh 
HD, 
2012-07-26 
Replaced with 
eNCA Africa.u*4 Sky 
2012-07-99 EPG slot bought by 
Sky Atlantic HD. 
Temporary channel 
2019:0819|.. CUNE au 
Summer Olympics. 
[195] 
Temporary channel 
2012-08-13 for the 2012 
Summer Olympics. 
[196] 


Temporary 
channels for the 
2012 Summer 

BBC 2012-08-13 Olympics. 
Channels 1-8 
returned on 1 

August 2016.59: 


Northern & 


N/A N/A 
: : Shell 


] The Africa 
The Africa 
N/A N/A Channel 
Channel +1 n 
Limited 


BBC 
Olympics 1- 
24 


N/A 


Temporary 
channels for the 
BBC 2012 Summer 
Olympics 1 BBC 2012-08-13 Olympics. 
HD-24 HD Channels 1-8 

returned on 1 
August 2016.2% 


BBC Temporary channel 
Olympics BBC 2012-08-13 for the 2012 
Red Button Summer Olympics. 


N/A N/A N/A Eurosport TF1 Group [2012-08-13 Temporary channel 
3D for the 2012 
French Open and 


N/A 


N/A 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo Reason 


2012 Summer 


Olympics.22z 


Destiny 
; Broadcasting License revoked by 
Praise TV Network 2012-08-13 Ofcom na 


Europe Limited 


Cellcast Group | 2012-08-14 | Failed to launch. 
N/A TV News | Cellcast Group | 2012-08-14] Failed to launch. 


N/A 


N/A 
N/A 


N/A 


Sky EPG slot 
N/A Sumo TV | Cellcast Group | 2012-08-21] bought by Horror 
Channel.222 


N/A Chill Global Radio | 2012-08-24 
C4 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


Temporary channel 
for the 2012 
Summer 
Paralympics .2 


N/A Paralympics 2012-09-10 


Extra 


Temporary 
channels for the 
2012 Summer 
Paralympics. 


C4 
Paralympics 
Extra 1-3 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


2012-09-10 


C4 
Paralympics 
Extra 1 HD- 
3 HD 


Temporary 
channels for the 
2012 Summer 
Paralympics. 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


N/A 2012-09-10 


N/A Record TV Ltd | 2012-09-10 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by Klear 
TV. 


Northern & 


Shell 2012-09-20 


HEBER 


Al Jazeera Al Jazeera 2012-09-27] Made redundant 
6-8 after Al Jazeera 


[ 1] T TI owners |... | | 
Channel parent 
name company 
at the time 


Teletext 


: Teletext Ltd. | 2012-10-01 
Holidays 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


English began to 
broadcast 24 hours 
a day on DTT in 
post-DSO areas on 
19 September 
2012.20 


Focusing on 
website and 
connected TV 
apps.21 Replaced 
with Holidays TV. 


203 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


wn 
Nickelodeon 
Nicktoons UK (Viacom Replaced with Nick 
N/A Repla International 2012-10-02 P Jr. +1 
pia Media Networks ` : 
Europe/BSkyB) 
NA Babe Guide| _P'@¥Y°Y | 2012-10-03 
Enterprises 
Global Music : 
Replaced with 
N/A Ramp'd | Television (Glob | 2012-10-11 i 
f Heart TV. 
al Radio) 
Global Music . 
N/A Ramp'd +2 | Television (Glob | 2012-10-11 peplaren EN 
Capital TV. 
al Radio) 
] . Returned on 12 
N/A : 
/ HiTV HiTV Ltd 2012-10-12 December 2012. 
License revoked by 
204][205 
N/A 9XM 9X Media | 2012-10-12 | «9: Return 
ed on 8 November 
2012,2% 
: Sky EPG slot 
N/A ucv | YP a 2012-10-26 | bought by SAMAA 


TV2 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Cinémoi 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Mint Group 


Date 
shutdo 


2012-11-13 


Reason 


| 


ABP News 


ABP Group 


2012-11-22 


Replaced with Star 
Jalsha on Sky and 
STAR Life OK on 
Virgin Media 
following the end 
of contractual 
agreements 
from STAR News. 
29! Returned on 3 
July 2013. 


Amrit Bani 


Amrit Bani 
Radio 


2012-11-27 


Financial 
difficulties 224 


Licensing issue 


dii PP i 


N/A N/A N/A Vision2 Vision247 2012-11-30 with Ofcom zu 
Wales only. Cost- 
saving measure 
following cuts to 
1 N/A N/A N/A SAC Clirlun | SAC Authority | 2012-12-01 SAC's public 
funding.2: Space 
given to Channel 4 
HD in Wales. 
Sky Movies 
N/A N/A N/A Box Office BSkyB 2012-12-03 
HD2 
WA WA N/A Red Light Playboy 2012-12-05 Sky EPG Slot given 
Rio Enterprises to GirlGirl. 
Mail Travel Associated Space given to 
N/A N/A N/A -12- 
à j i TV Newspapers Holidays TV.23 
Utv Suibvare Poor viewin 
N/A N/A N/A UMP Stars | Communicatio | 2012-12-23 g 


ns 


figures.2: 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo Reason 


wn 


duldi 


Renault TV 2012-12-31 


| 


Calvary 
N/A N/A 0156 N/A Chapel Calvary Chapel} 2012-12-31 
Radio 
2013[|edit] 
Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company wn 
at the time 
756- Sky Movies 
N/A N/A N/A -01- 
/ / 761 / Box Office BSkyB 2013-01-03 a 
N/A N/A 193 N/A HiTV HiTV Ltd. 2013-01-15 | 
JML Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A 667 N/A JML Direct Ltd. | 2013-01-18 | bought by Sparkle 
Cookshop 
TV. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by The 
N/A wa | 917 | NA Filth Northern & 2013.01.24 | Mall. Returned on 
Shell 
20 November 
2013. 
WA WA 0142 N/A RTE Radio 1 Raidió Teilifís 2013-01-31 cm 
Extra Eireann 
Vervloet 
179 N/A N/A N/A Bluebird TV | Management & | 2013-02-06 | Failed to launch.z:s 
Beheer 
N/A N/A 830 N/A Sunrise TV | Sunrise TV Ltd. | 2013-02-27 | ES 
Removed from Sky 
Sunrise Sunrise Radio on 27 February 
N/A N/A N/A —— BL i -03- 
: ; : Mi Radio Group 2013-0201 2013.2: Cost- 


saving measure. 28 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ Date 
Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
y n TV name company wh 
at the time 
Punjabi Sunrise Radio Cost-saving 
N/A -03- 
i Radio Group 2019-09-05 measure, 21812191 
; British Internet 
N/A N/A p Broadcasting | 2013-03-11 po 
= Company 
N/A Family Family Stations 2013-03-15 
Radio Inc. 
Kismat Sunrise Radio Cost-saving 
bio Radio Group 2013-03-19] measure mai 
Replaced with BBC 
BBC HD BBC 2013-03-26 Two HD22 
a Disney-ABC ein licensed 
ANSY | Television | 2013-03-28 | © BSkyB to create 
Cinemagic G Sky Movies Disney. 
roup iis 
Disney Disney-ABC abbas ids 
N/A Cinemagic Television 2013-03-28 2 x yt o S 
+1 Group y pvies isney. 
Disney Disney-ABC ns licensed 
n/a | Cinemagic | Television | 2013-03-28 7 Bone to create 
HD Group Sky Movies Disney. 
Content merged 
into Sky Movies 
, Greats and Sky 
Sky Maves BSkyB 2013-03-28 | Movies Select to 
Classics m 
facilitate the 
launch of Sky 
Movies Disney.2! 
Sky Movies BSkyB Content merged 
Classics HD into Sky Movies 


2013-03-28 


Greats and Sky 
Movies Select to 


DT 


Sk 
y 


Channel 
name 


Frees 
at 


Virgi 
n TV 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 


Reason 


facilitate the 
launch of Sky 


Movies Disney.2! 


N/A N/A Extreme 


Enterprises 


2013-04-30 


to Climax. 


N/A N/A 


m 


Playboy 
Enterprises 


2013-04-30 


N/A 


N/A JML Living 


JML Direct Ltd. 


2013-05-01 


Replaced with The 
Boutique. Retur 
ned on 13 May 
2013. 


wn 
Media Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A 22 N/A Music India | Worldwide Pvt. | 2013-04-10 bought by PTC 
Ltd. Punjabi. 
Discovery Replaced with TLC. 
TA TA Discovery Networks 2013-04-30 Sky EPG slot given 
Real Time Western to Discovery Home 
Europe & Health.2: 
Discover Replaced with TLC 
Discovery VAE +1. Sky EPG slot 
N/A N/A Real Time Western 2013-04-30 | given to Discovery 
+1 Home & Health 
Europe 41.25) 
Discovery Ee Replaced with 
N/A N/A 2 Travel & Western 2013-04-30 Investigation 
Living Europe Discovery +1. 
Discovery 
Networks Sky EPG slot given 
me ass DMAX +2 Western 20159-04539 Ir hon +1 
Europe 
Playboy Sky EPG slot given 


N/A N/A Pitch World 


Pitch World 
Ltd. 


2013-05-01 


Entered 
administration. 


Owner/ 
Channel parent pate 
shutdo Reason 
name company NA 
at the time 


Replaced by 


Discount TV.224 


m 


N/A N/A 


Independent 
MET ee 2013-05-03 dps px Geo 
Corporation l 
s Replaced with BT 
Sailing 1 BT Group 2013-05-03 Sport 1.2: 


N/A N/A 


- Replaced with BT 
N/A N/A Sailing 2 BT Group 2013-05-03 Sport 2.222 


N/A N/A 


Military Pere Nebworke Replaced with H2. 
Histor UK (A+E 2013-05-04 nee 
History — | Networks/BSkyB) 
: : Replaced with 
N/A N/A N/A -05- 
/ / / Q Radio Bauer Radio (2013-05-07 Kisstory. 2 
Sky EPG slot given 
Argos to JML Living. 
N/A N/A Argos TV | Limited (Home | 2013-05-13] Removed from 
Retail Group) Freesat on 9 May. 
[232] 
Was a simulcast of 
with a Psychic 
CBS Chellozon Tora biae 
Horror 
Channel : Reality TV, a 
Partnership simulcast of CBS 
Psychic Today 
block. 


engin Euro Digital 
N/A N/A N/A y 9| Corporation |2013-05-09 
e "dno 
Limited 
Horror Channel 
N/A N/A N/A e UK Channels | 2013-05-21 Replaced with 
Reality with a 
N/A N/A N/A Wedding TV| Creamdove | 2013-05-21 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


9XM 9X Media 


2013-05-31 


Owner/ 
Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
name company NA 
at the time 
Entered 
: Pitch World administration. 
Pitch TV Ltd. 2013-05-22 Replaced by 


Armchair Shop.z1 


Low audience 


ratings. 2331 


Premier . . 
Premier Media 
Sports Xtra 


CSC Media 


Entertainme 
Group 


nt +1 


Spectrum 
Radio Ltd 


Spectrum 
Radio 


2013-06-04 
2013-06-07 


Replaced by True 
Drama. Returne 
d on 3 April 2014. 


Replaced by 
Diamond Radio. 


Zee 
Entertainment 
Enterprises 


Zee Café 


2013-06-10 


2013-06-13 


Replaced by 
Lamhe.223 


Great Britain only. 
Sky EPG slot sold 


to the Muslim 
World Network. 


Ravensbourne 


2013-06-13 


Temporary 
channel for The 
Degree Show 
2013. South east 
London only.24 


N/A 


Ravensbourne 


Dirty Talk 


Northern & 
Shell 


2013-06-13 


2013-06-17 


Temporary 


channel for The 
Degree Show 
2013. South east 


London only.224 


Sky EPG slot sold 
to TVC News. 
Returned on 20 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 


Owner/ 


broadcasting due 
to regulatory 
pressure, moved 
to an online only 
model.2« Differed 
from the satellite 


Sk Virgi Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
y n TV name company wh 
at the time 
Sahara One 
Media and Sky EPG slot sold 
E Sahara One Entertainment vos to ABP News. 
Ltd. 
UKTV (BBC T 
; Worldwide/Scripp de Replaced by 
Blighty s Networks 2013-07-05 Drama.233 
Interactive) 
"Best of" service 
launched in June 
BBC Red 2013 off the Sky 
D Button 2 BER 2019-07-99 EPG, then closed 
the following 
month. 
"Best of" service 
launched in June 
BBC Red 2013 off the Sky 
SA Button 3 BBE 20140708 EPG, then closed 
the following 
month. 
Genuine ; ; 
IGGC Replaced with High 
N/A Outlet Gemstone 2013-07-15 Street Xtra. 
Company 
pecjarts a 
N/A N/A The Space Council 2013-07-15 P 
Enoland Chart Show Dance 
england on Freesat.2221 
N/A N^ | Babestation | Cellcast Group | 2013-07-19 Ceased 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


N/A 


Shop 


UK Ltd. 


Owner/ 
m Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company wh 
at the time 
: CSC Media Replaced by Kix 
N/A Pop Girl +1 Group 2013-07-22 Power a 
Yorkshire | Leeds United s 
pi Radio A.F.C. atts Ora? 
ESPN Inc. (The Purchased by BT 
ESPN Walt Disney - Group.21 Sky EPG 
America | Company/Hearst el ee given to BT 
Corporation) Sport 1 HD. 
ESPN Inc. (The Purchased by BT 
ESPN Walt Disney de Group.221 Sky EPG 
ue America HD | Company/Hearst RE slot given to BT 
Corporation) Sport 2 HD. 
ESPN Inc. (The 
ESPN Walt Disney 243 
Classic Company/Hearst 2013-08-01 
Corporation) 
Smash Hits , Replaced 
M Radio Baler Radio. [SUNOsUaduS with KissFresh.2! 
; Arise Media UK Returned on 10 
N/A Arise News Limited 2013-08-07 October 2013. 
; ; : Sky EPG slot 
WA Arise News Arise Media UK 2013-08-07| bought by BBC 
HD Limited 
News HD. 
Turner 
Broadcasting , 
Replaced with TCM 
TCM 2 System 2013-08-13 TT 
Europe (Time 
Warner) 
| Guthy-nenker 
WA Celebrity | Guthy-Renker 2013-08-29 Sky EPG slot sold 


to Alexcasino. 


DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel 
T at y n TV name 
N/A N/A Controversi 
al TV 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Edge Media 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


2013-08-30 


Reason 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by TLC +2. 


N/A N/A 665 | 746 | Bid Plus 


Bid Shopping 


2013-09-01 


N/A N/A 657 N/A Discount TV 


TV Discount 
Store Limited 


2013-09-10 


Replaced with TV 
Warehouse. 


N/A N/A 197 N/A Bio. +1 


N/A N/A 232 N/A Klear TV 


A+E Networks 


UK (A+E 
Networks/British 
Sky Broadcasting) 


Millenium 
Media House 
Limited 


2013-09-16 


2013-09-18 


Replaced with 
Lifetime +1. 


N/A N/A 0184 N/A Star Beats 


Radio 
Caroline 


E 


2013-09-24 


2013-10-01 


L 


Ceased 
broadcasting on 
satellite due to 

financial 

difficulties. 


EH 
/A 809 642 N/A JML Living 
BE 


N 


T5787. N/A 


JML Direct TV 


Cellcast Group 


2013-10-01 


2013-10-12 


Replaced with The 
Store. 


BEEBE 


936 | N/A 


Babes 


Entertainment 


Closed due to 
Satellite 
Northern aoe ous 2d 
N/A N/A 935 N/A . Entertainment | 2013-10-17 ih M 
Birds Ltd administration. 
i Sky EPG slot 
bought by Dirty 
Talk. 
N/A N/A Essex Satellite 2013-10-17 Closed due to 


Satellite 


DT 


N/A 


N/A 


SportxxxGirl 
S 


|I 1I 1 pP owners |.. | | 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Satellite 
Entertainment 
Ltd. 


Date 
pad 


Entertainment Ltd. 
entering 
administration. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by Fantasy. 
Closed due to 
Satellite 
Entertainment Ltd. 

2013-10-17 entering 
administration. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by Filth. 


Reason 


i^n Entertainment 
Ltd. 


Satellite 


Closed due to 
Satellite 
Entertainment Ltd. 
2013-10-17 entering 
administration. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by Flirt TV. 


Greatest UltimateHits Replaced with 
Hits TV Limited a0 a2 2 NOW Music. 
Red button 
functionality 
removed on DTT 
NA | Sky Text BSkyB 2013419.0.| 7 a Peto: 
ony text y Placeholder 
removed on 3 
December 2013 on 
DTT. 
Removed with 
TopUp 
N/A Top Up TV 2013-10-31] closure of Top Up 
Anytimel 
TV. 
Removed with 
TopUp 
N/A : Top Up TV 2013-10-31] closure of Top Up 
Anytime3 
TV. 
N/A TopUp | TopUpTV | Up | TopUpTV | 2013-10-31 Removed with 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 
: closure of Top Up 
TopU Removed with 
N/A N/A P P Top Up TV 2013-10-31] closure of Top Up 
Anytime6 TV 


NA | Luxury Life 2013-11-01 | 


A+E Networks 
UK (A+E : 
N/A N/A N/A Bio. Networks/Britis| 2013-11.04| “Replaced with 
Lifetime. 
h Sky 
Broadcasting) 


HD "best of" 
service launched 
in June 2013 off 
the Sky EPG, then 
BEE Red BBC 2013-11-25 | added to Sky, then 
Button HD 
removed from all 
platforms after the 
50th anniversary 
of Dr Who. 
Removed for the 
festive season. 
evlo tes Returned on 10 
February 2014. 
Sonure | immy [REN 
N/A N/A N/A Broadcastin Swaggart 2013-12-06 i 
Network Ministries Returned on 16 
9 January 2014. 
Replaced with E! 
Style , er +1, which 
N/A N/A Network NBCUniversal | 2013-12-09 swapped Sky EPG 
slots with E! HD. 


N/A N/A N/A Muslim 2013-12-13] Removed for the 
World festive season. 
Network Returned on 10 


= 


N/A N/A N/A Bangla TV 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 


February 2014 as 
TV99. 


Licence 
transferred to 


N/A N/A wa | Primetime | "e'thern& 15613 15 24 SonLife 
Shell 

Broadcasting 

Network. 


2014|edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk parent 
company 


Reason 
Date 
shutdo 
Ww 


at the n 
time 
Northern & 2014-01- 
Shell BI Replaced with Play TV 2. 


Replaced with Channel 5 
+24. Sky EPG slot given 
a to 5USA +1. Returned on 
16 September 2014, but 
only on Freesat. 
2014-02- 
0 
Aljazeera | 5014.02. PVP 
Media Financial difficulties. 
18 
Network 


| BBC Red BBC 2014-02- | Temporary channel for 
Button 2 24 the 2014 Winter 


Northern & 


ue Shell 


3 
MGM 2014-01- Content licensed to 
Holdings 16 BSkyB. 
Capacity handed back to 
TopUp TV — Channel 5 and now used 
for Channel 5 +24. 
A Northern & 
Shell 3 
7 


Owner/ 


DT Frees Sk Virg Chann parent Date 
T t in el company shutdo Reason 
a y TV name at the 


time 


wn 


Showcas | Information | 2014-02- : 
N/A N/A N/A SFI TV Ltd. 27 Replaced with ITV4 Plus. 


Turner 
Cartoon | Broadcasting 2014-04- Replaced by Cartoon 
N/A N/A Network System 01 Network +1 
Too Europe (Time 
Warner) 


Replaced with True 
Entertainment +1 on Sky 
and Starz TV on Freesat 
: due to CSC buying Starz 
N/A N/A BuzMuzik sse Media augua TV to their list which has 
Group 03 M $ 
similar content to this 
channel. Sky EPG slot 
given to Chart Show 
Dance. 


Trace 
N/A N/A N/A Sports tracery | 707404- 
17 
Stars 
Closed due to Bid 
Shopping entering 
administration. Removed 
on ke Bid Shopping n from Freesat on 17 April, 
frs then Virgin Media on 23 
April, then Freeview and 
Sky on 25 April. 
Closed due to Bid 
Shopping entering 
: administration. Removed 
— Bid Shopping M from Freesat on 17 April, 
then Virgin Media on 23 
April, then Freeview and 
Sky on 25 April. 


E 
b 
[e] 


N/A N/A N/A Real Real and 2014-04- | Replaced with The Arrow 


DT 


=| 


mu 


iM . 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 


Owner/ 


Virg Chann parent Date 
Sk : 
in el company shutdo Reason 
y TV name at the wn 
time 
Smooth Radio because of all Real Radio 
Radio Ltd. (Global 22 stations becoming Heart 
Radio) on 6 May. 
Sky n 
wa | chanmet | Pens si, EM 
995 g 
ITV Digital 
N/A | ITV4 Plus | Channels Ltd. 201% 02 Replaced with ITV Encore. 
07 
(ITV plc) 
i Northern & 2014-05- Returned on 19 
is FREE Shell ibl November 2014. 
: Northern & 2014-06- 
N/A | Dirty Talk Shell 02 
NS Informati | Information 2014-06- pup n E 
onTV «1| TV Ltd. 12 y 
2014. 
--— The 
Inspiratio — 2014-06- Returned on 22 July 
N/A Inspiration 
n 16 2014. 
Network 
International 
N/A Channel Television 2014-06- Replaced with Iqra 
9 UK Channel 27 Bangla. 
Europe Ltd. 
Temporary channel for 
BBC Red 2014-07- the 2014 Wimbledon 
Button BBC 07 Championships and Glast 
HD onbury Festival. Returned 
on 21 July 2014. 
: CSC Media 2014-07- : 
N/A Kix + Group 14 Replaced with Pop +1. 


DT Frees 


Owner/ 
Chann parent Date 
el company shutdo Reason 
name at the wn 
time 


Northern & 2014-07- 
Showcas | Information | 2014-07- Replaced with 
e3 TV Limited 29 Information TV +1. 
risa d 2014-08- | Sky EPG slot bought by 
p ; 01 Babes From TV. 
Limited 
Temporary channel for 
2014-06- | tha 2014 Commonwealth 
04 
Games. 


BBC 
Temporary channel for 
the 2014 Wimbledon 
Championships, 
BBC TO Glastonbury Festival and 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games. Freeview version 
closed on 7 August 2014. 
Temporary channel for 
the 2014 Wimbledon 
BBC 2014-08- Championships, 
04 Glastonbury Festival and 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games. 
BBC 
BBC 


N/A N/A 


Dating 
Channel 


BBC Red 
Button 0 


BBC Red 
Button 2 


BBC Red 


N/A 
: Button 3 


Temporary channel for 
the 2014 Wimbledon 
2014-08- Championships, 
04 Glastonbury Festival and 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games. 


BBC Red 


N/A 
Button 4 


N/A BBC Red 2014-08- | Temporary channel for 

Button 5 04 the 2014 Wimbledon 
Championships, 

Glastonbury Festival and 


the 2014 Commonwealth 


DT Frees 
T at 
IN 

N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


2015|edit] 


I 1I T} | |]  [poweu |] ||] | 
Virg Chann parent Date 
in el company m Reason 
TV name at the 
time 
O a ee 
BBC Red 2014-08- Temporary channel for 
Button BBC the 2014 Commonwealth 
04 
HD Games. 
N/A Cheeky Northern & 2014-08- 
Chat Shell 07 
The Active 
N/A Active Channel ril 
Channel Limited 
WA Red DUE Playboy 2014-10- | Sky EPG slot bought by 
Enterprises 14 Fashion One. 
Smart Smart TV 
N/A Live | Broadcasting uc cd 
Casino Ltd 
= = i * 
N/A BET 41 Viacom 2014-11 Sky EPG slot given to 5 
04 +1. 
oou. 2014-11- Removed for the festive 
N/A TV99 Entertaihmenń 26 season. Returned on 22 
t December 2014. 
Zee 
NA |Zee News| Entertainmen POLA Le 
05 
t Enterprises 
f Northern & 2014-12- 
N/A 
: PRESE Shell 05 
ACBN 2014-12- Removed for the festive 
N/A ACBN International 18 season. Returned on 12 
Ltd. January 2015. 


Frees 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
—— Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wi 
at the time 
Merged with ITV 
jb ITV plc 2015-02-02 | Meridian - seen in 
the Oxford area. 
Merged with ITV 
Central West - 
Cental ITV plc 2015-02-02 seen in 
South West : 
Herefordshire 
area. 
ACBN 
N/A ACBN International |2015-02-24 
Ltd. 
Sky HD 
N/A Retail Info 2015-02-27 
N/A 2015-03-20 
N/A Alexcasino Monte ame 2015-03-20 
Ltd. 
Sky EPG slot given 
NA ]|RedLight2| ,."YP9Y [2015-03-26] ^ to My Ex- 
Enterprises ME 
Girlfriends. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A -03- 
/ BeachBody | JML Direct TV | 2015-03-30 bought by TJC. 
N/A Esvenite TKEMe TW. ongs-08-3d 
Live Limited 
N/A Cruzr TV VXMeTV | 2015-03-31 
Limited 
Zee ] 
Lamhe Entertainment | 2015-04-02 Replaced with 
i &TV. 
Enterprises 
N/A Switch TV Northern & {2015-04-07 Sky EPG slot 


DT 


L| 4 


Frees 


E ! 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Channel 
name 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


- 


Reason 


bought by Sin TV. 


Replaced with TBN 


Trinity UK (which 
N/A N/A 582 N/A TBN Europe | Broadcasting |2015-04-17 launched on 
Network Freeview on 5 
January). 
N/A NA | 254 | WA FAB TV Fitness & — [2015.04.23 
Beauty TV 
N/A NA | 920 | wa |ElectricBLUE yi S pues 
wa | wa [921] wa | GiNex | Northern & 1515-04-30 
Door Shell 
Returned on 7 
Viewers' Northern & January 2016 as a 
b pis s me Wives Shell 2015-04-30 | rebrand of Red Hot 
Amateur. 
N/A nwa | 923 | wa | XxxCESS os S ~ 
CBS AMC 
Networks UK Sky EPG slot given 
N/A N/A 198 N/A Reality TV Channels 2015-05-05 to TruTV. 
Partnership 
Placeholder 
N/A N/A 257 N/A Angling TV BT Group 2015-05-18 | channel. Replaced 
with BT Preview. 
Information | Information TV 
N/A N/A N/A -05- 
/ / 265 / TV +1 Limited 2015-05-29 
Showcase | Information TV Replaced with 
N/A N/A N/A -06- 
j : oP ^ +1 Limited 20t2 G0! Property Show. 
N/A N/A 130 283 Sky Arts 2 Sky plc 2015-06-09 | Merged with Sky 


Arts 1 to form a 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company wñ 
at the time 
single channel. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by Sky1 
+1. 
Merged with Sky 
N/A N/A a r Sky plc [2015-06-09 | Arts 1 HD to form 
a single channel. 
Sky EPG slot 
N/A Sky 3D Sky plc 2015-06-09 bought by Sky 
Atlantic +1. 
Diamond Spectrum Replaced with 
Eis ES Radio Ltd epee te Ahomka Radio. 
United Removed by 
N/A UCB TV Christian 2015-07-01] United Christian 
Broadcasters Broadcasters. 


Removed by 
United United Christian 
UCB UK Christian 2015-07-01 Broadcasters. 
Broadcasters Replaced with 
Apni Awaz. 
United Removed by 
N/A N/A N/A UCB Bible Christian 2015-07-01] United Christian 
Broadcasters Broadcasters. 
United Removed by 
N/A N/A N/A UCB Gospel Christian 2015-07-01] United Christian 
Broadcasters Broadcasters. 
UCB United Removed by 
N/A N/A N/A Ne Christian 2015-07-01| United Christian 
Inspiration 
Broadcasters Broadcasters. 


Equal World 
Foundation 


I 
J 


Sky EPG slot 
2015-07-03] bought by High 
Street TV 2. 


N/A N/A N/A Equal World 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ Date 
Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
y n TV name company Wi 
at the time 
Temporary 
channel for 
a BBC 2015-07-14 the 2015 
Wimbledon 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 2 BBC AUTSA 2015 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 3 BBC 2919-0743 2015 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
s Button 4 BPE 20107-14 2015 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
is Button 5 BBC cones 2015 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 6 BBC ZUIO TIA 2015 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Ramadan Į Information TV Temporary 
i TV Limited cuu: channel. 
Sky EPG slot 
True : bought by 
N/A Entertainme cine 2015-08-17 Showcase. 
nt +1 Replaced with 
AMC from BT. 
NA |Hotchattv) "X MeTV 5915.08.26 


Limited 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


Television 


Owner/ 
ove Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wi 
at the time 
Flirt and Playboy 
N/A -08- 
The Broadcast Replaced with 
Egg /VP Products | House Limited nd Hochanda. 
Sky Movies 
N/A -09- 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2015-09-01 
Sky Movies 
N/A -09- 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2015-09-01 
Sky Movies 
N/A -09- 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2015-09-01 
The Africa 
Channel The Africa 2015-09-29 
Internationa | Channel plc 
I 
WA Pop Girl Sony Pictures 2015-10-01 Replaced by Kix 
Television +1. 
NA | The Arrow | Global Group |2015-10-01| Replaced with 
Smooth Extra. 
Property |Information TV 
N/A -10- 
: Show +3 Limited ZH HEUS 
; Relativity 
N/A Sin TV Marketing Ltd peus 
Ummah Ummah Replaced with 
N/A -11- 
; Channel +1 | Channel Ltd s E Muslim Ummah. 
N/A Bliss sony PICUITeS | gis 11-57 


slots with LBC. 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
. wn 
at the time 
Extreme AMC Networks 
N/A N/A Sports International }| 2015-12-31] Unknown reasons. 
Channel Zone 
2016|edit] 
Owner/ 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent endi 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
; wn 
at the time 
Property | Information TV 
N/A N/A N/A Show +2 Limited 2016-01-07 
Islam TV | Esplanade Vale Replaced with TV 
N/A N/A N/A -01- 
: ; EM Media Ltd SUO ient One. 
All Around the 
N/A N/A N/A Planet World 2016-01-18 
Productions 
AMC Networks pics a 
N/A N/A N/A ?TV International |2016-01-26 9 , y 
Zone Wellbeing 
EY Network. 
MTV Live Viacom 2016-02-15 
International : 
TA TA WA Media Replaced with MTV 
Music +1. 
Networks 
Europe 
BBC Three BBC 2016-0246 E on unn 
TV channel. 
BBC Three Became an online 
HD BBC 2016-02-16 TV channel. 
Replaced with 
LBC News : Heart Extra, which 
N/A N/A TS -02- 
/ / 1152 Global Radio | 2016-02-29 swapped Sky EPG 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


| Sky plc 


Owner/ 
Poe Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
SuperCasin Netp'ay TV 
wA | 2a PStasin | Broadcasting | 2016-03-02 
o 
Ltd 
NA | ApniAwaz | Rado Apni 2916.03.07 
Awaz 
N/A More Than Sony Pictures 2016-03-22 Replaced with True 
Movies Television Crime. 
More Than | Sony Pictures Replaced with True 
N/A -03- 
: Movies +1 Television 2016-03-22 Crime +1. 
Open Open Heavens Sky EPG slot given 
N/A -04- 
i Heaven TV Media Ltd ud to YourTV. 
na | 2¢tanta |setanta Sports |2016-04-07| Northern Ireland 
Sports 1 only. 
Setanta Northern Ireland 
N/A Sports: LAD Setanta Sports | 2016-04-07 only. Sky EPG slok 
bought by Premier 
Sports HD. 
Daystar Decided to 
Television broadcast in HD 
N/A Daystar Network 2016-05-09 | only. Sky EPG slot 
given to Daystar 
HD. 
Sky Movies 
N/A -06- 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2016-06-02 
FoTV FilmOn.TV 2016-06-08 Sky EPG slot 
N/A bought by Home & 
Leisure TV. 
Sky Movies 
N/A -06- 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2016-06-24 
N/A Sky Movies 2016-06-24 


ics beij 


N/A N/A 


N/A 


ui 


STAR TV (21st 
Century Fox) 


I. ] 1 |] l oww |... | | 
Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
name company n 
at the time 
. Replaced with 
Viacom i 
international European version 
MTV Live : of the channel on 
Media 2016-06-29 es . 
HD Networks Virgin Media. Sky 
EPG slot bought by 
Europe 


Nick Jr. HD. 


Replaced with Star 


Utsav. 


2016-07-04 


N/A 


BBC Red 
Button HD 


2016-07-12 


Temporary 
channel for 
the 2016 
Wimbledon 
Championships. 


N/A 


N/A 


BBC Red 
Button 2 


BBC Red 
Button 3 


2016-07-14 
2016-07-14 


Temporary 
channel for the 


2016 Wimbledon 


Championships. 


Temporary 
channel for the 


2016 Wimbledon 


Championships. 


N/A 


BBC Red 
Button 4 


2016-07-14 


Temporary 
channel for the 


2016 Wimbledon 


Championships. 


N/A 


BBC Red 
Button 5 


c 
Lu 


2016-07-14 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2016 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


N/A 


BBC Red 
Button 6 


BBC 


2016-07-14 


Temporary 
channel for the 


2016 Wimbledon 


Championships. 


Sk 
y 


Virgi 
n TV 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 


arent Date 
Bas an shutdo 
pany iun 


at the time 


Reason 


Viacom 
International ; 
an Media |2016-08-10| "ePisre with 
mE Networks yə; 
Europe 
BBC Perd 
Olympics 1 BBC 2016-08-22 the 2016 Summer 
HD prea M 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 1 BBE LE 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 
= E 
Olympics BBC 2016-08-22 
2016 Summer 
HD : 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 2 Bet 2016-09-28 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 
BBC ener te 
Olympics 2 BBC 2016-08-22 
2016 Summer 
HD . 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 3 BEC 2016-08-22] “Soe Summer 
Olympics. 
BBC PT 
Olympics 3 BBC 2016-08-22 
2016 Summer 
HD . 
Olympics. 
BBC BBC 2016-08-22 Temporary 
Olympics 4 channel for the 


Sk 
y 


Virgi 
n TV 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


2016 Summer 


Olympics. 


Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 4 BBC 2016-08-22 
2016 Summer 
HD ' 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 5 BBC 2016-08:22| 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 
BBC Mur 
Olympics 5 BBC 016-0822 |e 
2016 Summer 
HD ; 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 6 ds 2016-08-22] 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 
BBC P 
Olympics 6 BBC 2016-08-22 i 
2016 Summer 
HD : 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 7 Ber 2016-08-22 2016 Summer 
Olympics. 
BBC Hs te 
Olympics 7 BBC 2016-08-23 
2016 Summer 
HD . 
Olympics. 
Temporary 
BBC channel for the 
Olympics 8 BBC 2016-08-24] 2016 Summer 


Olympics. 


N/A 


Sk Virgi 


Channel 


name 


BBC 
Olympics 8 
HD 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


at the time 


BBC 


Date 
shutdo Reason 
wn 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2016 Summer 


Olympics. 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Babes From 
TV 


Square World 
Communicatio 
ns Ltd 


Sky EPG slot 
2016-08-22 |bought by ShowBiz 
TV +1. 


2016-08-22 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


TV Record 


Sky Cinema 
N/A z 
/ Box Office Sky plc 2016-09-01 
Decided to 
Record TV Mua 
Network CITY axy os 


given to TV Record 
HD. 


2016-09-12 


Muslim 
Ummah TV 


UMP Movies 


Muslim 
Ummah TV Ltd 


UTV Software 
Communicatio 


Sky EPG slot 
2016-09-20 | bought by Channel 
44, 


Sky EPG slot 


2016-09-29} bought by Rishtey 


ns Cineplex. 
CSC Media 
True Drama | Group (Sony | 2916-09-30 replaced WIUP MAE 
——— Pictures Entertainment +1. 
Television) 


N/A 


True Movies 
2 


CSC Media 
Group (Sony 
Pictures 
Television) 


Replaced with True 
AULAS Christmas +1. 


N/A 


N/A 


pem 


Arise Media UK 
Ltd 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by TRT 
World. 


2016-10-03 


em 
CI 
> 


N/A 


N/A 


ise News 
BON TV 


| BON TV 


| 2016-10-31 | 


|I 1] T TV Towner |... [| ^ Date 
ics Sk Virgi Channel parent 
ud Reason 
y n TV name company 
at the time 
N/A Storm rea 2016-11-01 | 


NA |Fashion One| .., Bi9foct — 5916.15.95 
Entertainment 
Wellbeing | 201 Television 
N/A Netware Ltd 2016-12-14 
2017[edit] 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 
; Wales only. 
N/A BBC Radio BBC mE 2017-01-04 Temporary 
Cymru Mwy Radio channel 


Placeholder telling 
viewers about the 
Sky Cinema closure of the 
N/A N/A N/A -01- 
: j : Box Office S pie OHISQUESUR whole Sky Cinema 
Box Office 
network. 
Placeholder telling 
Sky cinema QU. 
N/A N/A N/A Box Office Sky plc 2017-01-06 
HD whole Sky Cinema 
Box Office 
network. 


Replaced with 
Sony Movie 
Channel 
2017-01-10 (see above for 
what was replaced 
by Sony Movie 
Channel on Sky). 


= 


Sony Pictures 


N/A N/A Movie Mix o 
IET Television 


DT Frees Sk 

T at y 
N/A 
N/A 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


| ARY Group 


Owner/ 
Poe Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
Viacom 
International 
N/A Viva +1 Media 2017-01-10 
Networks 
Europe 
CSC Media 
Kix Power | Group (Sony |5917.901.15| Temporary 
Pictures channel. 
Television) 
Placeholder telling 
viewers about the 
Sky Cinema closure of the 
N/A -01- 
: Box Office any pie Sverre whole Sky Cinema 
Box Office 
network. 
Placeholder telling 
viewers about the 
Sky Cinema closure of the 
bio Box Office ony pie 2077-01-31) hale Sky Cinema 
Box Office 
network. 
License removed 
by Ofcom 
(politically 
ARY Digital ARY Group | 2017-02-02 controversial 
content). Sky EPG 
slot bought by Jus 
Punjabi. 
License removed 
by Ofcom 
(politically 
ARY News ARY Group 2017-02-02 controversial 
content). Sky EPG 
slot bought by 
Sony Mix. 
N/A ARY Qtv 2017-02-02] License removed 


by Ofcom 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


Owner/ 
ove Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
(politically 
controversial 
content). Sky EPG 
slot bought by 
New Vision TV. 
Sky EPG slot 
bought by TruTV. 
True Crime | Sony Pictures Returned on 12 
N/A -02- 
: +1 Television pps February 2019 as 
a rename of TruTV 
+1. 
ShowBiz TV | ShowBiz TV & 
N/A -02- 
+1 Media Ltd epus 
nu f Sky EPG slot 
wA | trishtv | Tels Mhaigh | 2017-03-08] bought by Spike 
Eo Teoranta 
+1. 
Discover Discovery Placeholder 
2lscovery Networks channel for Quest 
N/A Home & 2017-03-08 ae 
Northern Red. Great Britain 
Health +2 
Europe only. 
Discovery Placeholder 
Discovery Networks channel for Quest 
iis Shed +1 Northern 2015-09-08 | ined 41, Great 
Europe Britain only. 
Replaced with 
Heart Extra | Global Group | 2017-03-14] Heart 80s on UK 
TV platforms. 
: ShowBiz TV & Sky channel slot 
N/A -03- 
/ ShowBiz TV Media Ltd 2017-03-24 Sold. 
The Craft The Craft 
N/A -04- 
: Channel Channel Ltd REAA 
N/A Showcase 3 | Information TV | 2017-05-17 


E 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Owner/ 
— Date 
Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
- Sky EPG slot 
wa |DM pius rv | _ DM Digital | 2017-06-12] bought by Hum 
Television Ltd 
Masala. 
' Sky EPG slot 
wa | howcese | Information TV | 20:7.06.27 | bought py TruTV 
+1 Ltd 
+1. 
Home & HSTV Media 
bin Leisure TV Ltd ZUEJSODID aM 
Playboy TV Playboy Replaced with 
N/A -06- 
: Chat Enterprises 2OLI-Berap Xpanded TV 2. 
Decided to 
broadcast in HD 
N/A Chelsea TV | Chelsea F.C. | 2017-07-01] only. Sky EPG slot 
given to Chelsea 
TV HD. 
Ummah Ummah 
me Channel Channel Ltd eve Ott | 
Fox 
International 
N/A Fox News Channels (21st 2017-08-29 
Century Fox) 
Bike Bike Media UK 2017-09-12 Failed to find an 
s Ltd owner. 
Sky EPG slot 
Guthy-Renker 
N/A GR Shop Uk Limited 2017-10-19] bought by QVC 
Style. 
CSC Media 
N/A Flava Group (Sony | 9917-11-01] Unknown reasons. 
Pictures 
Television) 


2018|edit] 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 


New Vision | New Vision TV Replaced with ARY 
N/A N/A N/A -01- 
i : à IV +1 Ltd poison) Family. 


Was originally a 
temporary closure, 


Shopping 222 
N/A N/A N/A Nation fff 2018-01-03 but then ceased 


broadcasting. 
N/A N/A NA | Starutsav | 28" TV (21st 15918.01.94 
Century Fox) 


N/A N/A N/A mE 227 2018-01-05 
The The Replaced 
Community | Community | 2018-01-16 : 
Channel Channel CBS with Together. 


Replaced with 
N/A N/A N/A Tristar 2018-01-28 High Street TV 4. 


Viacom Replaced with MTV 
International tove- atemporar 
Viva Media 2018-01-31 porary 
Networks rename for MTV 
OMG. 
Europe 


Discovery Temporary 
N/A N/A N/A Eurosport 3| “Networks: [3078-02-26] channel for the 
HD Northern . : 
Winter Olympics 
Europe 
Discovery Temporary 
N/A N/A N/A Eurosport 4| Networks |55:18 02 26| channel for the 
HD Northern : ; 
Winter Olympics 
Europe 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


N/A 


Owner/ 


Poe Date 
Virgi Channel parent shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
Discovery Temporary 
BHIDoporm NeWONS 2018-02-26] channel for the 
HD Northern : ; 
Winter Olympics 
Europe 
N/A Al Arabiya ??? 2018-03-02 | 
Temporary 
channel for 
dies BBC 2018-04-16] ^ the 2018 
Button HD 
Commonwealth 
Games. 
Closed due to it 
being illogical with 
the new Sky EPG 
é that occurred four 
N/A TLC +2 Discovery, Inc. | 2018-04-27 
days after. 
Replaced with 
Discovery Turbo 
+1. 
Became an on 
ITV Digital demand service. 
N/A ITV Encore | Channels Ltd |2018-05-01 Sky EPG slot 
(ITV plc) bought by Sky 
Two. 
ITV Digital 
wa | TV Encore | Channels Ltd |2018-05-01| Became an on 
HD demand service. 
(ITV plc) 
ITV Digital 
TM] TV Encore | Channels Ltd |2018-05-01| Became an on 
+1 demand service. 
(ITV plc) 
Original standard- 
NA  |viceland HD| Vice UK Tv Ltd | 2018-05-01 | SeMnition channel 
renamed to Vice 
on the same day. 
N/A Kanshi 2018-05-01 


Kanshi Radio 


1 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 


shutdo Reason 


NEN 


I 


DT Frees 
T at 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A 


N/A 


Zee Punjabi 


Pop Power 


Absolute 
Radio 70s 


TJC Choice 


Dirty Talk 


Zee 
Entertainment 
Enterprises 


CSC Media 


Group (Sony 
Pictures 
Television) 


Bauer Radio 


The Jewellery 
Channel Ltd 


Portland TV Ltd 


Removed from Sky 
on 19 March 2018, 
2018-05-31| and was replaced 
by Living Foodz 
there. 


Temporary 


2018-06-04 
channel. 


Replaced with Hits 
Radio on Sky. 


2018-06-04 


Replaced with 


ZUSERUOSED Primal Cure. 


Sky EPG slot 
bought by 


Paramount 
Network. 


2018-06-28 


BT Sport 
Showcase 


BT Sport 
Showcase 
HD 


BT Group 
BT Group 


2018-06-30 


2018-06-30 


HEHEEH 


STV Group 


Scotland only. 
Closed due to 
competition from 
BBC Scotland, 
which will launch 
on 24 February 
2019. To be 
replaced with 
That's Scotland on 
Freeview and 
Virgin Media. 


2018-06-30 


DT Frees 
T at 
N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


Sk 
y 


Owner/ 


"e Date 
Virgi Channel parent shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
Temporary 
channel for 
pis ied BBC 2018-07-17 the 2018 
Re Wimbledon 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 2 Eee 2018-07-17) 5018 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 3 BBE 2018-07-17) 5018 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 4 BBC 2018-07«17 | 2038 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 5 Bet ALSO IE 2018 Wimbledon 
Championships. 
Temporary 
BBC Red channel for the 
Button 6 BBC 2018-07-17) 5018 wimbledon 
Championships. 
Decided to 
zu broadcast in HD 
N/A m rae 2018-07-27 | only. Sky EPG slot 
bought by France 
24 (English) HD. 
Showcase |Information TV Sky EPG slot 
Dios 21 Ltd 2018-08-02) bought by CLTV. 


Vintage TV 


Vintage 
Entertainment 


Ltd 


2018-08-07 


Removed from all 
platforms due to 
carriage costs. 


DT Frees 


E 


N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


2019|edit] 


Owner/ 


Virgi Channel parent Date 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
Later went into 
administration. 
. Removed due to 
N/A d Impress Group | 2018-08-29 missing EPG data: 
China Xinhua 
N/A CNC World | News Network | 2018-08-30 
Corporation 
Urdu1 Alliance Media 
N/A Eüröpe FZ LLC 2018-09-14 
Motorsport.t| Motorsport 2018-10-01 Became an online 
v Network streaming channel. 
Zion of the 
wa | olivetv | "9Y9ne9f |2018-10-05 
Israel 
Ministries 
Global Removed from 
N/A Heart TV | Television (Glob | 2018-10-11 Freesat on 10 
al Group) October 2018. 
Global Removed from 
N/A Capital TV | Television (Glob | 2018-10-11 Freesat on 10 
al Group) October 2018. 
BEE V Channel | ^"9len Capital [5615 11.65 
Ltd 
, . Sky EPG slot 
N/A sony Crime | Sony Pictures 2018-11-15] bought by Forces 
Channel 2 Television 
E TV. 
CSC Media Sky EPG slot 
N/A Scuzz Group (Sony |5018.11-15| bought by Chart 
Pictures x 
i Show Hits. 
Television) 


UK (A&E 
Networks/Sky 


i 


Owner/ Date 
DT Frees Sk Virgi Channel parent 
shutdo Reason 
T at y n TV name company 
: wn 
at the time 
NA | w^ wa | Believe rv | Peleve TV. 2019.01.07 | 
Station 
— Jus 
N/A N/A N/A Jus Punjabi . 2019-01-11 
Broadcasting 
Became an online 
channel in the UK. 
Removed from Sky 
N/A N/A N/A Toran bos 2019-01-18} on 30 November 
SUPERBE Ns 2018. Sky EPG slot 
bought by MTV 
Beats. 
Decided to 
broadcast in HD 
only. Removed 
N/A N/A N/A LECTV | Liverpool F.C. [2019-01-30 | 9 Sky on 1June 
. . = = 
2018. Sky and 
Virgin Media EPG 
slots given to 
LFCTV HD. 
Retail Retail Therapy Replaced with 
N/A N/A N/A -01- 
: à : Therapy TV Media Ltd ayes High Street TV 5. 
Scotland only. 
Replaced with BBC 
BBE Two | BBC Scotland |2019-02-18| Scotland, which 
Scotland 
launched on 24 
February 2019. 
England, Northern 
Ireland and Wales 
BBC Two only. Replaced 
D EE Scotland | BBC Scotland | 2019-02-18) With BBC Scotland, 
which launched on 
24 February 2019. 
N/A N/A Lifetime +1 | A&E Networks | 2019-03-07 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk 
y 


Virgi 
n TV 


Channel 
name 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


plc) 


Date 
shutdo 


I 


Reason 


NEN 


Juwelo UK 


Rocks and Co. 
Productions 
Limited 


2019-03-13 


Removed from Sky 
on 7 January 2019. 


Sky EPG slot 
Propeller TV! Xiking Group | 2019-04-10 bought by 
Travelxp. 
Zee Sky EPG slot 
Zing Entertainment | 2019-06-03 bought by 
Enterprises Republic Bharat. 
Zee 
&TV Entertainment | 2019-06-03 SU Ad apa 
; bought by Foodxp. 
Enterprises 
Zee 
N/A Living Foodz| Entertainment | 2019-06-03 
Enterprises 
- Zee 
Living Poodz Entertainment | 2019-06-03 
HD ; 
Enterprises 
Replaced with the 
standard-definition 
me version, which this 
Zee TV HD | Entertainment | 2019-06-03 s 
Enterprises version replaced 
P when launched, on 
Virgin Media. 
Sony Pictures Freeview closure 
À y É 
True Crime om 2019-07-01 occurred in 
Television 
Manchester only. 
. . Freeview closure 
Tine tune: | Sony Pictures 2019-07-01 occurred in 
+1 Television 
Manchester only. 
| BBC Red BBC 2019-07-15 Temporary 


Sk 


Virgi 
n TV 


Channel 
name 


Button HD 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


Reason 


channel for 
the 2019 
Wimbledon 
Championships. 


BBC Red 
Button 2 


BBC Red 
Button 3 


BBC Red 
Button 4 


2019-07-15 
2019-07-15 


2019-07-15 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2019 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2019 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2019 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


BBC Red 
Button 5 


2019-07-15 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2019 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


BBC Red 
Button 6 


= 


2019-07-15 


Temporary 
channel for the 
2019 Wimbledon 
Championships. 


True 


Entertainme 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


2019-09-10 


Replaced with 
revival of Sony 


Television 


nt Channel. 
True Sony Pictures Replaced with 
Entertainme =o vistah 2019-09-10| revival of Sony 
nt +1 e Channel +1. 
Sony Pictures Replaced Wien 
Movies4Men y 2019-09-10 Sony Movies 


Action. 


N/A 


Frees 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


Sk 


Channel 
name 


Virgi 


Movies4Men 


N/A 
+1 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 
at the time 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Date 
shutdo 
wn 


2019-09-10 


Reason 


Replaced with 
Sony Movies 


Action +1. 


True Movies 


True Movies 
+1 


Good Food 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Sony Pictures 
Television 


Discovery, Inc. 


2019-09-10 


2019-09-10 


2019-09-12 


Replaced with 
Sony Movies 
Christmas. 


Replaced with 
Sony Movies 
Christmas +1. 
Freeview change 
occurred in 
Manchester only. 


Closed following 
acquisition by 
Discovery earlier 
in the year. 
Programmes 


moved to the Food 


Network. 


Good Food 
+1 


Discovery, Inc. 


2019-09-12 


Closed following 
acquisition by 
Discovery earlier 
in the year. 
Programmes 


moved to the Food 


Network. 


Good Food 
HD 


Discovery, Inc. 


2019-09-12 


Closed following 
acquisition by 
Discovery earlier 
in the year. 
Programmes 
moved to the Food 
Network. 


YourTV 


Fox Networks 


Group 


2019-09-27 


Removed from 
Freesat on 25 
September 2019. 
Programmes 


DT Frees Sk 
T at y 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 


See also[edit] 


Owner/ 


Virgi Channel parent Dats 
shutdo Reason 
n TV name company Wn 
at the time 
Lopes 
RealLives | Sky UK Ltd |2019-10-o1 | RePlaced with Sky 
Crime. 
Real Lives Sky UK Ltd 2019-10-01 Replaced with Sky 
+1 Crime +1. 
RS Sony Crime | Sony Pictures 2019-10-30 
Channel +1 Television 
Licenses 
NA | PeaceTv | ZakirNaik |2019-11-19| SUtrendered 
before being 
revoked by Ofcom. 
Licenses 
wa | PeaceTV | ZakirNaik |2019-11-19| Surrendered 
Urdu before being 


revoked by Ofcom. 


e Television in the United Kingdom 
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189. ^ "Crime HD changes and Bio HD removed". Entertainment Interactive. 3 July 
2012. 

190. ^ "Bauer axes Q TV after nearly 12 years to make way for Heat TV". Brand 
Republic. 23 May 2012. Archived from the original on 29 July 2012. 

191. ^ "Imagine Dil Se ceases broadcast in UK". BizAsia. 6 July 2012. Archived from the 
original on 12 July 2012. 

192. ^ "EXCLUSIVE: Colors new UK TV channel named Rishtey". BizAsia. 14 August 
2012. Archived from the original on 19 August 2012. 

193. ^ "British Eurosport launches HD channels". Yahoo! Eurosport UK. 3 July 2012. 
Archived from the originalon 26 July 2012. 

194. ^ "eNews Channel expanding to UK". Channel24. 8 August 2012. 

195. ^ Jump up to:??« "TV to stream 24 channels for digital Olympic". BBC. 3 April 
2012. 

196. ^ "More choices announced for BBC Olympic viewers". BBC. 18 April 2012. 

197. ^ "BBC and Eurosport bring 2012 Olympics to Virgin Media customers". Virgin 


Media. 18 April 2012. Archived from the original on 20 April 2012. 
198. ^ "Ofcom revokes Praise TV licence". The Guardian. 28 August 2012. 


199. ^ "Horror Channel Now Also on Sky 198 from 9am till 9pm!". Horror Channel. 20 
August 2012. 


200. ^ Jump up to: *- "Paralympics 2012 available on three extra live streams". TV 
Newsroom. 30 August 2012. 


201. ^ "Al Jazeera English going 24/7 on Freeview". Digital Spy. 13 September 2012. 


202. ^ "Teletext Holidays nears journey's end on Freeview". Digital Spy. 15 June 2012. 
203. ^ "Teletext angers agents by quitting TV channel". Travel Trade Gazette. 6 


September 2012. Archived from the original on 9 September 2012. Retrieved 1 
October2012. 


204. ^ "9XM abruptly removed from Sky EPG". BizAsia. 12 October 2012. Archived 
from the original on 17 October 2012. 

205. ^ "Ofcom Broadcast Bulletin - Issue number 217"(PDF). Ofcom. 5 November 2012. 

206. ^ "9XM returns to Sky Digital EPG". BizAsia. 8 November 2012. Archived from the. 
original on 14 November 2012. 

207. ^ "SAMAA TV to launch on Sky Digital this month". BizAsia. 17 October 2012. 
Archived from the original on 20 October 2012. 

208. ^ "ABP News exits UK market; welcomes Star Jalsha". BizAsia. 22 November 2012. 
Archived from the originalon 30 November 2012. 

209. ^ "Star Jalsha set to replace ABP News in UK?". BizAsia. 14 November 2012. 
Archived from the originalon 17 November 2012. 

210. ^ "Cash-strapped Amrit Bani goes off-air on Sky Digital". BizAsia. 28 November 
2012. Archived from the original on 2 December 2012. 

211. ^ "Licencing Issues force Vision 2 channels off Freeview". a516digital. 30 
November 2012. 

212. ^ "SAC efficiency measures on course to meet targets". S4C. 11 July 2012. 

213. ^ "Mail Travel TV closes down". a516digital. 7 December 2012. 

214. ^ "UMP Stars to cease broadcasting in UK". BizAsia. 18 December 2012. Archived 
from the original on 30 December 2012. 

215. ^ "RTÉ Radio 1 Extra announces end of UK satellite service". a516digital. 21 
January 2013. 

216. ^ "Bluebird fails to fly on Freeview". a516digital. 6 February 2013. 

217. ^ Jump up to:? ? "Sunrise TV & Sunrise Radio removed from Sky EPG". BizAsia. 27 
February 2013. Archived from the original on 2 March 2013. 

218. ^ Jump up to:? ££ "Sunrise Radio pledges for ‘listeners donations'". BizAsia. 30 May 
2013. Archived from the original on 13 June 2013. 

219. ^ "Punjabi Radio goes off on Sky Digital". BizAsia. 8 March 2013. Archived 
from the original on 13 March 2013. 

220. ^ "Box Office 365 no longer available on freesat". Join Freesat. 13 March 2013. 

221: ^ "Kismat Radio removed from Sky Digital". BizAsia. 19 March 2013. Archived 
from the original on 23 March 2013. 

222. ^ "BBC Two HD Channel to launch 26 March". BBC Online. 19 February 2013. 

223. ^ Jump up to:? *- "Sky Movies Disney: new channel to show UK TV film 
premieres". The Guardian. 21 February 2013. 

224. ^ Jump up to:? 2 "Sky Movies: new channels, new line-up". Sky Movies. 4 March 
2013. Archived from the original on 31 March 2013. 

225; ^ Jump up to:? ż £4 "Changes to Discovery channels this month". Entertainment 
Interactive. 24 April 2013. 

226. ^ "The Boutique on Sky Channel 653". The Insert House. Archived from the 
original on 29 June 2013. Retrieved 13 May 2013. 

227. ^ Jump up to:? ? "Shopping channel Pitch TV in administration". abl6digital. 1 May 
2013. 

228. ^ "Geo Tez launches on Sky Digital". BizAsia. 3 May 2013. Archived from the. 
original on 27 September 2015. 

229. ^ Jump up to:? ? "BT bags two Sky EPG slots for sports channels". Cable.co.uk. 20 


November 2012. 


230. ^ "H2 launching Saturday, May 4th". imediamonkey. 19 April 2013. Archived 
from the original on 11 May 2013. 


231. ^ "Bauer Media to launch sister Kiss digital stations and close Q radio". Media 
Week. 1 May 2013. 


232. ^ "Argos TV comes to an end". a516digital. 12 May 2013. 

233. ^ "9XM to leave Sky Digital within days". BizAsia. 22 May 2013. Archived from the. 
original on 9 June 2013. 

234. ^ "CSC to launch Drama channel". a516digital. 21 May 2013. 

235. ^ "Lamhe replaces ZEE Cafe in UK". BizAsia. 10 June 2013. Archived from the. 
original on 13 June 2013. 

236. ^ Jump up to:^ ? “Ravensbourne students launch Freeview channel". Broadcast. 12 
June 2013. 

237. ^ "Exclusive: Sahara One ceases broadcasting in UK". BizAsia. 2 July 2013. 
Archived from the original on 5 July 2013. 

238. ^ "UKTV to close Blighty and launch new Drama channel". Radio Times. 27 June 
2013. 

239. ^ "Freesat: Chart Show Dance replaces Scuzz; The Space closes its doors". 
a516digital. 15 July 2013. 

240. ^ "Hasta la Vista baby...". Babestation Xtreme Producer's Blog. 20 July 2013. 
Archived from the original on 29 July 2013. 

241. ^ "Channel Rebrand". Overnights.tv. 25 June 2013. Kix Power will start BARB 
reporting on 22nd July, 2013. Pop Girl +1 will cease at the end of the broadcast day on 21 
July 2013. 

242. ^ "Leeds United pulls plug on Yorkshire Radio". Radio Today. 30 July 2013. 

243. ^ Jump up to:? ££ "BT Group acquires ESPN's UK and Ireland television channels 
business". BT Group. 25 February 2013. 

244. ^ "End of an era as Smash Hits Radio closes". Radio Today. 5 August 2013. 

245. ^ "TCM 2 to be replaced with TCM +1". Entertainment Interactive. 30 July 2013. 


List of HD channels in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a list of current high definition channels that are available in the United Kingdom, 
together with those coming in the future, and those that have ceased broadcasting. 


All HD channels in the UK broadcast at 1080i, apart from BT Sport Ultimate and Virgin 
TV Ultra HD which are broadcast at 4K." HD channels can dynamically switch between 
1080i/25 and 1080p/25 when broadcast via Freeview HD." 


HD channels[edit] 


Owner/parent Launc 
TETTE HD/upscaled EE, Channel Four Television 2014/07/ 
E SD mix Pam eae ae Corporation 01 
Al Jazeera English HD pde Simulcast | Al Jazeera Media Network zor AU 
SD mix 26 
Alibi HD e a] aea UKTV (BBC Studios) ele Ae 
SD mix 0 
AMC from BT HD HD/upscaled Simuleast AMC Networks 2015/08/ 
cra Fe SD mix International Zone 2 
2 


3 
8 
6 


Animal Planet 4b HD/upscaled mieg: Discovery Networks 2012/02/ 
SD mix Northern Europe 7 

Arirana TV HD 10096 HD Independe Korea International 2016/09/ 

cus LIS di nt Broadcasting Foundation 2 

HD/upscaled | Simulcast# 2010/11/ 
BBC One HD SD à 03 

BBC One Northern Ireland | HD/upscaled Simulcast 2012/10/ 
HD" 2 SD mix 24 

BBC One Scotland HD"! HB /upscaled Simulcast 2015/91) 
SD mix 14 

BBC One Wales Hp» | "D/upscaled | ci last a 
SD mix 29 


Owner/parent Launc 
2013/03/ 
26 
2018/11/ 
2 
2018/11/ 
2013/12/ 


9 
9 
0 
0 
4 
4 


Em E 
SD mix 
BBC Two Northern Ireland HD/upscaled Simulcast BBC 
HD"? SD mix 
BBC Two Wales Hpe« | FD/upscaled | ciuicast BBC 
SD mix 
BBC Four HD HD/üpscaled | “simulcast BBC 
SD mix al 
BBC News HD Be pscaed Simulcast BBC 20132] 
SD mix 1 
BBC Scotland HD FP. | et less BBC ZO oe 
SD mix 
Bloomberg HD pee Simulcast Bloomberg L.P. DU MCA 
SD mix 01 
Boomerang HD HD/upscaled Simulcast Turner Broadcasting 2015/06/ 
System 
SD mix ; 2 
Europe (WarnerMedia) 
BoxNation HD 10096 HD Live events Nation Media 20192 
only T5 
HD/upscaled ^ 2013/08/ 
BI sport 1 HD : 
BT Sport 1 HD SD mix Simulcast BT Group 


2 
2 


pes a 
company 

BT Sport 2 HD Dip sce ce BT Group 2013/08/ 

SD mix 
BT Sport 3 HD HDIUpseaied BT Group 2015/08/ 

SD mix 
BT Sport Box Office HD 100% HD usi xs BT Group 2018/04/ 
BT Sport Box Office2 HD | 100% HD | "dePende BT Group 2019/11/ 
BT Sport ESPN HD Doa BT Group 2009/08/ 


BT Sport Extra 1HD | "D/uPscaled | Simulcast BT Group 2015/07] 
SD mix 

BT Sport Extra 2 HD ue Simulcast BT Group 2015/07/ 
SD mix 

BT Sport Extra 3 HD PIM eI BT Group 2015/07/ 
SD mix 

BT Sport Extra 4 HD Bones BT Group 2015/07/ 


HD/upscaled 2015/07/ 


BT Sport Extra 5 HD Simulcast BT Group 


SD mix 


BT Sport Extra 6 HD HD/upscaled BT Group 2015/07/ 


N N N N N © C [= 2) o 


BT Sport Ultimate 


Cartoon Network HD 


CNBC Europe HD 


10096 UHD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


Separate 
schedule 


Simulcast 


Owner/parent 
company 


BT Group 


Turner Broadcasting 
System 
Europe (WarnerMedia) 


China Central Television 


Channel Four Television 
Corporation 


Channel Four Television 
Corporation 


Viacom International 
Media Networks Europe 


Universal Networks 
International (NBCUniversal) 


Launc 
h date 


2 
2015/08/ 

0 
2011/09/ 


2013/12/ 


9 
4 
0 
0 
0 


1 
1 
2013/12/ 
al 
2019/03/ 
1 
2007/12/ 
1 
2014/07/ 
01 
2010/07/ 
13 


2019/03/ 
01 


il 
T 


CNN International HD HD/upscaled Turner Broadcasting 2016/06/ 


Owner/parent Launc 
System 


Colors HD E IpscalSd sc inmulcast Viacom 18 EE WIS 

SD mix 1 

Paramount UK 

Comedy Central HD mir nd Simulcast Partnership (Paramount IUS 

SD mix Lo 0 

British Pictures/Sky) 
Create & Craft HD Houpsealeg Ideal Shopping Direct plc UE 
SD mix 
at 


r NC HD/upscaled A+E Networks UK (A+E 2008/11/ 
g : 
Crime + Investigation HD SD mix Simulcast Networks/Sky) 0 


8 
4 
9 
3 
5 
0 
3 
2 
5 


2 
Dave HD ED Simulcast UKTV (BBC Studios) 20 d 
SD mix 
Daystar HD 10096 HD ae Daystar TV Network iru 
HD/upscaled , Discovery Networks 2006/05/ 
Discovery HD 1 


f HD/upscaled Disney Channels 2011/09/ 
Dısney Channel HD : 5 
Disney Channel HD SD mix Simulcast EEEE 1 


HD/upscaled ER Disney Channels 2013/04/ 
SD mix Worldwide 09 


Disney XD HD HD/upscaled Disney Channels 2010/10/ 


Disney Junior HD 


Channel name Content Type Qunerpsrent Faure 
company h date 
oE UR ed Simulcast NBCUniversal 2012 /10/ 
SD mix 0 


8 
8 
8 


1 
HD/upscaled I Channel Four Television | 2009/12/ 
; Simulcast . 
SD mix Corporation 1 
e eat simulcast UKTV (BBC Studios) AUTONO, 
SD mix 0 
eir Sport 1 HD"?! Tr Simulcast i zore 9E 
SD mix al 
0 


HD/upscaled : Discovery Networks 2012/07/ 
Eurosport. 1 HD SD mix Northern Europe 2 


4 
4 
5 
5 
3 
0 


susan ei HD/upscaled Im SET Discovery Networks 2012/09/ 
SD mix Northern Europe 
Film4 HD HD/upscaled Seat Channel Four Television 2010/07/ 
laurum EE SD mix Corporation 2 
HD/upscaled A Disney Channels 2008/04/ 
Fox HD SD mix Worldwide 2 


France 24 English HD HD MC coi Mdnucpsnee France Médias Monde Etc 
SD mix nt 28 
France 24 French HD HD/upscaled Independe France Médias Monde 2018/01/ 


om 


Iran International HD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


100% HD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 


‘nee 
‘nae 
E 
€ 
m 
Independe 
nt 
Independe 
nt 
one 


Owner/parent 


company 


Premier Media S.à r.l. 


UKTV (BBC Studios) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E 


Networks/Sky) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E 


Networks/Sky) 


Ideal Shopping Direct plc 


TV Entertainment Reality 


Network 


Global Media Circulating 


ITV Digital Channels 


Ltd (ITV plc) 


ITV Digital Channels 


Launc 
h date 
2018/09/ 
2 
2017/10/ 
02 
2006/10/ 
2 
205/127 
0 
2019/09/ 
2 
2016/04/ 
0 
2018/04/ 
0 
2008/06/ 
0 


2010/10/ 
07 
2010/11/ 


1 
5 
6 
1 
3 
5 
3 
7 


Channel name Content Type Owner/parent Launc 
company h date 


un i 
HD/upscaled : ITV Digital Channels 2010/11/ 

I4 HD SD mix Ltd (ITV plc) al 
HD/upscaled ! ITV Digital Channels 2014/11/ 

HXBe HD SD mix Ltd (ITV plc) 19 
ITV Box Office HD 10096 HD Independe ITV Digital Channels 2017/02/ 

nt Ltd (ITV plc) 04 
LFCTV HD HD/upscaled Independe hiverspalee 2014/10/ 

T SD mix nt =iverpoo! t. 

4 


5 
5 
8 
1 
3 


2 

€ HD/upscaled : A+E Networks UK (A+E 2013/11/ 
Lifetime HD SD mix Networks/Sky) 0 

Love Nature HD pU Cue Simulcast Blue Ant Media PU AU 
SD mix 2 

Loveworld TV HD Dips ce eu epee Loveworld Ltd CU EDS 
SD mix nt 1 

More4 HD HD/upscaled Simuleset Channel Four Television 2013/02/ 

ariel SD mix Corporation 04 
HD/upscaled p Viacom International 2012/02/ 
Toc SD mix Media Networks Europe 
MTV Live HD 10096 HD Independe Viacom International 2008/12/ 


Channel name 


MUTV HD 


National Geographic 
Channel HD 


National Geographic Wild 


HD 


NHK World HD 


Nick Jr. HD 


Nickelodeon HD 


Paramount Network HD 


Premier Sports 1 HD 


Premier Sports 2 HD 


Content 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


100% HD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 


Type 


nt 


Simulcast 


Simulcast 


Simulcast 


Independe 
nt 


Simulcast 


Simulcast 


Simulcast 


Independe 
nt 


Independe 


Owner/parent 
company 


Media Networks Europe 


Manchester United F.C. 


NGC-UK 
Partnership (National 
Geographic Society/Disney 
Channels Worldwide) 


NGC-UK 
Partnership (National 
Geographic Society/Disney 
Channels Worldwide) 


zZ 
I 
^ 


Nickelodeon UK (Viacom 
International Media Networks 
Europe/Sky) 


Nickelodeon UK (Viacom 
International Media Networks 
Europe/Sky) 


Viacom International 
Media Networks Europe 


Premier Media S.à r.l. 


Premier Media S.à r.l. 


Launc 
h date 


16 


2014/07/ 
14 


2006/05/ 
22 


2009/04/ 
01 


2011/05/ 
09 


2016/07/ 
05 


2010/10/ 
05 


2018/07/ 
21 


2015/07/ 
20 


2019/03/ 


Owner/parent Launc 
MEME (97 
HD/upscaled " Discovery Networks 2018/08/ 
HD/upscaled ? : 2015/04/ 
Q : Q p 
VC HD SD mix urate Retail Grou 21 
HD/upscaled ; : 2015/04/ 
QVC Beauty HD i 
VC Beauty HD SD mix Simulcast Qurate Retail Group 21 
Racing TV HD pedi Simulcast Racing UK Ltd 20d 
SD mix 0 
RecordTV HD 100% HD Bo S Record TV Network pen 10 
RT UK HD HDApsea edo cimulcast (ANO) TV-Novosti eI 
SD mix 
RTÉ2 HDi HD/upscaled TI Simulcast | Raidió Teilitie Éireann | 401495 
SD mix 16 
S4C HD HDiUpscaled | Simulcast SAC Authority 2016/06/ 
SD mix 06 


F HD/upscaled ; 2011/02/ 


3 
7 
0 
19 


Channel name Content Type Qunerpsrent Fanne 
company h date 

em 

Sky Cinema Action HD | 100% HD: e Eu 

Sky Cinema Comedy HD 100% HDma 

Sky Cinema Disney HD 100% HD'*s > 


Sky Cinema Drama HD 100% HDma 


2008/10/ 
15 
2013/03/ 

8 
2008/10/ 
08 
2008/10/ 
15 
2008/10/ 
08 
2006/05/ 
22 
2008/03/ 
20 


2008/10/ 
15 


2013/03/ 


Sky Cinema Greats HD 100% HDs 
Sky Cinema Hits HD 10096 HD'^s 
Sky Cinema Premiere HD 10096 HD'*s 


Pone E 100% HDes | Simulcast 
Horror HD 
Sky Cinema Select HD 10096 HD'^s 


p 
Sky Cinema Family HD 10096 HDs 


Channel name Content Owner/parent Launc 
company h date 
Sky Cinema Thriller HD 100% HDi s d 
Sky Crime HD HD/upscaled | Simulcast 2019/10/ 
SD mix 1 


0 

Sky Intro Channel HD 10096 HD ou 
0 
2 


2 
Sky News HD 10096 HD 
Sky Sports Action HD SR E 
Sky Sports Arena HD TE 
Sky Sports Box Office HD 10096 HD 


A HD/upscaled f 2006/07/ 
Sky Sports Cricket HD SD mix 31 
Sky Sports Extra HD HD/upscaled 2017/07/ 


Channel name 


Sky Sports F1 HD 


Sky Sports Football HD 


Sky Sports Golf HD 


Sky Sports Main Event HD 


Sky Sports Mix HD 


Sky Sports News HD 


Sky Sports Premier 
League HD 


Sky Sports Racing HD 


Sky Witness HD 


Smithsonian Channel HD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


10096 HD 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 
SD mix 


HD/upscaled 


Owner/parent 
company 


Sky/Arena Racing 
Company 


SNI/SI Networks LLC 


Launc 

h date 

2012/03/ 
0 


8 
8 


2010/04/ 
2 

2006/05/ 
22 

2016/08/ 
2 

2010/08/ 
23 

2014/08/ 
12 

2018/12/ 
13 


2009/10/ 
06 


2019/02/ 


1 
9 
2017/07/ 
ak 
9 
4 


Owner/parent Launc 
Channel name 
company h date 
BEEN 
y i * . . H 
zug Enn lE Docent EDEN Simulcast Sony Pictures Television 201 7/08/ 
Television HD SD mix 0 
Sony Max HD BIENES Simulcast Sony Pictures Television DEDI 
SD mix 0 
Star Gold HD HD/upscaled | simulcast | Starindia (The Walt Disney | 2017/12/ 
SD mix Company India) 0 
Star Plus HD HD/upscaled | Simulcast | Star India (The walt Disney | 2012/07/ 
SD mix Company India) 0 


2 
1 
1 
6 
5 
6 
6 
B 


STV HD^s HD/upscaled | Simulcast EUM 2010/06/ 
SD mix 0 
yfy HD/upscaled Universal Networks 2009/01/ 
-= SD mix International (NBCUniversal) 2 
Turner Broadcasting 
TCM Movies HD RE Simulcast System 2012/09/ 
SD mix 04 
Europe (WarnerMedia) 
TG4 HD"? Ho/upsealeg Simulcast Teilifís na Gaeilge ee 
SD mix 0 


HD/upscaled mmie: Discovery Networks 2013/04/ 
SD mix Northern Europe 30 


TRT World HD HD/upscaled Turkish Radio and 2017/05/ 


TLC HD 


Owner/parent Launc 


Channel name Content Type company h date 
SD mix Television Corporation 02 
Universal TV HD HD/upscaled SUISSE Universal Heinonues 2010/06/ 
DD a a CE a SD mix International (NBCUniversal) 28 
- HD/upscaled 2010/10/ 
UTV HD?! SD mix Simulcast ITV plc 05 
Vice HD Seas) simulcast Vice TV UK Ltd Bop 
SD mix 11 
Virgin TV Ultra HD 100% UHD puc Virgin Media (Liberty Global) rad 
W HD EI dus Simulcast UKTV (BBC Studios) FOTUT 
SD mix 12 
Zee Cinema HD HD/upscaled Aee: Zee Entertainment 2018/09/ 
SD mix Enterprises 03 
ZooMoo HD HD/upscaled Independe A MEI 2018/07/ 
-a SD mix nt 21 


Notes[edit] 


^ Not regional programmes 


. ^ Jump up to:? ? Scotland only 
. ^ Jump up to:2 4 Wales only 


^ England, Wales and Scottish Borders only 


ouBRUNMD 


occasional upscaled SD broadcast where a HD source is not available 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "BT Ultra HD (4K TV)". BT. Sport Ultra HD was the UK's first Ultra HD channel and it's 
exclusive to BT TV. 

2. ^ Jane McEntegart (23 May 2011). "BBC HD Begins Broadcasting in 1080p". Tom's 
Hardware - via Engadget. Feature of the Freeview HD spec that allows the broadcaster to 
dynamically select between 1080p / 25fps and 1080i / 25fps transmission. 
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e Sky - Box Sets 


e Virgin Media - What can | watch in HD? 
e "Channels". Astra. 


List of Islamic television and radio 
Stations in the United Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The first Islamic television channel to launch in the United Kingdom"! was MTA Muslim 
TV. This set the foundation for the Islamic television channels available today. All the 
channels are available via Sky and Freesat. Some of these channels are also available in 
the Republic of Ireland. However, Islamic radio stations have been available on a local 
basis throughout the UK since the 1990s even though these were on a temporary 
licence for the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. 


In July 2009, ILM Radio launched,” making it the first Islamic radio station to launch 
nationwide in the UK. 


Television networksiedit] 


Name Language(s) vapor Type Notes 
Bethat TV Urdu January Islam This is an educational TV 
2017 channel for propagating high 


standard education, arranging 
Islamic and Academic sciences 
broadcast, propagating Unity 
among Muslims, enhancing 
public awareness against the 
social evils and enlightening 


MTA Muslim TV 


MTA 2 


Islam Channel 


Noor TV 


ARY QTV 


Madani Channel 


Peace TV 


Arabic/Bangla/ 
English/ 
French/German/In 
donesian/ 
Turkish/Urdu 


Urdu/German 


English 


English/Urdu 


English/Urdu / 
Punjabi 


English/Urdu / 
Bangla 


English 


January 
1994") 


April 
2004") 


December 
2004" 


October 
20065 


Septembe 
r 2003 


Septembe 
r 2007" 


Septembe 
r 2007 


Ahmadiyy 
a 


Ahmadiyy 
a 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


and raising the standard of 
public sense. 


First Islamic television channel 
in the UK. Available throughout 
the world. For many of the 
programmes, there are 
translations available, mainly in 
English, Arabic, French, 
German, Bengali and Turkish. 


Available in Europe via Hotbird 
7A. 


Third Islamic television channel 
in the UK. Available throughout 
UK and Western Europe via 
Eurobird. Available throughout 
Europe and Middle East via 
Hotbird 6 and throughout Africa 
via Eutelsat Sesat and Eutelsat 
WA. 


Programmes approximately 
7096 Urdu, 2096 English and 
1096 Other. Based on Sufi 
principles of Sunni Islam. 


Owned by Zakir Naik. First 
launched as English and Urdu 
language channel; in 2009, a 


Peace TV Urdu 


Peace TV Bangla 


IQRA TV (IQRA 
BANGLA)UK 


Velayet 


Hidayat TV 


Ahlebait TV 


Ahlulbayt TV 


Fadak 


Shia TV Online 


Urdu 


Bangla 


English/Urdu 


English/Urdu 


Urdu/English 


Urdu/Persian 


English 


English/Arabic/ 
Persian/French 


Urdu 


July 2009 


July 2009 


April 
20095 


2007 


February 
2009 


Septembe 
r 2009 


July 2010 


February 
2011 


August 
2014 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


Sunni 
Islam 


Shia Islam 


Shia Islam 


Shia Islam 


Shia Islam 


Shia Islam 


Shia Islam 


separate Urdu language 
channel launched. 


Owned by Zakir Naik. Urdu 
version of the English Peace TV 
channel. 


Owned by Zakir Naik. Bangla 
version of the English Peace TV 
channel. 


IQRA TV (IQRA Bangla) 
(including Iqra bangla) is 
owned and run by Al-Khair 
Foundation under the 
supervision of Imam Qasim. 
Mainly in English but also runs 
some Bangali and Urdu 
programming. Has strong links 
with PEACE TV and recently 
hosted the Al-Khair Peace 
convention jointly in UK. On 
Sky in the UK and can be 
received in Europe via Eurobird 
ils 


Based on Islamic teachings 
from the family of Muhammad. 


Started by Sheikh Yasser Al- 
Habib. 


Based on Islamic teachings 
from the family of Muhammad. 


An Islamic entertainment 
channel covering all types of 
Sunni Islamic teachings. 


November | Sunni 


Ummah Channel | English/Urdu 2009" Islam 


Owned by Dawateislami. The 


December | Sunni channel emphasises the 


Madani Channel English/Urdu 


BUS on lifestyle of Muhammad. 
Owned and run by the Sultan 
Bahu Trust. Based on Sufi 
Takbeer TV Urdu February Sunni principles of Sunni Islam. 
2010 Islam 
Madani channel December 
2009 Sunni Islam Owned And 
Run by Dawateislami. Sky 828. 
f August Sunni 
Paigham TV Urdu/Pashto 2011 islam 
BNSW TV is an Islamic Channel. 
TEE This Channel Is Based On 
February ; Islam,Quran And Hadith. Our 
LAO: UH 2016 ipe Mission Is To Spread Islam. 
BNSW TV Shows Islamic 
Programs. 
British Muslim TV | English June 2014 unn) 
Islam 
Muhammadiya 
TV/Napoleon TV/AI EnalighiUrdu Full launch | Sunni Micro channels broadcasting via 
Hira TV/Nasheed g TBA Islam Up & Coming TV” channel. 
TV 
iPlus TV Urdu April 2015 | Sunni iPlus TV? India's first official 
Islam Islamic TV Satellite Channel 


registered with Ministry of 
Information & Broadcastingand 
with a valid 
uplinking/downlinking 
permission and approval and is 
being uplinked from Delhi to 
Insat 4A @83°E. iPlus TV relays 
high quality digital programs 
using latest high end 


technology. Interviews, talks, 
discussions & lectures with well 
known National & International 
Social, Political, Business, 
Educational, Religious, Sports & 
Government personalities so 
that the society benefits from 
their deep knowledge and rich 
experience and clarify 
misconceptions about Islam and 
Muslims promoting peace, 
harmony and brotherhood is an 
integral part of iPlus TV. For 
more info visit iPlus TV website 


HTV Urdu 2011 Suma HTvez 
Islam 


First Islamic 24 Hrs Satellite 
Channel from India to get uplink 
& downlink license from 
government of India in the year 
2012. Channel WIN is available 
on intelsat 20 (IS-20) and can 
be seen in Asia including Far 
East, Middle East, Africa, 
Urdu/English/ Nov 2012 Islamic Australia and Europe. We are 
Gujarati/Bengali Channel also on following DTH platform 
Tata Sky - Channel 1176, Airtel 
Digital TV - Channel 686, 
Videocon d2h - Channel 793, 
Dish TV - Channel 1113. Roku 
set top box for Europe and 
Jadoo set top box for 
America.For more details 
visit Channel WIN website 


Channel WIN 
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* Islamic Radio Stations 


e iPlus TV 

e Raah TV 

e ZadTV 

e iTV SA 

e Raham TV 


e Voice Of Islam TV 

e Al Dawah.tv TV 

e ATN Islamic TV 

e TV One UK 

e BNSW TV 

e Paigham TV 

e Zainabia Channel 

e MTA Muslim TV 

e Message TV 

e Azaan TV 

e Al-Resala 

e Al Kawthar TV 

e Al Hekmah tv 

e Al Watan TV 

e Assirat TV 

e Al Resalah TV 

e Quran Hidayah Urdu 
e Alerta TV Channel 

e Al Athar TV Channel 
e Al Athar TV Channel 
e Al Eman TV 

e Al- Hebait TV 

e Hidayat TV 

e Labbaik TV 

e Nisha TV 


Ahad TV 

Islam Channel Urdu 
British Muslim TV 
Islam TV Urdu 

Noor TV 

Iman - TV 

Imaan - TV 

Ahl - Al Quran TV 
Takbeer Tv 

Eman Channel 
Madani Channel 
Shia TV Online 
Safeer TV 

Peace TV 

Peace TV Urdu 
Peace TV Bangla 
Minhaj UI Quran TV 
Iqra TV 

Iqraa TV 

Ummah Channel 
Ahle Bait TV 
Hidayat TV 

AL Qayim TV Network 
Zee Salaam 

Quran Tazkiah 

Al Athar TV 

Maaref tv 

4shbab Quran Al-Karem TV 
Makkah TV / Channel 
Rodja TV 

Ammar TV / Channel 
Al Afasy Quran Channel 
Al Majd Hadith TV 
Al-Majd Quran TV 
Al-Majd Quran TV 
Tarawih TV 

Guide US TV 
Ashbab TV2 

Al Hafez TV 

Al Nada TV 

Al Afasy TV 
Al-Ansar 

Al-Eman 

Al-Hekmah 
Al-Khalijiah 
Al-Ma3ali 

Al-Majd 

Al-Nas 


e Al Rahmah TV 


e Al-Rasheed 

e Al-Resalah 

e Al-Zaytouna TV 
e Amgad TV 

e Anasheed 

e Bedaya 

e Daleel 


e |bn Othaimeen TV 
e Ibn Othaimeen TV 


e Safaa 

e Safaa 

e Tayba 

e Salaam TV 

e Wesal TV 

e AL-HIJRAH TV 
e Noor TV 


e Channel Islam international 

e Makkah Live 

e Madinah Live 

e Quran TV Channel 

e Madani Channel 

e ARY QTV 

e Durood TV 

e Assalam TV 

e AL Huda TV Channel 

e Huda TV Channel 

e Haq TV Network 

e [http:// Islam TV ] 

e Muslim Ummah TV 

e El-Quran El-Karim 

e Buzzislam Radio: Listen Reflect Share 
e Radio Quran 

e Abu Dhabi Quran Kareem 

e Voice of Islam 

e Ummah FM 

e [http:// Saudi Arabian Radio Quran] 
e [http:// Holy Quran Radio 106.1] 

e [http:// Radio Kuwait Quran Programme] 
e [http:// Qatar Radio Holy Quran] 

e HTV 


Digital terrestrial television in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


Main article: Digital terrestrial television 


Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom encompasses over 100 
television, radio and interactive services broadcast via the United Kingdom's terrestrial 
television network and receivable with a standard television set. The majority of digital 
terrestrial television (DTT) services, including the five former analogue channels, are 
broadcast free-to-air, and a further selection of encrypted pay TV services (such as BT 
Sport) are also available. 


Freeview is the only DTT service since Top Up TV closed in 2013. BT TV offers only BT 
Sport on DTT and their other services are carried via IPTV signals. 


The digital broadcasting technology adopted in the UK is the DVB-T system (Digital 
Video Broadcasting - Terrestrial) carrying compressed digital audio, video and other 
data in a combined transport stream, using COFDM modulation. A total of eight national 
and one local 'multiplexes' are broadcast in the UK, guaranteed to reach over 90% of 
the country. Three of the multiplexes, carrying the free public service channels 
operated by the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, SAC and Channel 5, are guaranteed wider 
coverage still, reaching 98.596 of the country including areas dependent on low-power 
local relays." 


In the UK, the switchover from analogue to digital TV started on 17 October 2007 and 
was completed on 24 October 2012. Each group of regional transmitters had its 
analogue broadcasts switched off at a certain point between those dates. 


Receiving and recording[edit] 


Digital Terrestrial Television is commonly received by means of a compatible set-top 
box or integrated digital television (IDTV), connected to an appropriate receiving 
antenna. In most cases, reception is possible using aerials originally used for analogue 
television. 


Transmissions may be recorded in many ways - such as via the connection of a set-top- 
box to an existing 'analogue' video or DVD recorder, or by the use of newer models of 
such recorders which have built-in digital tuners. However the most common option is 
by the use of set-top-boxes which incorporate a hard disk drive, and allow the recording 
of the digital signal directly to disk, for later replay. Recording on such boxes, known 

as Personal Video Recorders or PVRs, is more convenient, as programmes may be easily 
selected for recording from an on-screen programme guide, with no need to specify 
explicit start and end times for recordings, and no need to program more than one 
piece of equipment. 


Many television services which incorporate DTT channels in their service offering - e.g. 
Top Up TV, BT TV, and TalkTalk Plus TV, offer set top boxes with such a recording 
facility. Non-subscription DTT PVRs are also available and are often sold under the 
'Freeview-' banner (formerly Freeview Playback.) 


There also exist a variety of solutions to enable the viewing and recording of DTT 
programmes on personal computers, with various TV cards or USB tuners available for 
use with a variety of software packages, including MythTV and Windows Media Center. 
Most cards or tuners include their own software in the package also. 


Features[edit] 


Digital Terrestrial Television provides many more channels. For some viewers it offers 
much improved reception compared to analogue broadcasts (although these had been 
entirely discontinued in the UK by 2012), including 16:9 anamorphic widescreen. A 
number of interactive services are also offered. 


An eight-day Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) is available and allows viewers to see 
programme descriptions and broadcast times well in advance. PVRs will make use of 
this facility allowing recording timers to be set. This Eight-Day EPG was not an original 
feature of the Digital Terrestrial system, therefore some early receivers, such as 
receivers originally made to operate with the ONdigital service, will only display details 
of 'now and next' programme information. 


A fourteen-day Top Up TV EPG was an alternative which was available to TUTV-branded 
PVRs. 


History[edit] 
Development and launchieait] 


Digital terrestrial television launched in the UK on 15 November 1998, just after digital 
satellite television on 1 October 1998. The technology required that the UK government 
license the broadcast of channels in six groups, or multiplexes (abbreviated to 'mux') 
labelled 1, 2, A, B, C, and D.” 


The Independent Television Commission (ITC) allocated each existing analogue 
terrestrial channel half the capacity of a multiplex each. This meant the BBC got a 
multiplex to themselves (Multiplex 1), ITV and Channel 4 shared Multiplex 2 (though 
3903! of the capacity was given to Teletext Ltd.) and Channel 5 and S4C shared Multiplex 
A. The remaining spectrum (Multiplexes B, C and D) was then auctioned off. A 
consortium made up of Granada and Carlton (members of the ITV network, which have 
now merged to form ITV plc) and BSkyB successfully bid for these licences, and set-up 
the subscription ONdigital service, though BSkyB left the consortium prior to launch. 


The BBC made some use of its multiplex for three of its then four new television 
services; BBC Choice (which had started on 23 September 1998 with four national 
variations), BBC News 24 and BBC Parliament (albeit in sound only). ITV initially used 
their space to house ITV2 (from 7 December 1998) in England and Wales, You2 (later 
UTV2) in Northern Ireland and S2 in Scotland (now both ITV2), as well as GMTV2 during 
the early mornings. Channel 4 used their space for subscription 

channels FilmFour and E4 which, although not part of ONdigital, would be paid for and 
were only available through an ONdigital subscription. Channel 4's nationwide coverage 
on 'mux' 2 enabled it to be received terrestrially throughout much of Wales for the first 
time in its history, where previously only SAC had been available. Consequently, SAC's 
digital service, 'S4C Digidol' carries only Welsh-language programming, in contrast to 
S4C analogue which also carries English-language programmes commissioned and 
transmitted by Channel 4 in other parts of the UK. 


Channel 5 sold its half of Multiplex A to the owners of the other half of the multiplex, 
S4C, who set up a subsidiary called S4C Digital Networks (SDN) to manage the multiplex 
and rented most of it out to ONdigital as well as some space to the BBC who 

launched BBC Knowledge on 1 June 1999, at a time when technical capabilities limited 
the number of stations it could carry on its own multiplex. S4C chose not to carry S4C 
Digidol and its newly launched digital Welsh Assembly station, S4C2 outside Wales, 


preferring to sell the space instead. Consequently, some ONdigital services were not 
available on Welsh transmitters. 


While the BBC was seemingly concerned with delivering a service of good technical 
quality, other broadcasters chose to deliver a larger number of channels rather than 
optimise service reliability and picture quality.“ 


ITV Digital [edit] 
Main article: ITV Digital 


ONdigital had problems from the start, and renaming the service ITV Digital on 11 July 
2001 failed to help the matter. All subscription services except E4 and FilmFour went 
off-air on 1 May 2002 after the consortium collapsed, explained as being due to paying 
too much for the television rights for The Football League. However, the choice of 
64QAM broadcast mode, the fact that at least 40% of homes would need new aerials to 
receive it, a high churn rate, an insecure hackable encryption system, the cost of having 
to provide free set-top boxes, and aggressive competition from BSkyB all contributed to 
ITV Digital's spiraling costs, before shareholders Granada and Carlton called a halt to 
the venture. 


Freeview(cait] 
Main article: Freeview (UK) 


As ITV Digital had collapsed, the rights reverted to the regulator and the ITC invited bids 
for the space on Multiplexes B, C and D. The Freeview consortium was formed by the 
BBC, transmitter company National Grid Wireless (known at the time as Crown Castle 
UK) and BSkyB. This consortium (legal name DTV Services Ltd and trading under the 
"Freeview" brand) won and launched a new service. Dropping the failed ITV Digital 
business model, Freeview launched on 30 October 2002 with free television channels 
only, and made digital radio stations available on television receivers for the first time. 
The BBC controlled one Multiplex (B) for its own services, and Crown Castle/National 
Grid the other two (C & D) for commercial services, though the Community Channel also 
operated on Multiplex B. The BBC's second multiplex has allowed it to televise BBC 
Parliament where it had previously only been available in sound, allowed BBC 
Knowledge and its successor, BBC4, to stop renting space from SDN for coverage, and 
allowed for special video screens in its interactive service BBCi, for use during sporting 
events such as Wimbledon and carrying loops of news headlines and weather, (services 
already provided on digital satellite) 


On 11 October 2005, ITV plc and Channel 4 joined the Freeview consortium and in the 
same year ITV plc also bought SDN and as such they gained control of Multiplex A. 


Top Up TV edit] 
Main article: Top Up TV 


The space ITV Digital had rented on other multiplexes initially became empty again, but 
some were rented out to allow new channels to launch. In May 2004 Top Up TV was 
launched to provide subscription content in hitherto unused space on multiplex A, 
rented from Channel 5^! and additional services transmitted by Channel 4 on their own 
capacity on Multiplex 2. 


TCM purchased its own slot throughout England, Scotland and Northern Ireland from the 
multiplex owner, SDN, but rents from Sit-up Ltd in Wales, timesharing with bid tv. 
Multiplex A is ultimately owned by ITV Plc via its SDN acquisition, but ITV only has 


involvement with Top Up TV channels via Channel 5.3! In September of the same year, 
Top Up TV began operating solely on Multiplex A, as Channel 4 reclaimed 
the bandwidth on Multiplex 2 for its own services More 4, E4, and most recently Film4. 


In October 2006, Channel 5 launched two new free-to-air digital channels, Five 

Life and Five US, using capacity formerly leased out to Top Up TV. This left Top Up TV 
with a reduced number of video streams. In November 2006, the company 

launched Top Up TV Anytime, a service which broadcasts overnight "downloads" which 
are recorded by a proprietary Top Up TV Anytime personal video recorder (PVR). At the 
same time, they started reducing the linear service. 


On 19 April 2006, Ofcom ruled that, on request of each multiplex operator, the 'free-to- 
air channels only' requirement put in place at the launch of Freeview in 2002 may be 
lifted on Multiplex B, C and D. The effect of this ruling is that if a Mux operator requests 
the restriction to be lifted, their multiplex may carry pay TV services. Ofcom says that 
the digital television market has changed significantly since 2002. Consequently, it 
believes that this restriction is no longer required. 


During the consultation, 9 of the 12 responses from broadcasters were in favour of 
removing the restriction. These included the BBC. The BBC agreed that the digital 
television market had changed substantially since 2002, and that Top Up TV probably 
couldn't afford the current cost of DTT slots anyway. The BBC suggested that the 
deregulation should be conditional on a number of further changes to regulation. These 
included that Ofcom changes the transmission mode of broadcast on all multiplexes 
from 16QAM to 64QAM so more services could be squeezed onto the digital terrestrial 
platform. However, Ofcom rejected these suggestions, saying they were outside the 
scope of the consultation. 


Out of the three that opposed, one was Channel 4, which has been putting in place a 
portfolio of free-to-air channels, among them Film4 which was made free-to-air across 
all platforms on 23 July 2006. Channel 4 argued that the number of free channels 
available has been the major driving force behind the massive success of the platform - 
there are now more than 10 million Freeview boxes in use. 


A number of broadcasters requested that their replies were kept confidential. These 
include ITV and BSkyB. However, it is believed that ITV opposed the plan and BSkyB 
supported it. In addition to replies from broadcasters, there were 21 replies from 
individuals. Of these, 20 opposed the change. 


The channels on Multiplexes B, C and D are those owned by the Freeview consortium 
and include the three Sky channels on the platform and the UKTV channels. However, 
Ofcom believes that in the short to medium term, it is unlikely existing free-to-air 
channels will convert to pay TV. This is because, firstly, Multiplex B is run by the BBC, 
which is not expected to request the removal of the free-to-air requirement. Secondly, 
due to the nature of the contracts the channel broadcasters hold with multiplex 
operators and content providers, it is unlikely a channel will be able to change to pay 
TV. 


It was announced on 8 February 2007 that BSkyB intended to withdraw Sky Three, Sky 
News and Sky Sports News from the platform in the summer of 2007. BSkyB had said 
that it intended to replace them with 4 of its subscription channels. It also said that it 
would use an alternative (MPEG4) codec, which would enable a greater number of 
channels to be broadcast, but would require the purchase of new equipment for those 
who wished to receive the new service.“ On 6 October 2007 Ofcom said that the plans 
for a new subscription service raised competition concerns and may have to be 
scrapped." 


2008 update causing failures(edit] 


During 2008, a rolling programme of transmitter updates caused approximately 
250,000 set-top boxes to stop working altogether. Freeview had warned consumers in 
advance of the update, which was phased over a three-month period.2:s The problem 
affected a specific range of older units, and was caused by an increased Network 
Information Table (channel list) exceeding the memory available in some set-top boxes. 
This had been part of the specification that was available and implemented in the very 
early OnDigital boxes, but not in those using the SetPal chip set.24 Affected consumers 
were advised to buy new set-top boxes. 


Affected models are: 


e Digital recorders: 
e TiVo Series1 
o Daewoo DS608P 
e Digital boxes: 
o Daewoo SV900 
o Labgear DTT100 
o Portland DP100 
o Triax DVB2000T 


Some other models and televisions also require an over-air download for correct 
operation. 


Digital switchover[edit] 


2010-2011 
2008-2009 


— 


2009 


2009-2010 


2010 
2009 


2010-]^.— 


[| Switchover complete 


For full list of dates, see digital switchover dates in the United Kingdom. 
Summary[edit] 


The UK Government's intention was that digital terrestrial television would 
completely replace analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom by 24 
October 2012. This process was known as "Digital Switchover", or DSO. The industry 
association for digital television in the UK, Digital TV Group, was responsible for co- 
ordination between Freeview and other digital services. DTG licensed suitable 
equipment to bear the Digital Tick and Freeview Playback Logos!# to identify PVRs 
and other devices designed to work through switchover, and to raise awareness of 


DTT product quality and standards. Digital terrestrial television is broadcast using 
the DVB-T international standard for standard definition content and DVB-T2 for high 


definition content. 


The digital switchover process involved discontinuing analogue terrestrial TV 
broadcasts, which in some areas allowed for greater signal strength and/or better 
coverage of digital multiplexes. The process concluded on 24 October 2012, when 
digital switchover completed in Northern Ireland (the same day as the Republic of 
Ireland also completed its digital switchover). 


In areas where analogue signals had terminated, older receiving equipment was 
likely to require replacement or upgrade. This process was subsidised by the UK 
Government for those on low incomes. Contracts for this operation were awarded to 
BSkyB in the Border Television region. Upgrading of analogue receiving equipment 
required a Freeview set-top box (or other DVB-T capable digital receiver). Where an 
analogue TV recording device was in use this ideally would require a separate 
Freeview set-top box, to replicate the previous functionality of recording and 
watching different programme sources. 


History[edit] 


The progress towards digital switchover in the UK was long. The then Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and Sport, Chris Smith, announced in 1999 that the 
Government's intention was to achieve switchover "between 2006 and 2010". Work 
started in earnest with the setting up of the Digital Action Plan, a body working 
across industry, government and consumer groups to advise on the best way to 
meet the switchover target date. 


By 2003, however, it was becoming clear that switchover could not start by 2006. In 
particular, the decision taken by the International Telecommunication Union to call 
a Regional Radiocommunication Conference to establish a frequency plan for digital 
broadcasting meant that in practice, substantive steps towards switchover would 
need to wait until after the conference's second session, due to be held in May and 
June 2006. 


On 15 September 2005, addressing the Royal Television Society in Cambridge, 
Smith's successor at the DCMS, Tessa Jowell, announced the go-ahead for 
switchover in the UK, coupled with support measures to ensure the disadvantaged 
are not left behind.24 


On the day after Jowell's speech, an independent not-for-profit company, Digital UK, 
was established to co-ordinate the switchover process. Set up by the broadcasters 
and the commercial multiplex operators, Digital UK was required to co-ordinate the 
project and ensure that the public are kept informed about progress. 


Local television broadcasters, including the BBC and ITV, actively encouraged 
viewers to upgrade to digital television. UK broadcasters were also under additional 
pressure to complete migration before the Olympic Games. 


Digital rollouti|eait] 


The British Government gave Ofcom and Digital UK jointly the task of discontinuing 
analogue television broadcasting. The switch-off occurred on an ITV sub-region 
basis.» In March 2005, a technical trial in Ferryside, Wales, resulted in viewers 
losing three out of the four available analogue channels in favour of going digital, 
leaving only analogue BBC Two Wales until switchover at Preseli in August 2009 (at 


the time, BBC 2W on digital offered a different schedule to BBC Two Wales on 
analogue). 


In October 2007, following a 15-month publicity and information campaign, and an 
early digital launch in August by Channel 5,22 the Whitehaven, Eskdale Green and 
Gosforth transmitters switched off analogue signals on the BBC Two frequency, and 
began broadcasting a temporary digital service for the main channels. On 14 
November, all analogue signals were switched off, and the permanent three- 
multiplex digital service began (albeit with Channel 5 only on the Whitehaven 
transmitter, until 2009). Unfortunately, as had been feared, a small number of 
homes among the hills, which had received "fuzzy" analogue signals, particularly in 
Eskdale, were unable to receive a decodable Freeview signal." The only other 
serious problem resulted from the "rescan" command in some models of set-top box 
defaulting to frequencies used by the nearest main transmitter, instead of the 
strongest digital signals; this could be overcome by using the "add channel" option 
to select channels one-by-one, and in the long term by corrections to the boxes' 
software. n3 


In November 2008, the full rolling programme started in the ITV Border region at the 
Selkirk transmitter, with the Caldbeck transmitter switching a year later (Caldbeck 
was rebuilt, and broadcasts Scottish multiplexes as well as English ones to improve 
service to viewers north of the border; the nearby Sandale transmitter ceased to 
broadcast TV). The programme continued across the rest of the country, with 

the Westcountry region, Wales and the Granada region switching over in 2009. 

The West, STV North, STV Central regions and the Channel Islands followed in 2010; 
the Central, Yorkshire and Anglia regions in 2011; and finally 

the Meridian, London, Tyne Tees & UTV regions in 2012. 


Many decisions had to be made, including what to do about people who may find the 
new technology confusing, or who have no desire to receive more than the four or 
five channels they originally had, and who may have been reluctant to buy a digital 
box to view the free channels. The government arranged for the BBC to administer 

a Digital Switchover Help Scheme to ensure that groups such as the over-75s and 
recipients of disability benefits did not lose their television services when analogue 
transmissions were switched off. 


Another issue was that the "98.5 per cent of the population" availability target could 
only be achieved "via rooftop aerials",“% while Section 134 of the Communications 
Act 2003 sets out the principle "that no person should unreasonably be denied 
access to an electronic communications network or to electronic communications 
services".2 This is taken to mean that everyone has the right to mount a television 
aerial on their roof.24 Ofcom allocated frequencies for groups of households to 
provide "self-help" relay transmitters at their own expense (for analogue broadcasts 
there were some 200 of these, serving around 13,000 households), but suggested 


that in such cases, terrestrial TV may no longer be the most cost-effective solution. 
[22] 


The switchover processiedit] 


Switchover 
starts here on 


Digital Switchover banner in Porthmadog, Wales, as seen in September 2009 


After several months of press publicity, leaflet drops, public meetings etc., captions 
started appearing on analogue broadcasts from the affected transmitters, warning 
viewers that the analogue service would shortly be switched off and that they would 
need to take action (for Whitehaven, the first large area to switch over, the captions 
started appearing some 5 months before the BBC Two analogue service was 
switched off2#). At about the same time, details of the Switchover Help Scheme were 
distributed. Although viewers who lived outside existing Freeview reception areas 
were unable to test any digital receiving equipment they had bought at this early 
stage, test-screens on Ceefax (BBC One & Two) and Teletext (ITV & C4/S4C) page 
284 made it possible to determine whether they were likely to need a new aerial or 
a signal amplifier to receive digital transmissions. 


Next, detailed information booklets were delivered to all households in the area 
(including many on the fringe who may have been receiving their TV from other 
transmitters- hence the importance of the on-screen warning captions). Two or three 
months later, the first stage of the switchover began with the analogue BBC 

Two replaced with the new BBC A multiplex.24 At some locations, during the period 
between stage one and stage two, BBC One, ITV or Channel 4 moved to the 
analogue BBC Two frequency where that channel's frequency was required for the 
digital transmission of Multiplex 1. At the same time, captions appeared on the 
remaining analogue channels reminding viewers of the impending switchover. 
Finally, the second stage saw the remaining analogue transmissions switched off 
and the other high power multiplexes switched on. Initially, this occurred four weeks 
after stage one, but starting with the switchover at Mendip in April 2010 onwards, 
this gap was reduced to two weeks. 


Three multiplexes (BBC A, D3&4, BBC B) are for public service broadcasting and are 
broadcast from all transmitter sites. They contain around 25 TV channels, half a 

dozen radio stations and half a dozen text/interactive services. These include all the 
television channels from the BBC, some from ITV and Channel 4, Channel 5 and S4C 
(in Wales only). The other three multiplexes (SDN, Arqiva A, Arqiva B) are broadcast 


from main transmitter sites only and are operated by their respective commercial 
licence-holders. To reflect the slightly changed roles, the multiplex names were also 
changed: 


Old multiplex New multiplex : 
Owning company 
name name 
1 BBC A BBC 
2 D3&4 Digital 3&4 
S4C Digital Networks (ITV_ 
A SDN SAC Digital Networks (l 
plc) 
B BBC B BBC 
(9 Argiva A Argiva 
D Arqiva B Argiva 


Post-switchover|edit] 


The adoption of the technically superior DVB-T 8k format occurred in each region at 
the date of switchover. This resulted in no reception for viewers with older '2k' only 
equipment, such as former ONdigital/ITV Digital boxes, and other incompatible 
IDTVs and set top boxes.2# 


In the Meridian and Anglia regions, transmitters formed a single-frequency 
network when they were converted to all-digital operation.22 


Alternative post-switchover multiplex designations were used on internal 
documentation by the BBC switchover contractor Arqiva,?? but changing the 
designations of the multiplexes requires changes to legislation? and to the multiplex 
licences issued by Ofcom and is not in the current draft. zs 


When digital switchover was complete, two new sub-bands of the UHF spectrum 
were clear (frequencies corresponding to channel ranges 31-40 and 63-69), leaving 
only channels 21-30 and 41-62 for digital television multiplexes. This "digital 
dividend" required millions of homes to upgrade their aerials to the wideband type 
to receive some or all of the Freeview multiplexes.3: This spectrum is useful because 
of its trade-off between bandwidth and range. Following a consultation, in 
September 2011 Ofcom stated that an auction for the 600 MHz band will most likely 
lead to channels 31-37 being used for three new TV multiplexes; a reference 


transmission plan assumes two frequencies would be multiple-frequency networks, 
and channel 36 would be used as a national single-frequency network.22 The 
remaining reallocated frequencies can be re-used for other services, for example the 
provision of: 


e Mobile Television services 

e wireless (mobile) broadband services 

* wider coverage for advanced services in remote and rural areas 
e more multiplexes carrying more channels 

* high definition (HD) services 


The clearing and re-allocation of these channels of the spectrum for other services 
caused some controversy within technical industries, such as wireless microphones, 
as Ofcom decided to clear channel 69 (854-862 MHz) to match the rest of Europe 
and make the facilitation of future services easier.22 


Further re-allocations of the other freed analogue television channels have not yet 
occurred, but when implemented will require legislation changes. It is likely that if 
they are sold commercially, they will not only attract interest, but may be bought for 
millions of pounds due to the high demand for spectrum throughout most of Europe. 
Ofcom have published further information about the auctioned channel in 

an announcement on their website. 


OFCOM released their consultation of the future of the 600 MHz and 700 MHz UHF 
bands beyond 2018 on 16 November 2012.84 This document recommends that the 
600 MHz UHF band is allocated to DVB-T2 MPEG-4 Freeview HD services and 
Whitespace services, allowing a future migration of the existing 700 MHz Freeview 
allocation to 700 MHz mobile data services (synchronising the bandwidth usage with 
many other markets in Europe and globally). 


Digit Al[edit] 


Digit Al is a robot character created for Digital UK in 2005, by Abbott Mead Vickers 
BBDO and voiced by the English comedy actor Matt Lucas, used in material 
publicising the digital switchover. It appeared in the public information programme 
run by Digital UK until 2012. The character was first transmitted simultaneously on 
about 100 television channels and on regional BBC television on 5 May 2006.55! 


Digital Self-Help Relaysieait] 


Terrestrial analogue relay stations have been repeating TV signals to areas not 

covered by broadcaster-owned transmitters since Ofcom started licensing them in 
1980. Recently self-help groups have had to look into upgrading their old analogue 
transmitters to digital ones. The first digital self-help relay was installed at Ladram 
Bay, Devon by Stuart Harse and Liam Kelly (broadcast engineers from Bristol). The 
System was designed by Mike Rea of Taylor Transmitters, Oldham UK. The Ladram 
Bay TV repeater broadcasts all six mux signals from the Stockland Hill transmitter. 


Post-switchover reorganisation and HD[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
Co to reflect recent events or newly available 
information. (August 2011) 


In March 2006, the development of a new second generation digital terrestrial 
broadcasting standard, DVB-T2, was agreed by the DVB Group. 


The BBC, ITV, Channel 4, S4C and Channel 5 agreed with the regulator Ofcom to 
convert one UK multiplex (B, or PSB3) to DVB-T2 to increase capacity for HDTV (High 
Definition Television) via DTT.89 The first TV region to use the new standard 

was Granada in November 2009 (with existing switched over regions being changed 
at the same time). It is expected that over time there will be enough DVB-T2 
receivers sold to switch all DTT transmissions to DVB-T2, and MPEG-4 Part 10. !<t#tion 


needed) 


From 27 October 2009, Multiplex B (PSB3) was cleared of SD channels in post DSO 
areas, which were moved to Multiplex 1 (PSB1). In pre DSO areas, Multiplex B 
continued to carry BBC Four, BBC Parliament, CBeebies, BBC Radio Stations and 301 
until DSO. Former streams of 302 and News Multiscreen on Multiplex B were sublet 
to broadcasters other than the BBC for pre DSO areas only, and were not available 
at all in post DSO areas because of the new DVB-T2 HD multiplex as replacement. 


On 3 April 2008, Ofcom published its final decision for the HDTV transmission 
format: DVB-T2 and MPEG-4.!4 Initially there were to be three HD services 

available: BBC HD, ITV HD/STV HD and Channel 4 HD/S4C Clirlun.22 Channel 5 HD 
was due to launch during 2010 but was unable to reach 'key criteria’ to keep its slot. 
891401 Spare allocation on multiplex B was handed over to the BBC, two years to the 
date when it was anticipated that further capacity on multiplex B would revert to the 
control of the BBC Trust. On 3 November 2010, BBC One HD launched on Freeview 
HD. It is available in addition to the existing BBC HD channel. During 

2011, Ofcom gave the Commercial Public Service Broadcasters another opportunity 
to apply to provide an additional HD service from 2012.42! 


List of digital terrestrial channels[edit] 
Main article: List of digital terrestrial television channels (UK) 


Multiplexing[edit] 
The multiplexesieait] 
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Used to 
broadcast HD 
services. 
Transmits 
MPEG4 data 
using DVB-T2 
(rather than 
MPEG2/DVB-T 
as used on 
other 
multiplexes). 


Currently 22 
being rolled 
out. 
Used to 
broadcast HD 
services. 
Transmits 
MPEG4 data 
using DVB-T2 
(rather than 
MPEG2/DVB-T 
as used on 
other 
multiplexes). 


Use of multiplexing technologyieait] 


This section needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
e challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Digital terrestrial television in the United 

Kingdom" - news + newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (December 

2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Each multiplex is an error-protected bitstream of 24, 27 or 40 megabits per second, 
which can be used for almost any combination of digitally-encoded video, audio and 
data. The DVB-T standard provides a multiplex service that can make trade-offs 
between the number of services and the picture and audio quality. 


e anumber of services use the same bandwidth at different times. For 
example, CBeebies and BBC Four currently use the same space in their 
multiplex, with CBeebies broadcasting from 6 am until 7 pm and BBC Four from 
7 pm. 
* some multiplexes allocate more bandwidth to services, providing a smaller 
number of higher-quality services. 
e The modulation of the multiplexes can be varied to squeeze 
higher digital bitrates out of the same portion of the electromagnetic spectrum, 
but require a stronger signal for good reception. The modulation schemes used 
in the UK are, in order of bandwidth efficiency, each with a progressively higher 
bitrate, at the cost of progressively higher likelihood of signal degradation: 
o QPSK (only used for tests in the Oxford and London areas) 
16-QAM (no longer used as of digital switchover) 
64-QAM (only used on the DVB-T multiplex) 
256-QAM (only used on the DVB-T2 multiplex) 
1024-QAM 
o 2048-QAM (currently in development) 
By late 2009, multiplexes 2 and A used 64-QAM and were consequently more 
prone to poor reception, while the other multiplexes used 16-QAM. At switchover 
the transmission mode was changed from 16-QAM to 64-QAM on Multiplex 1 
(PSB1),2: increasing the effective bandwidth of the multiplex. The switch to 64- 
QAM mode also provided extra bandwidth on Multiplexes C (COM5) and D 
(COMO). 
By late 2012, the digital switchover was complete, with all DVB-T multiplexes 
using 64-QAM. The switchover allowed the transmitters to broadcast at a higher 
power level, reducing the likelihood of reception errors when receiving 64- 
QAM encoded broadcasts. 


O. O O © 


e Multiplexes can make use of statistical multiplexing at the MPEG video 
coder whereby the bitrate allocated to a channel within the multiplex can 
vary dynamically depending on how difficult it is to code the picture 
content at that precise time, and how much demand there is for 
bandwidth from other channels. In this way, complex pictures with much 
detail may demand a higher bitrate at one instant and this can result in 


the bitrate allocated to another channel in the same multiplex being 
reduced if the second channel is currently transmitting pictures which are 
easier to encode, with less fine detail. 


Improvements in compression technology(edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to 
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Digital terrestrial television in the United 


Kingdom" - news + newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (Dec 
ember 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template 
message) 


Developments in statistical multiplexing, improved compression technology, 
and, in some cases, an acceptance of lower quality or lower resolution 
broadcasts, allowed gradual increases in the number of services carried on 
digital terrestrial television multiplexes. 


As the number of homes receiving digital terrestrial grew, the interest in new 
channel capacity increased. In 2005, the auction for two new slots on 
National Grid Wireless multiplex D resulted in broadcasters bidding high 
prices to gain bandwidth. ITV won the bidding for the first slot (on which it 
launched Men & Motors on 2 May 2005, replaced by ITV Play and later 
ITV2- 1), and Channel 4 the second. Channel 4 launched E4 +1 (not its new 
channel More4) on the multiplex when the slot became available on 1 June 
(E4 launched on Freeview on 27 May 2005). National Grid Wireless made an 
additional new slot available on Multiplex D using the new compression 
techniques. The 18-hour channel, running from 6 am to midnightictscen needed, 
became available on 1 December 2005. Companies interested had until 1 
November to submit their bids, with bids said to have reached £10 million, 
from an entry level of £5.5 million, with 12 separate bidders covering all 
sectors of broadcasting. This slot was won by Channel 4; it was occupied 

by More4- 1 until live coverage of Big Brother replaced it on 18 May 

2006. Film4 took over the slot 23 July 2006. 


Later compression technology, implemented in codecs like 

MPEG4, H.264 or VC-1, can enable a substantial increase in either quality or 
capacity due to their increased efficiency, but use of such technologies would 
again require most viewers to purchase new reception equipment, since the 
vast majority of standard set-top boxes support only the 

older MPEG2 encoding. BSkyB were the first to suggest such a move to 
increase the number of channels available within their own share of space 
using MPEG4 on a subscription service.!&à! However, BSkyB's proposals were 
ultimately shelved following regulatory delays.™! 


The BBC, which ultimately broadcast high-definition television on Freeview in 
the DVB-T2 format adopted in 2009, initially considered an alternative 
method utilising spare capacity at night to allow the download of high 
definition programmes for later replay. In addition the BBC's Research and 
Development team invented a transmission method that doubles the 
effective bandwidth that could currently be delivered by each multiplex using 
"spatial multiplexing". While conventional analogue and digital terrestrial 


television signals are transmitted either vertically or horizontally polarised 
(providing protection against interference from other distant signals which 
may be transmitted on the same frequency, but will usually be planned to 
use the opposite polarisation), the proposed technique would have involved 
using the same frequency to transmit two different signals at once, one 
vertically and one horizontally polarised. A special receiving aerial, 
containing both vertically and horizontally polarised elements, could receive 
both signals simultaneously and feed these to a suitable set top box, but 
would require new transmitters and receiving equipment and aerials; the 
technique was ultimately not adopted. !<t#tier-needea 


See also[edit] 


e Digital television in the United Kingdom 


e Top Up TV 
e BTTV 
e Freesat 


e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
e = List of British television channels 
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UK digital switchover dates 


The digital switchover is the process by which analogue terrestrial television in the 
United Kingdom was replaced with digital terrestrial television. It is sometimes referred 
to as the "analogue switch off". 


In the United Kingdom, the terrestrial switchover started on 17 October 2007 and was 
completed on 24 October 2012. Each group of transmitters within each TV region had 
its analogue broadcasts switched off at a certain point between those dates. The 
process was co-ordinated by an independent body, Digital UK. 


Switchover guide[edit] 


Stage 1 - Known as DSO1 - Analogue BBC Two and low power digital Multiplex 1 
switched off. High power Multiplex 1 switched on. 

Stage 2 - Known as DSO2 - All remaining analogue channels and low power digital 
multiplexes switched off. Remaining high power digital multiplexes switched on. 


Switchover dates[edit] 


These are the dates at which switchover took place in each TV region, as published 
by Digital UK. 


Technical trial/eait] 


Transmitter(s) Area served DECUS: Mir nus switched 


Ferryside and 
Llansteffan communities 

Ferryside in Wales (approx 1200 
people in around 500 
properties) 


^t BBC Two was not switched off until 19 August 2009 in conjunction with stage 1 of Ferryside's 
parent transmitter, Preseli. In addition, the digital multiplexes did not adopt their final transmission 
modes until switchover at Preseli in 2009. 


Border[edit] 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Eskdale Green, Gosforth 


and Whitehaven: Copeland 


Selkirk” Scottish Borders 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Caldbeck" 
North and Mid-Cumbria, 


show and Dumfries & 


Galloway 
Relay transmitters 


^t Digital multiplexes from these three transmitters did not adopt their final transmission modes 
until switchover at their parent transmitter, Caldbeck. 


Westcountryieadit] 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 
Beacon Hill 
show South Devon 
Relay transmitters 


Stockland Hill South-west Somerset, 


parts of west Dorset and 
south-east Devon, 
including Exeter 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Huntshaw Cross 
show North Devon 
Relay transmitters 


Redruth East Cornwall and the 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Caradon Hill 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Walesieait] 


Transmitter(s) 


Kilvey Hill? 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Preseli 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Carmel 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Llanddona 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Isles of Scilly 


Cornwall and Devon, 
including Plymouth 


Stage 1 date 
Area served (BBC Two 
switched off) 


Swansea 


West Wales 


South and central Wales 


North-west Wales, 
including Anglesey 


Stage 2 date 

(BBC One, ITV1, 

SAC, Channel 5 
switched off) 


Moel-y-Parc 


show North-east Wales 


Relay transmitters 


Long Mountain 
show East-central Wales 


Relay transmitters 


Blaenplwyf 
show Central and mid Wales 


Relay transmitters 


Wenvoe 


South-east Wales, 


ana including Cardiff 


Relay transmitters 


Granada[edit] 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Douglas 
show Isle of Man 


Relay transmitters 


Winter Hill Lancashire, Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester, 
Cheshire and South 


show 


Cumbria 


Relay transmitters 


West of England (edit! 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Mendip Bristol, parts of 


Somerset, Dorset, 
Wiltshire and Southern 
Gloucestershire 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Ridge Hill (West) North Gloucestershire 


STV Northieait] 


Stage 2 
Stage 1 date 
date (BBC One, 
(BBC Two STV, Channel 
switched off) 4, Channel 5 
switched off) 


Transmitter(s) Area served 


Bressay 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Pink banners on lampposts in 
Baltasound remind residents 


about the digital switchover in 


Keelylang Hill 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Rumster Forest 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Eitshal 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Skriaig 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Angus 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Durris 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Moray, Strathspey and parts 


The Shetland Islands 


The Orkney Islands 


Caithness 


Lewis, Wester Ross, North 
West Sutherland and parts of 
Harris and Skye 


Skye, Harris, North Uist, 
Benbecula, South Uist and 
parts of Barra 


Angus, Dundee, Perth and 
parts of Fife 


Aberdeenshire 


show 
of Easter Ross 


Relay transmitters 


Rosemarkie 


show Inverness and the Great Glen 


Relay transmitters 


Channel Islandsieait] 


z BBC One, BBC Two, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served Channel 4 switched off 


Frémont Point 


show The Channel Islands 


Relay transmitters 


The Channel Islands' transmitters carry three of the DTT multiplexes - BBCA, D3&4 and 
BBCB. BBCA carries the BBC SD channels as elsewhere, the D3&4 mux carries ITV3 
(which is on the SDN mux elsewhere) as of February 2012 in place of ITV1 +1 (which is 
not available on the islands), and BBCB carries BBC HD, BBC One HD and Channel 4 HD 
(ITV1 HD is not available on the islands). 


STV Central [edit] 


Stage 2 date 


Stage 1 date (BBC One, STV, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 


switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Torosay 


South west Highlands 
and Islands 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Darvel 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Rosneath HP 


Rosneath VP 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Craigkelly 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Black Hill 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Angliar[eait] 


Transmitter(s) 


Sandy Heath 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Parts of central 
Scotland, Argyll and 
Bute 


Rosneath 


Lothian, parts of 
Edinburgh and parts of 
Fife 


Glasgow, central 
Scotland and parts of 
Edinburgh 


Stage 2 date 
(BBC One, ITV1, 
Channel 4, 
Channel 5 
switched off) 


Stage 1 date 
(BBC Two 
switched off) 


Area served 


Cambridgeshire, 
Northamptonshire and 
Bedfordshire 


Sudbury 


Parts of Suffolk and 


show 
Essex 


Relay transmitters 


Tacolneston 


Norfolk and north 


seus Suffolk 


Relay transmitters 


Central [edit] 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Transmitter(s) Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Nottingham The Nottingham area 


Bromsgrove The Bromsgrove area 


Stratford upon Avon 
area 


Lark Stoke 


Ridge Hill (Central) 


Herefordshire and south 


eno Shropshire 


Relay transmitters 


The Wrekin 


North Shropshire and 
south Cheshire 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Waltham 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Fenton 


Sutton Coldfield 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Oxford 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Yorkshirerjeait] 


Transmitter(s) 


Belmont 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Oliver's Mount 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Parts of Derbyshire, 
Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire and south 
Nottinghamshire 


Stoke-on-Trent and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 


much of the West 
Midlands 


Oxfordshire, parts of 
Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire 


Area served 


Lincolnshire and East 
Yorkshire 


The Scarborough area 


Stage 1 date 
(BBC Two 
switched off) 


Stage 2 date 
(BBC One, ITV1, 
Channel 4, 
Channel 5 
switched off) 


Chesterfield 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Sheffield 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Emley Moor 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Meridian(jeait] 


Transmitter(s) 


Hannington 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Midhurst 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Rowridge 


The Chesterfield area 


The Sheffield area 


Most of Yorkshire 


Stage 2 date 
Stage 1 date | (BBC One, ITV1, 
Area served (BBC Two Channel 4, 
switched off) Channel 5 
switched off) 


Parts of Hampshire, 
Berkshire and Surrey 


Much of West Sussex 


Hampshire, the Isle of 
Wight, parts of Dorset 


show 
and West Sussex 
Relay transmitters 


Whitehawk Hill The Brighton area 


Heathfield East Sussex 


The Tunbridge Wells 
area 


Bluebell Hill North Kent and south 
Essex 


Dover South and east Kent 


Tunbridge Wells 


London(edit] 


Transmitter(s) Area served 


Greater London and 
Crystal Palace parts of the Home 
Counties 


Tyne Teesiedit] 


Transmitter(s) Area served 


Stage 1 date 
(BBC Two 
switched off) 


Stage 1 date 
(BBC Two 


switched off) 


Stage 2 date 
(BBC One, ITV1, 
Channel 4, 
Channel 5 
switched off) 


Stage 2 date 
(BBC One, ITV1, 
Channel 4, 
Channel 5 


Bilsdale 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Chatton 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Pontop Pike 
show 


Relay transmitters 


UTViedit] 


Transmitter(s) 


Brougher Mountain 


show 


Relay transmitters 


Divis 
show 


Relay transmitters 


Teesside, County 
Durham and much of 
North Yorkshire 


North Northumberland 


Tyne and Wear and 
County Durham 


Area served 


South West Northern 
Ireland 


Belfast and the 
surrounding area 


Stage 1 date 
(BBC Two 
switched off) 


Stage 2 date 
(BBC One, UTV, 
Channel 4, 
Channel 5 
switched off) 


Limavady 


North West Northern 


show 
Ireland 


Relay transmitters 


Northern Ireland completed the digital switchover on the same day as the Republic of 
Ireland, with Northern Ireland switching off analogue transmissions shortly after 
midnight, and the Republic of Ireland shortly after 10am. Viewers in some areas are 
able to receive an additional multiplex of channels carrying RTE One, RTE2 and TG4. 
These are broadcast in DVB-T2, and despite not being in high definition, require a 
Freeview HD receiver. Viewers in much of Northern Ireland can receive these and other 
Irish channels directly from Saorview transmitters based in the Republic. As these are 
broadcast in MPEG4, a Freeview HD receiver is generally required, although a very small 
number of standard Freeview receivers are compatible. Almost all viewers in Northern 
Ireland are able to receive at least some channels from the Republic by one or both of 
these means. 


See also[edit] 


e Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 
e Digital changeover dates in New Zealand 
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List of DTT channels in the United 
Kingdom 
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(Redirected from List of digital terrestrial television channels (UK)) 
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This is a list of the current channels available on digital terrestrial television (DTT) 
in the United Kingdom, and those that have been removed. 


Almost all channels broadcast on DTT are free-to-air, with a limited number 

of subscription channels (requiring a subscription to a pay-TV package) and pay-per- 
view channels (requiring a one-off payment to view an event) also available. Most free- 
to-air channels are promoted as part of the Freeview line-up. 


All multiplexed H.222 transports for HDTV (1080i) channels use DVB-T2 256- 
QAM modulation. Local channels on the LTVmux use DVB-T QPSK modulation. All other 
transports for PAL (576i), radio and interactive channels use DVB-T 64-QAM modulation. 


All HD channels are encoded in H.264 and subject to a MPEG-LA controlled 

transmission patent licensing tax which is included in the Freeview broadcaster cost and 
varies on viewership figures. This tax is currently paid via one of three registered 
licensees: the BBC, ITV and Sky plc. The SD channels continue to use H.262, which does 
not incur any additional transmission costs. 


The PSB1 transport (operating name BBC A) is used solely for the standard definition 
PSB (public service broadcasting) services of the BBC. The PSB2 transport (operating 
name D36&4) carries only standard definition versions of both the commercial 
broadcasters' PSB services and some of their commercial services. The PSB3 transport 
(operating name BBC B) is used for HDTV versions of most of the BBC and commercial 
PSB services. The COMA (operating name SDN), COM5 (operating name ARQ A) and 
COM6 (operating name ARQ B) transports, which are only transmitted from main 
transmission sites, carry only standard definition commercial services. The even less 
geographically available COM7 and COM8 transports, only broadcast from a few 
principal transmitting sites at significantly lower power than the other transports, carry 
both commercial HDTV and commercial standard definition services; SDTV channels on 
these multiplexes can only be received by HDTV-capable equipment. 


LTVmux is a series of localised transports at certain transmitter sites carrying local and 
nationwide channels. Its availability is much less than that of the commercial COM 
transports. In addition to this, the NImux transport (operating name RNI 1) is only 
available in parts of Northern Ireland, and the Glmux transport (operating name G MAN) 
is only available in Greater Manchester. 


Channel sections[edit] 
General entertainmentijeait] 


Licensee/ H.222 
t F 
NorDig LCN BYE Notes Parent Broamcas Transpor piii 
name hours t 
Company t 


1 BBC One Some regional variations in 24 hours PSB1 
programming. V 


E 
les] 
O 
I 
em 
«o 
|n 
J 
- 


NorDig LCN 


DVB 
name 


Notes 


Licensee/ 
Parent 
Company 


Broadcast 
hours 


H.222 
Transpor 
t 


Forma 


Some variations in 


pending on location. 


BBC Two | programming for Wales and BBC 
Northern Ireland. 
Made up of 15 regional 
i ITV Network 
ITV stations. 
FE Branded ITV, STV or UTV de | Ld (Y pic/STV 
Group plc) 


England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland only. 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


Channel 4 
S4 


Wales only. Programmes 
in Welsh. 


S4C Authorit 


Channel 5 


HD 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 
Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


E 
< 
N 


Channel 4 


EAE 


E 
DN. 


ITV 2 Limited 
ITV plc 


Channel Four 
Television 


Corporation 


IEESEEEEEEBU 


Wales only. Timeshares with 
CBeebies. 


Scotland only. Programmes Lyon 
in Scottish Gaelic. yeas 
BBC Alba Timeshares with BBC Radio BBC/MG Alba 16:00 - 
1, BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio a : 
3 01:00 (Saturday) 
3, BBC World Service, BBC 16:00 - 
Radio nan Gaidheal. 00:00 (Sunday) 
BBC Four England, Northern Ireland, BBC 19:00 - 05:30 


PSB2 


PSB1 


Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LCN DVB Notes Parent aroadrant Transpor sorma 
EE name hours t 
Company t 
BBC ; : 
EX Geotand Scotland only. BBC 12:00 - 00:00 
ITV Digital Channels 
10 ITV3 Limited PSB2 
ITV plc 
: Sky UK Limited 
Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 
12 Quest Discovery 
Networks 
International 
PSB2 (England 
Channel Four , Northern 
13 E4 Television 24 hours Ireland, 
Corporation Scotland) 
COMA (Wales) 
Channel Four 
14 Film4 Television 
Corporation 
GERNE Channel Four 
15 Television 
+1 : 
Corporation 
QVC UK Inc 
16 QVC urate Retail 
Group 
Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 
17 Really Discovery 08:00 - 04:00 COM5 
Networks 
International 
18 More4 Channel Four 24 hours PSB2 


Television 


Licensee/ 


NorDig LCN 


DVB 
name 


Notes 


Parent 
Company 


Broadcast 
hours 


H.222 


Transpor 


Forma 


- 


Corporation 


Xe) 


c 
C) 
< 
D 


UKTV Media Limited 


BBC Studios 


o 


m 


g 
IS 
S 
E 
D 


u 
= 
u 
> 


UKTV Media Limited 
BBC Studios 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 


Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


COM4 


Ideal World 


Create and 
Craft 


Ideal Shopping 
Direct Ltd 


Ideal Shopping 
Direct Ltd 


07:00 - 05:00 


07:00 - 05:00 


COM5 


N 


N 


See EET 


Es 
a 
I 


Yesterday 


LUI 


ITV 2 Limited 
ITV plc 


UKTV Media Limited 


m 
= 
z 
Kea 


PSB2 


COM6 


BBC Studios 
24 hours 
COM4 (Excludi 
ITV Digital Channels ng Channel 

2 ITVBe Limited Islands) 
ITV plc PSB2 (Channel 

Islands) 

1 hour timeshift of ITV2. Rate 
2 ITV2 +1 | Timeshares with ITV4 +1, ete 06:00 - 04:00 COM4 
ITVBe +1. 
28 E4 +1 1 hour timeshift of EA. Channel Four 24 hours COM4 


Television 
Corporation 


NorDig LCN 


DVB 
name 


Licensee/ 
Parent 
Company 


Broadcast 
hours 


t 


Xe) 


> 
z 
[s 
E 
la) 


Channel Four 
Television 
Corporation 


[e] 


UI 
(VA) 
cr 
[7] 
S 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 
Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


[n 


5Spike 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 
Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


WN 
(e) 
|=) 


Columbia Pictures 
Corporation Ltd 
Sony Pictures 

Television 


UJ 


B 


ITV +1 


ITV3 +1 


1 hour timeshift of ITV. 
Excluding Channel Islands. 
Made up of 13 regional 
stations. Branded ITV +1, 
STV +1 or UTV +1 
depending on location. 


1 hour timeshift of ITV3. 
Timeshares with CITV. 


ITV Network 


Ltd (ITV plc/STV 
Group plc) 


ITV Digital Channels 
Limited 
ITV plc 


21:00 - 00:00 


COM6 


COM4 


COM6 


COM5 


PSB2 


COM4 


pepe ce | ed a Bate 


[i 


ei] papa 


QVC UK Inc 
5 Timeshares with QVC Style. Qurate Retail 19:00 - 13:00 COM6 
Beauty G 
roup 
i A QVC UK Inc 
6 QVC Style Ug NE, Qurate Retail 13:00 - 19:00 COM6 
Beauty. G 
roup 
37 DMAX Discovery Corporate 24 hours COM6 


Services Limited 
Discovery 


Television 


Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LCN ida Notes Parent a Transpor jin 
Company t 
Networks 
International 
Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 
38 Quest Red Discovery 24 hours COM5 
Networks 
International 
CBS AMC Networks UK 
Channels Partnership 
39 CBS Justice CBS 24 hours COM6 
Studios & AMC 
Networks 
S Columbia Pictures 
30ny Corporation Ltd 
40 Movies Sony Pictures 24 hours COM4 
Action 


B 
N 


Food 
Network 
Home 


Scripps Networks 
International (UK) 
Limited 
Discovery 
Networks 
International 


Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 


Discovery 
Networks 
International 


24 hours 
24 hours 


COM5 
COM6 


B 
UJ 


EEEEEIBE 


B 
is 


Gems TV 


Channel 5 
+1 


Timeshares with Together 
TV. 


1 hour timeshift of Channel 
5* 


Gemporia Limited 


Channel 5 


Broadcasting Limited 


Viacom 


International 
Media Networks 


00:00 - 11:00 


24 hours 


COM5 


COM4 


B 
ul 


Film4 +1 


1 hour timeshift of Film4. 


Channel Four 


24 hours 


COM5 


Television 


[mE] 


TG4 


Programmes in Irish. 


Teilifis na Gaeilge 24 hours 


NImux 


N 


Ea 


Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann 


24 hours 


NImux 


Ü 


Ui 
BR 


É One 
RTÉ2 
Paramount 

Network 


Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann 


24 hours 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 


Viacom 


International 
Media Networks 


NImux 


Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LCN igi Notes Parent ido Transpor pits 
Company t 
Television 
Corporation 
Sky UK Limited 
46 Challenge Sky Limited 24 hours COM5 
Channel Four 
47 4seven Television 24 hours COM6 
Corporation 
Columbia Pictures 
Sony Corporation Ltd 
48 CERES Sony Pictures 24 hours LTVmux 
Television 
The Jewellery Channel 
49 TJC Limited 24 hours COM5 
Vaibhav Global 
Columbia Pictures 
Sony Currently branded as Sony aeien E 
50 Movies Movies Christmas [Sep. Sony Pictures 24 hours LTVmux 
Classic 2019 - Jan. 2020]. 
REESE 
ER 
WE 


24 hours 


COM4 


ol 
Ui 


= 
- 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 
Viacom 
International 


24 hours 


COMA 


NorDig LCN 


Notes 


Licensee/ 
Parent 
Company 


Broadcast 
hours 


H.222 
Transpor 
t 


Forma 


5Star +1 


1 hour timeshift of 5Star. 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 
Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


24 hours 


COM8 


N 


5USA +1 


1 hour timeshift of 5USA. 


Channel 5 
Broadcasting Limited 


Viacom 
International 
Media Networks 


04:00 - 02:00 


COM7 


lee) 


ITVBe +1 


1 hour timeshift of ITVBe. 
Timeshares with ITV2 +1, 
ITV4 +1. 


ITV Digital Channels 
Limited 
ITV plc 


04:00 - 05:00 


COMA 


ITV4 +1 


1 hour timeshift of ITV4. 
Timeshares with ITV2 +1, 
ITVBe +1. 


ITV 2 Limited 
ITV plc 


05:00 - 06:00 


COM4 


(er 
(=) 


Sony 
Movies +1 


1 hour timeshift of Sony 
Movies. 


Columbia Pictures 
Corporation Ltd 
Sony Pictures 

Television 


22:00 - 05:00 


LTVmux 


Sony 
Channel 
+1 


1 hour timeshift of Sony 
Channel. Greater 
Manchester only. 


Columbia Pictures 
Corporation Ltd 
Sony Pictures 

Television 


04:00 - 22:00 


Glmux 


Columbia Pictures 


BEEBEEEIDI 


Sony 1 hour timeshift of Sony Garporation d 

Movies Movies Classic/Christmas. Sony Pictures 24 hours Glmux 
Classic +1 Greater Manchester only. Tevita 

Blaze A&E Television 24 hours 


Networks UK 
A&E Networks & 
Sky Limited 


COM4 


NorDig LCN 


DVB 
name 


Licensee/ 
Parent 
Company 


Broadcast 
hours 


t 


FreeSports 


Freesports Limited 
Premier Media S.à 
ral 


24 hours 


COM8 


TBN UK 


CBS Realit 


ii 


Governance Ministries 
Trinity 
Broadcasting 
Network 


CBS AMC Networks UK 
Channels Partnership 


CBS Studios & 
AMC Networks 


24 hours 
24 hours 


COM5 


COMA 


N 
eo 


N 
[2n 


N 
N 


N 


EEBBEPEEEEE 


WwW 


CBS Reality 


BBC Four 


Horror 
Channel 


CBS Drama 


Quest Red 
+1 


Sewing 
Quarter 


deji 


1 hour timeshift of CBS 
Reality. 


CBS AMC Networks UK 
Channels Partnership 


CBS Studios & 
AMC Networks 


Scotland only. Timeshares 
with CBeebies. 


Timeshares with Sewing 
Quarter. 


1 hour timeshift of Quest 
Red. 


Timeshares with CBS 
Drama. 


CBS AMC Networks UK 
Channels Partnership 


CBS Studios & 
AMC Networks 


CBS AMC Networks UK 
Channels Partnership 
CBS Studios & 
AMC Networks 


Discovery Corporate 


Services Limited 
Discovery 
Networks 

International 


Immediate Media 
Hubert Burda 
Media 


24 hours 


19:00 - 05:30 


06:00 - 05:00 


13:00 - 05:00 


24 hours 


08:00 - 16:00 


COM7 


PSB1 


COM4 


COM6 


COM7 


ER 


COM6 


Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LCN igi Notes Parent ido Transpor "ES 
Company t 
Immediate Media 
1a A Hubert Burda COM7 


Media 


24 hours 


N 
oO 


N 
N 


Quest +1 
TEG 


1 hour timeshift of Quest. 


Timeshares with Quest +1, 
Hochanda. 


Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 


Discovery 
Networks 
International 


TCC Broadcasting 


Ltd (A&E 
Networks/Sky Limited) 


24 hours 


03:00 - 05:00 


COM5 


COM4 


N 
[te] 


Dave ja vu 


1 hour timeshift of Dave. 


UKTV Media Limited 
BBC Studios 


24 hours 


COMO 


Blaze +1 


1 hour timeshift of Blaze. 
Timeshares with Blaze. 


A&E Television 
Networks UK 


A&E Networks & 
Sky Limited 


04:00 - 05:00 


COMA 


[oo] 
m 


Talking 
Pictures TV 


Talking Pictures TV 
Ltd 


24 hours 


COM6 


ee) 
N 


Clubland 


Greater Manchester only. 


All Around the 
World Productions 


24 hours 


Glmux 


co 
UJ 


IV 
NOW 
Christmas 


All Around the 
World Productions 


24 hours 


COM8 


co 
B 


Now 90s 


Streamed channel from 

07:00 - 05:00. Requires 

internet connection and 
compatible receiver. 


All Around the 
World Productions 


24 hours 


COM5 


co 
ul 


PERCE Beh 


Hochanda 


Hochanda Ltd and 
Ideal Shopping 
Direct Ltd 


24 hours 


COM4 


EUBDEDEDERI 


(ee) 
(o>) 


More4 +1 


1 hour timeshift of More4. 


Channel Four 


24 hours 


COM7 


Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LCN RYB Notes Parent Broadcast Transpor Forma 
name hours t 
Company t 
Television 
Corporation 
87 ——— Greater Manchester only. FEE pit oun TM 24 hours Glmux 
TV Ltd 
88 =- Media Trust 24 hours COM5 
89 Together | 1 hour timeshift of Together Media Trust AS hours coms 
TV +1 TV. 
TV ShowBiz TV & 
m Mc em Greater Manchester only. MEIST fd 24 hours Kad 
91 FBS PBS UK 13:00 - 23:00 COM6 
America 
: : : , Sky UK Limited 
EA Pick +1 1 hour timeshift of Pick. Sky Limited 24 hours COM7 
PBS a , 
93 America Lent. BUE mn ates Media Trust 24 hours COM8 
America. 
+1 
Services Sound 
96 Forces TV and Vision 24 hours COM8 
Corporation 
Showtime Networks, 
: : Inc. (CBS Corporation) 
Smithsonia and the Smithsonian 
99 n Channel ne 24 hours COM7 
(UK) Smithsonian 
Networks 
Freeview , : Text 
100 : Information page. DTV Services Ltd 24 hours : 
Information service 


PSB2 


General entertainment: Local TV variations|edit] 


These regional channels are licensed by Ofcom under the Local Digital Television 
Programme. 


NorDig LC DVB CENE Broadca ——— Forma 
Notes Parent Transpo 
N name st hours 
Company rt 
Birmingham Birmingham and Local Television 16:9 
à "ELE LTVmux 
TV. surrounding areas. Limited SDTV 


24 hours 


Bristol TV 
KMTV 


Bristol and surrounding 


areas. 


Maidstone and surrounding 


areas. 


Local Television 
Limited 


KMTV Ltd 


24 hours 
peu 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


6:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


Latest TV 
Leeds TV 


Brighton and surrounding 


areas. 


Leeds and surrounding 


areas. 


Latest TV Ltd 


Local Television 


Limited 


24 hours 
p 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


Liverpool TV 


Notts TV 
NVTV 
Teesside TV 


Liverpool and surrounding 


areas. 


Nottingham and 


surrounding areas. 


Belfast and surrounding 


areas. 


Middlesbrough, Teesside 
and surrounding areas. 


Local Television 
Limited 


Confetti Media 
Group 


Northern Visions 
Ltd 


Local Television 
Limited 


24 hours 
= 
= 
= 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


a] if i} i] a] a] ff af af a] if 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


EEEEEEEEEEEEI 


That's Cambridge and surrounding : : 16:9 
Cemnsrtidisis nere That's Media Ltd aad LTVmux SDTV 
That's Basingstoke and 3 16:9 
Hampshire surrounding areas. Iob CNS Ee imuk SDTV 
That's Grimsby, Hull and : 16:9 
Humber surrounding areas. Dor MOL esed Lry SDTV 
That's Preston and surrounding That's Media Ltd 24 hours LTVmux | 16:9 | 


Notes 


Licensee/ 
Parent 
Company 


Broadca 
st hours 


Forma 


Ki 


| Lancashire 


| 
i 


SDTV 


That's 
Manchester 


That's 
Norfolk 


Greater Manchester and 
surrounding areas. 


Norwich and surrounding 
areas. 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


24 hours 
e 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


That's North 
Yorkshire 


That's 
Oxfordshire 


Scarborough and 
surrounding areas. 


Oxford and surrounding 
areas. 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


24 hours 


peu 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


That's 
Salisbury 


That's Solent 


Tyne & Wear 
TV 


Cardiff TV 


London Live 


Salisbury and surrounding 
areas. 


Portsmouth, Southampton 
and surrounding areas. 


Guildford and surrounding 
areas. 


Scarborough and 
surrounding areas. 


Reading and surrounding 
areas. 


Tyne & Wear and 
surrounding areas. 


Cardiff and surrounding 
areas. 


London and surrounding 
areas. 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


That's Media Ltd 


Local Television 
Limited 


Local Television 
Limited 


ESTV 


24 hours 
= 


a 
d 
pe 


24 hours 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


LTVmux 


HEHEHEEHEBES 
EEEBEEEEEEEE 


LTVmux 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


16:9 
SDTV 


NorDig LC DVB Licensee Broadca e Forma 
Notes Parent Transpo 
N name st hours 
Company rt 


16:9 
SDTV 


North Wales | Mold, Denbigh, Ruthin, and Local Television 
A T 24 hours LTVmux 
TV surrounding areas. Limited 


16:9 
SDTV 


Tars aE SIS) SUTIGETTRLE MG That's Media Ltd 24 hours LTVmux 
Cumbria areas. 


16:9 
SDTV 


BEER 


That's Swansea and surroundin 
Swansea g That's Media Ltd 24 hours LTVmux 
areas. 
Bay 


16:9 
SDTV 


EB 
EA 
8 Thats EET ae E That's Media Ltd 24 hours LTVmux s 
Scotland HU LUAM ale 
surrounding areas. 
ES 
8 


That's York | York and surrounding areas. | That's Media Ltd 24 hours LTVmux 


High-definitionjeait] 


NorDig LC DVB Licensee/ Broadca H.222 
Notes Transpo Format 
N name Parent Company st hours + 
Regional variations in 
101 BBE ONE Northern Ireland, Scotland BBC 24 hours PSB3 
HD 
and Wales only. 

102 ds de BBC pen PSB3 


Made up of 7 regional 
103 ITV HD 24 hours PSB3 


stations. Branded ITV HD, 
Channel 4 Channel Four 


STV HD or UTV HD 
104 Television 24 hours PSB3 
HD A 
Corporation 


ITV Network Ltd (ITV 
plc/STV Group plc) 


depending on location. 


NorDig LC 


- H.222 
Licensee/ Broadca 
Transpo Format 
Parent Company st hours rt 


Channel 5 Broadcasting 
Channel 5 Limited 
105 HD Viacom International 24 hours PSB3 
Media Networks 
BBC Four | Timeshares with CBeebies 19:00 - 
Ls HD HD. EES 04:00 IS 
107 E CE BBC 24 hours COM7 
, : Channel Four 
109 Channel 4 | 1 hour timeshift of Channel Televisión 23 hours COM7 
+1 HD 4 HD. à 
Corporation 
Channel Four 
110 4seven HD Television 24 hours COM7 
Corporation 
Timeshares with QVC QVC (Qurate Retail 01:00 - 
mi QYS HD Beauty HD. Group) 13:00 CONE 
QVC ; ; QVC (Qurate Retail 13:00 - 
dL3022 Beauty HD Timeshares with QVC HD. Group) 01:00 COMS8 
113 RT UK HD (ANO) TV-Novosti 24 hours COM7 
Discovery Corporate 
Services Limited 
114 Quest HD Discovery Networks 24 hours COM8 
International 
BRE Scotland only. Timeshares 19:00 - 
115 Scotland with CBBC HD. BBC 00:00 PSB3 


HD 


Children'sieait] 


NorDig LC DVB Licensee/ Broadcast —— 
Notes Transpo Format 
N name Parent Company hours " 


201 | CBBC BBC 07:00 - 21:00 PSB1 16:9 SDTV 


202 CBeebies eae Eee BBC 06:00 - 19:00 PSB1 16:9 SDTV 
203 CITV Timeshares with ITV3 ITV Digital Channels 06:00 - 21:00 COMA 16:9 SDTV 


+1. Ltd (ITV plc) 
07:00 - 
21:00 (England, 
Timeshares with BBC Northern Ireland, 
20€ CBBC HD Scotland HD (Scotland). BBC Wales) ESBS 
07:00 - 
19:00 (Scotland) 


205 CBeebies Timeshares with BBC BBC 06:00 - 19:00 coms 
HD Four HD. 


H HRD 


206 POP S ARE 24 hours COM6  |16:9 SDTV 
Television 
Streamed channel. 
Ketchup Requires internet Video On Demand 365 ANUS coma Text 
TV connection and Ltd service 


compatible receiver. 


NorDig LC DVB name Licensee/ Broadcast H.222 Format 
N Parent Company hours Transport 
231 | BBC NEWS BBC 24 hours PSB1 16:9 SDTV | 
32 


2 BE BBC 24 hours PSB1 16:9 SDTV 
Parliament 


| 233 Sky News Sky Limited 24 hours | COM5 | 16:9 SDTV | 


Newsiedit] 
C 


NorDig LC DVB name Licensee/ Broadcast H.222 Format 
N Parent Company hours Transport 
234 RT ANO TV-Novosti 24 hours COM6 16:9 SDTV | 
235 je Al Jazeera Media Network 24 hours COM6 16:9 SDTV 


Text services(edit] 


NorDig LC 
N 


H.222 


Broadcast : 
Transport 


hours 


Licensee/ 
Parent Company 


DVB name 


SIEG. RISE BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Button 


Kiss Chat & 


Date 


NEM 365 Travel BoxBeat Media 24 hours COM4 


BoxBeat Media 24 hours COM4 


250 
25i 
252 
253 


Proud Dating BoxBeat Media 24 hours 


| Text 


| COM4 


service | 


Streamed channelsieait] 


Interactive services for compatible receivers (Internet connection/compatible HD TV/box 
required). 


Licensee/ H.222 
Broadca 
Parent Transpo Format 
st hours 
Company rt 
Racing UK Ltd | 24 hours COM4 Text 
service 
263 Sonlife a eE E COM4 u 
Ministries service 
"m AT Text 
264 Vision TV Vision247 24 hours COM4 . 
service 
Planet Video On Text 
RU Knowledge Demand 365 Ltd ex aos SEE service 


: Licensee/ H.222 
NorDig LC DVB name Notes Parent ipis Transpo Format 
N st hours 
Company rt 
Sports : 
Video On Text 
266 Channel Demand 3o5iEtd 24 hours COMA ESTO 
Network 
à Arise Text 
269 Arise News Broadcasting Ltd 24 hours COM4 SIE 
om Channelbox COM4 ice 
service 
Interactive [edit] 
These are services that are not designed to be channels but do show up on the EPG of 
the majority of Freeview boxes. 
NorDig LC Licensee/ Broadcast H.222 
N EYE name Parent Company hours Transport Format 
601 BBC RB 1 BBC 24 hours PSB1 16:9 SDTV | 
Adultieait] 
: Licensee/ H.222 
Norbig LC DVB name Notes Parent dins Transpo Format 
N st hours 
Company rt 
: : rae Text 
670 ADULT Section | Consumer protection bookend. Digital UK 24 hours COM4 Service 
ADULT : 00:00 - 
672 smileTV2 Timeshares with Ideal World. Cellcast Group 05:00 COM6 16:9 SDTV 
ADULT Timeshares with Create and 22:00 - 
673 smileTV3 Craft. Cellcast Group 05:00 COM5 16:9 SDTV 
ADULT Pay-per-view channel. 23:00 - 
674 : Timeshares with CBS Drama, Cellcast Group à COM6 16:9 SDTV 
Babestation . 05:00 
Sewing Quarter. 
675 ADULT Party Streamed channel. Requires Cellcast Group 24 hours COMA | 16:9 SDTV | 


NorDig LC 
N 


Licensee/ Broades H.222 
DVB name Notes Parent Transpo 
st hours 
Company rt 


Format 


internet connection and 
compatible receiver. 


E 


ADULT 
Xpanded TV 


Txt Me TV Ltd 


16:9 SDTV 


ADULT Studio 
66 


Timeshares with CITV, ITV3 +1. 


965 TV Ltd 


16:9 SDTV 


ADULT 
Xpanded2 


Consumer protection bookend. 


Txt Me TV Ltd COMA 
Digital UK pus coma 


16:9 SDTV 


Text 
service 


Consumer protection bookend. 


Consumer protection bookend. 


Digital UK 24 hours COM4 
Digital UK (eens coms 


Text 
service 


Text 
service 


mi 
678 
679 
680 
= 
696 
Ea 
698 
699 


Consumer protection bookend. 


EE 
696 
Ea 
698 


Digital UK 24 hours COM6 


Text 
service 


EEEEEHHEBU 


ADULT Section | Consumer protection bookend. Digital UK 24 hours COM6 ae 
Radio stations(edit] 
NorDig LC DVB Notes Owner/parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name company ort 
700 BBC Radio 1 Timeshares with BBC BBC 24 hours (England, PSB1 


Northern Ireland, Wales) 
00:00 - 

17:00 (Monday-Friday) ( 
Scotland) 
00:00 - 

16:00 (Saturday) (Scotla 

nd) 

01:00 - 


Alba (Scotland). 


NorDig LC DVB Notes Owner/parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name company ort 


16:00 (Sunday) (Scotlan 
d) 
BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 


24 hours (England, 
Northern Ireland, Wales) 
00:00 - 
17:00 (Monday-Friday) ( 
Scotland) 
BBC Radio 2 00:00 - PSB1 
16:00 (Saturday) (Scotla 
nd) 
01:00 - 
16:00 (Sunday) (Scotlan 
d) 
24 hours (England, 
Northern Ireland, Wales) 
00:00 - 
17:00 (Monday-Friday) ( 
Scotland) 
BBC Radio 3 00:00 - PSB1 
16:00 (Saturday) (Scotla 
nd) 
01:00 - 
16:00 (Sunday) (Scotlan 
d) 


Timeshares with BBC 


Alba (Scotland). Bee 


Timeshares with BBC 


Alba (Scotland). BBC 


z BBC Radio 4 FM version. BBC 24 hours PSB1 
BBC 24 hours PSB1 


BBC Radio 5 
Live Sports BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Extra 
BBC 24 hours PSB1 


BBC Radio 4 BBC 24 hours | PSB1 | 


BBC Radio 5 
Live 


BBC Radio 6 
Music 


712 | KissFresh 
713 | K 


Bauer Radio 
Bauer Radio 


24 hours 
24 hours 


COM6 


NorDig LC DVB Notes Owner/parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name company ort 
Extra 
709 ——-— BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Network 
24 hours (England, 
Northern Ireland, Wales) 
00:00 - 
17:00 (Monday-Friday) ( 
English language, European Scotland) 
710 Seer version. Timeshares with BBC 00:00 - PSB1 
o BBC Alba (Scotland). 16:00 (Saturday) (Scotla 
nd) 
01:00 - 
16:00 (Sunday) (Scotlan 
d) 
Fala eee Bauer Radio 24 hours COM6 
Radio 


COM6 


714 | Kisstory 


Bauer Radio 


24 hours 


COM6 


iss 
Magic 105.4 
715 EM 


Bauer Radio 


24 hours 


COM6 


Bauer Radio 


24 hours 


COMO 


Kerrang! 
Radio 


716 | Heat Radio 
717 Serrang: 


Bauer Radio 


24 hours 


COMO 


Smooth 
dis Radio 


Global Radio 


24 hours 


COMO 


apita 


723 | talkSPORT 
724 & | 


Wireless Group 
Global Radio 


24 hours 
24 hours 


COM5 


COM4 


Aaaa or fa] 


NorDig LC DVB Notes Owner/parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name company ort 
Premier : AN 
725 Christian BUS le eame dan 24 hours COM6 
: Media Trust 

Radio 
727 Absolute Bauer Radio 24 hours com4 

Radio 
728 | Heart Global Radio 24 hours COM4 

oS Northern Ireland only. Raidió Teilifís 
729 na : : ra 24 hours Nlmux 
Programmes in Irish. Eireann 
Gaeltachta 

RNIB Royal National 

730 Institute of Blind 24 hours COM5 
Connect 
People 
Tal | Classic FM Global Radio 24 hours COM5 
E LBC Global Radio 24 hours COMS 

733 rer Trans World Radio 24 hours COM7 


Radio stations: BBC Local and Nations Radio variations|edit] 


In England and the Channel Islands, up to five BBC Local Radio stations are available 
over DTT. Availability of these stations varies, depending on how 

their EM and DAB broadcast areas align with locations of DTT transmitters. In Wales, 
Scotland, and Northern Ireland, national radio services are broadcast in their respective 


nations. 
: Owner/ 
H.222 T 
NorDig LC UVB Notes parent Broadcast hours deus 
N name ort 
company 


BBC Coventry 
& 


Warwickshire 


24 hours 


24 hours 


ar 


PSB1 


PSB1 


Owner/ 
parent 
company 


Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 


BBC Radio 


719 TEE RUE BBC 24 hours PSB1 
719 BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Bristol 
. Programmes mainly in 
719 SES Dad. English, but with BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Jersey some Jérriais content. 
719 aa eun BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Kent 
719 BEC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Leeds 
719 aoe oe BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Manchester 
719 cen eens BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Norfolk 
719 BBC Radio MW/Digital version. BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Scotland 
: Programmes mainly in 
719 LLL Iun English, but also in Irish BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Ulster 
res and Ulster Scots. 
719 BEC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Wales 
720 BBC Hereford BBC 24 hours PSB1 
& Worcester 
720 BBC Radio Programmes in Welsh. 


BBC 24 hours PSB1 


2 Owner/ 
NorDig LC add Notes parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name ort 
company 
Cymru 
720 BBC Badio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Devon 
720 BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Foyle 
720 BBC Badio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Lancashire 
, Programmes in Scottish 00 00 TRUE) Mondays 
720 BBC Radio | Gaelic. Timesh ith BBC ape PSB1 
nan Gàidheal agic a wi 00:00 - 16:00 (Saturday) 
a 01:00 - 16:00 (Sunday) 
720 BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Nottingham 
BBC Radio 
720 Suffolk BBC 24 hours PSB1 
720 BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
York 
BBC Three Serves Bedfordshire, Hertfo 
720 Counties rdshire and Buckinghamshi BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Radio re. 
Programmes mainly in 
721 BBC Radio English, but with BBC 24 hours PSB] 
Cornwall some Cornish-language co 
ntent. 
7a BBC Radio BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Cumbria 


Shropshire 


24 hours 


PSB1 


2 Owner/ 
NorDig LC Exe Notes parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name ort 
company 
92 BBE Padio Programmes in Welsh. 24 hours PSB1 
Cymru 2 
BBC Radio Programmes almost 
721 Gira entirely in English, but with 24 hours PSB1 
suernsey some Guernésiais content. 
721 BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 
Humberside 
721 BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 
Leicester 
21 BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 
London 
721 BBC Radio 


721 BBC Wiltshire 


24 hours 


PSB1 


BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 
BBC 


BBC Radio 

72:2 Cambridgeshi 24 hours PSB1 

re 

722 BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 
Lincolnshire 

722 BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 
Merseyside 
BBC Radio 

722 BBC Radio No Dorset opt-outs. 24 hours PSB1 

Solent 
722 BB 24 hours 


E 


PSB1 


Owner/ 
NorDig LC Notes parent Broadcast hours H.222 Transp 
N name ort 
ak company 


= Somerset 
BBC Surrey BBC 24 hours PSB1 
Serves the West Midlands. m 24 hours 


BBC Radio 
726 Solent Dorset opt-outs. BBC 24 hours PSB1 
(Dorset) 
BBC Radio e meh m 
Stoke 
BBC Radio 
BBC Radio 
Sheffield to BBC Gaal PSB1 


UJ 
UJ 
(6) 


" 


Derby 


BBC Radio 24 hours PSB1 


24 hours PSB1 


BBC Radio 
Gloucestershi 
re 


Channels removed from digital terrestrial television[edit] 
See also: List of former TV channels in the United Kingdom 


These are channels that have been removed from digital terrestrial television. 
This does not include rebranded channels or channels that have ceased 
broadcasting. 


2001 [edit] 


Date 
removed 


Taste CFN Closed December 2001. 


EPG Channel MEE sl Replaced by 
No. name 
35 laste CFN 


2001/12/01 


22 Sky Sports 2 


Granada 


Breeze 


Sky Sports 1 


Closed April 2002. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned on 1 
August 2010. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned on 1 
August 2010. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. 


Sky Sports 3 
S 


ky Movies 


Max 1 Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. 


Discovery Timeshared with Discovery Wings and both were replaced with Discovery 
36 ; : 2001/11/18 
Kids the Discovery Channel. Channel 
Discovery Timeshared with Discovery Kids and both were replaced with the Discovery 
36 : : 2001/11/18 
Wings Discovery Channel. Channel 
2002 (edit) 
EF Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
No. name 


2002/01/3 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


IDE Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. 


Premier 1 


HEN 


2002/05/0 


o. 
m m m m m m m 


Cartoon 
part of the Top Up TV Service. 


26 Sky One Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. EODD 
Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 2002/05/0 
27 Nero March 2004 on channel 32 then in 2005 moved to channel 72 as 1 


Date 
Channel 
Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
Carlton Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. It then closed 2002/05/0 
Cinema down 10 months later. 


British 
Eurosport 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in June 
2005 on channel 49 as a replacement for E4 on the Top Up TV 
Service which became free to air in May 2005. 


2002/05/0 


E 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. More than 2 
years later Plus was replaced by ITV3. 


2002/05/0 


Men & Motors 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in May 
2005 on channel 38 as part of the Freeview service. 


2002/05/0 


UK Gold 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 
March 2004 on channel 17 as part of the Top Up TV Service. 


2002/05/0 


Discovery 


Channel 


Plus 
MTV 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 
March 2004 on channel 27 as part of the Top Up TV Service. 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


Play UK 
UK Style 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. the channel 
Closed Down itself a few months later. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 
March 2004 on channel 26 as part of the Top Up TV Service. 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


Nickelodeon 


Paramount 


Comedy 


Channel 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Was timeshared 
with the Paramount Comedy channel. 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Was timeshared 
with Nickelodeon. 


NN: 
= 
E 
= 
uk 
= 
— 
LE 
= 
-— 
LI 


2002/05/0 


2002/05/0 


EEEEEEEEEERER 


E 
PS 
IF 
BE 
p 
i 
e 
a 
E 
p 
PN 


UK Horizons 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting; it closed 2 years 
later. 


2002/05/0 
1 


m 
Oy 


2 
e 


Ko) 
(ej 


The Adult 


Channel 


Channel Notes 
name 


Removed when ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. 


Removed after ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 
Television X | March 2004 on channel 60 as a pay per view channel for Freeview 
and Top Up TV. 


EIE ES 


4 FilmFour Removed after ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in July 2002/05/2 
2006 as Film4 on channel 31 and part of the Freeview service. 
Removed after ITV Digital ceased broadcasting. Returned in 2002/05/2 
42 E4 March 2004 on channel 14 as part of the Top Up TV service then 4 
on 27 May 2005 became part of the Freeview service. 
2004[edit] 

EPG channel Notes Replaced by 
No. name 


[al 


Jazz FM Smooth FM moved to channel 718 in October 2005. 


102.2 Smooth FM 


Date 
remove 
d 


2004/03/01 


2005 [edit] 
EPG Channel pote 
Notes Replaced by remove 
No. name d 
Only replaced on Freeview. Channel later rebranded to Sky Real 
1 Sky Travel Lives on all other platforms. Skya 2005/1051 
2006[eadit] 
EE Channel Pate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
38 Men & Motors ITV Play 2006/04/12 
| Sill | More4 +1 | Channel originally replaced by Big Brother Interactive Channel. Film4 | 2006/05/18 | 


EE Channel Bate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
Replaced by Film4 on 23 July 2006. 
74 Toonami Space revoked by Five to launch Five Life. Five Life 2006/09/03 
84 Bloomberg Space revoked by Five to launch Five Life. Five Life 2006/09/05 
98 Red Hot Space revoked by Five to launch Five US. Five US 2006/09/05 
Space used by Top Up TV to launch a video loop about their 
i eee anytime service. Top Up TV Promo | 2006/09/12 
S UKTV Food Space revoked by Five to launch Five Life. ein | 2006/09/26 
Top Up Space revoked by Five to launch Five US. Returned in February à 
2 TV Promo 2007 on channel 43 and in a different space on the multiplex. Eve US 2090/10/96 
| 32 | Quiz Call | Closed down after ownership sold to iTouch. Film4 +1 2006/11/15 
2007 [edit] 
EE Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
42 eoc in Removed in favour of Top Up TV Anytime 1. Top Up ib 2007/02/04 
Real Time Anytime 1 
27 Discovery Space used by Top Up TV to launch a video loop about their Top Up TV Promo | 2007/02/06 
Channel anytime service. 
Cartoon 7 : Top Up TV 
UP Nebel: Removed in favour of Top Up TV Anytime 3. Aus 2 2007/02/09 
102.2 Smooth 102.2 Smooth 
718 pes TM | 2007/03/23 
' Space used to launch Channel 4 +1 on channel 13, moving 
2 imati More4 to channel 14, E4 to channel 29 and Film4 to channel 32. au ie 2007/08/20 


EE Channel Bate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
Thomas Cook Nuts TV/The 
A TV Jewellery Channel POOTIOROL 
2008[eait] 
EE Channel Gate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
The Jewellery | Broadcast licence not renewed (for unknown reasons). Returned 
i Channel to channel 60 on 21 September 2011. oeme ay 2098/10/05 
724 Clyde 1 2008/10/30 
2009[eadit] 
EPG Channel Notes Replaced by Date 
No. name 


Quest 


2009/01/05 


Virgini 


2009/03/17 


Film4 


2009/03/31 


2009/05/01 


ILLE 


2009/10/20 


EEEEEEEE 


302 302 Space being used for HD Channels in post switchover areas. 2009/11/02 
305 305 Space being used for HD Channels in post switchover areas. 2009/11/02 
100 Teletext Channel removed from EPG on 21 June 2010. Teletext 2009/12/15 


Holidays 


2010 (edit) 


ee Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
No. name d 
Extended 
35 Virginl +1 broadcast hours | 2010/06/01 
for Yesterday. 
Extended 
41 Ideal Extra broadcast hours | 2010/06/01 
for TV News 2. 


oo 
oo 


2010/07/21 


[o0] 
UJ 


Teachers TV Channel removed from EPG on 7 October 2010. 
S 


ky Sports 
News 


Channel removed from EPG on 22 September 2010. 


Sky3 +1 


2010/08/23 


EXEC 


201 


Babestation 2 


ADULT 
Section/Extende 
d broadcast 
hours for 
Yesterday. 


2010/09/01 


2010/10/13 


E 


JML Direct Manchester only. 
CNN 


Channel removed from EPG on 27 July 2011. 


International 


=. 
LL 


2010/11/14 


86 | S4C2 | Wales only. | 2010/11/30 
2011 [edit] 
EE Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
Removed so that all of the channels owned by BSkyB 
"m Pick TV 41 could be on multiplex C and Challenge can broadcast 24 | Challenge with increased | 2011/09/2 
hours a day in Wales. Channel removed from EPG on 17 | broadcast hours in Wales 0 
October 2011. 
47 Daystar Channel removed from EPG on 24 November 2011. 2011/10/1 


ya Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
aei Se CNN. C E 
Removed to allow Television X to continue broadcasting. 2011/12/0 
1 Bo Hoty Channel removed from EPG on 9 January 2012. 1 
2012[edit] 
EE Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
192 Filth 2012/01/09 
201 Manchester only. Later returned nationwide. 2012/01 
202 K i Manchester only. Later returned. 2012/01 
203 |Movies4Men 2 Manchester only. 2012/01 
204 e ee £ Manchester only. 2012/01 
205 Men&Movies Manchester only. 2012/01 
Extended broadcast hours 
178 Playboy Channel removed from EPG on 23 January 2013. Tor viue EE ere 2012/12/01 
2013[edit] 
En Channel Date 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
57 ug Manchester only. 2013/04/23 
41 Sky Sports 1 BT Sport 1 2013/07/01 


z 
$07 


Channel 
name 


Notes Replaced by 


Date 
remove 


B 
N 


BT Sport 2 


2013/07/01 


ENBEEEE 


Sky Sports 2 
ESPN 
God TV 
Gold 
Home 


Removed with closure of Top Up TV. 


Removed with closure of Top Up TV. Returned in 


March 2016 on channel 25 as part of Freeview. 


BT Sport 
The Angel Foundation 


2013/08/01 


2013/09/10 


2013/10/31 


2013/10/31 


HHEHEHE 


57 BT Sport Removed with closure of Top Up TV. Channel Extended broadcasting 2013/11/01 
Preview removed from EPG on 4 November 2013. hours for Marketplace. 
| 53 | SAB TV | Manchester only. 2013/11/28 
2014 {[edit] 
EE Channel pate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. d 
Extended broadcasting 
180 | xxXpanded TV ugue ie SUSU UGS E a Iho) il hours for The Jewellery 2014/01/30 
platforms. 
Channel 
| 53 | Lamhe | Manchester only. | 2014/10/23 
2015 {edit] 
EPG Channel Date 
Notes 
No. name removed 


58 


LE 


BT Sport 2 


BT Sport 


ELE: 


Replaced by 
BT Showcase 
ITVBe +1 


2015/01/01 


ELI 


2015/06/02 


2016iedit] 


EPG Channel Notes Replaced by Date 
No. name removed 
| 240 | Motors TV Streamed version. 2016/03/23 
2017 [edit] 
EPG Date 


ee) 
co 


DER 


Notes 


Channel 
name 
Front Runner 
TV 


Rishtey Channel later became a pay TV channel on satellite. 


Cineplex 


removed 


d 
NN 
— 


2017/07/05 


2017/07/18 


BEL 


726 U105 Northern Ireland only. 2017/08/02 
2018 [edit] 
EPG Channel Notes Replaced by Date 
No. name removed 
| 82 Vintage TV Channel removed from the EPG in early 2019. | 2018/08/03 | 
2019 [edit] 
EF Channel pate 
G Notes Replaced by remove 
name 
No. 
Sony Chine This channel on the Manchester multiplex was then 
60 ET T changed to channel 61 as Sony Movies +1 took the Sony Channel +1 2019/09/10 


E 


old EPG number. 


Your TV 


2019/09/27 


ERE 


See also[edit] 


e Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


e Local television in the United Kingdom 
e Freeview (UK) 


e [TV Digital 
e Top Up TV 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "Local TV broadcasters". Ofcom. 4 May 2018. Retrieved 17 May 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Freeview - Channels 
e Digital UK - Listings 
e Ofcom - Current TV broadcast licensees: Digital terrestrial television 


Local television in the United Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
e challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Local television in the United 

Kingdom" - news + newspapers * books « scholar * JSTOR (February 

2016) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Local television in the United Kingdom, described in legislation as Local Digital 
Television Programme Services (L-DTPS), provides a television station for a specific 
local area. Successful applicants are awarded a sole licence for their chosen area, and 
are expected to locate their studios within the same area. They broadcast on the digital 
terrestrial (DTT) system, as used by the national Freeview service. 


The independent regulator, Ofcom, invites applications in all areas where transmission 
is technically possible, and assesses proposals against the statutory criteria. 


Availability[edit] 


The multiplexes that the stations operate on are operated by Comux, owned by the 
local TV broadcasters with operations run by Canis Media.2 


In England and Northern Ireland, the local channels were on channel 8 and in Scotland 
and Wales they were originally given channel 45; however, after a number of channel 
closures, channel 23 was used. Following the closure of BBC Three, the local stations 
moved to channel 7 in England and Northern Ireland, and channel 8 in Scotland and 
Wales. Some local stations in England however are broadcast on Channel 8 for other 
reasons. Some stations are also available (in their local areas) via cable (Virgin Media) 
channel 159 and satellite (Sky) channel 117 (channel 134 in Wales because channel 117 


is already occupied). Channels 168, 169 and 209 (previously 216) were used if a region 
wants multiple local TV channels on Sky before 1 May 2018. 


Phase 1[edit] 


In May 2012, Local TV areas were selected to invite bids for providing a local TV service. 
Bi 


Primary location Ua Li anning Launch Other bids: 
r operator“ date 
Aberdeen Durris ds DIM 


(Aberdeen) 2017 


24 April 
Ayr Darvel STV2 (Ayr) 2017 
Basingstoke Hannington ars E 
2asingstoke canningten Hampshire 2017 
29 
Belfast Divis NVTV Septembe | Made in Belfast 
r 2014 
Sutton Big Centre ae Pran aden 
Birmingham arate ay plese February | Birmingham, YourTV 
Coldfield TV des 
2015 Birmingham 
; Whitehawk 28 August 
Woltenawk. 
Brighton and Hove Hill Latest TV 2014 none 
Bristol Mendi Made in. aded none 
IR. CHGHOLR Bristol 2014 
Cambridge Madingley MEE 1o August none 


Cambridge | 2015 


Carlisle Galdbecie Wil ees 
Carlisle 
. Made in : 
Cardiff Wenvoe Cardiff October Cardiff Local TV 
aaa 2014 
STV2 24 April 
Edinburgh News 
S 12 Network, Made in 
Edinburgh Craigkelly EE January $ 
Edinburgh"! Edinburgh, Metro8 
2015 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow TV, Made in 
Glasgow Black Hill P Glasgow, Metro8 
Glasgow"! sessio 


Grimsby Belmont Estuary TV" | Novembe 
r 2013 
Guildford ener) | Bets 
Surrey® 
Madein Leeds TV, Metro8 
Leeds Emley Moor leedsi. Novembe | Leeds, NORTH, YourTV 
A r 2014 Leeds 
e Bav TV 4 Made in Liverpool, 
' Winter Hill | Pay Decembe | Metro8 Liverpool, Our- 
Liverpool A [10] G 
Liverpool r 2014 TV, YourTV Liverpool 
Storeton 


London Crystal London 31 March | London8, LondonTV, 
Palace, Made in London, 


Croydon, 
Hemel Liveuu 2014 YourTV London 
Hempstead 
: : : 11 July 
Maidstone/Tonbridge | Bluebell Hill | KMTV Kent 2017 TVKent 


Made in Manchester, 
Manchester News 
: That's. 31 May Channel, MCR TV, 
sre geste mund Manchester | 2015 Metro8 
Manchester, YourTV 
Manchester 


f r Made in 30 March ao 
Miadlesbrougn Biisdale , 
Middlesbrough Bilsdale Teesside |2017 
Made in 
Moel-y-Parc | North Serch TV Mold 
Wales! 


; Mustard 24 March 
; Waltham 27 May Tw 
Nottingham Notts TV 2014 Television Nottingham 
Nottingham 
T2 


Made in Metro8 Newcastle, 
Newcastle/Sunderland | Pontop Pike | Tyne & Novembe | NEON-TV, YourTV 
Wear? r 2014 Newcastle 
That's à 
Oxford Sau | eU PU boards oyster] re 
a pemcec sca EZ IPS 
That's eyes | eee 
Preston/Blackpool Winter Hill Lancashire £ g Preston, YourTV 
[a DE. 2015 
Blackpool & Preston 
That's 
. : 3 May 
Reading Hannington | Thames. 2017 
Valley" 


That's 19 July 


Salisbury Salisbury Salisburyzu |2017 
SCOPO TRE Oliver's That's North | 1 August 
»acarborougn : 
g Mount Yorkshire 2017 
Sheffield = Metro8 Sheffield 
Sheffield Sheffield Live TV Septembe YourTV Sheffield 
CIE DD r 2014 
Southampton That's ae 
Southampton/ That's. 
Poenau Rowridge Em Novembe | TV Solent 
UP RIDERS LAE) EG r 2014 
That's 
; : 12 July 
Swansea Kilvey Hill Swansea Love Swansea 
2016 
Bay 
' ^ 26 June 
York Bilsdale That's York 2017 none 


In August 2012, 57 applications were received to provide these services. Bristol, 
Brighton & Hove and Grimsby attracted only one bid each. Plymouth and Swansea 
received no bids from potential broadcasters. 2! 


T The owners of Birmingham licence City8 went into administration before the channel 
launched. The licence was re-awarded to another operator, Big Centre TV.25 


Phase 2[edit] 


In March 2013, Ofcom announced that more areas had been selected to invite bids for 
local television services, in addition to re-advertising the previously un-awarded 
Swansea and Plymouth locations.2s 


Primary Transmitt Winning Launch Other bids: 
location er operator date 
Bangor Llanddona not awarded? Bay TV Gwynedd 
Bedford not awarded 


Bromsgrove not awarded 


ET pices L 
-— 00 pem 2 NEN 


subit PEE 


Lincolnshire Belmont us > ' 
Tae ee ENTE] REC ae Lincolnshire 
Luton Sandy. not awarded 

Heath 


ICTV (Moray Firth Media 
Trust) 


Plymouth Caradon Hill | That's Plymouth 


Avon 


See also[edit] 


Bay TV Stoke 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 


m Television portal 


EIS united Kingdom portal 
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Analogue television in the United 

Kingdom includes terrestrial, satellite and cable services that were broadcast 

using analogue television signals. Following the termination of Virgin Media's analogue 
cable television service in Milton Keynes in November 2013, all television in the United 
Kingdom is broadcast in digital only. 


Terrestrial[edit] 
Main article: Analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


Analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom was, traditionally, the method 
most people in the UK, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man used to receive television. It 
was phased out and replaced by digital terrestrial television between 2007 and 2012 on 
a region-by-region basis. Before the switchover, some people struggled to receive the 
digital transmissions as power levels were very low from some transmitters. 


Satellite[edit] 


When Direct-To-Home satellite broadcasting first came to the UK, there was competition 
between Sky Television and BSB, each which used competing technologies. Sky used 
the already common PAL picture format, and shared space on the Astra 19.2?E Pan- 
European cluster of satellites, whereas BSB used D-MAC carrier modulation, a bespoke 
system designed by the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA). Alongside this, at the 
heart of the BSB advertising campaign was the 'Squarial', a diamond-shaped flat 
Satellite antenna, much smaller and (supposedly) aesthetically pleasing to the eye, 
unlike the 80CM dishes that were supplied by Sky. By developing such a bespoke 
system, BSB was significantly more expensive than Sky Television's satellite offering, 
and sign-up rates to BSB were low. Only 6 months after launch, the two companies 
merged to form British Sky Broadcasting, moving all customers to the cheaper, but 
inferior Astra and PAL system. 


In more recent times, BSkyB, launched a digital service (called Sky Digital) in October 
1998 based on DVB-S. This allowed many more channels and was marketed with a 
smaller dish. Take-up was very quick and successful, and Sky discontinued the former 
analogue service in June 2001 - just three years after digital satellite was launched. 


Although some of the channels which had been part of their package, such 
as CNN and CNBC Europe, have continued broadcasting unaffected by Sky's departure. 


It was originally planned for the analogue switch-off to occur on 31 December 2002, but 
this was achieved 15 months earlier. The last three channels, Sky Premier, Sky 

One and Sky Sports 2, were switched off at 00:01 on 28 September 2001." Sky 
analogue equipment could still pick up German channels until 30 April 2012 when they 
were shut down. 


Cable[edit] 


Cable also broadcasts using standard (PAL) signals though often scrambled to prevent 
people watching the channels without paying a subscription. 


Cable has not fully transitioned to the digital format (DVB-C) as some parts of the 
physical cable network are not suitable for transmitting the digital signals. 


In most analogue cable TV areas, customers received a letter from Virgin Media offering 
a free switch to their digital TV service. If the customer chose not to migrate to digital, 
they would've lost all TV channels when the switch off occurred. 


Customers with the cable feed plugged directly into their TV or have an RF bypass 
installed, which allows them to watch the analogue terrestrial channels independent of 
their set-top box, will also cease to receive channels when the analogue signal is 
switched off. Customers will still be able to receive channels via their digital set-top box. 
In some parts of the network where digital cable is available, analogue transmissions 
have been ceased in order that the bandwidth may be used for more data for the digital 
platform, in others both systems run alongside each other, though often new channels 
will launch on digital at the expense of channels on the older analogue network, which 
encourages those users to switch. 


A TV that is capable of tuning frequencies used for cable is required for watching, plus 
note that no channels are receivable in Ex-Telewest areas as Virgin Media have stopped 
their analogue television in these areas. 


Milton Keynesrieait] 


In Milton Keynes, there has been a cable network ownership dispute 

between BT and Virgin Media for a decade. Milton Keynes was designated as a new 
town in 1967 and benefited by having the UK's first ever analogue cable television 
networks, owned by BT. In the 1990s, EU competition forced BT to sell/lease the service 
to NTL (later becoming Virgin Media). Since then, BT and Virgin have been unable to 
reach agreement on physical access, and as a result, Virgin Media are unable to offer 
digital cable TV in Milton Keynes. 


In Milton Keynes in 2009, there were about 35 channels available on the analogue cable 
network, of which 18 were free-to-air. Account holder residents paid at least £4 monthly 
for TV, which included the following channels: BBC News, British Eurosport, Cartoon 
Network, CNBC, CNN, Discovery Channel, Discovery Home & Leisure, Universal 
Channel, Movies 24, MTV, Film4, QVC and Yesterday. There were four optional add-on 
packs, which include channels: Challenge, Gold, Nickelodeon, VH1, Sky 

Living, Sky1, Comedy Central, TCM, Syfy, The History Channel, National 

Geographic and Sky News, which ranged from £5 to £13 extra per month. 


From 28 November 2013, Virgin Media ceased to provide an analogue TV service in 
Milton Keynes.“ 


Meanwhile, BT are re-using the cable TV ducting to run fibre optic broadband cabling as 
part of the FTTP trial in the town. 


Westminsterireait] 


Westminster in London had the same problem, where BT owned the cables. Residents 
are also unable to install satellite dishes due to constraints. BT's cables have insufficient 
bandwidth, so Virgin are unable to provide fibre optic services there, which in turn 
means no digital cable TV. For years, residents were waiting for digital cable TV to 
come, but finally on 8 August 2011, Virgin Media withdrew all its services in 
Westminster, including its analogue TV service. It was closed completely in January 
2012. Now with satellite not allowed in the district and IPTV unable to get signals, the 
only option left is terrestrial television, like Freeview. 
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Analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom was originally the method 
by which the significant majority of viewers in the UK, the Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man received television. Analogue terrestrial television broadcasts have ceased 
everywhere in the UK with Northern Ireland being the last region to have ceased 
broadcasting analogue terrestrial television broadcasts. Northern Ireland switched off 
the last analogue television signals, making all of the United Kingdom only capable of 
receiving digital television, in the early hours of 24 October 2012. It has been 
completely replaced by digital terrestrial television and other non-terrestrial means as 
of the end of 2012. 


Channels available[edit] 


The following channels, all of which are free-to-air, were available on a national basis 
and continue to be available via digital terrestrial television: 


. BBC One 

. BBC Two 

. ITV (made up of a number of regional franchises) 

. Channel 4 (S4C in Wales before analogue services closed there.) 
5. Channel 5 


Prior to the cessation of analogue services, the first four services were available to 9996 
of households, with the more recent Channel 5 available to around 7096. There were 
additionally a number a smaller local channels available in particular areas, such 

as Channel M, which was available in Manchester and Six TV available in Oxford, 
Southampton, Reading and Portsmouth. 


AUNE 


ITV, BBC One and BBC Two carried regional programmes, such as the local news, and 
continue to do so digitally. The ITV Network is made up of a number of regional 
operators, though a series of consolidations it all being owned by ITV plc, bar two. 


Additional services[edit] 


All channels carried at least one teletext service. This included subtitles for many 
programmes. 


Broadcasters[edit] 


The terrestrial analogue services themselves were in most cases unique when 
compared to most non-analogue broadcast services (such as those available via digital 
satellite), in that they are much older, contain a much more diverse range of 
programming, rather than centring on a specific genre (all five major stations carry 
news bulletins, for example) and all hold some form of public service requirement in 
terms of their output. 


BBC [edit] 


The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) began a regular television service, one of 
the first in the world, in 1936 as the BBC Television Service, funded to this day by a 
yearly mandatory licence fee. Since 1964 the BBC have provided two analogue 
television services, BBC One and BBC Two. Both services carried a wide variety of 
content as well as regional variations in programming and sometimes continuity. 
Latterly the BBC Two variations have been limited to England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. For many years, BBC One in Wales was effectively a separate 
service, BBC Wales, though many programmes were common to both it and BBC One 
proper. 


ITV[edit] 


ITV (Independent Television) was established in 1954, providing the first commercial 
alternative to the BBC. Programmes would be funded through the ‘selling’ of air-time for 
the playing of advertisements; the broadcasters, the first of which began broadcasting 
in 1955, would be privately owned. 


An Independent Television Authority (ITA), (superseded by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA), Independent Television Commission (ITC) and 

latterly Ofcom) would choose the companies licensed to broadcast on a periodic basis. 
Each company would be (and nominally still is) afforded a 'franchise' to broadcast to a 
specific coverage area of the UK, with larger areas sometimes having two broadcasters 


'time-sharing' a channel between weekdays and weekends. A separate nationwide 
'breakfast' franchise also began in 1983. 


Most viewers would only receive one service (unless they happened to receive signals 
from two transmitters in different areas). Each regional 'franchisee' would broadcast a 
combination of unique regional programmes and shared 'networked' content aired 
nationwide; the latter practice becoming ever more commonplace throughout the 
network's history. Originally each company would broadcast with their own, unique 
station name, such as "Yorkshire Television" or "Associated-Rediffusion"; with separate 
continuity announcers and on-screen presentation. It was not until the late 1980s that 
popular use of the name "ITV" was used as a major on-screen brand, a practice which 
did not become universal in the ITV plc owned regions until the early 2000s. 


ITV was established as a public service broadcaster with various requirements placed 
upon it affecting the nature of broadcast content, mandatory programming, daily limits 
on broadcast hours, strict controls on advertising practices and the process by which 
franchises were awarded. 


Various relaxations on these requirements and restrictions were made throughout its 
history, with a substantial set of deregulation taking place upon the implementation of 
the Broadcasting Act 1990. Lifting of ownership restrictions resulting from this act and 
subsequent acts resulted in a single ITV plc owning and operating the majority of 
franchises by the early 2000s, with a common identity as 'ITV'. Three exceptions 
remain; STV Group plc, owns two franchises in Scotland broadcasting 

as STV whilst UTV broadcasts to Northern Ireland under that name. 


Other relaxations have substantially reduced the requirement for ITV to air particular 
types of programmes, though requirements such as local and national news provision 
remain. 


The 1990 act formally introduced the legal title of 'Channel 3', though with limited 
exceptions this has never been used on-screen. 


For many years, the ITA, IBA and the ITV companies campaigned for further frequencies 
on which to broadcast, though these goals were never wholly realised on analogue. 


Channel 4 and S4Crjeait] 


After many decades of demand by the commercial broadcasters for a second 
commercial station or network of stations, Channel 4 and S4C were launched in 1982. 
Channel 4 was originally run as a uniform national service, by the IBA through a 
subsidiary, the Channel Four Broadcasting Company. Channel 4 does not make the 
programmes it broadcasts; content is commissioned from independent, private 
production companies such as the ITV companies and companies not related to ITV who 
had previously little space to broadcast in the UK. Channel 4 was originally funded by 
allowing each local ITV franchisee to sell adverts during the station's airtime in their 
area in exchange for a guaranteed income to be paid to the IBA. The station was 
established with the intention to provide programmes for minority groups and cater for 
specialist interests and has a remit that details these obligations. 


Since the abolition of the IBA, which took effect in 1993, Channel 4 has been run by the 
publicly owned, Channel Four Television Corporation and manages its own advertising. 


S4C (Welsh: Sianel Pedwar Cymru; Channel 4 Wales) began broadcasts the day before 
Channel 4 after demands for a dedicated Welsh-language service for Wales. Previously 
ITV and the BBC were obliged to air Welsh language programmes, though these were 

often shown at off-peak times. S4C broadcast in place of Channel 4 which would never 


be available in Wales via analogue terrestrial; consequently some Channel 4 
programmes were aired during off-peak times on SAC. Digital platforms in Wales 
provide both services; S4C's digital variant airing Welsh-language content only. 


S4C is operated by the SAC Authority, independent of the IBA and latterly Ofcom and is 
funded through advertising and direct government funding. The BBC also airs its Welsh 
language programmes on the service, funded by the licence fee. S4C ceased 
broadcasting on analogue at the end of March 2010, when the last analogue television 
transmissions in Wales ended. 


Channel 5 [edit] System A 405 
lines on Band I 

A fifth service was licensed during the 1990s and began (Ch 1-5) and 

broadcasts in 1997, called Channel 5, it has since been re- Band III (6-13) 

branded as Five and later back to Channel 5 in August 2010. 

The Channel 5 licence has one single licensee and provides a C Video Audio 

nationwide service. Compared to the other analogue h | (MHz) (MHz) 


broadcasters, it has relatively few public-service obligations, 

provision of news programming being one exception. Limited 

space within the analogue television bands meant Channel 5 had| 1, 45.00, 41.50 
substantially reduced coverage compared to the other networks, 

at around 70% coverage. Dsl 7s EAS E 


Restricted service licencesieait] 


Main article: Restricted Service Licence S| AEE EE 
In addition to the five national networks, a limited number of 4286157553 19958725 
local stations were broadcast to various towns and cities under 

what was known as a Restricted Service Licence. These occupied 5| dwsss| 63.25 
channels unused by the other broadcasters that could be used ` ` 
without causing interference in other regions, and were 


frequently broadcast at a lower power than the major channels. 6 179.7 176.25 
Their output was mainly local, and each contract for an RSL 5 ) 
lasted four years until 2004 when media regulator Ofcom stated 
that each licence will be renewed up until digital switchover. 184.7 

7 5 181725 
Broadcasting technology[edit] 
405 line systemrieait] S xd ses 


Television broadcasting began on an experimental basis by 
the BBC in London in 1936 on VHF Band I. Initially the service 
was operated using two competing systems: 9 194.7 191.25 


The earliest television broadcasts used the 240-line Baird system 
and the 405-line Marconi-EMI system on alternate weeks. 
However, the Baird system proved too cumbersome and by early | 19 | 199-7 | 196 55 


1937 had been dropped and the Marconi-EMI system became the 5 

standard. This system was later codified by the ITU's CCIR 

(now ITU-R) on an international conference in Stockholm in 1961 204.7 

as System A. 11 5 201.25 
12 Re 206.25 
13 214-7 2381525 


Different broadcast stations across the country were broadcast 
on different channels to avoid interference and allow for regional 
variations. 


Broadcast was suspended during the Second World War but 
resumed in 1946. The BBC was joined on this system in 1955 
with the launch of commercial television in the form of the 
regional Independent Television (ITV) network, managed by 
the Independent Television Authority (ITA), which also saw the 
use of VHF Band III. 


This was the sole system in existence until the preparations for 
the introduction of 625-line transmission in 1964 and was put out 
of use at the start of 1985. 


625 line systemieait] 


1964 saw the launch of a third television service, known 

as BBC2, and with it the introduction of the 625 line service 

on UHF Bands IV and V. Whilst the extra lines theoretically 
offered better resolution and picture clarity, the fledgling 
network of new transmitters required to provide the service 
offered far inferior coverage compared with the existing VHF 
services and was prone to increased interference often resulting 
in poor picture quality. Furthermore, few people had the new 
sets required to receive the new service or the different type of 
aerial required to pick up the UHF signal. 


Colour| edit] 


During the late 1950s, when the decision to introduce colour 
television was first seriously mooted, the then two main systems 
for consideration were the French SECAM and 

American NTSC systems, the latter generally considered superior 
and expected to be adopted. Throughout the 1960s a third 
competing system, PAL, became available and was eventually 
adopted by the GPO for use on the 625 line service, to be known 
as System | or PAL-I. 


Broadcast on this system officially commenced in 1967 with 
BBC2's (and the UK's) launch of colour television programming, 
though previous years had seen many unofficial colour test films 
outside of official broadcasting hours, including some which 
trialled NTSC and SECAM. BBC2 was joined in 1969 by BBC1 and 
the main ITV franchises (the rest following in stages into the 
1970s). Both BBC1 and ITV continued to broadcast 
simultaneously on the VHF system A until 1985 


NICAM-728 Digital stereo[ edit] 


Without affecting the definition of the "PAL-I" system, the UK also 
used a digital stereo companding system on analogue terrestrial 
television called NICAM. Standing for Near Instantaneous 
Companded Audio Multiplex and used for digital stereo TV 
broadcasts to the public, it used the NICAM digital audio system 
used since the early 1970s for transmitting the audio carrier 


System I 625 
lines (Bands IV 


and V) 

*not in use until 
later date 
Video | Audio 
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signal of a broadcast between two or more regional broadcasters and sometimes to the 
transmitters, where it was converted back to an analogue FM audio carrier 6 MHz above 
the video carrier signal. 


Reception of the NICAM signal provided the user had a VCR or a TV capable of decoding 
the NICAM signal, which was broadcast on a carrier 6.552 MHz above the video carrier, 
and thus just 0.552 MHz above the FM mono audio carrier. The first UK NICAM stereo 
broadcast was made in May 1986 on BBC2, NICAM slowly being rolled out across the UK 
and across the broadcaster's programme schedules over the next 5 years, culminating 
in the official launch of NICAM on the BBC in 1991, ITV and Channel 4 having begun 
broadcasting NICAM in 1989 and 1990 respectively. 


The service was sometimes referred to by its full, official, name, NICAM-728 - the 728 
denoting the datarate of the digital stereo information - the datarate was 728kbit/s, 
non-PCM. 


Channel allocations| edit] 


The 625 line system divided the spectrum into 44 channels, 21-34 and 39-68 (Bands IV 
and V). These channels were allocated, by the GPO, to the broadcasters to allow for four 
networks to operate with eventual maximum coverage and minimum cross-network 
interference. The two BBC channels and the ITV network were catered for, as well as 
space for a future fourth network, at the time expected to be a second network for 

the ITA. The fourth network didn't come into being until the Broadcasting Act 

1980 created Channel 4 and SAC. This early provision meant that near complete 
coverage was afforded to both networks at launch, in 1982. 


When Channel 5 launched in 1997 it was allocated UHF channels which were in use by 
many domestic VCRs, requiring a massive equipment retuning exercise to be 
undertaken at the broadcaster's expense. Additionally, lack of compatibility with older 
antennas, plus existing use of the channels by stations in France, meant that Channel 5 
never acquired the level of analogue coverage enjoyed by the other broadcasters. !##en 


needed) 


Digital switch-over[edit] 
Further information: Digital switchover dates in the United Kingdom 


The government was committed to switching terrestrial television broadcasting to fully 
digital by 2012. The digital network features six multiplexes at each of the 80 main 
nodes, at other nodes there is only three multiplexes because fewer broadcasters were 
interested in the less densely populated regions. A company called Digital UK was set 
up to handle the change. The switch was on a region by region basis using the ITV 
regions as a basis. The schedule was announced by Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, Tessa Jowell on 15 September 2005 


Some concern had been raised that the London region would be switched shortly before 
the city hosts the Olympic Games. Jowell said "/ can assure you that I did not slog for 
two years to bring the games here just to see Londoners reduced to huddling round the 
wireless to find out who won the hundred metres, | am completely confident that our 
timetable is a sensible one which will ensure that digital services are delivered with no 
disruption to the viewing public during the Games themselves." 


It was also announced that a support scheme would be put in place to ensure that no 
one is left behind in the switch. It provided help with equipment and installation and 


follow-up support for people aged 75 years and over and people with significant 
disabilities. The scheme was funded by the BBC through the licence fee. 


The final region to switch off was Northern Ireland, on 23 October 2012. To dedicate the 
permanent switching-off of analogue in Northern Ireland, and, by extension, the United 
Kingdom, BBC Northern Ireland and UTV together aired "The Magic Box", a programme 
dedicated to analogue TV: it became the last programme broadcast in analogue in the 
United Kingdom." 
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There are four major forms of digital television (DTV) broadcast in the United Kingdom: 
a direct-to-home satellite service from the Astra 28.2?E satellites provided by Sky UK, 

a cable television service provided by Virgin Media (known as Virgin TV); a free-to-air 
satellite service called Freesat; and a free-to-air digital terrestrial service 

called Freeview. In addition, an IPTV system known as BT Vision is provided by BT. 
Individual access methods vary throughout the country. 7796 of the United Kingdom has 
access to HDTV via terrestrial digital television. Satellite is the only source of HDTV 
broadcast available for the remaining 23%. 


Major forms of broadcast DTV[edit] 


Terrestrial [edit] 
Main article: Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


The initial attempt at launching a digital terrestrial broadcasting service, ONdigital (later 
called ITV Digital), was unsuccessful and the company went into liquidation. Some 
observers have argued that this failure stemmed from the Government's eagerness in 
having sold off too much TV spectrum to launch Channel 5 (the last UK terrestrial 
analogue channel), and ONdigital's short-sightedness in over-extending its use of 
available bandwidth: using poor signal encoding to maintain compatibility with 

early set-top boxes, optimising their broadcasts for capacity rather than reliability, and 
cramming too many channels into the available bandwidth. 


ITV Digital was replaced in late 2002 by Freeview, which uses the same DVB- 

T technology, but with higher levels of error correction and more robust (but lower- 
capacity) modulation on the "Public Service" multiplexes in an attempt to counter the 
reception problems which dogged its predecessor. Rather than concentrating on Pay. 
TV services, Freeview uses the available capacity to provide a free-to-air service that 
includes all the existing five free-to-air analogue terrestrial channels and about twenty 
new digital channels. All services are transmitted in standard definition—576i in the UK 
—many using an anamorphic widescreen format. 


31 March 2004 saw the return of a limited pay-television offering to the digital 
terrestrial platform with the launch of Top Up TV. This new service is designed to appeal 
to those who do not want to pay the higher subscription fees that Sky Television and the 
Cable networks demanded. The service carries some of the UK's most watched channels 
including the Discovery Channel, UKTV Gold, Discovery Real Time, British 

Eurosport and Cartoon Network. The 10 channels are split into five different slots and 
broadcast for only part of the day. In October 2006, Top Up TV became Top Up TV 
Anytime, taking advantage of the increase in the popularity of PVRs, and its limited 
channel space. Now over 100 programs are broadcast overnight and added to the 

box's hard disk, so that it may be watched at any time. Channels that joined the service 
include MTV, Nickelodeon and Hallmark Channel. 


2005 saw the first areas of the United Kingdom losing their analogue signal in a pilot 
test. The residents of Ferryside and Llansteffan in Carmarthenshire, Wales who had not 
already upgraded to digital television were given a free set-top box to receive 

the Freeview television service, which includes Channel 4 (previously unavailable 
terrestrially from transmitters in Wales) and S4C- 2, which broadcasts sessions of 

the National Assembly for Wales. Digital transmissions for this pilot commenced in 
December 2004, at which time a message was added to the analogue picture advising 
viewers that the analogue services would end in February 2005. The pilot paved the 
way for full switch-over to digital television signals throughout the United Kingdom by 
the Government's deadline of 2012. 


The year 2005 also saw the announcement by Ofcom of the proposed analogue switch 
off plans for the UK. It is proposed that the switch off will progress on an ITV region by 
region basis starting in 2008 starting in the Border Television region and ending in 

the Channel Television region in 2012. The coverage of the three public service 
multiplexes will be the same as that enjoyed by the current analogue TV stations, while 
the three commercial multiplexes will cover approximately 9096 of the UK population. To 
improve long standing interference issues in the Meridian and Anglia franchise areas a 
small number of new transmitters will be brought into service when those regions are 
converted in 2010 and 2011. These plans were confirmed by the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Tessa Jowell, on 15 September 2005. [1]. 


See Digital switchover in the United Kingdom. 


Freeview HD[edit] 


Freeview HD launched in December 2009, from the Crystal Palace and Winter Hill 
transmitters, to coincide with digital switchover at the latter. Receivers did not, 
however, appear in the shops until February 2010. BBC HD, ITV HD, BBC One 

HD and Channel 4 HD are the currently available terrestrial HDTV channels. The 
broadcast mode is DVB-T2, using MPEG4 encoding. 


The BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 ran terrestrial HDTV trials involving 450 homes 
in the London area during June-December 2006 on locally unused frequencies [2]. As 
part of this trial, the BBC broadcast BBC HD free to air. The trial homes received an HD- 
capable set-top box; the services could also be received and played back by a PC 
equipped with a DVB-T card that is within range (as the broadcast is not encrypted) 
using a software H.264 decoder. 


Cablereait] 


Main article: Cable television in the United Kingdom 


Digital Cable in the United Kingdom is available through Virgin Media and several local 
cable companies. 


Trials of the UK's first HDTV service began on 2 December 2005. Telewest, a cable 

TV company now part of Virgin Media, distributed HDTV programs to 400 customers in 
the south London area. Following the merger of NTL & Telewest and the creation 

of Virgin Media HDTV was rolled out across the network, including former NTL areas. 
The service is provided via a personal video recorder, branded as V+ and formally 
known as TV Drive.” 


Satellitej|eait] 


On 1 November 2005 ITV turned off encryption on all of its satellite based signals, 
following the lead from the BBC. These transmissions are on a limited spotbeam which 
is aimed primarily towards the United Kingdom, via the Astra 2D satellite located 

at 28.2? east. This theoretically limits reception to the UK, Ireland, Iceland and the 
northern region of France, allowing ITV to fulfil licensing agreements with content 
producers. However, many people report successful reception of these signals from 
across Europe by using larger dishes. 


Sky HD is offered by Sky in both the United Kingdom and Ireland as an add-on to their 
existing Sky subscription service. The BBC is broadcasting BBC HD as a free-to- 

air channel from the Astra 2D satellite, and the channel can be viewed for free with 
suitable satellite reception equipment. There are additional equipment and subscription 
charges for HD from Sky TV but they are broadcasting an increasing number of 
channels in the HD format. Sky also offers a free-to-air version of its regular Sky service 
known as Freesat from Sky. Freesat from Sky provides a non-subscription card for public 
service broadcast channels Channel 4 and Channel 5, however Channel 4 

London, Film4, Film4+1 are free-to-air. 


In September 2005, the BBC and ITV announced a free-to-air satellite service as a 
competitor to Freesat from Sky, to be called Freesat. Launched in May 2008, Freesat 
offers all BBC and ITV digital TV channels, plus other channels, interactive services, and 
radio channels, all using existing broadcasts from Astra 28.2°E. It is being touted as the 
satellite equivalent to Freeview, especially for areas unable to receive the 

Freeview DTT service.“ 


High-definition[edit] 
Main article: High-definition television in the United Kingdom 


The UK now has 3 main ways of accessing high definition television channels. 
Free-to-air(|edit] 


The BBC has launched its own high-definition service called BBC HD which is currently 
available via Digital Satellite. Rather than simulcasting one of the corporation's existing 
channels, the channel broadcasts for several hours per day and broadcasts a selection 
of its high-definition programming. 


BBC HD is also available on Virgin Media and Freeview. 
BBC One HD was launched on 3 November 2010 on Sky, Virgin, Freesat and Freeview. 


During 2006, ITV trialled its high-definition service ITV HD. This trial was a Digital 
Terrestrial trial which broadcast only from the Crystal Palace transmitting station in 


London. The channel was transitioned as a full service initially only on Freesat in Spring 
2 0 0 8 : [citation needed] 


Free-to-view edit] 


Channel 4 launched a high-definition simulcast, Channel 4 HD of its main channel on 
digital satellite in December 2007. It also took part in the terrestrial trial mentioned 
above and launched on Freeview on 31 March 2010. 


ITV HD operated as an occasional service as part of the Freesat network, available on 
the "red button" with Freesat receivers only. It then relaunched as ITV1 HD on 2 April 
2010 as a full service across all platforms. 


Subscription [edit] 
Sky offers five HD sports channels, along with a HD sports news channel, ten HD movie 
channels, and several other subscription HD channels, such as Discovery HD. 


With Sky, there are BBC HD, Channel 4 HD, Sky1 HD, FX HD, Sky Arts HD, Luxe.tv HD, 
Sky Premiere HD, Sky Movies HD1 & 2, Sky Sports HD1,2 & 3, Discovery HD, National 
Geographic Channel HD, History Channel HD & Sky Box Office HD1 & 2 and Sci-Fi HD. 


Public consultation on the Trust's provisional conclusions on the proposed BBC HD 
service] ended on 23 October 2007. © 


See also[edit] 


e Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 
e Digital television transition 

e Digital TV Group 

e HDTV 

e Astra 28.2°E 
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Digital terrestrial television in the United 
Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 
Main article: Digital terrestrial television 


Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom encompasses over 100 
television, radio and interactive services broadcast via the United Kingdom's terrestrial 
television network and receivable with a standard television set. The majority of digital 
terrestrial television (DTT) services, including the five former analogue channels, are 
broadcast free-to-air, and a further selection of encrypted pay TV services (such as BT 
Sport) are also available. 


Freeview is the only DTT service since Top Up TV closed in 2013. BT TV offers only BT 
Sport on DTT and their other services are carried via IPTV signals. 


The digital broadcasting technology adopted in the UK is the DVB-T system (Digital 
Video Broadcasting - Terrestrial) carrying compressed digital audio, video and other 
data in a combined transport stream, using COFDM modulation. A total of eight national 
and one local 'multiplexes' are broadcast in the UK, guaranteed to reach over 90% of 
the country. Three of the multiplexes, carrying the free public service channels 
operated by the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, SAC and Channel 5, are guaranteed wider 
coverage still, reaching 98.596 of the country including areas dependent on low-power 
local relays." 


In the UK, the switchover from analogue to digital TV started on 17 October 2007 and 
was completed on 24 October 2012. Each group of regional transmitters had its 
analogue broadcasts switched off at a certain point between those dates. 


Receiving and recording[edit] 


Digital Terrestrial Television is commonly received by means of a compatible set-top 
box or integrated digital television (IDTV), connected to an appropriate receiving 
antenna. In most cases, reception is possible using aerials originally used for analogue 
television. 


Transmissions may be recorded in many ways - such as via the connection of a set-top- 
box to an existing 'analogue' video or DVD recorder, or by the use of newer models of 
such recorders which have built-in digital tuners. However the most common option is 
by the use of set-top-boxes which incorporate a hard disk drive, and allow the recording 
of the digital signal directly to disk, for later replay. Recording on such boxes, known 


as Personal Video Recorders or PVRs, is more convenient, as programmes may be easily 
selected for recording from an on-screen programme guide, with no need to specify 
explicit start and end times for recordings, and no need to program more than one 
piece of equipment. 


Many television services which incorporate DTT channels in their service offering - e.g. 
Top Up TV, BT TV, and TalkTalk Plus TV, offer set top boxes with such a recording 
facility. Non-subscription DTT PVRs are also available and are often sold under the 
'Freeview+' banner (formerly Freeview Playback.) 


There also exist a variety of solutions to enable the viewing and recording of DTT 
programmes on personal computers, with various TV cards or USB tuners available for 
use with a variety of software packages, including MythTV and Windows Media Center. 
Most cards or tuners include their own software in the package also. 


Features[edit] 


Digital Terrestrial Television provides many more channels. For some viewers it offers 
much improved reception compared to analogue broadcasts (although these had been 
entirely discontinued in the UK by 2012), including 16:9 anamorphic widescreen. A 
number of interactive services are also offered. 


An eight-day Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) is available and allows viewers to see 
programme descriptions and broadcast times well in advance. PVRs will make use of 
this facility allowing recording timers to be set. This Eight-Day EPG was not an original 
feature of the Digital Terrestrial system, therefore some early receivers, such as 
receivers originally made to operate with the ONdigital service, will only display details 
of 'now and next' programme information. 


A fourteen-day Top Up TV EPG was an alternative which was available to TUTV-branded 
PVRs. 


History[edit] 
Development and launchieait] 


Digital terrestrial television launched in the UK on 15 November 1998, just after digital 
satellite television on 1 October 1998. The technology required that the UK government 
license the broadcast of channels in six groups, or multiplexes (abbreviated to 'mux') 
labelled 1, 2, A, B, C, and D.” 


The Independent Television Commission (ITC) allocated each existing analogue 
terrestrial channel half the capacity of a multiplex each. This meant the BBC got a 
multiplex to themselves (Multiplex 1), ITV and Channel 4 shared Multiplex 2 (though 
3963! of the capacity was given to Teletext Ltd.) and Channel 5 and S4C shared Multiplex 
A. The remaining spectrum (Multiplexes B, C and D) was then auctioned off. A 
consortium made up of Granada and Carlton (members of the ITV network, which have 
now merged to form ITV plc) and BSkyB successfully bid for these licences, and set-up 
the subscription ONdigital service, though BSkyB left the consortium prior to launch. 


The BBC made some use of its multiplex for three of its then four new television 
services; BBC Choice (which had started on 23 September 1998 with four national 
variations), BBC News 24 and BBC Parliament (albeit in sound only). ITV initially used 
their space to house ITV2 (from 7 December 1998) in England and Wales, You2 (later 
UTV2) in Northern Ireland and S2 in Scotland (now both ITV2), as well as GMTV2 during 
the early mornings. Channel 4 used their space for subscription 


channels FilmFour and E4 which, although not part of ONdigital, would be paid for and 
were only available through an ONdigital subscription. Channel 4's nationwide coverage 
on 'mux' 2 enabled it to be received terrestrially throughout much of Wales for the first 
time in its history, where previously only SAC had been available. Consequently, SAC's 
digital service, 'S4C Digidol' carries only Welsh-language programming, in contrast to 
S4C analogue which also carries English-language programmes commissioned and 
transmitted by Channel 4 in other parts of the UK. 


Channel 5 sold its half of Multiplex A to the owners of the other half of the multiplex, 
SAC, who set up a subsidiary called S4C Digital Networks (SDN) to manage the multiplex 
and rented most of it out to ONdigital as well as some space to the BBC who 

launched BBC Knowledge on 1 June 1999, at a time when technical capabilities limited 
the number of stations it could carry on its own multiplex. S4C chose not to carry S4C 
Digidol and its newly launched digital Welsh Assembly station, S4C2 outside Wales, 
preferring to sell the space instead. Consequently, some ONdigital services were not 
available on Welsh transmitters. 


While the BBC was seemingly concerned with delivering a service of good technical 
quality, other broadcasters chose to deliver a larger number of channels rather than 
optimise service reliability and picture quality. 


ITV Digital [edit] 
Main article: ITV Digital 


ONdigital had problems from the start, and renaming the service ITV Digital on 11 July 
2001 failed to help the matter. All subscription services except E4 and FilmFour went 
off-air on 1 May 2002 after the consortium collapsed, explained as being due to paying 
too much for the television rights for The Football League. However, the choice of 
64QAM broadcast mode, the fact that at least 40% of homes would need new aerials to 
receive it, a high churn rate, an insecure hackable encryption system, the cost of having 
to provide free set-top boxes, and aggressive competition from BSkyB all contributed to 
ITV Digital's spiraling costs, before shareholders Granada and Carlton called a halt to 
the venture. 


Freeview(cait] 
Main article: Freeview (UK) 


As ITV Digital had collapsed, the rights reverted to the regulator and the ITC invited bids 
for the space on Multiplexes B, C and D. The Freeview consortium was formed by the 
BBC, transmitter company National Grid Wireless (known at the time as Crown Castle 
UK) and BSkyB. This consortium (legal name DTV Services Ltd and trading under the 
"Freeview" brand) won and launched a new service. Dropping the failed ITV Digital 
business model, Freeview launched on 30 October 2002 with free television channels 
only, and made digital radio stations available on television receivers for the first time. 
The BBC controlled one Multiplex (B) for its own services, and Crown Castle/National 
Grid the other two (C & D) for commercial services, though the Community Channel also 
operated on Multiplex B. The BBC's second multiplex has allowed it to televise BBC 
Parliament where it had previously only been available in sound, allowed BBC 
Knowledge and its successor, BBC4, to stop renting space from SDN for coverage, and 
allowed for special video screens in its interactive service BBCi, for use during sporting 
events such as Wimbledon and carrying loops of news headlines and weather, (services 
already provided on digital satellite) 


On 11 October 2005, ITV plc and Channel 4 joined the Freeview consortium and in the 
same year ITV plc also bought SDN and as such they gained control of Multiplex A. 


Top Up TV (edit) 
Main article: Top Up TV 


The space ITV Digital had rented on other multiplexes initially became empty again, but 
some were rented out to allow new channels to launch. In May 2004 Top Up TV was 
launched to provide subscription content in hitherto unused space on multiplex A, 
rented from Channel 5^! and additional services transmitted by Channel 4 on their own 
capacity on Multiplex 2. 


TCM purchased its own slot throughout England, Scotland and Northern Ireland from the 
multiplex owner, SDN, but rents from Sit-up Ltd in Wales, timesharing with bid tv. 
Multiplex A is ultimately owned by ITV Plc via its SDN acquisition, but ITV only has 
involvement with Top Up TV channels via Channel 5.3 In September of the same year, 
Top Up TV began operating solely on Multiplex A, as Channel 4 reclaimed 

the bandwidth on Multiplex 2 for its own services More 4, E4, and most recently Film4. 


In October 2006, Channel 5 launched two new free-to-air digital channels, Five 

Life and Five US, using capacity formerly leased out to Top Up TV. This left Top Up TV 
with a reduced number of video streams. In November 2006, the company 

launched Top Up TV Anytime, a service which broadcasts overnight "downloads" which 
are recorded by a proprietary Top Up TV Anytime personal video recorder (PVR). At the 
same time, they started reducing the linear service. 


On 19 April 2006, Ofcom ruled that, on request of each multiplex operator, the 'free-to- 
air channels only' requirement put in place at the launch of Freeview in 2002 may be 
lifted on Multiplex B, C and D. The effect of this ruling is that if a Mux operator requests 
the restriction to be lifted, their multiplex may carry pay TV services. Ofcom says that 
the digital television market has changed significantly since 2002. Consequently, it 
believes that this restriction is no longer required. 


During the consultation, 9 of the 12 responses from broadcasters were in favour of 
removing the restriction. These included the BBC. The BBC agreed that the digital 
television market had changed substantially since 2002, and that Top Up TV probably 
couldn't afford the current cost of DTT slots anyway. The BBC suggested that the 
deregulation should be conditional on a number of further changes to regulation. These 
included that Ofcom changes the transmission mode of broadcast on all multiplexes 
from 16QAM to 64QAM so more services could be squeezed onto the digital terrestrial 
platform. However, Ofcom rejected these suggestions, saying they were outside the 
scope of the consultation. 


Out of the three that opposed, one was Channel 4, which has been putting in place a 
portfolio of free-to-air channels, among them Film4 which was made free-to-air across 
all platforms on 23 July 2006. Channel 4 argued that the number of free channels 
available has been the major driving force behind the massive success of the platform - 
there are now more than 10 million Freeview boxes in use. 


A number of broadcasters requested that their replies were kept confidential. These 
include ITV and BSkyB. However, it is believed that ITV opposed the plan and BSkyB 
supported it.4 In addition to replies from broadcasters, there were 21 replies from 
individuals. Of these, 20 opposed the change. 


The channels on Multiplexes B, C and D are those owned by the Freeview consortium 
and include the three Sky channels on the platform and the UKTV channels. However, 


Ofcom believes that in the short to medium term, it is unlikely existing free-to-air 
channels will convert to pay TV. This is because, firstly, Multiplex B is run by the BBC, 
which is not expected to request the removal of the free-to-air requirement. Secondly, 
due to the nature of the contracts the channel broadcasters hold with multiplex 
operators and content providers, it is unlikely a channel will be able to change to pay 
TV. 


It was announced on 8 February 2007 that BSkyB intended to withdraw Sky Three, Sky 
News and Sky Sports News from the platform in the summer of 2007. BSkyB had said 
that it intended to replace them with 4 of its subscription channels. It also said that it 
would use an alternative (MPEG4) codec, which would enable a greater number of 
channels to be broadcast, but would require the purchase of new equipment for those 
who wished to receive the new service.3! On 6 October 2007 Ofcom said that the plans 
for a new subscription service raised competition concerns and may have to be 
scrapped.“ 


2008 update causing failures(edit] 


During 2008, a rolling programme of transmitter updates caused approximately 
250,000 set-top boxes to stop working altogether. Freeview had warned consumers in 
advance of the update, which was phased over a three-month period." The problem 
affected a specific range of older units, and was caused by an increased Network 
Information Table (channel list) exceeding the memory available in some set-top boxes. 
This had been part of the specification that was available and implemented in the very 
early OnDigital boxes, but not in those using the SetPal chip set.:: Affected consumers 
were advised to buy new set-top boxes. 


Affected models are: 


e Digital recorders: 
e TiVo Series1 
o Daewoo DS608P 
e Digital boxes: 
o Daewoo SV900 
o Labgear DTT100 
o Portland DP100 
o Triax DVB2000T 


Some other models and televisions also require an over-air download for correct 
operation. 


Digital switchover[edit] 
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[| Switchover complete 


For full list of dates, see digital switchover dates in the United Kingdom. 
Summary[edit] 


The UK Government's intention was that digital terrestrial television would 
completely replace analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom by 24 
October 2012. This process was known as "Digital Switchover", or DSO. The industry 
association for digital television in the UK, Digital TV Group, was responsible for co- 
ordination between Freeview and other digital services. DTG licensed suitable 
equipment to bear the Digital Tick and Freeview Playback Logos!# to identify PVRs 
and other devices designed to work through switchover, and to raise awareness of 


DTT product quality and standards. Digital terrestrial television is broadcast using 
the DVB-T international standard for standard definition content and DVB-T2 for high 


definition content. 


The digital switchover process involved discontinuing analogue terrestrial TV 
broadcasts, which in some areas allowed for greater signal strength and/or better 
coverage of digital multiplexes. The process concluded on 24 October 2012, when 
digital switchover completed in Northern Ireland (the same day as the Republic of 
Ireland also completed its digital switchover). 


In areas where analogue signals had terminated, older receiving equipment was 
likely to require replacement or upgrade. This process was subsidised by the UK 
Government for those on low incomes. Contracts for this operation were awarded to 
BSkyB in the Border Television region. Upgrading of analogue receiving equipment 
required a Freeview set-top box (or other DVB-T capable digital receiver). Where an 
analogue TV recording device was in use this ideally would require a separate 
Freeview set-top box, to replicate the previous functionality of recording and 
watching different programme sources. 


History[edit] 


The progress towards digital switchover in the UK was long. The then Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and Sport, Chris Smith, announced in 1999 that the 
Government's intention was to achieve switchover "between 2006 and 2010". Work 
started in earnest with the setting up of the Digital Action Plan, a body working 
across industry, government and consumer groups to advise on the best way to 
meet the switchover target date. 


By 2003, however, it was becoming clear that switchover could not start by 2006. In 
particular, the decision taken by the International Telecommunication Union to call 
a Regional Radiocommunication Conference to establish a frequency plan for digital 
broadcasting meant that in practice, substantive steps towards switchover would 
need to wait until after the conference's second session, due to be held in May and 
June 2006. 


On 15 September 2005, addressing the Royal Television Society in Cambridge, 
Smith's successor at the DCMS, Tessa Jowell, announced the go-ahead for 
switchover in the UK, coupled with support measures to ensure the disadvantaged 
are not left behind.24 


On the day after Jowell's speech, an independent not-for-profit company, Digital UK, 
was established to co-ordinate the switchover process. Set up by the broadcasters 
and the commercial multiplex operators, Digital UK was required to co-ordinate the 
project and ensure that the public are kept informed about progress. 


Local television broadcasters, including the BBC and ITV, actively encouraged 
viewers to upgrade to digital television. UK broadcasters were also under additional 
pressure to complete migration before the Olympic Games. 


Digital rollouti|eait] 


The British Government gave Ofcom and Digital UK jointly the task of discontinuing 
analogue television broadcasting. The switch-off occurred on an ITV sub-region 
basis.» In March 2005, a technical trial in Ferryside, Wales, resulted in viewers 
losing three out of the four available analogue channels in favour of going digital, 
leaving only analogue BBC Two Wales until switchover at Preseli in August 2009 (at 


the time, BBC 2W on digital offered a different schedule to BBC Two Wales on 
analogue). 


In October 2007, following a 15-month publicity and information campaign, and an 
early digital launch in August by Channel 5,22 the Whitehaven, Eskdale Green and 
Gosforth transmitters switched off analogue signals on the BBC Two frequency, and 
began broadcasting a temporary digital service for the main channels. On 14 
November, all analogue signals were switched off, and the permanent three- 
multiplex digital service began (albeit with Channel 5 only on the Whitehaven 
transmitter, until 2009). Unfortunately, as had been feared, a small number of 
homes among the hills, which had received "fuzzy" analogue signals, particularly in 
Eskdale, were unable to receive a decodable Freeview signal." The only other 
serious problem resulted from the "rescan" command in some models of set-top box 
defaulting to frequencies used by the nearest main transmitter, instead of the 
strongest digital signals; this could be overcome by using the "add channel" option 
to select channels one-by-one, and in the long term by corrections to the boxes' 
software. n3 


In November 2008, the full rolling programme started in the ITV Border region at the 
Selkirk transmitter, with the Caldbeck transmitter switching a year later (Caldbeck 
was rebuilt, and broadcasts Scottish multiplexes as well as English ones to improve 
service to viewers north of the border; the nearby Sandale transmitter ceased to 
broadcast TV). The programme continued across the rest of the country, with 

the Westcountry region, Wales and the Granada region switching over in 2009. 

The West, STV North, STV Central regions and the Channel Islands followed in 2010; 
the Central, Yorkshire and Anglia regions in 2011; and finally 

the Meridian, London, Tyne Tees & UTV regions in 2012. 


Many decisions had to be made, including what to do about people who may find the 
new technology confusing, or who have no desire to receive more than the four or 
five channels they originally had, and who may have been reluctant to buy a digital 
box to view the free channels. The government arranged for the BBC to administer 

a Digital Switchover Help Scheme to ensure that groups such as the over-75s and 
recipients of disability benefits did not lose their television services when analogue 
transmissions were switched off. 


Another issue was that the "98.5 per cent of the population" availability target could 
only be achieved "via rooftop aerials",“% while Section 134 of the Communications 
Act 2003 sets out the principle "that no person should unreasonably be denied 
access to an electronic communications network or to electronic communications 
services".2 This is taken to mean that everyone has the right to mount a television 
aerial on their roof.24 Ofcom allocated frequencies for groups of households to 
provide "self-help" relay transmitters at their own expense (for analogue broadcasts 
there were some 200 of these, serving around 13,000 households), but suggested 


that in such cases, terrestrial TV may no longer be the most cost-effective solution. 
[22] 


The switchover processiedit] 


Switchover 
starts here on 


Digital Switchover banner in Porthmadog, Wales, as seen in September 2009 


After several months of press publicity, leaflet drops, public meetings etc., captions 
started appearing on analogue broadcasts from the affected transmitters, warning 
viewers that the analogue service would shortly be switched off and that they would 
need to take action (for Whitehaven, the first large area to switch over, the captions 
started appearing some 5 months before the BBC Two analogue service was 
switched off2#). At about the same time, details of the Switchover Help Scheme were 
distributed. Although viewers who lived outside existing Freeview reception areas 
were unable to test any digital receiving equipment they had bought at this early 
stage, test-screens on Ceefax (BBC One & Two) and Teletext (ITV & C4/S4C) page 
284 made it possible to determine whether they were likely to need a new aerial or 
a signal amplifier to receive digital transmissions. 


Next, detailed information booklets were delivered to all households in the area 
(including many on the fringe who may have been receiving their TV from other 
transmitters- hence the importance of the on-screen warning captions). Two or three 
months later, the first stage of the switchover began with the analogue BBC 

Two replaced with the new BBC A multiplex.24 At some locations, during the period 
between stage one and stage two, BBC One, ITV or Channel 4 moved to the 
analogue BBC Two frequency where that channel's frequency was required for the 
digital transmission of Multiplex 1. At the same time, captions appeared on the 
remaining analogue channels reminding viewers of the impending switchover. 
Finally, the second stage saw the remaining analogue transmissions switched off 
and the other high power multiplexes switched on. Initially, this occurred four weeks 
after stage one, but starting with the switchover at Mendip in April 2010 onwards, 
this gap was reduced to two weeks. 


Three multiplexes (BBC A, D3&4, BBC B) are for public service broadcasting and are 
broadcast from all transmitter sites. They contain around 25 TV channels, half a 

dozen radio stations and half a dozen text/interactive services. These include all the 
television channels from the BBC, some from ITV and Channel 4, Channel 5 and S4C 
(in Wales only). The other three multiplexes (SDN, Arqiva A, Arqiva B) are broadcast 


from main transmitter sites only and are operated by their respective commercial 
licence-holders. To reflect the slightly changed roles, the multiplex names were also 
changed: 


Old multiplex New multiplex : 
Owning company 
name name 
1 BBC A BBC 
2 D3&4 Digital 3&4 
S4C Digital Networks (ITV_ 
A SDN SAC Digital Networks (l 
plc) 
B BBC B BBC 
(9 Argiva A Argiva 
D Arqiva B Argiva 


Post-switchover|edit] 


The adoption of the technically superior DVB-T 8k format occurred in each region at 
the date of switchover. This resulted in no reception for viewers with older '2k' only 
equipment, such as former ONdigital/ITV Digital boxes, and other incompatible 
IDTVs and set top boxes.2# 


In the Meridian and Anglia regions, transmitters formed a single-frequency 
network when they were converted to all-digital operation.22 


Alternative post-switchover multiplex designations were used on internal 
documentation by the BBC switchover contractor Arqiva,?? but changing the 
designations of the multiplexes requires changes to legislation? and to the multiplex 
licences issued by Ofcom and is not in the current draft. zs 


When digital switchover was complete, two new sub-bands of the UHF spectrum 
were clear (frequencies corresponding to channel ranges 31-40 and 63-69), leaving 
only channels 21-30 and 41-62 for digital television multiplexes. This "digital 
dividend" required millions of homes to upgrade their aerials to the wideband type 
to receive some or all of the Freeview multiplexes.3: This spectrum is useful because 
of its trade-off between bandwidth and range. Following a consultation, in 
September 2011 Ofcom stated that an auction for the 600 MHz band will most likely 
lead to channels 31-37 being used for three new TV multiplexes; a reference 


transmission plan assumes two frequencies would be multiple-frequency networks, 
and channel 36 would be used as a national single-frequency network.22 The 
remaining reallocated frequencies can be re-used for other services, for example the 
provision of: 


e Mobile Television services 

e wireless (mobile) broadband services 

* wider coverage for advanced services in remote and rural areas 
e more multiplexes carrying more channels 

* high definition (HD) services 


The clearing and re-allocation of these channels of the spectrum for other services 
caused some controversy within technical industries, such as wireless microphones, 
as Ofcom decided to clear channel 69 (854-862 MHz) to match the rest of Europe 
and make the facilitation of future services easier.22 


Further re-allocations of the other freed analogue television channels have not yet 
occurred, but when implemented will require legislation changes. It is likely that if 
they are sold commercially, they will not only attract interest, but may be bought for 
millions of pounds due to the high demand for spectrum throughout most of Europe. 
Ofcom have published further information about the auctioned channel in 

an announcement on their website. 


OFCOM released their consultation of the future of the 600 MHz and 700 MHz UHF 
bands beyond 2018 on 16 November 2012.84 This document recommends that the 
600 MHz UHF band is allocated to DVB-T2 MPEG-4 Freeview HD services and 
Whitespace services, allowing a future migration of the existing 700 MHz Freeview 
allocation to 700 MHz mobile data services (synchronising the bandwidth usage with 
many other markets in Europe and globally). 


Digit Al[edit] 


Digit Al is a robot character created for Digital UK in 2005, by Abbott Mead Vickers 
BBDO and voiced by the English comedy actor Matt Lucas, used in material 
publicising the digital switchover. It appeared in the public information programme 
run by Digital UK until 2012. The character was first transmitted simultaneously on 
about 100 television channels and on regional BBC television on 5 May 2006.55! 


Digital Self-Help Relaysieait] 


Terrestrial analogue relay stations have been repeating TV signals to areas not 

covered by broadcaster-owned transmitters since Ofcom started licensing them in 
1980. Recently self-help groups have had to look into upgrading their old analogue 
transmitters to digital ones. The first digital self-help relay was installed at Ladram 
Bay, Devon by Stuart Harse and Liam Kelly (broadcast engineers from Bristol). The 
System was designed by Mike Rea of Taylor Transmitters, Oldham UK. The Ladram 
Bay TV repeater broadcasts all six mux signals from the Stockland Hill transmitter. 


Post-switchover reorganisation and HD[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
Co to reflect recent events or newly available 
information. (August 2011) 


In March 2006, the development of a new second generation digital terrestrial 
broadcasting standard, DVB-T2, was agreed by the DVB Group. 


The BBC, ITV, Channel 4, S4C and Channel 5 agreed with the regulator Ofcom to 
convert one UK multiplex (B, or PSB3) to DVB-T2 to increase capacity for HDTV (High 
Definition Television) via DTT.89 The first TV region to use the new standard 

was Granada in November 2009 (with existing switched over regions being changed 
at the same time). It is expected that over time there will be enough DVB-T2 
receivers sold to switch all DTT transmissions to DVB-T2, and MPEG-4 Part 10. !<t#tion 


needed) 


From 27 October 2009, Multiplex B (PSB3) was cleared of SD channels in post DSO 
areas, which were moved to Multiplex 1 (PSB1). In pre DSO areas, Multiplex B 
continued to carry BBC Four, BBC Parliament, CBeebies, BBC Radio Stations and 301 
until DSO. Former streams of 302 and News Multiscreen on Multiplex B were sublet 
to broadcasters other than the BBC for pre DSO areas only, and were not available 
at all in post DSO areas because of the new DVB-T2 HD multiplex as replacement. 


On 3 April 2008, Ofcom published its final decision for the HDTV transmission 
format: DVB-T2 and MPEG-4.!4 Initially there were to be three HD services 

available: BBC HD, ITV HD/STV HD and Channel 4 HD/S4C Clirlun.22 Channel 5 HD 
was due to launch during 2010 but was unable to reach 'key criteria’ to keep its slot. 
891401 Spare allocation on multiplex B was handed over to the BBC, two years to the 
date when it was anticipated that further capacity on multiplex B would revert to the 
control of the BBC Trust. On 3 November 2010, BBC One HD launched on Freeview 
HD. It is available in addition to the existing BBC HD channel. During 

2011, Ofcom gave the Commercial Public Service Broadcasters another opportunity 
to apply to provide an additional HD service from 2012.42! 


List of digital terrestrial channels[edit] 
Main article: List of digital terrestrial television channels (UK) 


Multiplexing[edit] 
The multiplexesieait] 
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Use of multiplexing technologyieait] 


This section needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
e challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Digital terrestrial television in the United 

Kingdom" - news + newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (December 

2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Each multiplex is an error-protected bitstream of 24, 27 or 40 megabits per second, 
which can be used for almost any combination of digitally-encoded video, audio and 
data. The DVB-T standard provides a multiplex service that can make trade-offs 
between the number of services and the picture and audio quality. 


e anumber of services use the same bandwidth at different times. For 
example, CBeebies and BBC Four currently use the same space in their 
multiplex, with CBeebies broadcasting from 6 am until 7 pm and BBC Four from 
7 pm. 
* some multiplexes allocate more bandwidth to services, providing a smaller 
number of higher-quality services. 
e The modulation of the multiplexes can be varied to squeeze 
higher digital bitrates out of the same portion of the electromagnetic spectrum, 
but require a stronger signal for good reception. The modulation schemes used 
in the UK are, in order of bandwidth efficiency, each with a progressively higher 
bitrate, at the cost of progressively higher likelihood of signal degradation: 
o QPSK (only used for tests in the Oxford and London areas) 
16-QAM (no longer used as of digital switchover) 
64-QAM (only used on the DVB-T multiplex) 
256-QAM (only used on the DVB-T2 multiplex) 
1024-QAM 
o 2048-QAM (currently in development) 
By late 2009, multiplexes 2 and A used 64-QAM and were consequently more 
prone to poor reception, while the other multiplexes used 16-QAM. At switchover 
the transmission mode was changed from 16-QAM to 64-QAM on Multiplex 1 
(PSB1),2: increasing the effective bandwidth of the multiplex. The switch to 64- 
QAM mode also provided extra bandwidth on Multiplexes C (COM5) and D 
(COMO). 
By late 2012, the digital switchover was complete, with all DVB-T multiplexes 
using 64-QAM. The switchover allowed the transmitters to broadcast at a higher 
power level, reducing the likelihood of reception errors when receiving 64- 
QAM encoded broadcasts. 


O. O O © 


e Multiplexes can make use of statistical multiplexing at the MPEG video 
coder whereby the bitrate allocated to a channel within the multiplex can 
vary dynamically depending on how difficult it is to code the picture 
content at that precise time, and how much demand there is for 
bandwidth from other channels. In this way, complex pictures with much 
detail may demand a higher bitrate at one instant and this can result in 


the bitrate allocated to another channel in the same multiplex being 
reduced if the second channel is currently transmitting pictures which are 
easier to encode, with less fine detail. 


Improvements in compression technology(edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to 
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Digital terrestrial television in the United 


Kingdom" - news + newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (Dec 
ember 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template 
message) 


Developments in statistical multiplexing, improved compression technology, 
and, in some cases, an acceptance of lower quality or lower resolution 
broadcasts, allowed gradual increases in the number of services carried on 
digital terrestrial television multiplexes. 


As the number of homes receiving digital terrestrial grew, the interest in new 
channel capacity increased. In 2005, the auction for two new slots on 
National Grid Wireless multiplex D resulted in broadcasters bidding high 
prices to gain bandwidth. ITV won the bidding for the first slot (on which it 
launched Men & Motors on 2 May 2005, replaced by ITV Play and later 
ITV2- 1), and Channel 4 the second. Channel 4 launched E4 +1 (not its new 
channel More4) on the multiplex when the slot became available on 1 June 
(E4 launched on Freeview on 27 May 2005). National Grid Wireless made an 
additional new slot available on Multiplex D using the new compression 
techniques. The 18-hour channel, running from 6 am to midnightictscen needed, 
became available on 1 December 2005. Companies interested had until 1 
November to submit their bids, with bids said to have reached £10 million, 
from an entry level of £5.5 million, with 12 separate bidders covering all 
sectors of broadcasting. This slot was won by Channel 4; it was occupied 

by More4- 1 until live coverage of Big Brother replaced it on 18 May 

2006. Film4 took over the slot 23 July 2006. 


Later compression technology, implemented in codecs like 

MPEG4, H.264 or VC-1, can enable a substantial increase in either quality or 
capacity due to their increased efficiency, but use of such technologies would 
again require most viewers to purchase new reception equipment, since the 
vast majority of standard set-top boxes support only the 

older MPEG2 encoding. BSkyB were the first to suggest such a move to 
increase the number of channels available within their own share of space 
using MPEG4 on a subscription service.!&à! However, BSkyB's proposals were 
ultimately shelved following regulatory delays.™! 


The BBC, which ultimately broadcast high-definition television on Freeview in 
the DVB-T2 format adopted in 2009, initially considered an alternative 
method utilising spare capacity at night to allow the download of high 
definition programmes for later replay. In addition the BBC's Research and 
Development team invented a transmission method that doubles the 
effective bandwidth that could currently be delivered by each multiplex using 
"spatial multiplexing". While conventional analogue and digital terrestrial 


television signals are transmitted either vertically or horizontally polarised 
(providing protection against interference from other distant signals which 
may be transmitted on the same frequency, but will usually be planned to 
use the opposite polarisation), the proposed technique would have involved 
using the same frequency to transmit two different signals at once, one 
vertically and one horizontally polarised. A special receiving aerial, 
containing both vertically and horizontally polarised elements, could receive 
both signals simultaneously and feed these to a suitable set top box, but 
would require new transmitters and receiving equipment and aerials; the 
technique was ultimately not adopted. !<t#tier-needea 


See also[edit] 


e Digital television in the United Kingdom 


e Top Up TV 
e BTTV 
e Freesat 


e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
e = List of British television channels 
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High-definition television in the United Kingdom is available via cable, IPTV, 
satellite and terrestrial television. The first high-definition broadcasts began in 2006 and 
since then the number of channels available to view has grown to a maximum of 87 
that can be viewed on pay-TV service, Sky." 


The majority of channels in the United Kingdom remain broadcast, and largely viewed, 
in standard-definition but most major broadcasters have begun or are soon beginning 
their initial forays into high-definition television. Similarly, the vast majority of viewing 
still takes place in standard-definition though penetration of high-definition displays and 
receivers is increasing. 


High-definition broadcasts are available on satellite services: Freesat, Freesat from 
Sky and Sky; cable services Smallworld Cable and Virgin TV and terrestrial Freeview HD. 


Broadcasters[edit] 
BBCieait] 


The BBC initially operated BBC HD on a trial basis on Sky and Telewest (now Virgin 
Media).2 Following full approval by the BBC Trust, the service expanded its hours to 
start at 15:00 and finish at midnight. 


On 28 May 2010, the BBC announced that they would launch a simulcast of BBC One in 
HD to accompany the BBC HD channel, which is aimed to show the best programming 
of the BBC in high-definition, where the new channel is aimed purely at being a HD 
version of BBC One. BBC One HD launched at 19:00 on 3 November 2010. In July 2011, 
rumours began to surface about BBC HD being replaced by BBC Two HD. These were 
originally rejected but on 6 October 2011 it was confirmed that the BBC plan to replace 
BBC HD with a single version of BBC Two HD in 2013.5 BBC Two HD replaced BBC HD on 
26 March 2013. Meanwhile, BBC One HD received nations variations for Northern 

Ireland on 24 October 2012, Scotland on 14 January 2013 and Wales on 29 January 
2013. 


For the duration of the 2012 Summer Olympics, the BBC operated 24 high-definition 
channels dedicated to the Olympics on Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media,“ as well as one 
channel on Freeview. On 13 June 2013, the BBC temporarily launched a high-definition 
red button stream on the Freesat, Freeview and Virgin Media EPGs.™ A commercial 
agreement for carriage on Sky wasn't reached and the channel was removed from 
satellite completely on 18 June, with the BBC claiming that it was for "technical 
reasons".7 The channel returned to satellite on 24 June after technical work was carried 
out on Sky's adaptation hub. 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced they would be launching five new HD channels in 
early 2014.2 The proposed channels consist of HD simulcasts of BBC Three, BBC 

Four, CBBC, CBeebies and BBC News. The channels will be broadcast on digital 
terrestrial television and satellite, as well as being offered to cable and IPTV operators. 


ITV[edit] 


The ITV network started broadcasting a trial service on Telewest's digital cable 
television platform as well as on the digital terrestrial television trial in London during 
the 2006 Football World Cup. The service ceased after this period, but a new HD service 
began to be made available with the launch of Freesat,2% on 7 June 2008, where 
selected programmes were offered in HD format, and accessed by the red button on 
Freesat receivers. ITV plc intended to spend £10m during 2008 on supporting ITV HD. 
411 This occasional feed was intended for Freesat viewers and was not listed in the Sky 
EPG. However, ITV HD could be tuned in manually on Sky HD boxes via the "other 
channels" section from the "services" menu. 


On 12 March 2010 ITV plc announced its intention to launch a full-time ITV1 HD service, 
available on Freeview, Freesat, Virgin Media, and Sky.22 The service launched on 2 April 
at 06:00. STV followed with STV HD on 2 April 2010, available on Freeview, Virgin Media 
and free-to-air satellite. While UTV launched UTV HD on Virgin Media on 5 October 2010. 
ITV1 HD was renamed back to ITV HD on 14 January 2013. 


ITV2 HD launched on 7 October 2010, followed by ITV3 HD and ITV4 HD on 15 
November 2010. All three channels are only available as part of Sky and Virgin Media's 
subscription packages. ITV Encore HD later followed, although it is only available on 
Sky's subscription package. 


Channel 4/f[edit] 


Channel 4 launched its HD service on digital satellite in December 2007.22 The channel 
was encrypted on satellite, available with a free-to-view viewing card but as of April 
2011it is available free-to-air on Freesat. The channel is also available 

on Freeview and Virgin Media. 


On 14 December 2009, Channel 4 launched a second HD channel to Sky customers, 
u E4 HD. The channel is a simulcast of E4, with selected programming in HD. Unlike its 
standard definition counterpart, E4 HD is a subscription channel, part of Sky's HD pack. 


Virgin Media subsequently also announced that it was to carry E4 HD, as well as a 
further new HD channel, Film4 HD, which would be available exclusively on cable at 
launch. 


For the duration of the 2012 Summer Paralympics, Channel 4 operated three high- 
definition channels dedicated to the Paralympics on Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media, as 
well as one channel on Freeview." 


On 4 February 2013, More4 HD launched on Sky,£2 with Film4 HD being added on 2 
September.22 


In July 2014, Channel 4 +1 HD and 4seven HD services became available on the 
Freeview HD platform. 


Channel 4's carriage agreements with Sky TV and Virgin Media mean that Film4 HD and 
E4 HD are exclusive to those providers for the immediate future. However they may 
appear on Freeview once those agreements lapse.[1] 


On 20 February 2018 Freesat announced that Channel 4HD and On Demand service 
ALL4 will leave the platform.22 Channel 4 cite rising EPG costs. S4C HD and Channel 5 
HD however are still broadcasting on Freesat, so they appear to be able to afford the 
EPG costs. Channel 4 HD, Channel 4+1 HD and 4 Seven HD continue to broadcast on 
Freeview and Freeview Play retains ALL4.22 


S4C [edit] 


S4C launched an HD service, S4C Clirlun, on 30 April 2010. The service was exclusive to 
Freeview in Wales and available instead of Channel 4 HD. However, it was announced 
on 11 July 2012 that, as part of cost-saving measures designed to deal with the impact 
of cuts to S4C's public funding, Clirlun would close at the end of the year." The channel 
closed at 11:59 pm on 1 December 2012, allowing Channel 4 HD to begin broadcasting 
in Wales on Freeview from 2 December 2012.21 


It was announced on 20 May 2016 that S4C would relaunch a high-definition service SAC 
HD on Freesat and Sky in Wales and across the UK from 7 June onwards. 


Channel 5jeait] 


Channel 5 was awarded a licence for HD transmissions on Freeview from 2010,24 but 
due Channel 5 being unable to resolve certain key criteria, the capacity was handed 
back to the BBC.zs Five HD launched on Sky and Virgin Media platforms on 13 July 2010. 
261 The channel is free-to-view on satellite. 


In 2011 Channel 5 HD was the sole applicant for a fifth high-definition channel slot on 
Freeview, with the aim of launching in spring or early summer 2012.22! On 15 
December 2011, Channel 5 dropped its bid to take the fifth slot after being unable to 
resolve "issues of commercial importance".z3 Channel 5 HD however began 


broadcasting in HD on both Freesat and Freeview, after the BBC removed BBC Three / 
BBC iii from all digital TV platforms apart from its on-line BBC i-player service.. 


UKTV [edit] 


UKTV owns six HD channels, under the names of Eden HD, Good Food HD, Dave HD, W 
HD, Alibi HD and Gold HD. The channels broadcast on Sky and Virgin Media. 


BSkyB edit] 
BSkyB began HD transmissions of several channels in May 2006. 


Platforms|[edit] 
Terrestrial [edit] 


Freeview edit] 


In March 2009, the Digital TV Group published the technical specification for high 
definition services on digital terrestrial television (DTT), contributing to the launch of 
three HD channels on the Freeview platform in early 2010. 


The technical launch of Freeview HD took place on 3 December 2009, when the service 
began broadcasting on UHF channel 54 from the Winter Hill transmitting station in 
Chorley, Lancashire, and on UHF channel 31 from the Crystal Palace transmitting 
station in Bromley, Greater London.2@ These broadcasts form the Freeview HD service 
which requires new reception equipment, available since the consumer launch in early 
2010. The service was rolled out on a region by region basis across the UK in 
accordance with the digital switchover programme. An advanced retrofit programme 
has been introduced to bring Freeview HD coverage to major cities such as London and 
Birmingham before they switch to digital television. 


The broadcasts make use of a single multiplex currently allowing four channels, BBC 
One HD, BBC Two HD, ITV HD/STV HD/UTV HD and Channel 4 HD. A fifth slot is 
available, with Channel 5 withdrawing from the opportunity to broadcast on it on two 
Separate occasions, it has however been temporarily used by both the BBC and Channel 
4. 


Between 22 and 23 March 2011, an encoder software change allowed the Freeview 
version of BBC HD to automatically detect progressive material and change encoding 
mode appropriately, meaning the channel could switch to 1080p25.4 This was 
extended to all of the other Freeview HD channels in October 2011. 


In November 2012, Ofcom backed a proposal from Arqiva, the BBC and Channel 4 to 
introduce two temporary multiplexes in the 600 MHz spectrum. The proposal would 
allow for up to ten HD channels, encouraging the take-up of Freeview HD equipment. 
B2 On 6 February 2013, Ofcom agreed to the proposals, offering multiplexe licenses to 
operate until 2026, with a minimum term running until 31 December 2018.22 Channel 
4+1HD and 4Seven HD are also available on Freeview. 


Satellite/|edit] 
Sky[edit] 


Subscription[edit] 


Sky has been carrying HD channels since May 2006. As of 2012 it has over sixty HD 
channels, a mix of basic and premium subscription, free-to-air and free-to-view services. 


HD broadcasts are received using the Sky+ HD service or a Sky HD receiver. A selection 
of HD push-video on demand content is also available through Sky Anytime on Sky+ HD 
receivers. 


Free-to-view (Freesat from Sky) [edit] 


Free-to-air and free-to-view channels may also be viewed through Freesat from 
Sky. Channel 5 HD was available free-to-view on the service until October 2013, when 
the channel became subscription only. 


Freesat( edit] 


Freesat launched on 6 May 2008. It provides a subscription-free alternative to Sky and 
includes support for HD with a selection of HD channels available via a Freesat HD box. 


Freesat is a not-for-profit company formed by the BBC and ITV, marketing itself as being 
completely free from subscription charges or contracts, although viewers of course are 
still obliged to pay the television licence, and must purchase a suitable satellite receiver 
and have a satellite dish installed (if they do not already have one) to receive the 
service. Freesat receivers are available in both standard definition and high definition 
versions. HD channels are available only when the satellite receiver is capable of 
supporting it. 


Free-to-air| edit] 


BBC One HD, BBC Two HD, BBC Four HD, CBBC HD, CBeebies HD, BBC News HD, 
Channel 4 HD, ITV HD, STV HD, UTV HD, NHK World HD, and RT HD are available 
unencrypted and without subscription on digital satellite, and may be received by 
anybody with suitable equipment - a high-definition satellite receiver and a satellite 
dish. Channel 4 HD was pulled from Freesat on 22 February 2018 along with its ALL4 on 
demand service. These are still available on Freeview however. 


Cablereait] 
Virgin Media[edit] 


Virgin TV's V+ cable service was the first HD service in the UK when it was launched 

by Telewest as the TVDrive on 1 December 2005. From launch it carried two channels 
but after the completion of ITV's HD trial, it only carried the BBC HD channel, alongside 
on demand content from several broadcasters.2! However, from 2009 the number of HD 
channels steadily increased, which as of 2012 stands at over thirty HD channels. 


On 16 March 2010, Virgin announced that from 22 March they would offer a V HD Box, 
with no additional monthly subscription fee.59 They were joined by TiVo from December 
2010.87 


Smallworld Cable[edit] 


Smallworld Cable began offering a selection of HD channels in April 2011 through their 
Smallworld HD- service. 


Other{edit] 


BT Vision, a hybrid digital terrestrial and IPTV service, augments standard definition 
broadcast channels with on-demand pay-per-view high-definition programmes, which 
the viewer downloads to the V-box set-top-box then watches when the download is 
complete. The HD service launched in February 2009.52 


Similarly, TalkTalk TV carries pay-per-view high-definition programmes, which the 
viewer downloads to the TalkTalk+ set-top-box then watches when the download is 
complete. The first HD content was added on 7 December 2009.2" 


See also[edit] 


"b elevision portal 
Sr 
=tSunitea Kingdom portal 


e List of HD channels in the UK 
e HDTV 
e Test Channel 6 
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Developer(s) TalkTalk Group 


Initial release 2007 


TalkTalk TV Store 


$ blinkbox 


from TalkTalk 


Operating Windows XP (x86 only) 
system Windows Vista 
Windows 7 
Windows 8 
Windows 8.1 
Windows 10 
Mac OS X (x86 only) 
Xbox 360 
Xbox One 
PS3 
ios 
Android 


Type Video on demand, TV, music 


streaming 


Website talktalktvstore.co.uk 


TalkTalk TV Store (formerly blinkbox) is a UK-based transactional (purchase and 
rental) video-on-demand (VoD) service available on Macintosh and Microsoft 
Windows computers, games consoles, tablet computers and Smart TVs." Content is 
generally streamed, with downloading currently possible on Windows PC/laptops. The 
blinkbox brand had been extended to companion services offering digital music and 
books. 


Tesco bought an 8096 stake in the business in 2011 as part of a move into digital 
content. On 8 January 2015 the company sold blinkbox Movies to TalkTalk Group, who 
stated they intended to integrate the service into its own range of services.”! Tesco 
sold blinkbox Music to Guvera on 26 January 2015,"! and confirmed it would close its 
blinkbox Books division at the end of February 2015.” TalkTalk renamed the blinkbox 
Movies service in 2016. In May 2018 TalkTalk announced that they would close the 
service completely, with customers transferring to rival service Rakuten TV. 


History[edit] 


The company was co-founded in 2006 by Michael Comish (he was blinkbox's chief 
executive officer until June 2013 when he became Tesco Group Digital Officer)® and 
Adrian Letts, chief operating officer of the blinkbox group of services and MD of the 
Movies and TV service, both former senior executives of Channel 

4 and Vodafone respectively. blinkbox was launched in October 2007 with the backing 
of a number of venture capital firms. 


On 20 April 2011, Tesco acquired an 80% stake in blinkbox from Eden Ventures and 
Nordic Venture Partners, intending to use the company to boost its digital 
entertainment offering. The Movies and TV service has around one million users per 
month. 


In December 2014, Tesco was reported to be in negotiations with TalkTalk Group over 
the sale of blinkbox Movies, after talks with Vodafone fell through.2? The sale to 
TalkTalk was completed on 8 January 2015." TalkTalk eventually acquired the service 
along with a number of broadband customers, who transferred to the TalkTalk network. 


In May 2018 TalkTalk announced that they would close the service completely for off- 
network customers who did not take TalkTalk's own broadband service where the more 
fully featured TalkTalk TV service is provided. Customers are being transferred to rival 
DTO service Rakuten TV. 2222141 


Services| edit] 


TalkTalk TV Store has content deals with over 50 of the world's leading content 
producers including HBO, BBC Worldwide, Disney, Warner Bros., Universal 

Studios, Paramount Pictures, Sony Pictures Entertainment, 21st Century 

Fox, FremantleMedia, All3Media, Revolver Entertainment and Aardman Animations. 


In 2010 the company signed a deal with the Samsung Group allowing films to 

be streamed directly though any Internet@TV Samsung TVs. blinkbox also formed a 
content partnership with YouTube! allowing the site to carry blinkbox films on its new 
Movies section. The service was also the first in the UK to offer streaming film content 
through Sony's PlayStation 3, and Microsoft's Xbox 360 consoles.z» 


Rental content can be streamed directly to a Windows PC, Mac, Xbox 360, PlayStation 

3 or Samsung Smart TV, and can be viewed any number of times within 48 hours. Buy- 
to-own content can be viewed without limit. The blinkbox app is built into all pre 2012 

Samsung Smart TVs. Content is protected with Microsoft's Windows Media DRM digital 

rights management and requires Microsoft Silverlight to play. blinkbox cannot be used 
on Linux. 


Historically blinkbox combined a free+pay model allowing users both to buy titles and 
also to watch free ad-supported titles. In December 2012 blinkbox stopped all ad- 
supported titles and shortly after launched www.clubcardtv.com, in which users with 

a Tesco Clubcard could watch titles free of charge, viewing advertisements targeted to 
them based on their buying habits. 


On 28 October 2014, Tesco shut down the Clubcard TV service, stating that they were 
not getting the level of repeat usage that they had hoped for.:s 


Other services[edit] 


In 2012, Tesco bought the online music streaming service WE7 and relaunched it in 
2013 as blinkbox Music, aiming to compete with Spotify.2:s blinkbox launched 

an ebook service, branded as blinkbox Books, in March 2014.22 blinkbox Music was sold 
to Guvera on 26 January 2015.3 After exclusive talks with Waterstones ended, Tesco 
also confirmed that blinkbox Books would close at the end of February 2015. 

“1 Customers' purchases were transferred to Kobo.24 
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Top Up TV 

topup’v 
Former type Limited company 
Industry Pay TV 
Founded March 2004 
Defunct June 2015 
Key people David Chance, Nick Markham 
Products Pay TV services programming 
Website www.topuptv.com 


Top Up TV was a pay TV service in the United Kingdom which launched in March 2004, 
operating on the digital terrestrial television platform. The aim of the service was to 
"top up" Freeview customers by providing additional content and services through 
encrypted TV channels unavailable to other viewers. 


The service offered a variety of content from various providers through 'TV Favourites’, 
and old and low-budget movies from NBCUniversal through PictureBox Movies, all of 
which could be viewed on demand. Top Up TV formerly offered live premium sports 
channels including ESPN, Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2. The service could be received 
by equipment having a built-in card slot: a DVB-T set-top box, a recorder or 

an integrated television receiver. 


As of July 2013, there were approximately 200,000 subscribers. 


At the end of 2013, Top Up TV ceased broadcasting and sold its subscriber business 
to Sky. 
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Key people David Chance, Nick Markham 
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Top Up TV was a pay TV service in the United Kingdom which launched in March 2004, 
operating on the digital terrestrial television platform. The aim of the service was to 
"top up" Freeview customers by providing additional content and services through 
encrypted TV channels unavailable to other viewers. 


The service offered a variety of content from various providers through 'TV Favourites’, 
and old and low-budget movies from NBCUniversal through PictureBox Movies, all of 
which could be viewed on demand. Top Up TV formerly offered live premium sports 
channels including ESPN, Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2. The service could be received 
by equipment having a built-in card slot: a DVB-T set-top box, a recorder or 

an integrated television receiver. 


As of July 2013, there were approximately 200,000 subscribers. 


At the end of 2013, Top Up TV ceased broadcasting and sold its subscriber business 
to Sky. 


TV Favourites[edit] 


Launched in December 2006 as Top Up TV Anytime, the service offered video on 
demand content from many channels. In 2009, Top Up TV Anytime was rebranded as TV 
Favourites, as Top Up TV no longer needed the Anytime brand to differentiate its on- 
demand service from its previous linear service. The service was only accessible 
through a Top Up TV DVB-T DVR set top box. Content was available by pressing the Top 
Up TV button on the remote whilst watching a TV channel or perusing the EPG. Over 
time, channels like Living and Home were phased out, replaced by programmes from 
the BBC, Warner Bros. Television and The Walt Disney Company. The channel icons 
displayed on the Top Up TV EPG changed from being the logo of their respective 
channel in favour of a uniform genre list. 


Providers that were available at the time were: 
Comedy/Drama 


e Gold 
e United States drama from ABC 


Factual 


e Crime & Investigation Network 
e History Channel 


e Home 


PictureBox[edit] 
Main article: PictureBox Films 


PictureBox was a movies service in which around 28 old and low-budget movies were 
downloaded to the subscriber's Top Up TV Freeview+ box every night for a monthly fee. 
Movies offered were from the NBCUniversal library. Seven films were available at any 
one time, with titles being refreshed nightly. The service launched in October 2006 and 
was the first premium add-on available to Top Up TV customers. Top Up TV was the first 
platform in the world to host the service along with its TV programmes spin-off, TV Box. 


Discontinued channels and services[edit] 


Entertainment, factual and comedy 


e Animal Planet - On-demand content 

e MTV - On-demand content 

e Paramount Comedy - On-demand content 
e Syfy - On-demand content 

e Life and Times - On-demand content 

e Hallmark Channel - On-demand content 

e Living - On-demand content 


e Discovery Channel - Original channel and on-demand content 

* Discovery Real Time - Original channel and on-demand content 
e BBC Programmes - On-demand content 

e CBS - On-demand content 

e Warner TV - On-demand content 

e TV Box (NBCUniversal) 

e National Geographic Channel (UK) 


News and sport 


e Bloomberg Television - Original live channel and on-demand content 

e British Eurosport - Original live channel and on-demand content 

e Sports Xtra - On-demand content 

e Setanta Sports 1 - Premium sport channel, closed due to administration and 
subsequently closed down 


Film 


e Turner Classic Movies (TCM) - Original live channel and on-demand content 
Kids 


e Toonami 

e Boomerang 

e Cartoon Network 

e Cartoon Network Too 
e Nickelodeon 

e Disney Channel 


ESPN [edit] 
Main article: ESPN (UK) 


ESPN was a premium sport channel offering Premier League football, among other 
sports, for a monthly fee. The channel could be accessed through a conditional-access 
module (CAM), set top box with a slot, an IDTV with a slot or through a Top Up TV 
Freeview+ box. It replaced Setanta Sports 1 when its parent company went into 
administration and was closed. Because this channel time-shared with the downloads 
for the TV Favourites service, it was barred from broadcasting 24 hours a day. Between 
Setanta Sports 1 closing and ESPN launching, ESPN America filled airtime whilst carriage 
negotiations were ongoing. The channel is still offered by BT TV under their BT. 

Sport package. 


Sky Sportsieait] 
Main article: Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 1 and 2 were also offered as of 2 August 2010 as Ofcom's pay-TV review saw 
the channels being offered under a wholesale must offer (WMO) agreement which 
effectively forces BSkyB to offer these channels to its competitors. Using capacity which 
BT secured and used to offer the same channels to its BT Vision subscribers, Top Up TV 
also offered these two channels to its subscribers which officially launched on 2 August 
2010. Top Up TV had been able to offer Sky Sports 1 & 2, and ESPN via a conditional- 


access module from October 2011.2! This was possible only via Cl+ compatible IDTVs 
and set-top boxes. 


Equipment[edit] 


Top Up TV offered its services over a range of devices. The Top Up TV Freeview+ DTR's 
offered all services from Top Up TV. All Top Up TV set-top boxes and CAM's allowed 
access to ESPN whilst the CI+ CAM and approved set-top boxes allowed viewers to 
subscribe to Sky Sports and ESPN. A viewing smartcard (viewing card) is used to unlock 
customers' services. Top Up TV used the Nagravision Merlin (NagraVision 3) encryption 
since a card swap in 2008. Previously programmes were encrypted by MediaGuard 
SECA2, a more secure version of the encryption system of previous digital terrestrial 
incumbent ITV Digital. All Top Up TV set top boxes and DTR's were required to have at 
least an 8-day EPG, similar to the requirement for normal Freeview boxes. 


Top Up TV Freeview -4 box (DTR)[edit] 
Main article: Thomson DTI 6300-16 


A range of Top Up TV Freeview+ digital TV recorders, also known as DTRs, automatically 
records programmes broadcast overnight, which the user can then watch on-demand. 
The first generation box was manufactured by Thomson - Thomson DTI 6300- 

16 containing a 160GB HDD. Higher capacity boxes were introduced later on with the 
Thomson DTI 6300-25, effectively the Thomson DTI 6300-16 with a 250GB HDD. 
Different manufacturer's equipment such as Luxor, Bush, Sharp, Wharfdale and a new 
Thomson box were available from retailers such as Argos and ASDA. These newer boxes 
contain varying degrees of capacity ranging from 160GB to 500GB. 


Included in the packaging was a Top Up TV bespoke remote control and SCART lead, a 
signal improvement kit, an RF lead and a power cable. Printed materials include the Top 
Up TV welcome pack, a remote control codes guide and an instruction manual. The rear 
of the box had two SCART sockets, two tuners, an S-Video output, 

analogue phono output and Digital Audio output. It featured a powered but 

functionless USB port on the front or rear of the DTR. 


Set-top box (STB)ieait] 


Initially, Top Up TV made use of set-top boxes with viewing card slots to offer a linear 
pay TV service. At launch, only ex-ITV Digital boxes were available, but new boxes were 
soon produced, bearing the "Top Up TV Ready" logo. Since the unavoidable move 
towards on demand, the live channel hours were reduced and eventually closed. 


All previous "Top Up TV Ready" set-top boxes with viewing card slots were later only 
able to receive ESPN. With the launch of Sky Sports in 2010, BSkyB insisted that the 
viewing smart card must be paired to the set-top box. Whilst Top Up TV Freeview+ 
DTR's have this facility using the CAN number, few other set-top boxes offered this 
facility and had to be approved by Top Up TV. These approved boxes included the i-CAN 
Freeview HD Box, the Top Up TV T215 and Sagem IDT68 and IDT72. 


Conditional-access module (CAM) [edit] 


A conditional-access module can be inserted into a Cl slot mostly found on 

modern IDTVs to enable decryption of encrypted services. Whilst Top Up TV offered a 
branded CAM, only ESPN could be received. This is due to BSkyB having concerns with 
the security of these modules meaning Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2 are not available. 


CI+ CAMs were due to become available to overcome such security concerns, offering 
access to Sky Sports and ESPN from August 2011, but there were delays to the launch 
due to Top Up TV having difficulties trying to identify compatible devices. These devices 
finally appeared in October 2011.4 


History[edit] 


The company was founded by two former BSkyB executives, David Chance and lan 
West. The management team currently consists of Chance as chairman and Nick 
Markham as chief executive officer. Top Up TV is 2096 owned by Channel 5 and 
restructured during 2006, with the original company liquidated under Members 
Voluntary Liquidation under the name Minds1. The owner of Access Industries, Len 
Blavatnik, is said to have purchased a 7096 stake in January 2007. 


According to the official Registre de Commerce et des Sociétés of the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the accounts lodged by Top Up TV Europe S.a.r.l. in 2010 indicated costs 
of €38 million, debts of €23 million and ongoing losses of €21 million. 


2004-06: Launch and early yearsieait] 


Top Up TV, as Newincco 166 Ltd, attempted to make an application for 

the multiplex licence bid for multiplex D on the DTT service in 2002 as a joint 
application with Carlton, Granada and Channel 4, trading as the Digital Terrestrial 
Alliance (DTA). The company were prepared to offer a "viable" and "lite-pay" service, 
which would have provided a large number of free to air channels and a few pay-TV 
ones. The bid was unsuccessful, and the licence was instead awarded to the BBC, 
BSkyB and Crown Castle, which later became National Grid Wireless. 


After the turn-down of a multiplex bid, Top Up TV turned to public service 

broadcasters Channel 5 and Channel 4 to gain capacity on the platform. On multiplex A, 
Top Up TV were granted four long-term streams (one of which previously hosted TV. 
Travel Shop), and on multiplex 2, were granted one short-term stream from Channel 4. 
They came up with a time-shared system which allowed 10 pay-TV channels to be 
broadcast in the space of five television streams, two of which were allotted "empty" 
space, which later became ABCI and Teachers' TV. The sixth stream was used as a 
temporary measure (as of the short-term contract with Channel 4), and hosted pay-per- 
view channels Xtraview and Red Hot. 


Top Up TV focused less on the premium services which were prominent of ITV 

Digital prior to 2002. By 2005, eleven channels were available on the service but were 
all timeshared. Overnight this dropped to as few as two channels (from the main 
package), in order to make space for premium adult entertainment channels. 


From its launch in 2004, Alice Beer ran an Information Programme viewable by the 
channel placeholders and the Top Up TV Sampler channel at the time about the service. 
From March 2004, Top Up TV provided a package of 10 timeshared TV channels which 
was joined by an eleventh in 2005: UKTV Gold, UKTV Style, UKTV Food, Discovery 
Channel, Discovery Home & Leisure, TCM, E4, Bloomberg, Cartoon 

Network and Boomerang. On 27 May 2005, E4 left Top Up TV to become a free-to- 

air channel and was replaced by British Eurosport which began broadcasting on the 
platform on 1 June 2005. Toonami also joined the line-up. Discovery Home & Leisure 
was rebranded Discovery Real Time. In its first year of operation, the company made 
losses of £7 million. The original service broke even at 250,000 subscribers (according 
to some sources) around the Time Top Up TV Anytime was announced. This figure fell 
significantly short of the claimed potential subscriber numbers of 650,000 as set out in 


the original Freeview Plus proposal document, due to the differing market in 2004 and 
increasing temptation from Sky (who acquired ITV Digital's customer details) and Cable 
TV companies. 


Top Up TV provided additional services such as Xtraview which offered Top Up TV 
channels on a per-day basis, but closed down after Channel 4 wanted the stream back 
for its own use. This was replaced by Top Up TV Pay As You Go which later closed. Top 
Up TV Active was an interactive advertising service that replace the off-air MHEG 
screens on Channel 107; it also featured an audio version of QuizWorld. 


In August 2005, Setanta Sports broadcast live pay-per-view Scottish Premier 

League matches in conjunction with Top Up TV. The service used Top Up TV's Xtraview 
technology. Originally this was only available to viewers in Scotland, but was made 
available nationwide in early 2006. 


Since 9 February 2007, all but two live channels on the service had been replaced with 
the push video-on-demand service, as the original package was slowly being phased 
out. However, premium sports can still be accessed on a live basis. The Xtraview access 
control system is still in use today for TelevisionX. 


2006-13: On-demand and premium sportsieait] 


On 30 August 2006, Top Up TV announced that it was to launch a new service known as 
Top Up TV Anytime. The new service required a Top Up TV Anytime DTR, effectively a 
digital terrestrial television recorder, which allows access to on demand and encrypted 
channels. The original service, following Anytime's launch, was later mostly phased out, 
being reduced to two live non-sport channels, Gold and Home. Existing channels of the 
original service at launch closed down or had their hours reduced before being phased 
out completely. Existing channels along with new channels such as Living and Disney 
Channel joined the new service and began offering content on an on-demand basis. 
PictureBox Movies launched as a premium movies add-on in October 2006.4 


Also in 2006, Inview Technology launched the world's first push-VOD service for Top Up 
TV. 


On 11 February 2007, Top Up TV's per-per-view Scottish Premier League matches were 
discontinued, when the Setanta Sports channel was to be made available on Top Up TV 
by a separate subscription, until the Setanta Sports channel ceased broadcasting in 
June 2009 after the company went bust. 


In 2009, Top Up TV Anytime was rebranded into TV Favourites, spawning PictureBox and 
the newly launched ESPN into viewing packs available as part of TV Favourites or 
available separately. Monday 2 August 2010 saw Sky Sports 1 and Sky Sports 2 launch 
through Top Up TV. 


Originally, four streams were used to distribute the TV Favourites service, but the fourth 
stream was taken off air on 11 January 2010. The third stream was pulled from air 
roughly ten months later. The first stream under the name of "Top Up TV Anytime 1" in 
the EPG timeshared with ESPN, and the second stream under the name of "Top Up TV 
Anytime 3" in the EPG timeshared with Home, Gold, and Television X. 


2013: Loss of sports and closure{edit] 


In June 2013, following the acquisition of ESPN by BT and the announcement of the 
removal of Sky Sports 1 & 2 from the Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) network by BT, 
Top Up TV began sending letters to their customers stating that their premium sports 


package(s) would be discontinued. Sky Sports 1 & 2 were removed on 1 July, and ESPN 
on 1 August.“ 


In September, Top Up TV sent customers on the TV Favourites and PictureBox packages 
letters informing them that the service would cease broadcasting on 31 October 2013 
and that all remaining subscriptions will cease automatically. TUTV advised that the 
hardware will continue to work as a Freeview decoder. This brought the period of 
uncertainty about TUTV's future to an end. 


On 31 October, Top Up TV placed a notice on their website stating that they had ceased 
broadcasting. The company sold their subscriber business to Sky where new subscribers 
to Sky could get up to 50% off for a year if they went through Top Up TV. Until June 
2015, the company continued to run conditional access to the Freeview platform which 
BT used to broadcast BT Sports 1 and 2. 


See also[edit] 


e Freeview 
e YouView 
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PICTUREBOX 
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Launched November 2006 
Owned by NBCUniversal 
Picture format 16:9 / 4:3, 576i (SDTV) / 1080i(HDTV) 


Website www.pictureboxfilms.com 


PictureBox previous logo 


PictureBox is a video on demand film service offering a selection of films for a 

monthly subscription. It launched in 2006 and is available as a separate subscription 
through several Digital TV service providers in selected countries such as United 
Kingdom, Russia, Romania and Central and Latin America (Mexico, Colombia and Brazil). 
PictureBox was the first only wholly owned SVOD (subscription video on demand 
service) operated by NBCUniversal. 


In September 2016, PictureBox announced a rebrand of the service, along with the 
relaunch of its website. The new website features include a dedicated page for each 
territory service provider, designed to help users find out more about the service. Other 
features include 'bonus content', such as a blog section, with content curated by leading 
film critics James King and Karen Krizanovich, behind-the-scenes footage, film clips and 
monthly highlights. 


Business model[edit] 


PictureBox differentiates itself from other subscription video on demand services by 
offering subscribers 'hand-picked' films and TV shows. Instead of featuring a huge 
number of titles, its 'panel of film lovers' shortlist a selection of content each month. 


Films that have played for the longest time are removed from the service and replaced 
with a selection of different on demand films. Users do not pay per film; for a monthly 
subscription they have access to any available films and can watch these titles as many 
times as they choose. In UK, Russia, and Central and Latin America, subscribers can 
access TV shows. 


PictureBox presenters[edit] 


James King and Karen Krizanovich are two leading UK film critics on PictureBox. Both 
James and Karen work with PictureBox hosting events, reviewing content and creating 
blogs for the website and social channels. 


PictureBox online[edit] 


Since 8 March 2011, PictureBox has been available as an online film-streaming service 
in the UK and Ireland. It follows the same subscription model, but allows films to be 
streamed to a computer, mobile device or internet-connected television. PictureBox 
online is available as a free app from iTunes for Apple iOS devices and 

on Samsung Smart TVs and Blu-ray players. Further expansion of PictureBox online is 
planned with the addition of more compatible devices including games consoles.” As of 
September 2016, PictureBox ended its online film-streaming service in the UK, with 
users still able to access PictureBox via UK provider TalkTalk TV. 


PictureBox digital TV service[edit] 
United Kingdom (edit! 


In the United Kingdom, the service is available through digital TV provider TalkTalk TV. 
TalkTalk subscribers have a selection of 60 films and a 500+ episodes, all on demand, 
at any one time. A selection films are swapped out for fresh titles each Friday, and a 
selection of TV boxsets are replaced by three new series each month. 


Poland([edit] 


In Poland, PictureBox is available through the digital TV provider Multimedia. PictureBox 
subscribers have a selection of 16 films on demand at any one time, with four films 
swapped out for fresh titles each Sunday. In September, PictureBox closed their B2B 
service in this territory. 


Russiaiedit] 


In Russia, PictureBox is available through the provider Rostelecom, Russia's largest 
national telecommunications operator. Subscribers can watch classic films as well as TV 
series, sport series, concerts and programming for children. There is a selection of 35 on 
demand films at any one time, plus 6 TV Box sets across genres including: Sci-Fi; 
Comedy and Drama (x2); Reality; Cult Crime/Thriller; and First Glance/Second Chance. 


Central and Latin Amerricarieait] 


PictureBox is available in Central and Latin America (Mexico, Columbia and Brazil) on 
platforms including Clarovideo and Net [4]. Subscribers can watch classic films as well 
as TV series, sport series, concerts and programming for children. There is a selection of 
35 on demand films at any one time, plus 6 TV Box sets across genres including: Sci-Fi; 
Comedy and Drama (x2); Reality; Cult Crime/Thriller; and First Glance/Second Chance. 


TVBox digital TV service[edit] 


In October 2014, PictureBox launched a new service on the TalkTalk TV platform 
providing on demand TV box sets, alongside the existing film service. It is unknown 
whether this service will launch with other providers.“ Since Summer 2016, TVBox has 
now been bundled into the PictureBox service. 
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Zattoo 
Developer(s) University of Michigan and Zattoo 
Inc. 
Operating cross-platform 
system 
Type Internet Television 
License Proprietary 
Website www.zattoo.com 


Zattoo is a TV platform for IP-based transmission of television channels and video on 
demand content to a variety of devices. The company headquarters are located in 
Zurich and it has additional offices in Berlin and Ann Arbor (USA). Zattoo is operational 
in two business areas - in addition to its own B2C TV streaming operations aimed at end 
customers in countries such as Germany and Switzerland, Zattoo has a strong B2B 
business and is a leading partner for telecommunication companies worldwide. ™ 


Portfolio[edit] 
Zattoo B2Ci/eait] 


With roughly 20 million registered users, Zattoo is the biggest TV-streaming provider in 
Europe. Live TV and on-demand content can be watched via Zattoo on computers and 
smartphones (iPhone, Android, Windows 10) and on tablets (iPad, Android, Windows 
10). Zattoo also offers TV applications for televisions with integrated internet 
connectivity such as the Samsung Smart TV, Xbox One, Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV and 
Android TV, and also supports streaming via Apple AirPlay and Chromecast. The range 
of programmes includes more than 200 TV channels (in Germany, more than 100). 
These include public, private and international channels. The 7-day replay function and 
the video-on-demand service also enable the time-independent retrieval of selected 
programmes. Zattoo users can choose models that are financed either by advertising or 
by subscriptions. 


Zattoo B2B [edit] 


In its B2B operations, Zattoo has been offering a fully hosted and managed OTT and 
IPTV service for network operators and media companies since 2012. This includes the 
complete ingest chain from live TV and Video on Demand content, including encoding, 
transcoding, multi-DRM and storage through to playout and front-end applications. The 
company focuses on providing a White Label Product with market-proven applications 
for all the relevant devices - from set-top boxes and streaming devices like Apple TV or 
Amazon Fire TV to mobile platforms such as iOS, Android or Windows 10.5! 


Zattoo operates the entire service for its B2B clients as an end-to-end service and 
guarantees the operation of the entire TV platform including White Label applications 
for all devices. Zattoo is constantly developing the service and the applications further 
with continuous updates and innovations.“ 


The TV as a Service approach enables network operators and media companies to 
launch a TV service under their own brand without having to invest in their own 
hardware or software. Another benefit of this approach is how quickly the projects can 
be carried out. There are now more than 30 B2B customers from Europe and the USA on 
the Zattoo platform, and these in turn have several million end customers. 


History[edit] 


Zattoo was created to stream the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany. On 20 April 2007, 
Zattoo launched in Denmark with ten channels and started piloting in the United 
Kingdom. On 4 October 2007, Zattoo reached one million registered users in Europe.!s 
I91 


Since June 2015, Zattoo Germany integrates an on-demand TV function, which enables 
viewers to watch a broadcast up to seven days after their TV broadcast in full length. 
ua The UEFA Euro 2016 provided Zattoo with a new user record: a total of 1.8 million 
viewers watched the games on the OTT platform, more than 800,000 of them in 
Germany. A quarter of the TV consumption during the Euro 2016 through Zattoo took 
place using TV sets connected to the internet, further narrowing the gap to 
smartphone/tablet usage (35%) and web usage (4096).u 


In December 2016, Zattoo reached two million monthly active users." Zattoo has 
introduced restart functionality for 50 TV channels for its German customers including 
channels offered by RTL and ProSiebenSat.1. If a user missed the beginning of a show, 
they can start the show from the beginning.” Zattoo also offers a recording function 
which enables users to record up to 30 TV shows. 


Since January 2018 Zattoo enables cross-border TV streaming for German users within 
the EU. This means that they can watch German TV programmes while staying 
temporarily abroad in another EU country. A registration with Zattoo and a PREMIUM 
account (paid subscription) are required. 23 


Zattoo is also an expert for Programmatic TV. The company offers dynamic advertising 
insertion (DAI) to advertisers. With DAI it is possible to embed video commercials in the 
TV live stream.E9 


Chip.de tested German TV streaming service in the following four categories in June 
2017: number of channels, picture quality, type of end-user use and range of functions / 
service. According to Chip.de Zattoo, the best price performance with additional 
functions such as the break and restart functions is offered.“ 


As of 28 January 2019, Zattoo takes over the end customer business of Magine TV 
Germany, which is discontinuing its TV streaming service in Germany. 150,000 affected 
users will receive a welcome offer from Zattoo to continue watching HD TV on all 
Internet-enabled devices and to use time-shift TV features.5s 


Zattoo is actually available in Germany and Switzerland. 
Availability[edit] 


Applications exist for all major mobile platforms and for set-top boxes, video game 
consoles and connected TVs. Some applications are restricted to specific countries. 


Countries[eadit] 


The service is currently available in Switzerland and Germany. B2C Activities in other 
European Countries were ceased. Zattoo will grow internationally with its partners in the 
B2B business. 


On 19 December 2009, the Audiovisual Media Services Directive® regarding watching 
TV online from other EU countries came into force. This does not affect Zattoo or other 
P2PTV providers at all, since the directive only changes the jurisdiction where a country 
does not allow the reception of a foreign TV channel due to different laws. But the 
reason why P2PTV channels are not available all over the EU is not that the country of 
the viewer would not allow it, but that the TV channel itself cannot allow it due to 
licensing restrictions of the TV programs. 


See also[edit] 


e IPTV 
e Internet television 
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British Satellite Broadcasting plc 


Industry Media 


Fate Merged with Sky Television plc to form 
BSkyB. 2131 


Successor BSkyB 
Founded 2 April 1986 
Defunct 2 November 1990 


Headquart Marco Polo House, London, England, UK 


ers 


Products Pay TV services 


Programming 


Background[edit] 


In 1977, the World Administrative Radio Conference assigned each country five high- 
powered channels for direct broadcast by satellite (DBS) for domestic use. In 1982, 
after being awarded two of the channels, the BBC proposed its own satellite service, 
™ with two conditions: 


e Use of a satellite built by United Satellite, a consortium of British 
Aerospace and Matra Marconi Space (the former Marconi Space merged with Matra's 
former Matra Espace, the latter's space divisions later to become part 
of Astrium and then Airbus Defence and Space), with costs estimated at £24M per 
year. 

* Asupplementary charter was agreed in May 1983 which allowed the BBC to borrow 
up to £225M to cover the cost of the project as it was not allowed to call on public 
funds, nor use existing sources of revenue to fund the project. 


During Autumn 1983, the cost of Unisat was found to be greatly underestimated and 
the new Home Secretary announced the three remaining channels would be given to 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) to allow the private sector to compete 
against the BBC in satellite broadcasting. Within a few months, the BBC started talking 
with the IBA about a joint project to help cover the cost. Subsequently, government 
allowed the IBA to bring in private companies to help cover the costs (dubbed the "Club 
of 21"): 


e The BBC - 5096 

e ITV franchises Granada and Anglia Television - 3096 

e Virgin / Thorn-EMI / Granada TV Rental / Pearson Longman and Consolidated 
Satellite Broadcasting - 209615 


Within a year the consortium made it clear that the original launch date of 1986 would 
be pushed back to 1988,93! while also asking the government to allow them to tender out 
the building of the new satellite system, to help reduce cost.2% The project failed in May 
1985 when the consortium concluded that the cost of set-up was not justifiable. The 
BBC stated the costs were prohibitive, because the government insisted that the BBC 
should pay for the costs of constructing and launching a dedicated satellite. “4 


IBA franchise[ edit] 


The IBA convinced the Home Secretary to revive the DBS project but under different 
conditions (broadly based on a report drawn up by John Jackson), by inviting private- 
sector companies to apply for a new television franchise via satellite, to provide a 
commercial service on three of the five DBS channels on 2 April 1986. One of the 
conditions imposed on applicants by the IBA was that they use a new, untried 
transmission standard, D-MAC. This standard was part of the European Community's 
attempt to promote a high-definition television (HDTV) standard being developed by 
Philips and other European companies, HD-MAC. The technology was still at the 
laboratory stage and was incompatible with previous standards: HD-MAC transmissions 


could not be received by existing television sets which were based 
on PAL or SECAM standards. The condition to use a high-power (230 watts) satellite was 


dropped, and no winner was precluded from buying a foreign satellite system. 


The IBA received five serious bids for the Direct Broadcast Satellite franchises. It also 
received submissions from The Children's Channel and ITN to make sure their 
programmes were used on any successful bid.22! 


Franchise 


name 


British Satellite 


Broadcasting 
(BSB) 


Direct 
Broadcasting 
by Satellite 
(DBS) UK 
Limited 


Direct 
Broadcasting 
Limited (DBL) 


National 
Broadcasting 
Service (NBS) 


SatUK 
Broadcasting 


Consortium led by 


Granada Television, Pearson, Virgin 


Group, Anglia Television, Amstrad and 


Independent Television News (ITN) 


Carlton Communications, London 
Weekend Television (LWT), Saatchi 
and Saatchi, Dixons and Robert 
Fleming merchant bank 


British and Commonwealth Shipping, 
Cambridge Electronic Industries, 
Electronics Rental Group, Rupert 
Murdoch's News 

International and Sears 


James Lee, former head of Goldcrest 


Films and Robert Holmes à Court's 
Bell Group 


Muir Sutherland, Jimmy Hartley, 
backed by Australian finanicier Alan 
Bond and Celtic Films 


Winning bid[edit] 


British Satellite Broadcasting won the fifteen-year franchise on 11 December 1986 to 
operate the Direct Broadcast Satellite System, with a licence to operate three channels. 
BSB forecast 400,000 homes would be equipped during its first year, but some doubts 


Proposed channels 


Screen, 
Zigzag, Galaxy and Now 


A sport/news/business 
channel, an entertainment 
channel, and Super Channel 


A channel for families and 
children, another for films, 
and a third would have 
broadcast Sky Channel 


Schedules for children and 
sport fans, along with a news 
channel 


A free-to-air entertainment 
channel, a £5 per month film 
channel and a £2 per month 
family channel 


were cast whether this was possible. The Cable Authority welcomed the service, 


believing it would encourage more users, especially with its dedicated movie channel.zz 
[14] 


BSB's original satellite channels were: 


Description 


Screen | Feature film channel with a subscription price of £2.50 per week 


Zigzag | Kids and lifestyle channel shared with Screen during the daytime hours 


Galaxy | Entertainment channel with soap operas and quiz shows from 6pm 


Live 24-hour news, sport and current affairs service powered by Independent 
aa Television News (ITN) 


Around the time of the licence award, Amstrad withdrew its backing as they believed it 
was not possible to sell a satellite dish and receiver for £250. Australian 

businessman Alan Bond joined the consortium along with Reed 

International, Chargeurs, Next plc and London Merchant Securities amongst others. BSB 
earmarked the bulk of the first round of financing for buying and launching two 
satellites (for redundancy and provision of further channels later) and planned a second 
round close to the commencement of broadcasting operations. It commissioned Hughes 
Aircraft to provide two high-powered satellites using launch vehicles from McDonnell 
Douglas. Both companies were American and had established reputations for reliability. 
Hughes was the main contractor and offered a commercial space industry first, "in orbit 
delivery", whereby BSB's risk was reduced because payments became due only after 
the satellites were launched and operational.22 


On 8 June 1988, rival tycoon Rupert Murdoch, having failed to gain regulatory approval 
for his own satellite service, and failing to become part of the BSB consortium, 
announced that his pan-European television station, Sky Channel, would be relaunched 
as a four-channel UK-based service called Sky Television, using the Astra system and 
broadcast in PAL with analogue sound. BSB had been aware of the impending launch of 
Astra when it submitted its proposal to the IBA in 1986, but had discounted it. Lazard 
Brothers, the Pearson subsidiary responsible for BSB's first fundraising memorandum, 
reportedly regarded Astra as technology-led rather than programming-led and, 
therefore, an unlikely threat. 


The stage was set for a dramatic confrontation. BSB, expecting to be the UK's only 
satellite service, was faced with an aggressive drive by Murdoch's Sky to be the first 
service to launch. As Britain's official satellite television provider, BSB had high hopes, 
as the company planned to provide a mixture of highbrow programming and popular 
entertainment, from arts and opera to blockbuster movies and music videos. The 


service would also be technically superior, broadcasting in the D-MAC (Multiplexed 
Analogue Components type D) system dictated by European Union regulations with 
potentially superior picture sharpness, digital stereo sound and the potential to show 
widescreen programming, rather than the existing PAL system. BSB criticised Sky's 
proposals, claiming that the PAL pictures would be too degraded by satellite 
transmission, and that in any case, BSB would broadcast superior programming. SES, 
the Astra operator (now operators of the O3b data satellites and others with names 
including AMC, Ciel, NSS, Quetzsat, YahSat and SES), had no regulatory permission to 
broadcast, had plans (initially) for only one satellite with no backup, and the European 
satellite launch vehicle Ariane suffered repeated failures. However, SES used the 
resulting delay time to re-engineer the satellite to reduce the dish size needed, which 
would otherwise have been larger than 60 cm (24"). 


To distance itself from Sky and its dish antennas, BSB announced a new type of flat- 
plate satellite antenna called a "squarial" (i.e., "square aerial"). The illustrative model 
shown to the press was a dummy and BSB commissioned a working version which was 
under 45 cm (18") wide. A conventional dish of the same diameter was also available. 
The company had serious technical problems with the development of ITT's D-MAC 
silicon chips needed for its MAC receivers. BSB was still hoping to launch in September 
1989, but eventually had to admit that the launch would be delayed. 


During the summer, in a bid to gain more viewers BSB/BBC prepared a bid for a four- 
year deal for the rights to broadcast top league football, outbidding ITV's £44m offer; 
ua BSB had also committed about £400 million to tying up Paramount, Universal, 

Columbia, and MGM/United Artists, with total up-front payments of about £85 million. 


A photo of all three BSB dishes available, the squarial, a Sky dish for comparison, the round BSB 
dish, and the square BSB dish. 


BSB's costs had started to rocket, reaching £354m, while Chief Executive Anthony 
Simons Gooding denied that BSB had gone over budget and would require more than 
the planned £625m it required to operate up to 1993.7 In December 1988, Virgin pulled 
out of the BSB consortium, ostensibly because it was going private again; Virgin had 
also become increasingly concerned about BSB's mounting costs. The film-rights battle 
proved to be the final straw for Virgin, since it would necessitate a "supplementary first 
round" of financing of £131 million in January 1989 in addition to the initial £222.5 
million. After unsuccessfully offering its stake in BSB to the remaining founders, Virgin 
sold it to Bond Corporation, already BSB's largest shareholder, for a nominal profit. 


A Squarial installed on a house wall 


Despite the delayed launch, BSB continued to invest heavily in marketing in 1989 to 
minimize the effects of Sky's timing advantage. BSB also received a needed boost in 
June 1989 when it won the franchises for the two remaining British high-powered DBS 
channels, beating six other bidders when the BBC dropped all plans for use of the 
allocated channels. BSB revised its line-up to include separate channels for films, sports, 
pop music, general entertainment and living/current affairs. Unfortunately, this 
increased the size of the dishes which the public had to purchase from 25 centimetres 
to 35-40 centimetres; subsidies from BSB helped maintain retail prices at £250. 


Launchieait] 
PN 
OS 


BSB channel logos, clockwise from top left: BSB, The Sports Channel, Galaxy, Now, Power Station, 
The Movie Channel (The Computer Channel not present for it was not promoted) 


BSB's satellite channels for the general public were: 


e The Movie Channel 

e The Sports Channel 

e Galaxy (until 2 December 1990) 
e The Power Station 

e Now (until 1 December 1990) 


With a sixth for business users: 


e The Computer Channel (28 June - 29 November 1990) 


BSB launched its service on 25 March 1990, with the slogan /t's Smart to be Square. The 
launch, six months late, came 13 months after Sky's launch.2# BSB was due to start 
broadcasting in September 1989 but was delayed by problems with the supply of 
receiving equipment and because BSB wanted to avoid Sky's experience of launching 
when most shops had no equipment to sell. Its D-MAC receivers were more expensive 
than Sky's PAL equivalents and incompatible with them. 


BSB claimed to have around 750,000 subscriptions while Sky had extended its reach 
into more than 1.5 million homes. It was believed both companies could break even if 
subscriptions reached three million households, with most analysts expecting this to be 
reached in 1992. 


BSB Datavision(edit] 


Launched along with the channels for the general public, BSB Datavision was a 
subsidiary of the company which offered encrypted television services and data 
reception to business users through BSB's domestic TV receivers. This included The. 
Computer Channel, 22291 


Competition[edit] 


Sky's head start over BSB proved that the PAL system would give adequate picture 
quality, and that many viewers would be happy to watch Sky's more populist output as 
opposed to waiting for the promised quality programming pledged by BSB. Sky had 
launched its multi-channel service from studios at an industrial estate in Isleworth, West 
London with a 10-year lease on SES transponders for an estimated £50 million, without 
backup. BSB, on the other hand, would operate from more expansive headquarters 

at Marco Polo House in Battersea, south London with construction and launch of its own 
satellites costing an estimated £200 million. 


When BSB finally went on air in March 1990, 13 months after Sky, the company's 
technical problems were resolved and its programming was critically acclaimed. 
However its D-MAC receivers were more expensive than Sky's PAL equivalents and 
incompatible with them. Many potential customers compared the competition between 
the rival satellite companies to the format war between VHS and Betamax home video 
recorders, and chose to wait and see which company would win outright, in order to 
avoid buying potentially obsolete equipment. 


Mergerr[edit] 


Both BSB and Sky companies had begun to struggle with the burden of huge losses, 
rapidly increasing debts and ongoing startup costs. On 2 November 1990,25 a 50:50 
merger was announced to form a single company, formally British Sky 

Broadcasting (BSkyB), but marketed as Sky. 


Satellites/edit] 


As the company focused on the Astra system, which was not subject to IBA regulation, 
the Marcopolo satellites were withdrawn and eventually sold (Marcopolo | in December 
1993 to NSAB of Sweden and Marcopolo II in July 1992 to Telenor of Norway). Sky. 
News began broadcasting services to Scandinavia from the Thor satellites. 


NSAB operated Marcopolo I (as Sirius 1) until successfully sending it to a safe disposal 
orbit in 2003 as it reached the normal end of its operational life when fuel ran out. 
Marcopolo Il was operated (as Thor 1) until 2002 and disposed of successfully. 


After the merger BSB, DMAC receivers were sold off cheaply and some enthusiasts 
modified them to allow reception of D2MAC services available on other satellites. BSB 
receivers, Ferguson in particular, could be modified by replacing a microprocessor. 
Upgrade kits from companies such as Trac Satellite allowed re-tuning whilst other kits 
allowed fully working menu systems and decoding of 'soft' encrypted channels, 
although this required the receiver to have one of the later MAC chipsets. Some kits 
even included smart card readers and full D2MAC decoding capability. 


Locationsieait] 


Marco Polo House 


The Marco Polo House headquarters were vacated, leading to redundancy for most BSB 
staff with only a few moving to work at Sky's HQ in Isleworth. The building was retained 
by the new company, and in 1993 became the home of shopping channel QVC when its 
UK channel launched. Broadcasting platform ITV Digital moved into part of the building 
as part of the settlement that saw Sky forced out of the original company. Marco Polo 
House was demolished in March 2014. 


Channelsrieait] 


Following the merger, BSkyB moved quickly to rationalise the combined channels it now 
owned: 


e The entertainment channel Galaxy was closed with its transponders handed over 
to Sky One. 

e The factual, lifestyle and arts channel Now was replaced in the most part with Sky. 
News, although as some arts programming was still to be shown, a short term opt- 
out service called Sky Arts was launched for broadcast on the Marco Polo 
transponders at weekends. 

e Music channel The Power Station remained on air until 8 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by Sky Movies. 

e Sports channel The Sports Channel remained on air until 20 April 1991, when it was 
replaced by a new channel called Sky Sports. 

e The Movie Channel remained on air until 1 November 1997. 


Technically, two BSB channels still exist, but cannot be rationalised. The Movie Channel 
kept its name until 1997, being briefly rebranded as "Sky Movies Screen 2", Sky Premier 
and then Sky Movies 2. The channel is now Sky Movies Showcase. The Sports Channel 
retained its name for a while, then was rebranded to Sky Sports on 20 April 1991, and 
rebranded to Sky Sports 1 in August 1996, when Sky Sports 3 was launched. 


Regulatory context[edit] 


A new TV transmission system, Multiplexed Analogue Components (MAC), was originally 
developed for high definition TV but European TV manufacturers developed patented 
variants and successfully lobbied regulators such that it was adopted by the EU as the 
standard for all direct broadcast satellites. 


This had the effect that the low-cost non-European TV manufacturers would not only 
have to pay royalties to the EU manufacturers but would also not have direct access to 
the technology, and hence would always be behind with new developments. 


In the UK, the Independent Broadcasting Authority developed a variant, D-MAC, which 
had marginal audio channel improvements, and insisted on its use by the satellite 
service to be licensed by itself. On the continent of Europe, satellite TV manufacturers 
standardised on another variant, D2-MAC, which used less bandwidth and was 
compatible with the extensive existing European cable systems. 


With the launch of BSB the IBA became a member of the secretis zeezea "MAC Club" of 
European organisations which owned patents on MAC variants and had a royalty sharing 
agreement for all TV and set top boxes sold. 


The IBA was not directed to be an "economic regulator", so the free market in lower 
power satellite bandwidth satellites (such as SES-ASTRA) leveraged the benefits of the 
existing lower cost PAL transmissions with pre-existing set-top box technology. The IBA 
was rendered helpless and Rupert Murdoch made a voluntary agreement to adhere to 
those Broadcasting Standards Commission rules relating to non-economic matters, such 
as the technology used. 


Ironically the past-deadline encryption system in the DMAC silicon chip technology was 
one primary reason for BSB having to merge with Sky, and hence the Far Eastern TV 
manufacturers had largely unfettered access to the market when MAC was dropped in 
favour of PAL. Sky launched with free-to-air PAL receivers, adding 

the VideoCrypt technology when the DMAC system was dropped and Sky. 

Sports and Sky Multichannels launched. 


Outcomesi[edit] 


BSB's shareholders and Murdoch's News International made huge profits on their 
investments, the 50:50 merged venture having an effective quasi-monopoly on UK 
satellite pay-TV. From a UK perspective, British Satellite Broadcasting's existence 
prevented 100% of these profits being made by News International, reducing Murdoch's 
ability to influence government policy. 


At one stage of the saga, News International was facing dismemberment at the hands of 
its bankers. 


Following the takeover of Sky by Comcast in October 2018, Murdoch was no longer 
involved in British television but retained his newspaper assets through News Corp. 


See also[edit] 


e Independent Broadcasting Authority 
e Sky Television plc 


e British Sky Broadcasting 
e Timeline of Sky Limited 


External links[edit] 


e "BSB and Squarials". Retrieved 30 April 2007. 


e "TVARK - British Satellite Broadcasting". Archived from the original on 3 March 2016. 


Retrieved 17 August 2007. 


Further reading[edit] 


e New York Times 20 December 1990 Murdoch's Time of Reckoning 
e Peter Chippindale, Suzanne Franks and Roma Felstein, Dished!: Rise and Fall of 


British Satellite Broadcasting, (London: Simon & Schuster Ltd, 1991). 


e Broadcasting and New Media Policies in Western Europe Kenneth H. F. Dyson, Peter 
Humphreys ISBN 0415005094, 9780415005098 
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Ofcom Code on Sports and Other Listed 
and Designated Events 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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The Ofcom Code on Sports and Other Listed & Designated Events is a series of 
regulations issued originally by the Independent Television Commission (ITC) then 

by Ofcom when the latter assumed most of the ITC's responsibilities in 2003, which is 

designed to protect the availability of coverage of major sporting occasions on free-to- 
air terrestrial television in the United Kingdom. 


In 1991, the Home Secretary, Kenneth Baker, devised a list of events not permitted to 
be broadcast solely on pay television services. The practice was placed on a statutory 
footing by the Broadcasting Act 1996, which required the ITC to create a permanent list 
of such events, dubbed the "crown jewels of sport"." In 1997, the initial list was 
drawn up, and was revised in 1999, where the code was divided into two categories, A 
and B. The code was further amended in 2000 to give the ITC responsibility over UK- 
based broadcasters wanting to transmit listed events in other countries." 


Eligible broadcasters[edit] 


Listed events may only be televised by eligible broadcasters, carrying a signal on a PSB 
multiplex on Freeview that covers at least 9596 of the population, and must be carried 
by cable, satellite, and streaming IPTV services. As of July 2019, the eligible 

Parliament, CBBC and CBeebies), ITV (including ITV2, ITV3, and ITV4), and Channel 

4 (including Film4 and More4). Channel Five is currently ineligible to broadcast listed 
events, as Ofcom deems that its My5 streaming services serve an insufficient number of 
platforms. 


Category A[edit] 


Category A events are events which must have live coverage made available to free-to- 
air channels, although pay television networks may share live coverage. As of 2000, 
these events are: 


Association football: 


e FIFA World Cup (men's only; all matches) 
e UEFA European Championship (men's only; all matches) 


e FA Cup Final (men's only) 
e Scottish Cup Final (men's only; applies to Scotland only) 


Horse racing: 


e Grand National 
e Epsom Derby 
Rugby league: 


e Challenge Cup final 


Rugby union: 


e World Cup final 
Tennis: 


e Wimbledon Championships finals (all) 
Multi-sport events: 


e Olympic Games (both summer and winter) 


Category B[edit] 


Category B events can be shown on pay television, provided sufficient secondary 
coverage (highlights, delayed broadcast, etc.) is made to free-to-air broadcasters. As of 
2000, the events covered by this category are: 


Athletics: 


e |AAF World Championships 
Cricket: 


e Test matches played in England 
e World Cup (the final, semi-finals, and any matches involving the Home Nations) 


Golf: 


e The Open Championship 


e Ryder Cup 
Rugby union: 


e World Cup (excluding the final) 
* Six Nations Championship matches involving the Home Nations 


Tennis: 


e Wimbledon Championships (excluding the finals) 
Multi-sport events: 


e Commonwealth Games 


Cricket[edit] 


The England cricket team's home Test matches were originally a Category A event. 
However, the England and Wales Cricket Board negotiated for it to be transferred to 
Category B and subsequently, and controversially, sold exclusive live broadcast rights 
for the 2006-09 home cricket seasons to Sky Sports. During the 2019 Cricket World 
Cup, bowing to public pressure, Sky stated that it would sub-license the final to Channel 
4 (who sub-licensed highlights rights) if England were to qualify. England would 
advance, and beat New Zealand to win the title, in one of the first top-flight cricket 


matches aired free-to-air since 2005. Following the tournament, renewed calls emerged 
for test matches and/or the Cricket World Cup to be added to Category A. swm 


Proposed changes[edit] 
2009 reviewiedit] 


In 2008 (in the lead-up to digital switchover), Ofcom began an independent review, led 
by David Davies,® into the contents and organization of the listed events criteria. On 30 
July 2009, the BBC proposed that the list be expanded and reorganized to include a new 
"A1" category above the existing category A (renamed A3), designating that the event 
must be aired live in their entirety on free-to-air channels (such as the FIFA World Cup, 
UEFA Euro, and the Olympics), and "A2" for events seen as only important to one Home 
Nation and that must be broadcast in their entirety on free-to-air channels within said 
nation (such as the FA Cup final in England and the Scottish Cup final in Scotland). List 
A3 (requiring FTA highlights) would add the Cricket World Cup final and ICC World 
Twenty20 final, British and Irish Lions tours, and FIFA Women's World Cup, UEFA 
Women's Championship and Women's Cricket World Cup matches involving Home 
Nations.“ 


The Davies review panel recommended the abolition of Category B in its entirely, 
leaving a single slate of listed events that must be televised in their entirety on British 
FTA television unless otherwise noted, including the Summer Olympics, FIFA World Cup 
and UEFA European Championship, the FA Cup final (outside of Scotland), the Scottish 
Cup final (inside Scotland), the Rugby World Cup, the Grand National, and Wimbledon. It 
was also proposed that qualifying matches for Euro and the World Cup that involve 
Home Nations (within the participating nations), the Ashes home tests, and Wales 
matches at the Six Nations Championship (in Wales) be added to the list. The Epsom 
Derby, rugby league Challenge Cup final, and the Winter Olympics were removed under 
the proposal. snanu 


2019 changesieait] 


In July 2019, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Jeremy 

Wright announced a consultation on adding the FIFA Women's World 

Cup and Paralympic Games to Category A. The 2019 FIFA Women's World Cup was 
televised in its entirety by the BBC, with total viewership of 28.1 million across the 
entire tournament. In September 2019, Wright's successor Nicky Morgan stated that she 
had begun to seek input with rightsholders on adding more women's sporting events to 
category A, in order to place them on "equal footing" with their men's counterparts. She 
is also pursuing updates to the listed event rules to account for changes in viewer habits 
prompted by digital platforms.2222! 


See also[edit] 


e Broadcasting of sports events 
e Public service broadcasting in the United Kingdom 
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Sports broadcasting contracts in the 
United Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article refers to sports broadcasting rights in the United Kingdom. For a list 
of sports broadcasting rights in other countries, see List of sports television broadcast 
contracts. 


Certain sporting events are protected by the Ofcom Code on Sports and Other Listed 
and Designated Events and must be broadcast live and free-to-air on terrestrial 
television in the UK. 


Presently, free-to-air means a TV channel which is free and covers 9896 of the 
population. Qualifying free-to-air channels are BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5. All with Ofcom rules and regulations. 


Association football[ edit] 


Televisionrjeait] 
See also: English football on television 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


FIFA World Cup 


FIFA World Cup 


qualification 


Broadcaste 

Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- re (paid) 

air) p 

BBC Sport 

None 
ITV 
ITV 
BBC Sport 
Mycujoo 

Sky Sports 
YouTube 


Ofco 
m 


Categor 


5 


Broadcast 
details 


All matches live 
on BBC Sport or 
ITV with final live 
on both 
broadcasters 

in 2022"! 


e UEFA: 

All matches 
(exclude 
England) live 
in English on 
Sky Sports. 
England live 
matches and 
highlights of 
other matches 
in English on 
ITV. 

Wales live 
matches in 
Welsh on S4C. 
Highlights of 
NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 
matches in 
English on 
BBC, until 
2022.. 

e AFC: 
Selected first 
and second 
round 
matches live 
on MyCujoo 
until 2020. 

e CONMEBOL: 
TBA until 2021 
or 2022. 

e CAF: 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


FIFA Women's World 


Cup 


FIFA Youth World Cups 


UEFA European 
Championship 


UEFA European 
Championship 
Qualifiers 


Broadcaste 
Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- re (paid) 
air) p 
BBC Sport None 


FreeSports None 


BBC Sport 
None 
ITV 
ITV 
S4C 
Sky Sports 
BBC Sport 


Ofco 
m 


Categor 


Broadcast 
details 


Selected 
matches live 


All ea b ASEMi y gu T 
for 2019. Scotland 
matches also 
available in Gaelic 
on BBC Sport. 


Live coverage of 
FIFA U-20 and U- 
17 Men's and 
Women's World 
Cups until 2022 


Shared coverage 

of all matches live 
(until semi-finals) 

and simulcast live 
final 


e All matches 
(exclude 
England) live 
in English on 
Sky Sports 

e England live 
matches and 
highlights of 
other matches 
in English on 
ITV. 

e Wales live 
matches in 
Welsh on S4C 

e Highlights of 
NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


UEFA Nations League 


UEFA Women's 
Championship 


UEFA European Under- 


21 Championship 


UEFA Youth European 


Championships 


Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- 
air) 


n 
iss 
(e 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


UEFA.tv 


Broadcaste 
rs (paid) 


Sky Sports 


None 


Sky Sports 


None 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


matches in 

English on BBC 
All matches live in 
English on Sky 
Sports. Wales live 
matches in Welsh 
on SAC. Highlights 
of NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 
matches in 
English on BBC. 
Highlights of 
England and other 
matches in 
English on ITV. 
Until 2021. 


All matches live 
until 20218! 


Live until 2021 on 
Sky Sports. 
Highlights on ITV. 


Live coverage of 
UEFA U-19 and U- 
17 Men's and 
Women's 
Championships in 
2019. England, 
Scotland, and 
selected other 
matches live on 
BBC. Other 
matches that not 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Broadcaste 


Event rs (free-to- piene, 
air) p 
Africa Cup of Nations Unknown Unknown 
Copa América FreeSports Premier Sports 


CONCACAF Gold Cup FreeSports Premier Sports 


= England national 


gebe ceermnietedorste || a Sky Sports 


=} England under-21 | ITV BT Sport 
national football team 


Broadcast 
details 


aired on BBC also 
available on 

Next edition in 
2021. 


All 26 matches 
live on Premier 
Sports, with 
encore and 
highlights also 
available on 
FreeSports in 
2019 


All 31 matches 
live on 
FreeSports, with 
encore and 
highlights also 
available on 
Premier Sports in 
2019 


Qualifiers and 
pre-tournament 
friendlies live on 
ITV until 2022201 
Nations League 
matches and in- 
season friendlies 
live on Sky. 
Sports until 2021 


Home friendlies 
and qualifiers live 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


matches 


=f England women's 
national football team 
matches 


WI Germany national 
football teams 
matches 


—|— Northern Ireland 
national football team 
matches 


E E Republic of Ireland 
national football team 
matches 


ZÁ Scotland national 
football team matches 


Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- 
air) 


BBC Sport 


YouTube 


BBC Sport 


None 


BBC Sport 


Broadcaste 
rs (paid) 


BT Sport 


None 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


on BT Sport. 
Highlights on ITV. 


Live coverage 

of Men's U- 

21, Men's U-20, 
and Women's tea 
ms (exclude the 
matches featuring 
Home Nations and 
England) on 
German Football 
YouTube channel. 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers, and 
friendlies live on 
Sky Sports with 
highlights of 
Nations League 
and European 
Qualifiers on BBC 
until 2022 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers and 
friendlies live until 
2022 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers and 
friendlies live on 
Sky Sports with 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Broadcaste 
Broadcaste 
Event rs (free-to- rs (paid) 
air) P 
BBC Sport 
i. udine 
BBC Sport 


Broadcast 
details 


highlights of 
Nations League 
and European 
Qualifiers on BBC 
until 2022 


Nations League, 
qualifiers and 
friendlies live in 
English on Sky 
Sports and in 
Welsh on S4C 
with highlights on 
BBC 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event Mice Broadcast details 
All matches live for 2019 and 2020 
FIFA Club World Cup BBC Sport editions.29 For 2019, both Liverpool 
matches live on TV. 
Bl UEFA Champions 
League 
Live until 2024.22:2:: Qualification and 
BT Sport play-off matches are included in the 
BH UEFA Europa League contract. 


Bl UEFA Europa 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event Broadcast 
er 
Conference League 
Bl UEFA Youth League 
BH UEFA Super Cup 
Bl UEFA Women's BBC Sport 
Champions League 
All club's 
channels 
HA CONMEBOL 
BBC Sport 
Libertadores ew 
Sky Sports 
=} Premier League BT Sport 
Amazon 


Prime Video 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2023 


Final only live until 2021 


Selected home nations club's matches, 
exclude final 


Selected matches, exclude final 


Final only, live on BBC Two in 2019.54 


128 live games (packages B, C, D and E) 
until 2022, plus live coverage of the Asia 
Trophy for 2019 and 2021. 


52 live games (packages A and G) until 
2022 


20 live games per season (package F) 
until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


= English Football League 


=} National League 


=} FA Women's Super 
League 


-]- FA Cup 


Broadcast 


er 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


BT Sport 


FreeSports 


BT Sport 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Broadcast details 


Highlights until 2022. Match Of The Day 
on Saturday nights, the Sunday morning 
Match Of The Day repeat, MOTD2 on 
Sunday nights, Football Focus, MOTDx 
and The Premier League Show through to 
and including the 2021/22 season." 


183 live matches per-season on Sky 
Sports plus live play-off matches and 
final with a further 80 matches across 
digital and interactive platforms 


Highlights until 2022 


One match a week until 2021, including 
end of season play-offs, plus weekly 
highlights: 


Weekly highlights 


Live 


Live matches on BBC Sport and 
highlights on BBC Sport. 


16 matches per season including final 
live until 2021. Additional matches 
involving Welsh clubs on BBC Sport or 
S4C. One live match per qualifying round 
on BBC Sport and BBC Sport website. 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


=} FA Women's Cup 


=} FA Community Shield 


=f EFL Cup 


=} EFL Trophy 


Broadcast 
er 


BT Sport 


ITV 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


ITV 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


Broadcast details 


T 18 Live matches per season including, 
6 matches from the first and second 
rounds and the final live from 2021- 
2025un 


30 live matches per season including 
final until 2021 


t 20 live matches per season including 
the final from 2021-20252% 


Semi-finals and final Live 


Live until 2020 


T Live from 2021-20254 


Highlights until 2025 


15 live matches per season until 2024 


Highlights until 2022 


Live until 2024 


Highlights of final until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


=f FA Trophy & FA Vase 


=} FA Youth Cup 


—7i— NIFL Premiership 


== Irish Cup 


—-i— Northern Ireland 
Football League Cup 


—l— SuperCupNI 


E=4 Scottish Professional 
Football League 


Broadcast 
er 


BT Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Finals live 


Four matches including final live on ITV 


Up to 5 live matches until 2022 


10 Live Matches & Highlights on Final 
Score and /rish League Show until 2021 


3 matches live on BBC (2 early rounds 
plus final live) 


Final live until 2022 


16 live games available on BBC Sport. 


30 live matches per season until 2020 
T 48 live matches per season from 2020- 
202523 


30 live matches per season plus play-offs 
live until 202029 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


E=4 Scottish Cup 


E=4 Scottish League Cup 


PZA Scottish Challenge Cup 


Broadcast 
er 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


38 delayed matches on Saturday 
evenings and 6 live Scottish 
Championship or Scottish League One 
matches 


Highlights 


8 live matches including one exclusive 
semi-final, and final also free-to-air 
highlights until 202424 


11 live matches including one match in 
rounds 1-3, and final until 2024 


13 live matches each season until 2020 


T 12 to 16 live matches per season and 
free-to-air highlights from 2020 until 
2025 21 


Up to 21 live matches 


One match per round involving Welsh 
teams and final live. 


Semi Finals and final live in 2019. 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


E=4 Scottish Junior Cup 


PZA Scottish Youth Cup 


iM Welsh Premier League 


iif Welsh Cup 


NW Bundesliga 


EH DFB-Pokal 


E DFL-Supercup 


BE B serie A 


ia Coppa Italia 


ia Supercoppa Italiana 


Broadcast 
er 


BBC Sport 


FreeSports 


BBS Sport 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


YouTube 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


BT Sport 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Final live 


Live until 2021 


One weekly live match plus highlights 
on Sgorio on SAC Mondays22 


One live game also on SAC from round 
three onwards plus highlights 


Live until 2021.24 


Live coverage on German Football 
YouTube channel. 


Live until 2020. 


Live coverage until 2020-21 and 
highlights on FreeSports22 


Live until 2021.28 


Live until 2020.22 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


E Ligue 1 


Broadcast 


er 


BT Sport 


ia Championnat National 1 | YouTube 


E Coupe de la Ligue 


E Coupe de France 


= Eredivisie 


E Primeira Liga 


ia Liga 


a Segunda División 


ZZ Copa del Rey 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


FreeSports 


Premier 
Sports 


YouTube 


YouTube 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2021.22 


Live 


Live until 2021. 


Live coverage, starting from the quarter- 
finals in 2018-19.22 


Live coverage until 2020-2125 


Up to two live matches per week.5? 


Live coverage until 2021-22 season!" 


All matches (exclude play-offs) live in 
2019-20 season 


Live 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Broadcast 


Event ES Broadcast details 
EZ Supercopa de Espana YouTube Live 
Premier 
Sports 
EE Allsvenskan Live until 2021 
FreeSports 
mum Ekstraklasa YouTube Live 
EN Russian Premier League | YouTube Up to 4 matches per week live 
BH A-League BT Sport Full coverage 
Bl FFA Cup BT Sport Live 
Premier 
Sports 
lll Chinese Super League Live until 202123 
FreeSports 
e ju Rakuten Up to 3 matches per week live 


on Rakuten TV in 2019533 


== [+] Major League Sky Sports Live in 2019 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event lioc Broadcast details 
Premier 
Sports 
Soccer 
FreeSports 
Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Around 140 live Premier League commentaries per season until 2021/22, including first- 
pick Saturday 15:00 matches, plus Sunday 14:00 and 16:30 games and matches on 
Monday, Friday and Saturday nights. 


Live FA Cup and EFL Cup commentaries 
Reports and goalflashes from EFL matches 


Live UEFA Champions League commentaries and semi finals and final of UEFA Europa 
League 


e talkSPORT 


105 Premier League commentaries per season on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 until 
2021/22, including Saturday matches at 12:30, 15:00 (second-pick) and 17:30 and 
Sunday games at 12:00 


110 live matches from EFL plus play-off semi-finals and finals 

Live FA Cup and EFL Cup commentaries 

Live commentaries of selected matches in the UEFA Champions League and UEFA 
Europa League 

e Independent Radio News 

Live reports and goalflashes from every Premier League match for the UK commercial 
radio network 

e BBC Radio Scotland 

Live commentaries from SPFL matches until 2019/20 plus Scottish Cup, Scottsh League 
Cup and Scotland international matches 


e Clydel 


Preview, half-time and full-time reports from SPFL matches on Superscoreboard 


e RockSport Radio 


Preview, half-time and full-time reports from SPFL matches 


e BBC World Service 


Over 50 live Premier League commentaries of 5 Live 15:00 Saturday and 16:30 Sunday 


matches 


Rugby union[edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event Broadcaster 


Rugby World Cup 


S4C 
Sky Sports 
Sevens World Series 
ITV 
ITV 
World Rugby Under 20 
Championship 
S4C 
YouTube 


Broadcast details 


All 48 matches live in English until 
202359 


9 live matches in Welsh for 2019 
including opening match, all Wales 
games and final 


Live matches 


highlights on ITV 


Live until 2019 

(2017: highlights of group matches 
on ITV with semi-finals and final 
live) 


Welsh matches only, live in Welsh 
until 2019 


Live on World Rugby's YouTube 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


World Rugby Under 20 
Trophy 


Women's Rugby World Cup 


Six Nations Championship 


British and Irish Lions 


= England Autumn 
internationals 


=f England Saxons 


-F England national under- 
20 rugby union team and 
England national under-18 


Broadcaster 


YouTube 


YouTube 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Broadcast details 


channel 


Live on World Rugby's YouTube 
channel 


Live 


Wales, Scotland, and France home 
matches in English until 2021. 


England, Ireland, and Italy home 
matches in English until 2021. 


Welsh matches only, live in Welsh. 


Live in 2017.55 


Live on Sky Sports until 2020 


Highlights until 2019 


Live until 2020 


Live until 2020 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


rugby union team 


= England women's 
national rugby union team 
internationals 


E=4 Scotland national rugby 


union team Autumn 
Internationals 


üa Wales Rugby Union 
Team Internationals 


E X Ireland national rugby 
union team Autumn 
internationals 


ll B France national rugby 
union team Autumn 
Internationals 


ia Italy national rugby 


Broadcaster 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


Channel 4 


Channel 4 


Premier Sports 


FreeSports 


Premier Sports 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2020 


Live in 2019 


Live in 2019 


Live coverage of 2019 Rugby World 


Cup warm-up games 


Live until 2021 


Live in 2019 


Live in 2019 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


union team Autumn 
Internationals 


SANZAAR 


All-Ireland League (rugby 
union) 


European Rugby Champions 
Cup 


European Rugby Challenge 
Cup 


a B —»«" Prol4 


Broadcaster 


FreeSports 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


BT Sport 


Channel 4 


BT Sport 


S4C 


Premier Sports 


FreeSports 


Broadcast details 


Live coverage of South Africa, New 
Zealand, Australia, and Argentina 
test, including all of The Rugby 
Championship and Super Rugby 
matches until 20208882 


Live 


All matches exclusively live until 
2022 


9 matches live (including one 
quarter-final, one semi-final and the 
final); plus highlights of all other 
matches until 2022 


All matches Live until 2022 


9 live matches in 2019-20 


All 152 matches live until 2021 


One match per round until 2021 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


=} Premiership Rugby 


=} Premiership Rugby 
Sevens Series 


=} Premiership Rugby Cup 


=f RFU Championship 


=F The Varsity Match 


=} Premier 15's Women 


Broadcaster 


S4C 


BBC Wales, BBC 
Scotland and BBC 
Northern Ireland 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Broadcast details 


17 matches live 


Highlights 


Up to 80 live matches per season 
until 2020-212% 


5 matches per season and 
highlights of all other matches 


Live matches 


Highlights 


Live in 2019-20 


Highlights 


Minimum of 11 matches per season 
live until 2020 


Live until 2019; Women's Varsity 
Match live on BBC Sport 


Selected games live on Sky Sports 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast details 


ida Principality Premiership | BBC Sport Live 


ia Welsh Varsity Rugby 


match YouTube Live 
E=4 Melrose Sevens BBC Sport Live 
55 matches per season live until 
Sky Sports 2019. 
E E top 14 
S4C Highlights 
E E Pro D2 Eurosport All matches live on Eurosport Player 
7 e e S 
on 2m Super Sky Sports Live until 2020 
Rugby 
Ml Mitre 10 Cup Sky Sports Live until 2020 
B= Currie Cup Sky Sports Live until 2020 
Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Commentary on Six Nations Championship, Autumn Internationals, Premiership Rugby 
and European Rugby Champions Cup matches 
Live commentary on 2019 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio Cymru 


Commentary on all Wales national rugby union team international matches 
Live commentary on all Wales matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 
Commentary on British and lrish Lions tests on BBC Radio Cymru 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


Commentary on all Ulster European Rugby Champions Cup matches and selected Ulster 
Pro 12 matches. 

Live commentary on Ireland national rugby union team Six Nations Championship and 
Autumn International matches 

Live commentary on all Ireland matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Scotland 

Commentary on all Scotland national rugby union team Six Nations Championship 
matches 

Live commentary on all Scotland matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 

e talkSPORT 


Commentary on Premiership Rugby and Anglo-Welsh Cup matches on Talksport and 
Talksport 2; reports on Six Nations Championship and Aviva Premiership matches on 
talkSPORT; commentary on the 2017 British and Irish Lions tour to New Zealand. 


e Independent Radio News 


Reports on Six Nations Championship, Autumn Internationals, Premiership Rugby and 
European Rugby Champions Cup matches. 


Cricket[edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast details 


Sky Sports All matches live until 2024“4 
Test match cricket in 
England and Wales 

BBC Sport Daily highlights until 20244 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event 


One-day International and 
International Twenty20 
Cricket in England and 
Wales 


England women's cricket 
team 


One-day International and 
International Twenty20 
Cricket in Ireland 


Overseas test match and 
ODI cricket 


Broadcaster 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


YouTube 


Sky Sports 


Star India 


Sony Pictures 
Networks 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


All matches live until 2024 


Highlights of ODI matches; 2 
International T20 matches live per 
season until 2024 


Home Test matches, ODI and T20 
internationals live until 2024 


Two live matches per season until 2024 


Home ODI's and T20l's live on Cricket 
Ireland YouTube channel 


Live coverage of all England overseas 
Tours, plus Tests and ODIs, from South 
Africa, West Indies and New Zealand 
(until 2020) 


Live coverage on Star Gold and Hotstar 
of Tests, ODIs & T20Is from India 


Live coverage on Sony Max of ODIs and 
T20Is from Pakistan 


Live coverage of test match, 
international and domestic cricket in 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


EE NES Australia until 20214 
ICC Cricket World Cup Live until 2023 
ICC Women's World Cup Live until 20215: 
ICC Champions Trophy Live until 20215: 
ICC World Twenty20 Live until 2020553 


ICC Womens TAU Weng Sky Sports Live until 2022 t 

Cup 

ICC Under-19 World Cup Sky Sports Live until 2022 “1 

T20 Blast Sky Sports 36 live matches per season until 2024 
Sky Sports Live coverage of all games 

The Hundred 
BBC Sport 10 men's and 8 women's games live 
BT Sport All matches live in 2019.48 


Indian Premier League 
Star India All matches live on Star Gold and 
Hotstar in 2019.47 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast details 


Big Bash League BT Sport All matches live on BT Sport until 2020 


Women's Big Bash League | BT Sport Selected matches live on BT Sport until 


2020 
Caribbean Premier League | Sky Sports All 34 games live in 2019 
e Regional BT Sport Live coverage in 2019 
Pakistan Super League Hum TV Live coverage in 2019 
Bangladesh Premier League | FreeSports Live 
Global T20 Canada FreeSports Live 
European Cricket League FreeSports Ive 


(T10) 


In-play video highlights clips of ICC events on BBC Sport until 2019 

In-play video highlights clips of ECB home international and domestic events on BBC Sport website 
until 2024 

Clips also available on Sky Sports and England and Wales Cricket Board websites 

Fixed camera live streaming coverage of selected County matches via county cricket club websites 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Radio 4 LW 


Live Test Match Special commentary on all England home Test, ODI and T20 matches 
until 2024 and upcoming England tour of New Zealand in 2019 

ICC Cricket World Cup, ICC Champions Trophy and ICC World Twenty20 matches 
Commentary on Cricket Australia international matches via ABC Radio Grandstand, plus 


selected Big Bash League and Women's Big Bash League matches until 2022 
Commentary on Indian Premier League matches until 2020 


e BBC Local Radio 


Commentary on all 2019 County matches on BBC Sport website. Selected matches on 
BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and on BBC Local Radio. 

All Derbyshire matches on BBC Radio Derby 1116 AM 

All Worcestershire matches on BBC Hereford and Worcester 738 AM 

All Hampshire matches on BBC Radio Solent 999 / 1359 AM 

Essex One-Day Cup and T20 Blast matches on BBC Radio Essex 765 AM 

Kent One-Day Cup and T20 Blast matches on BBC Radio Kent DAB 

All Lancashire matches on BBC Radio Lancashire 855 AM 


e talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 


Commentary on England tour to Sri Lanka in 2018, West Indies in 2019 and South Africa 
in 2019-20 


e Independent Radio News 


Hourly reports on England home test matches, ODI and T20 matches for UK commercial 
radio network 


Tennis[ edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Event es Broadcast details 


Grand Slams 


BBC Sport Live on BBC Sport until 202418 


Wimbledon 
Daily highlights and men's singles and women's 
EU esp Ont singles finals live until 2020 
Amazon : : 
[49] 
US Open Video Live until 2022 


French Open ITV Live on ITV4 with finals on ITV until 20215% 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Broadcast details 


Australian Open 
BBC Sport Daily highlights until 2020 


Amazon All matches live until 2022 
Video 
ATP Finals 
Live coverage of afternoon sessions and the 
BBC Sport final until 2020 


UU Live until 20225: 
Video 
ATP World Tour 
Series 
Live coverage of 3 ATP 250 events every year 
until 2020 
aL Tour Live on the ATP Challenger Tour website 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


WTA Tour 


ITF Men's Circuit 


ITF Women's Circuit 


Queen's Club 
Championships 


Eastbourne 
International 


Broadcast details 


Amazon Live coverage of 51 tournaments per year until 
Video 202454 


ITF website Selected tournaments live on ITF website 
ITF website Selected tournaments live on ITF website 


Other Tournaments 


BBC Sport Live until 202455! 


Amazon : A 
Live until 2023 
BBC Sport Live until 2024 


Amazon : : i 

viden Live until 2023 (women's only) 
edt Live until 2023 (men's tournament) 
Video 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Broadcast 


Event Er Broadcast details 
Nottingham Open Amazon Live until 2023 
9 P Video 
Birmingham Classic qun Live until 2023 
Video 
Davis Cup Eurosport Live coverage until 2020 
Federation Cup Amazon Live until 2023 
Video 
Hopman Cup Eurosport Live until 2021 
Amazon : : 
video Live until 2023 
Laver Cup 
Eurosport Live in 2019 
Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 

Commentary on all 4 Grand Slams plus the BNP Paribas Open at Indian Wells, other 
selected ATP Masters 1000 events and evening sessions of the ATP Finals, plus the 
Queens Club Championships and Great Britain Davis Cup matches 

e BBC World Service 

Commentary on Wimbledon men's and women's singles finals 


e  Talksport 
Commentary from Australian Open in 2019 


Golf[edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for golf (television) hide 


Broadcast 
er 


Sky Sports Live until 202452 
The Open 
Championship 
BBC Sport Daily highlights until 2021 
Sky Sports Live from 20205s 
The Masters 
BBC Sport Daily highlights from 2020 


Broadcast details 


US Open Sky Sports Live coverage in 201959 
US PGA Championship | Sky Sports Live coverage in 2019 
PGA Tour 


eee sore 32 live PGA Tour events including FedEx Cup 
ol play-offs and Presidents Cup until 2021 
US PGA Tour events 
CNBC Europe | Highlights 
European Tour events | Sky Sports 32 live events until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for golf (television) hide 


Event cial Broadcast details 
LPGA Tour Sky Sports Up to seven events live 


Other events 


Sky Sports Live until 2022 


Ryder Cup 
BBC Sport Highlights until 2022 


World Golf 


Ghenimtoneiitiss rene Sky Sports Live until 2022 


Sky Sports Live until 2022 
BMW PGA 
Championship 
BBC Sport Highlights until 2021 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 

Commentary on The Open Championship, US Open, US Masters, PGA Championships, 
and the Ryder Cup 

e talkSPORT/talkSPORT2 

Commentary on the Open Championship from Open Radio 


Motorsportj| edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event 


Formula One 


FIA Formula 2 Championship 


FIA Formula 3 Championship 


== [+] IndyCar Series 


Formula E 


Broadcast 


er 


Broadcast details 


Motor racing 


Sky Sports 


Channel 4 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


YouTube 


All races live on Sky Sports F1 until 2024 
with British Grand Prix and selected races 
on Sky Sports Mix or Sky One 


Highlights of all races and qualifying 
sessions until the end of the 2020 season; 
live coverage of the British Grand Prix in 
2020 


Live practice, qualifying and races 


Live qualifying and races 


Live qualifying and races in 2019!s: 


Live until 2019-20 


Complete coverage of all races, 
qualifying, and practices live plus 
highlights. 


All races, qualifying, and practices live 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event 


W Series 


ll 824 Hours of Le Mans 


FIA World Endurance 
Championship |World 
Endurance Championship 


Blancpain GT Series 


Deutsche Tourenwagen 
Masters 


Porsche Supercup 


World Touring Car Cup 


World Rally Championship 


Broadcast 
er 


Quest 


BBC Sport 


Channel 4 


Eurosport 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


BT Sport 


FreeSports 


Eurosport 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Highlights of all races with four races live 


All races live in 2019-20. 


Live in 2019 


Live practice, qualifying and race. Parts of 
the race also on Quest 


Live Sprint Cup races and partial live 
coverage of 24 Hours of Spa in 2018, 


highlights of Endurance Cup. 
Also live on the Blancpain GT Series website. 


Live in 2019 


Live 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Broadcast details 


BT Sport 
SES Wales Rally GB 


—— : Live raceday on ITV4; Highlights on ITV 
EUER TUS Ce until 2022; Qualifying live on 


Championship 


itv.com/BTCC 


Highlights 
Sennaa Also live on the British GT website. 
SEE British GT Championship 


BT Sport Highlights 
Channel 4 Highlights 
SES British Rally 
Championship 
BT Sport Highlights 


Premier Live 
Sports 

== NASCAR 
FreeSports Highlights 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event diac Broadcast details 
Race of Champions Sky Sports Live in 2019 
Sky Sports, : : 
Goodwood Festival of Speed | BBC Sport ue zo Pome On PRODI 
and ITV highlights on ITV 


Motorcycle racing 


BT Sport All sessions live until 202154 
MotoGP 
Quest Highlights until 20201 
Eurosport Live 
World Superbike 
Championship 
ITV Highlights 
Motocross Wand Eurosport All sessions live 


Championship 


Live qualifying and races until 2020, also 


Eur rt 
pel on Questa 


Si British Superbike 
Championship 


ITV Highlights until 2018 


Isle of Man TT ITV Daily highlights on ITV until 2018 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event acc Broadcast details 
-I- North West 200 BBC Sport Asi BBC Sport; Highlights on BBC 
7i— Ulster Grand Prix BBC Sport Highlights 
SES SGB Premiership BT Sport Live until 2021 
Speedway Grand Prix BT Sport Live until 2021 
Speedway Of Nations BT Sport Live until 2021 


Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


All Formula One races live, qualifying sessions and some practices on BBC Radio 5 Live 
and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra until 2021 

All Formula E races live from Formula E Radio on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra or BBC 
Sport website 

e BBC Radio Ulster 


Live commentary of the North West 200 and Ulster Grand Prix 


e Manx Radio 

Live commentary on Isle of Man TT races on Manx Radio TT on 1368 AM 
Boxing[edit] 

Television[edit] 

e Frank Warren Promotions: Live on BT Sport 


e Matchroom Sport: 20 shows a year live on Sky Sports until 2021 
e Cyclone Promotions: Live on Channel 5 


Premier Boxing Champions: Live on ITV, ITV Box Office, and FITE TV until 2021, Sky. 
Sports! 

Top Rank: Sky Sports (Matchroom fights only) and BT Sport 

European Amateur Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

World Amateur Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

World Boxing Super Series: Live on YouTube (twelve quarter finals only) and Sky. 
Sports (six semi finals and three finals, the finals will be live on Box Office) (2018- 
19) 

World title fights screened on Sky Sports, BoxNation, Premier Sports, Channel 5 and 
ITV 

Ulster Senior Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

WGP Kickboxing: Live on Fight Network 


Radioreait] 


BBC Radio 5 Live and talkSPORT 


Commentary on major fights involving British boxers 


Mixed martial arts[edit] 
Television(edit] 


UFC: Live on BT Sport (non PPV events) and BT Sport Box Office’! until 2021 
ONE Championship: YouTube (until September 2019) and FITE TV (from October 
2019) 

Bellator: Live events on Channel 5 and Sky Sports"? 

Cage Warriors: Live on UFC Fight Pass 

International Mixed Martial Arts Federation: FreeSports 


Ultimate Challenge MMA: Fight Network 


Wrestling[edit] 
Televisioniedit] 


WWE: BT Sport (replacing Sky UK January 2020) 
AEW: ITV4 and ITV Box Office’?! 

Impact Wrestling: 5STAR”! and Fight Network 
World of Sport Wrestling: ITV! 

Ring of Honor: Fight Network 

Preston City Wrestling: Fight Network 
Championship Wrestling from Hollywood: Fight Network 
Smash Wrestling: Fight Network 

MLW: FreeSports 

International Wrestling Syndicate: Fight Network 
Wrestling at the Chase: Fight Network 

World Arm Wrestling League: Fight Network 


Multi-disciplines events[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Olympic Games: Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport until 20247 

e Paralympic Games: Live on Channel 4 until 20207 

e Commonwealth Games: Live on BBC Sport in 2018; highlights on Eurosport plus live 
coverage of swimming and diving eventszz 

e World University Games: Live on Eurosport and Olympic Channel 

e Youth Olympics: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e European Games: Live on BT Sport in 2019 

e European Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport in 2018”! 

e NCAA: Live coverage and highlights on BT Sport 

e Invictus Games: Live on BBC Sport"? 

e Abu Dhabi Grand Slam: Live on Fight Network 


Radio(edit] 


e Olympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live (until 2024) 


e Paralympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 
e European Championships: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live in 2018! 


Athletics[edit] 
Televisionrjeait] 


e UK Athletics major events: Live on BBC Sport until 2020 

* London Marathon: Live on BBC Sport until 2021 

e Great North Run: Live on BBC Sport until 20188 

* Great Manchester Run: Live on BBC Sport 

* Great South Run: Live on Channel 5 

e Great Scottish Run: Live on BBC Sport 

e Cardiff Half Marathon: Live on BBC Sport 

* Great North City Games: Live on BBC Sport 

e Brighton Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Manchester Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Manchester Half Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Yorkshire Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e British Indoor Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e IAAF World Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Indoor Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF Diamond League: All international meetings live; 2 UK meetings live until 2020 
with highlights of all meetings on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Relays: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF Continental Cup: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e Athletics World Cup: Live on Sky Sports in 2018 

e European Athletics Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport until 2018 


e European Team Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Athletics Indoor Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Athletics Junior Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e World Junior Athletics Championships: Live on Eurosport 

e IAAF World Indoor Tour: Live on YouTube and BBC Sport until 2023 
e New York Marathon: Live on Eurosport; highlights on FreeSports 

e Paris Marathon: Live on Eurosport 

e Amsterdam Marathon: Live on Eurosport 

e IPC Athletics World Championships: Live on Channel 4 until 2020! 
e IPC Athletics European Championships: Live on Channel 4 until 2020” 
e IPC Grand Prix Final: Live on Channel 4 until 202072 


Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Commentary from IAAF World Championships, European Athletics Championships, IPC 
Athletics World Championships, IAAF Diamond League and UK Athletics major events 


Commentary via BBC London on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra on London Marathon 


Rugby league[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Super League: 80 live games per season on Sky Sports until 2021; highlights 
on BBC Sport until 202112! 

e Championship: Live on Sky Sports until 2021 

e National Conference League: 30 live games per season on Sky Sports until 2021 

* Challenge Cup: two sixth round matches, two quarter-finals, two semi-finals and 
final live on BBC Sport until 2020; one fifth round match, one sixth round match and 
two quarter-finals live on Sky Sports until 2020 One live match from rounds one to five 
on BBC Sport 

e World Club Challenge: Live on Sky Sports until 2021; highlights on BBC Sport 

e Rugby League World Cup: All 31 matches live on BBC Sport in 202115 

e National Rugby League: Live on Sky Sports 

e State of Origin: Live on Sky Sports 

e Rugby League European Championship: Live on BBC Sport 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Over 70 live Super League commentaries per season and Challenge Cup commentaries 
on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra; reports on BBC Radio 5 Live 


e  Talksport 


Over 100 live Super League commentaries per season on Talksport 2 until 2020; reports 
on Talksport 


BBC Local Radio 


Commentaries on Super League, Championship and Challenge Cup matches 


Wireless Group 


Commentary on Wigan and St Helens matches on Wish FM and Warrington and Widnes 
matches on Wire FM 


Snookerl[edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Snooker Championships: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 
2026 

UK Championship: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 2026 
Masters: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 2026 

Welsh Open: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport until 2026 

English Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
Northern Ireland Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final 
live) 

Scottish Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
Champion of Champions: Live on ITV until 2019 

World Grand Prix: Live on ITV until 2019 

Players Championship: Live on ITV in 2019 

Tour Championship: Live on ITV in 2019 

World Snooker Shoot-Out: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and 
final live) 

World Snooker: 18 tournaments live on Eurosport each season until 202641 


Horse racing|[edit] 


Television(edit] 


Cheltenham Festival: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 20205: 

Grand National: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Epsom Derby: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Royal Ascot: Live on Sky Sports Racing and ITV until 2020 

Glorious Goodwood: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

British Champions Day: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Dubai World Cup: Live on Racing TV and Sky Sports Racing in 2019 

Ulster Derby: Live on BBC 

Sky Sports Racing: Live coverage from 25 UK courses 

including Ascot, Chepstow, Chester, Doncaster and Lingfield, plus over 200 fixtures 
from France (including Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe), Hong Kong, United States 
(including Breeders' Cup and Triple Crown) and Australia (including Melbourne Cup) 
Racing TV: Live coverage from 35 UK courses 

including Aintree, Cheltenham, Epsom, Goodwood, Haydock, Kempton, Newbury, Ne 
wmarket, Sandown and York, plus Irish racing. 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
Commentary on all major races with full coverage of Cheltenham Festival, The Grand 


National and The Derby5? 


e BBC World Service 
5 Live commentary on The Grand National 


e Talksport 


Commentary on major meetings including Cheltenham Festival, The Grand 
National, Royal Ascot and The Derby on Talksport and Talksport 2 


Equestrianism[edit] 


Televisionrjeait] 


e Horse of the Year Show: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e Royal International Horse Show: Live on BBC Sport 

e Hickstead Derby: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e Olympia Horse Show: Live on BBC Sport and QUEST 

* Global Champions Tour: Live coverage of London event on BBC and QUEST 
e Badminton Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport until 2020&4 

e Burghley Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport 


e World Equestrian Games: Live on BBC Sport 
Darts|[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e PDC World Darts Championship: Live on Sky Sports until 202558 

e Premier League: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e Grand Slam of Darts: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Matchplay: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Grand Prix: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Cup of Darts Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e UK Open: Live on ITV until 2020 

e European Championship: Live on ITV until 2020 

e Players Championship Finals: Live on ITV until 2020 

e The Masters: Live on ITV until 2020 

e World Series of Darts: delayed coverage of five events on ITV until 2020 

e World Series of Darts Finals: Live on ITV until 2020 

e Champions League of Darts: Live on BBC until 2019 

e BDO World Darts Championship: Live on QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
and Eurosport (evening sessions and final live) until 202129 

e World Masters: Live on QUEST and Eurosport until 2021 

e BDO World Trophy: Live on QUEST and Eurosport until 2021 


Radioreait] 


e PDC World Darts Championship: Reports and commentary 
on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 
e Premier League and other major PDC tournaments: Live on talkSPORT 2 


Rowing[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e World Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e Rowing World Cup: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e The Boat Races: Live on BBC Sport until 2021; Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport 
e Henley Royal Regatta: Live on BT Sport 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra: Commentary on The Boat Race 


Cyclingledit] 


Television(edit] 


e Tour de France: Live on ITV (until 2023), S4C and Eurosport (until 2023) 

e Giro d'Italia: Live on Eurosport to 2020; Live on SAC 

e Vuelta a Espana: Live on Eurosport to 2020; highlights on ITV to 2020 

e UCI World Tour: 30 races live on Eurosport 

* La Course: Live on Eurosport and ITV 

e Paris-Nice: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV (until 2023) 

e Critérium du Dauphiné: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV (until 2023) 

e UCI Road World Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020; live on BBC Sport 
e World Track Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020; live on BBC Sport 

e UCI Cyclo-cross World Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020 

e UCI Track Cycling World Cup: Live on BBC Sport (UK event only) 

e European Track Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e Tour of Britain: Live on ITV; highlights on ITV 

e Women's Tour of Britain: Highlights on ITV and Eurosport 

e Tour de Yorkshire: Live on ITV and Eurosport 

e British National Road Race Championships: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV 
e RideLondon: Live on BBC Sport until 2019; Live on Eurosport 

e Revolution: Live on Eurosport 

e Halfords Tour Series: Highlights on ITV 


Radioreait] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
Tour de France: Commentary on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Sport website 


Swimmingledit] 


Television(edit] 


e World Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Short Course Swimming Championships: Live on Eurosport 

e IPC Swimming European Championships: Highlights on Channel 4 until 2020 
e IPC Swimming World Championships: Highlights on Channel 4 until 2020 

e British Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e National Winter Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e National Diving Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Radioreait] 


e World Championships: Live commentary on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Triathlon[edit] 
Televisionrjeait] 


e ITU World Series: Live on BBC Sport; all UK rounds and highlights on BBC Sport 
e British Triathlon Super Series: Highlights on Channel 4, Sky Sports and Eurosport 


Gymnastics[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e European Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC and Eurosport 

e World Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC 

e Gymnastics World Cup (UK): Live on BBC 

e World Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 
e Trampoline World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 

e Aerobic Gymnastics World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 


e Acrobatic Gymnastics World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 
e British Gymnastic Championships: Live on BBC Sport website in 2017 


Gridiron Football (American Football)[edit] - 
Television/Streaming[edit] 


e NFL: 
o NEL International Series: Live on BBC Sport (Wembley games only in 2019) 
and Sky Sports 
NFL Playoffs: Live on Sky Sports 
Super Bowl: Live coverage on BBC Sport and Sky Sports 
Thursday Night Football matches live on Amazon Prime Video and Sky Sports 


Sunday Night Football: Live on Sky Sports 


OoOo O OO 


o Monday Night Football: Live on Sky Sports 

o All Regular Season Games: Live on NFL Gamepass (UK Version) - EXCEPT the 2 
games each week chosen for Sky's Sunday Main Event. TNF, SNF, and MNF 
games are not blacked out as Sky/Amazon do not have exclusive streaming 
rights to these. All blacked-out Sky games (including Playoffs) can be viewed on 
Gamepass after 48 hours. 


NCAA College Football: Live on BT Sport ESPN and ESPN Player 
CFL: Live on BT Sport ESPN 


Sky Sports NFL rights will be up for renewal at the end of 2019/2020 season. 
Radio(edit] 


Live commentary on all Jacksonville Jaguars games and selected other NFL games 
on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2; Super Bowl live on talkSPORT 


Ice hockey[edit] 


Television(edit] 


National Hockey League: Live on Premier Sports/FreeSports until 20212 

Elite League Ice Hockey: Live on FreeSports until 2020 

Champions Hockey League: Live on Premier Sports/FreeSports. 

IIHF World Championships: Division | A and Great Britain national team's games live 
on IIHF's YouTube channel; Division I B live on IIHF's YouTube channel 

Swedish Hockey League: Live on FreeSports until 2020 

Kontinental Hockey League: Playoffs live on FreeSports in 2018 

Spengler Cup: Semi-finals and Final live on FreeSports /Premier Sports until 2021 


Television(edit] 


Men's and Women's Pro Leagues: Live on BT Sport 

Men's and Women's EuroHockey Championships: Live on BBC and EuroHockey TV 
Euro Hockey League: Live on BT Sport!’ and EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Club Trophy: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Club Challenge: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Indoor Nations Championship: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Junior Championship: Live on EuroHockey TV 

Men's England Hockey League: Semi-finals and finals live on YouTube. Weekly 
highlights on YouTube. 

Women's England Hockey League: Semi-finals and finals live on YouTube. Weekly 
highlights on YouTube. 

Hockey Super 6's: Live on BBC Sport website in 2018 


Basketball[edit] 
Televisionrjeait] 


e British Basketball League: 24 games live on BBC Sport including Trophy and Cup 
Finals; 15 live games on FreeSports; all games on LiveBasketball.tv 

e Women's British Basketball League: 8 games live on BBC Sport including Trophy and 
Cup Finals 

e National Basketball League (England): Playoff and Cup finals live on 
NBL's YouTube channel 

e NBA: Live on Sky Sports until the end of October 2022 and NBA League Pass 

e WNBA: Live on Sky Sports until the end of October 2022 and WNBA League Pass 

e College Basketball: Live on BT Sport and ESPN Player 

e EuroLeague: Live on Eurosport Player’?! 

e EuroCup Basketball: Live on Eurosport Player 

* Basketball Champions League: Live on Eurosport Player and LiveBasketball.tv 

e FIBA Europe Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Euroleague Women: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e EuroCup Women: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Lega Basket Serie A: Live on Eurosport Player 

e Basketball Super League: Live on Eurosport Player 

* Greek Basket League: Live on Eurosport Player 

e FIBA Basketball World Cup: Live on Eurosport 

e FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA EuroBasket Women: All games live on LiveBasketball.tv. In addition in 2019, 
Great Britain's quarter-final was shown on FreeSports and their semi-final and the 
third-place play-off were shown on the BBC Sport website 

e FIBA Under-19 Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA Under-19 Women's Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA U20 European Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA U18 Women's European Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA 3x3 World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA 3x3 World Tour: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Wheelchair Basketball World Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e European Wheelchair Basketball Championship: Live on the Paralympic 
Games YouTube channel. During the 2019 women's championship, Great Britain's 
semi-final and the final were also shown on the BBC Sport website 

e British Wheelchair Basketball National Leagues: Championship games, select 
Women's League games and Junior League final live on British Wheelchair 
Basketball YouTube channel 


Baseball[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Major League Baseball: Live on BT Sport and MLB.tv; 25 free live games every 
season on YouTube 

e College Baseball: Regular season games live on ESPN Player. College World 
Series games also live on BT Sport 


* Minor League Baseball: Live on MiLB.tv 

e Australian Baseball League: Live on ABL's YouTube channel 

e WBSC Premier12: TBC for 2019 

e U-23 Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e U-15 Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e Women's Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 


Softball[ edit] 
Television(edit] 


e College Softball: Regular season games live on ESPN Player. Select Women's College 
World Series games also live on BT Sport 

e Women's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e Men's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e Junior Men's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 


Winter sports[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Winter Olympics: Live on Eurosport and BBC until 2022 

e Winter Paralympics: Live on Channel 4 until 2018 

e Alpine Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21; highlights of selected 
European races on BBC Sport with some live on BBC Sport 

e Cross-Country Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Freestyle Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Nordic Combined World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Ski Jumping World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Snowboard World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Alpine Skiing World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2021 and BBC Sport 

Freestyle Skiing & Snowboard World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2017 

Nordic Skiing World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2021 

Bobsleigh World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

Skeleton World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

Bobsleigh World Cup: Live on BBC Sport 

Skeleton World Cup: Live on BBC Sport 

Luge World Championships: Live on Eurosport 

Luge World Cup: Live on Eurosport 

e World Figure Skating Championships: Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport 

e European Figure Skating Championships: Live on Eurosport 


Sailing[edit] 
Televisionreait] 


* America's Cup: Live on BT Sport; highlights on BBC Sport 
e Sailing World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Gaelic games[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e GAA: 20 live games on Sky Sports including All-Ireland football and hurling semi- 
finals and final until 2021; 26 GAA Championship games and 30 Allianz League 
games on Premier Sports until 2020 

e Ulster Senior Football Championship: Live games on BBC including Ulster Football 
Final until 2020; live RTE televised Ulster matches until 2020 


Radio{(edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


GAA live coverage of the Ulster Club and Ulster Senior Football Championships, and 
games in the National League, qualifiers and All-Ireland Championship involving Ulster 
counties until 2017 


Shinty[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Live coverage of Premier Division matches plus Camanachd Cup Final, Macaulay 
Cup Final and Scotland v Ireland shinty-hurling international on BBC 


Netball[edit] 
Televisionrjeait] 


Netball Superleague: Live on Sky Sports 

ANZ Premiership: Live on Sky Sports 

International Netball Super Series: Live on Sky Sports 

2019 Netball World Cup: all matches live on Sky Sports; day four matches onwards 
live on BBC 


Badminton[edit] 
Televisionreait] 
e National Badminton League: Live on BT Sport 


e All England Badminton Championships: Live on BBC Sport website until 2021 
e Scottish Open Grand Prix: Live on BBC Sport website in 2017 


Squash[edit] 
Television(edit] 
e World Squash Championships: Live on BT Sport?» 


e PSA World Series: Live on BT Sport and Eurosport Player 
e British National Squash Championships: Live on BBC Sport website 


Bowls[edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Indoor Bowls Championships: Live on BBC Sport 
Scottish International Indoor Open: Live on BBC Sport 
Waterloo Championship: Live on ITV 


Table tennis[edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Table Tennis Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2020 
Table Tennis World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020 

ITTF World Tour (including Grand Finals): Live on Eurosport until 2020 
European Table Tennis Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2020 
Europe Top 16 Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020 

World Championship of Ping Pong: Live on Sky Sports 

English National Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Australian rules football[edit] 


Television(edit] 


Australian Football League: Live on BT Sport 

Victorian Football League: One live game per week on AFL 

Victoria's YouTube channel 

VFL Women's: One live game per week on AFL Victoria's YouTube channel 
North East Australian Football League: Live on NEAFL's YouTube channel 


Futsal[edit] 
Television(edit] 


FA National Futsal League: Live on BT Sport 

FIFA Futsal World Cup: TBA (2020) 

UEFA Futsal Champions League: Live on YouTube (Final four only) 
UEFA Futsal Euro: TBA (2022) 

UEFA Women's Futsal Championship: Live on YouTube (Final four only) 
UEFA Under-19 Futsal Championship: Live on BBC Sport 


Archery[edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Archery Championships: Live on World Archery's YouTube channel 
Archery World Cup: Live on World Archery's YouTube channel 


Handball[edit] 
Television([edit] 


e EHF Champions League: Live on ehfTV 

e EHF Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e EHF Challenge Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Champions League: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Challenge Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e SEHA League: Live on ehfTV 

e European Men's Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Men's U-20 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's U-19 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 
e European Men's U-18 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's U-17 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 


e IHF Men's Junior World Championship: Live on IHF's YouTube channel 
e IHF Men's Emerging Nations Championship: Live on IHF's YouTube channel 


Volleyball[edit] - 
Television(edit] 


e FIVB Volleyball Men's World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's World Cup: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's World Cup: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's Nations League: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's Nations League: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e Men's European Volleyball Championship: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's European Volleyball Championship: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Men's European Volleyball League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's European Volleyball League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's Club World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e CEV Champions League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Women's Champions League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's CEV Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Challenge Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Women's Challenge Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e College Volleyball: Live on ESPN Player. National Championship games live on BT. 
Sport ESPN 
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English football on television has been broadcast since 1938. Since the 
establishment of the Premier League in 1992, English football has become a very 
lucrative industry. As of the 2013-14 season, domestic television rights for the 20-team 
Premier League are worth £1 billion a year. The league generates €2.2 billion per year 
in domestic and international television rights." 


Contracts[edit] 
Main article: Sports broadcasting contracts in the United Kingdom § Association football 


Early history[edit] 
Early yearsiedit] 


The BBC started its television service in 1936, although it was nearly a year before the 
very first televised match of football was screened - a specially-arranged friendly 

match between Arsenal and Arsenal Reserves at Highbury on 16 September 1937. This 
was followed by the first televised international match, 

between England and Scotland on 9 April 1938, and the first televised FA Cup final 
followed soon after, on 30 April the same year, between Huddersfield Town and Preston 


North End.“ 


In October 1946, the first live televised football match was broadcast by the BBC from 
Barnet's home ground Underhill. Twenty minutes of the game against Wealdstone were 
televised in the first half and thirty five minutes of the second half before it became too 
dark. 


However, coverage of football television did not expand and for the next two decades 
the only matches screened were FA Cup finals and the odd England v. Scotland match. 
The first FA Cup tie other than the final to be shown was a fifth round match 

between Charlton Athletic and Blackburn Rovers on 8 February 1947, but matches were 
Sparing and only games in London could be broadcast, for technical reasons. 


The dawn of regular coveragereadit] 


The advent of floodlighting led to the creation of the European Cup, designed as a 
midweek cup competition for the champions of European nations, in 1955. The newly 
formed British television station ITV saw televised football as an ideal way of gaining a 
share of the audience from their only rival broadcaster, the BBC. The BBC meanwhile, 
started showing brief highlights of matches (with a maximum of five minutes) on its 
Saturday-night Sports Special programme from 10 September 1955, until its 
cancellation in 1963. The first games featured were both from Division One — Luton 


Town v Newcastle United and Charlton Athletic v Everton. Kenneth 
Wolstenholme and Cliff Michelmore were the commentators.“ 


An early attempt at live league football was made in 1960-61, when ITV agreed a deal 
worth £150,000 with the Football League to screen 26 matches; the very first live 
league match was on Saturday 10 September 1960 between Blackpool and Bolton 
Wanderers at Bloomfield Road. The match kicked off at 6:50 pm with live coverage 
starting at 7:30 under the title The Big Game. A major blow to the TV moguls was the 
absence of big box-office draw Stanley Matthews through injury, and the game ended 1- 
0 to Bolton in front of a half-empty stadium. 


However, ITV withdrew from the deal after first Arsenal and then Tottenham 

Hotspur refused them permission to shoot at their matches against Newcastle 

United and Aston Villa respectively, and the Football League demanded a dramatic 
increase in player appearance payments.= Both matches received highlights coverage 
from the BBC on Sports Special instead. 


However, ITV moved again into football, albeit tentatively, in 1962 when Anglia 
Television launched Match of the Week, which showed highlights of matches from 
around East Anglia. The first match shown was Ipswich Town's 3-2 defeat at the hands 
of Wolves at Portman Road on 22 September 1962. Tyne Tees Television in the North 
East of England began broadcasting local matches soon after under the title Shoot. 
League football was soon to gain a nationwide audience once more. In 1964, the BBC 
introduced Match of the Day - originally shown on BBC2 and intended to train BBC 
cameramen for the forthcoming 1966 World Cup. The first match was Liverpool's 3-2 
victory over Arsenal at Anfield on 22 August, and the estimated audience of 20,000 was 
considerably less than the number of paying customers at the ground. At the time BBC2 
could only be received in the London area, although by the end of Match of the Day's 
first season it could be sampled in the Midlands. The programme transferred to BBC1 in 
the wake of England's 1966 World Cup win and at last could be received by television 
viewers across the UK. 


The World Cupieait] 
See also: List of FIFA World Cup broadcasters 


There was live coverage of World Cup football on UK screens in 1954 and 1958 - 
however only selected matches were available. In 1954, Kenneth 

Wolstenholme provided commentary on the few televised matches for BBC 

from Switzerland - including the quarter-final between Hungary and Brazil. 

A thunderstorm over the Alps cut off the picture and many irate viewers wrote in to 
complain that the BBC had pulled the plug.“ The 1958 tournament in Sweden saw a 
greater range of matches thanks to the new Eurovision Network; the BBC and ITV both 
screened matches, although the networks had to overcome opposition to the coverage 
from the Scottish FA, who were worried that attendances at Junior football matches 
might be hit.22 The 1962 World Cup in Chile was covered in delayed form by the BBC 
with film having to be carried by air via the United States back to Britain. Matches were 
generally seen three days after they were played, though every match was covered by 
the BBC with commentary. 


With intercontinental communications satellites in their infancy and videotape a new 
advance, the first tournament to gain widespread international live coverage was 

the 1966 tournament, which was held in England. The tournament, which England won, 
increased the popularity of the sport. With more football viewers than ever, Match of the 
Day thrived — switching from BBC Two to BBC One to reach a wider audience. ITV's 


regional coverage had also expanded during this period with London weekend 
company ATV launching Star Soccer in October 1965, Southern Television's Southern 
Soccer and ABC's World of Soccer also began to appear regularly in the WV 

Times Sunday schedules. London Weekend Television's The Big Match started in 1968, 
and eventually the entire ITV network's football coverage would be broadcast under its 
title. 


Rise of live League coverageredit] 


The demand for football grew through the 1970s and early 1980s, and the decision to 
start screening live league matches was almost inevitable; a deal was struck for the 
start of the 1983-84 season and the first live league match since 1960 was screened on 
ITV, between Tottenham Hotspur and Nottingham Forest, on 2 October 1983. Spurs 
would also feature in the BBC's first live league match at Manchester United on a Friday 
night a few weeks later. 


By the late 1980s the value of live TV coverage had rocketed; while a two-year contract 
for rights in 1983 had cost just £5.2m, the four-year contract exclusively landed by ITV 
in 1988 cost £44m, a fourfold increase per year. There was now a situation where live 
football was on TV almost every Sunday afternoon from about November onwards, as 
ITV screened top-flight football most weeks and the BBC had the rights to the FA. 

Cup that occupied other weekends. 


With top-flight football proving particularly lucrative, in 1992 the clubs of the Football 
League First Division voted to quit the league en masse and set up their own league, 
the Premier League. They eventually opted to agree a deal with Sky Sports rather than 
ITV or the BBC, meaning leading live top-flight football was no longer available 

on terrestrial television. ITV continued to show second tier matches on a regional basis 
for the next four seasons until they also transferred to Sky Sports, apart from one 
season (2001-02) when they were shown on its unsuccessful ITV Digital platform. 


Premier League era[edit] 


Football on television today/edit] 
See also: Premier League media coverage 


Fans watch an England international in HDTV in a cinema, 2006 


Coverage of Premier League now dominates football on English television, especially in 
financial terms; the contracts agreed between the league and broadcasters BSkyB in 
1992 and 1997 were worth £191.5m and £670m respectively. Sky were also able to 


show more live games than previously, with several games live on many matchdays 
(originally Sundays and Mondays). However, the European Union objected to what it 
saw as a monopoly on television rights and demanded the 2007 contract be split into 
separate packages of 23 games; eventually Sky won four of the six available packages, 
with the other two were taken by Setanta Sports. Setanta went bankrupt in 2009 with 
its packages taken over by ESPN. From 2010/11, Sky have five packages and ESPN one. 
The top tier still has a presence on terrestrial television in highlights form on Match of 
the Day.“ 


From the 2009/10 season, live coverage of the Football League returned to British 
terrestrial television for the first time since 2001 with the BBC securing 10 live 
Championship (second tier) games per season, as well as Football League highlights 
after Match of the Day. Sky also showed live lower league football while Setanta also 
showed large numbers of Conference National games before the channels demise. 


There is also extensive coverage of numerous Cup competitions. Every match in 
the Champions League (formerly European Cup) is available on BT Sport. BT Sport and 
the BBC broadcast the FA Cup while Sky show the League Cup. ITV and BT Sport show 


the Europa League with even the Football League Trophy getting live television 
exposure on Sky Sports. 


Premier League satellite decoder caser[eait] 


English football on television 


Court European Court of Justice 
Citation(s) C-403/08 
C-429/08 


The Premier League holds an exclusive contract with broadcasters British Sky 
Broadcasting. Some public houses install foreign satellite television decoders hardware 
to enable customers to watch live Premier League games in their establishment. 


The Court of Justice of the European Union has ruled that EU law on the free movement 
of goods should be applied to the decoder cards. 


In 2007 Karen Murphy, a Portsmouth publican, was convicted under s297(1) of the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (CDPA), in that on two occasions she: '... 
dishonestly received a programme included in a broadcasting service provided from a 
place in the United Kingdom with intent to avoid payment of any charge applicable to 
the reception of the programme.' In 2012, the European Court ruled that blocking 
foreign satellite TV breached EU single market rules.“2 The English high court quashed 
Mrs Murphy's convictions. 


Worldwide coverageredit] 


This article's factual accuracy may be compromised due to 
Co out-of-date information. Please update this article to reflect 


recent events or newly available information. (September 2016) 


Promoted as "The Greatest Show On Earth",“2241 the Premier League is the most- 
watched football league in the world, broadcast in 212 territories to 643 million homes 
and a potential TV audience of 4.7 billion people;.2: The Premier League's production 
arm, Premier League Productions, is operated by IMG Productions and is responsible for 
producing all content for its international television partners. 


United States|edit] 


In the United States, coverage for most of the 2000s and early 2010s was shared 
between Fox Soccer/Fox Soccer Plus and ESPN, with Fox Deportes and ESPN 

Deportes holding Spanish language rights.:s NBC Sports (primarily 

through NBCSN, NBC, CNBC, and USA Network) replaced ESPN and Fox Soccer as the 
exclusive broadcaster of the league in the US (in both English and 

Spanish; Telemundo and NBC Universo now carry Spanish-language coverage) 
beginning in the 2013-14 season, as the result of a new three-year, 

$250 million USD deal with the league, including 20 matches that start at 5:30pm UK 
time on Saturdays free-to-air on the main NBC network (12:30pm American Eastern). 

un Other games are carried through gametime-only channels known as "Premier League 
Extra Time", and all games are carried through NBC Sports' website and the NBC Sports 
mobile app with TV Everywhere authentication, with USA Network carrying matches in 
lieu of NBCSN during the 2014 Winter Olympics and 2016 Summer Olympics. Beginning 
with the 2017-18 season, all matches not shown on the linear TV channels will be 
available on Premier League Pass, a subscription service hosted by NBC Sports Gold.2s 
E3 Survival Sunday coverage (under the banner Championship Sunday) will be carried 
on the last match day by ten NBCUniversal networks, along with Telemundo and mun2. 
201 ESPN properties air the FA Cup from 2018/19 season through subscription service 
hosted by ESPN+,2) 


On 10 August 2015 NBC Sports announced it had reached a six-year extension with the 
Premier League to broadcast the football league through the 2021-22 season. The 
value of the licensing deal rose by 100% with the deal estimated to be worth $1 billion 
(£640 million); double the previous value.“ Traditionally a three-year deal, NBC Sports 
were able to double that length, as Premier League viewership on NBC and NBCSN 
averaged a record 479,000 viewers in the 2014-15 season — up 9% from the record 
NBC Sports set during its debut covering the Premier League in 2013-14 (438,000 
viewers), and up 118% from 2012-13, when coverage still aired on Fox. 

Soccer and ESPN/ESPN2 (220,000 viewers).22 Along with improved ratings, NBC Sports 
has been widely praised for its coverage of the Premier League, while Fox Sports and 
ESPN have been criticized for neglecting coverage, in favour of other major U.S. 

sports they also cover, 2l2zz81291 


Asia[edit] 


The Premier League is particularly popular in Asia, where it is the most widely 
distributed sports programme. In India, the matches are broadcast live on Star Sports. 
Premier League broadcasts began in India in August 1996. Liverpool's 2-0 victory over 
Arsenal was the first Monday night game broadcast.24 In China, data from 2003 
suggested that matches were attracting television audiences between 100 million and 
360 million, more than any other foreign sport. In 2012, Chinese rights were awarded 
to Super Sports in a six-year agreement that began in the 2013/14 season. Due to its 
popularity in Asia, the league has held four pre-season tournaments there, the only 
Premier League affiliated tournaments ever to have been held outside England. 

B4 The Premier League Asia Trophy has been played in Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong 
and China and involves three Premier League clubs playing against a prominent team 
from the host nation, often the national side.5*! 


Other| edit] 


In Canada, Sportsnet owned the Premier League rights for three years from the 2010-11 
season. Select games (particularly those aired by ESPN) were sub-licensed to TSN. 

ea Starting in the 2013-14 season, the matches are divided between Sportsnet and TSN: 
some of TSN's broadcasts utilize the NBC Sports feed rather than the primary world 
feed. Sportsnet holds rights to the FA Cup, although all but the finals are televised on its 
subscription service Sportsnet World. 


In Australia, Optus broadcasts all of the season's 380 matches live, on-demand replays 
and highlights, through monthly subscription. As of 2019/2020 season there will no 
longer be a FTA broadcaster.24 


Figures from UK tourism body VisitBritain suggest that 750,000 visitors to Britain 
attended a Premier League match in 2010, spending a total £595 million and an 
average of £766. Visitors from Norway are most likely to come to watch Premier League 
football, with one in 13 Norwegian tourists travelling specifically to attend matches. 
Second on the list is the United Arab Emirates. For those visiting family and friends, the 
most likely to watch a football match are from Japan, China and Australia. 2% 


Kick-off times[edit] 
Premier League(edit] 


Each weekend as many as six Premier League matches will be moved to be shown 

on Sky Sports or BT Sport. The main kick-off times for TV matches are 12:30pm and 
5:30pm on Saturdays, 2:00pm and 4:30pm on Sundays, and 8pm on Mondays. For up to 
10 matches each season, there is also a Friday night 8pm TV slot. Other matches may 
also be moved to Sunday, usually because one of the teams involved played in a UEFA 
Europa League fixture the preceding Thursday. This can sometimes result in 12pm, 
2:15pm and 4:30pm Sunday kick-offs, with the 12:00 game sometimes being broadcast 
on BT Sport. The 2:15pm game will sometimes kick off at 2:05pm. 


Sky Sports will almost always show a Saturday 12:30pm as well as a Sunday 4:30pm 
game live, typically following a Sunday 2pm kick off as part of a Super Sunday double- 
bill. Two matches per midweek round will also be picked for live broadcast by BT Sport 
on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at either 7:45pm or 8pm. 


BT Sport typically broadcast live Premier League games at 5:30pm on Saturdays. 


Each broadcaster is subjected to restrictions on the number of times they can show 
each team live per season to ensure fair distribution of TV revenue. Similarly, each team 
must appear at least once in each TV slot. 


Football Leaguereadit] 


All televised Football League games are broadcast on SkySports, with 2 games (usually 
Championship) per weekend broadcast at 7:45pm on a Friday and 5:30pm on a 
Saturday. Other games may be additionally scheduled at different times. 


3pm "Blackout" [edit] 


In the 1960s, Burnley F.C. chairman Bob Lord successfully convinced fellow Football 
League chairmen that televised matches on a Saturday afternoon would have a 
negative effect on the attendances of other football league games that were not being 
televised and as a result reduce their financial income. 


As a result, the FA, Premier League and Football League do not permit English matches 
to be televised live between 2:45pm and 5:15pm on a Saturday within the United 
Kingdom. Until recently, the FA Cup Final was an exception and was broadcast at 3pm 
on a Saturday in May; however, in 2012, the FA Cup Final was moved to 5pm. 


Foreign matches shown in the United Kingdom are also affected by the blackout; Eleven 
Sports do not broadcast the first 15 minutes of Italian Serie A matches which kick off at 
5pm UK time. 


In February 2011, Advocate General Kokott of the European Court of Justice opined that 
the "closed periods" did not encourage match attendance at other league games. 


It is, in fact, doubtful whether closed periods are capable of encouraging attendance at matches and 
participation in matches. Both activities have a completely different quality to the following of a live 
transmission on television. It has not been adequately shown to the Court that the closed periods 
actually encourage attendance at and participation in matches. Indeed, there is evidence to refute this 
claim: for example, in an investigation of the closed periods under competition law the Commission 
found that only 10 of 22 associations had actually adopted a closed period. No closed periods were 
adopted in France, Germany, Italy and Spain, or in Northern Ireland, that is to say, within the sphere of 
influence of English football. 


Advocate General Kokott of the European Court of Justice?! 


To avoid this blackout, the last day of the Premier League, when all ten games must 
kick off simultaneously, is always played on a Sunday. The final round of fixtures each of 
the Football Leagues are also scheduled away from 3pm on a Saturday in order to 
broadcast one or more games live. 


Live radio broadcasts are permitted, both nationally and locally; these may be simulcast 
on the internet, depending on the broadcaster. Viewers outside the UK can still watch 
these games live on foreign broadcasters, thus creating somewhat of a grey 

market within the UK with viewers able to subscribe to or watch streams of foreign 
channels. 


The Premier League and Sky maintain that, while grey market viewing of games is not 
illegal on the part of the viewer, it is illegal for anyone (such as a public house) to make 
Such services openly available. This has in the past led to heavy fines for public houses 
in the United Kingdom which have shown 3pm games in their establishments. More 
recently, the legality of such fines has been disputed, and a number of Crown Court 
cases have been reported in which publicans successfully challenged the Premier 
League's position.“ 


In recent years, Sky Sports have shown a 3pm game in full, on tape delay via 
their Game of the Day show, with extended highlights of the other 3pm games shown 
after, on Match Choice. 
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A British sitcom or a Britcom is a situation comedy programme produced for British 
television. Although styles of sitcom have changed over the years they tend to be based 
on a family, workplace or other institution, where the same group of contrasting 
characters is brought together in each episode. British sitcoms are typically produced in 
one or more series of six episodes. Most such series are conceived and developed by 
one or two writers. 


The majority of British sitcoms are 30 minutes long and are recorded on studio sets in 
a multiple-camera setup. A subset of British comedy consciously avoids traditional 


situation comedy themes and storylines to branch out into more unusual topics or 
narrative methods. Blackadder (1983-1989) and Yes Minister (1980-1988, 2013) moved 
what is often a domestic or workplace genre into the corridors of power. A later 
development was the mockumentary in such series as The Office (2001-2003). 


History[edit] 
Early yearsiedit] 


The first British television sitcom was Pinwright's Progress, broadcast by the BBC from 
1946 to 1947, but the form did not take off until the transfer of Hancock's Half 

Hour from BBC radio in 1956.2 Hancock biographer John Fisher dates the first use of the 
term 'situation comedy' in British broadcasting to a BBC memo dated 31 March 1953 
written by producer Peter Eton, suggesting the format as the ideal vehicle for Hancock's 
comedic style. "Hancock's persona of the pompous loser out of his depth in an 
uncomprehending society still informs many programmes today", according to Phil 
Wickham.“ Some of the scripts written for Hancock by Ray Galton and Alan 

Simpson almost repudiated a narrative structure altogether and attempted to reproduce 
an everyday environment with the intention of also reproducing its comedy. ITV's most 
successful sitcom of this period was probably The Army Game (1957-1961), featuring 
some of the comedians who would soon appear in the Carry On film series. 


In the 1960s the BBC produced the earliest of Richard Waring's domestic 

comedies, Marriage Lines (1961-1966), with Richard Briers and Prunella Scales and a 
then-rare workplace comedy with The Rag Trade (1961-1963, 1977-1978). Two long- 
running series began around this time, Steptoe and Son (1962-1965, 1970-1974) 

and Till Death Us Do Part (1965-1968, 1972-1975), the latter criticised by Clean-Up TV 
campaigner Mary Whitehouse for its bad language.4 With Steptoe (and The Likely Lads, 
1964-1966) producers began to cast straight actors, rather than comedians, around 
whom earlier series like Whack-O! (1956-1960, 1971-1972), with Jimmy Edwards, or 
those featuring Hancock, had been built. 


A gentle mockery of Britain's 'finest hour' occurred with the home guard comedy Dad's 
Army (1968-1977) and the church with A// Gas and Gaiters®! (1966-1971). Women 
generally had very secondary roles at this time, though various series with Wendy 
Craig in the leading role and those developed by scriptwriter Carla Lane, the first 
successful female writer in the form,22 were challenges to this situation. Lane's career 
initially began in collaboration with other writers on The Liver Birds (1969-1979, 1996). 


The 19705ieait] 


The 1970s is often regarded as the golden era of British sitcom. Well-remembered 
series include John Cleese and Connie Booth's farcical Fawlty Towers (1975, 1979), John 
Esmonde and Bob Larbey's self-sufficiency comedy The Good Life (1975-78). Whatever 
Happened to the Likely Lads? (1973-74), a sequel to the earlier show, surpassed the 
original, while the same writers (Dick Clement and lan La Frenais) provided Ronnie 
Barker with his most successful sitcom vehicle, Porridge (1974-77). Barker also starred 
(along with David Jason) in the very popular Open A// Hours (1973, 1976-85), written 

by Roy Clarke. Clarke's long-running Last of the Summer Wine began in 1973 and ended 
in 2010, becoming the world's longest running sitcom. 


The commercial station ITV had popular successes with Rising Damp (1974-78, 
sometimes called the best of all ITV sitcoms),“ Man About the House (1973-76) 


and George and Mildred (1976-79). Rising Damp's star, Leonard Rossiter, also played 
the lead role in the BBC's highly popular The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin (1976-79). 
The decline in cinema attendance in this period meant that many of these series were 
turned into cinema films;22 the first film version of On the Buses (1969-73) was the 
biggest hit at the British box office in 1971.93 According to Jeff Evans, On the Buses is a 
"cheerfully vulgar comedy" in which "leering and innuendo dominate.":4 Some of the 
network's other ratings successes from this era are now 'politically incorrect' too. Series 
such as Love Thy Neighbour (1972-76)?3 and Mind Your Language (1977-79, 1986), 

ua which attempted to find humour in racial or ethnic conflict and misunderstandings, 
were increasingly criticised over time.22 


Increasing relaxation in regard to the discussion of sex meant farce became a familiar 
form in the 1970s used in series like Up Pompeii! (1969-70, 1975, 1991),"81 and Are You 
Being Served? (1972, 1973-85).23 


The 1980sS(edit] 


In the 1980s the emerging alternative comedians began to encroach on British sitcoms, 
partly as a response to such series as Terry and June (1979-87) being perceived as 
containing "complacent gentility, outmoded social attitudes and bourgeois sensibilities". 
201 The alternatives incursion began with The Young Ones (1982-84), written by Rik_ 
Mayall, Ben Elton and others, and continued with B/ackadder (1983-89). Mayall was also 
the star of The New Statesman (1987-92), a series created by Maurice 

Gran and Laurence Marks, whose biggest success, Birds of a Feather (1989-98, 2014-), 
also deviated from British practice in being scripted by a team of writers. 


Only Fools and Horses, one of the most successful of all British sitcoms, began in 1981 
and was the most durable of several series written and created by John Sullivan. Other 
hits included the political satire Yes Minister (1980-84) and its sequel Yes, Prime 
Minister (1986-88), Esmonde and Larbey's suburban sitcom Ever Decreasing 

Circles (1984-89) and the sci-fi-cComedy Red Dwarf (1988-). Other shows such as “Allo 
‘Allo! (1984-92) were reminiscent of 1970s sitcoms such as Are You Being 

Served? and Dad's Army?" unsurprising in light of the fact that all three involved the 
writer/producer David Croft and two were co-written by Jeremy Lloyd. Also worth 
mentioning is the short lived Roman Britain sitcom Chelmsford 123 (1988-1990) which 
has fallen into relative obscurity. 


The 1990s(edit] 


The new Channel 4 began to have successful long-running situation 

comedies. Desmond's (1989-94) was the first British sitcom with a black cast set in the 
workplace, and Drop the Dead Donkey (1990-98) brought topicality to the form as it 
was recorded close to transmission. 


Some of the biggest hits of the 1990s were Father Ted, Men Behaving Badly, Game 

On, Absolutely Fabulous, I'm Alan Partridge, Keeping Up Appearances, Goodnight 
Sweetheart, Bottom, The Brittas Empire, The Thin Blue Line, Mr. Bean, The Vicar of 
Dibley and One Foot in the Grave. (BBC Worldwide confirmed in February 2016 

that Keeping Up Appearances is the corporation's most exported television programme, 
being sold nearly 1,000 times to overseas broadcasters.) 


A final David Croft sitcom, Oh, Doctor Beeching aired from 1995 until 1997. 


Since 2000 (edit) 


Around the Millennium period and onward into the 2000s examples of 

the hyperreal approach pioneered by Galton and Simpson in some of their Hancock 
scripts, and /'m Alan Partridge, appeared in sitcoms like The Royle Family, The 
Office, Early Doors, and Gavin & Stacey, as well as many British dramedies. 


The BBC has also begun using their digital channels BBC Three and BBC Four to build a 
following for off-beat series like The Thick of It. Channel 4 has had recent successes 
with Spaced, Phoenix Nights, Black Books, Green Wing, Peep Show and The 
Inbetweeners. 


The conventional sitcom has declined in importance in the schedules over time (in many 
cases superseded by the mixture of comedy and drama in dramedy series such as Doc. 
Martin and Hamish Macbeth) although the form is not extinct. Some popular sitcoms in 
the UK during the last ten years include Outnumbered, Two Pints of Lager and a Packet 
of Crisps, which ended its ninth series in 2011; and The /T Crowd (2006-2013). 


At the BBC, the late 2000s and early 2010s saw a major resurgence in traditional-style 
sitcoms filmed in front of a studio audience and featuring a laughter track, such as Not 
Going Out, Miranda, Reggie Perrin (a remake of the 1970s series The Fall and Rise of 
Reginald Perrin), Big Top, Mrs Brown's Boys and /n with the Flynns. 


ITV also revisited sitcoms upon their rebranding in 2013. Birds of a Feather returned 
with another series over a decade after its conclusion and received critical acclaim. 
Focus on sitcoms has since been redirected to a channel that is part of the ITV network 
- ITV2, which frequently airs American sitcoms alongside those developed in the United 
Kingdom. 


British sitcoms overseas[edit] 
United Statesieait] 


British sitcoms are often seen on the Public Broadcasting Service, usually thanks to the 
effort of WGBH and increasingly on cable television, including BBC America and Comedy 
Central. Are You Being Served?, Keeping up Appearances and As Time Goes By became 
sleeper hits when they aired on the Public Broadcasting Service, while Absolutely 
Fabulous enjoyed a significant following when it aired on Comedy Central and The 
Office won a Golden Globe award in 2004 for "Best Television Series—Musical or 
Comedy", beating popular American favourites such as HBO's Sex and the 

City and NBC's Wil! & Grace. Most PBS stations affectionately refer to British sitcoms as 
"Britcoms". 


Several British sitcoms have been successfully remade for the American market. 
Notable examples include Steptoe and Son which became Sanford and Son, Till Death 
Us Do Part, which became A// in the Family on CBS and The Office which was remade 
into an American series of the same name. Three's Company, a remake of Man About 
the House, spawned identical spinoffs: The Ropers (George and Mildred) and Three's a 
Crowd (Robin's Nest). More recently, shows such as The /nbetweeners have been 
adapted, as well as Misfits and The Thick of It as Veep. A large number of US 
adaptations end up being cancelled early or are not commissioned after their pilots are 
created. Another notable difference, which has been both positive and negative 
depending upon the skill of the cast and writers, is the American media culture of 20+ 
episode seasons as opposed to the British which usually has fewer than 10 episodes per 
series. 


Australia and New Zealand (edit! 


In Australia, many British comedy series are aired on the ABC, which is the Australian 
equivalent of the BBC. British shows are also sometimes shown on the three 

commercial television networks in Australia; in particular Network Seven screened many 
popular UK sitcoms during the 1970s. In New Zealand, state-run Television New 
Zealand also broadcast many popular British series. The majority of British comedies 
now air in both countries on the subscription channels The Comedy Channel and UKTV. 


Australian commercial television channels made their own versions of popular British 
comedies during the 1970s often using members of the original casts. These 

included: Are You Being Served?, Father, Dear Father, Doctor Down Under, Love Thy 
Neighbour. In both countries, locally written and made sitcoms have historically often 
been heavily influenced by the structure of British sitcoms (such as in the New Zealand 
sitcom Gliding On). 


Indiaieait] 


In the 1980s, India's national stations Doordarshan showed Fawlty Towers, Yes, 
Minister and Mind Your Language. 


See also[edit] 


e British comedy 

e British humour 

e Great Britain 

e List of BBC sitcoms 

e List of American television series based on British television series 
e Lists of comedies 

e List of films based on British sitcoms 
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Light entertainment encompasses a broad range of television and radio programming 
that includes comedies, variety shows, game shows, quiz shows and the like. 


In Great Britain[edit] 


In the early days of the BBC virtually all broadcast entertainment would be considered 
light by today's standards, as great pains were taken not to offend audiences—which is 
not to say that they always succeeded in this. 


Singers, magicians and comedians were drafted from the music hall circuit to fill the 
schedules. Stage acts were transferred directly to screen and in the case of productions 
such as Sunday Night at the London Palladium the broadcasts actually came from large 
theatres. Many future household names, including The Beatles, were given their first 
public airings during these programmes, which attempted to cater for varying tastes 
through staging variety acts. Bruce Forsyth was one of several hosts for the show and 
went on himself to present the studio-based Generation Game which remains a 
landmark in the light entertainment genre. 7he Generation Game revolved around the 
now-common television standby of getting members of the public to provide the 
entertainment themselves by doing silly things for prizes. The show's format was 
somewhere between the old variety programmes and the increasingly ubiquitous quiz 
shows and it and its descendants still appear in the television schedules. 


The 1970s continued the move away from the music hall format to studio-based shows. 
Staged concert acts lived on through television magicians such as Paul 

Daniels and Royal Variety Performances. The Comedians was another programme which 
looked back at the live entertainment of the music halls and was also a prototype of 
many later stand-up comedy series. It employed a number of comics from the working 
men's club circuit to do their routines on camera. 


In the 1980s the budgets available for light entertainment increased, and shows had 
dazzling sets and expensive prizes. With the simultaneous ascendancy of alternative 
comedy, however, the popularity of light entertainment shows started to decline among 
audiences. An example of this phenomenon is found in the name of a lesser-known 
panel show Bring Me the Head of Light Entertainment (which is also a pun on a 
broadcasting job description). Part of the complaint was that light entertainment sought 
to amuse, yet younger audiences found the attempts at humour weak and watery. 


In spite of critical reaction, light entertainment continues to be popular, perhaps 
because it provokes no awkward questions when the viewing is shared by different 
generations of the same family. Current light entertainment stars include Ant & Dec. 
They have in the past included the late Bruce Forsyth and Cilla Black. 


Canada[edit] 


This section needs 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (May 2013) 
During the 1970s, CBC Television introduced Sunday at Nine, a time slot where 


"dramas [such as Corwin] alternate with light entertainment [such as The Hart and 
Lorne Terrific Hour] and special documentaries." 


See also[edit] 


e Show business 
e Cultural industry 


e Creative industries 
e Cambridge University Light Entertainment Society 
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This is a list of British game shows. A game show is a type of radio, television, or 
internet programming genre in which contestants, television personalities or celebrities, 
sometimes as part of a team, play a game which involves answering questions or 
solving puzzles usually for money and/or prizes. 


Activity-oriented[edit] 


e The Adventure Game 
e Ben 10: Ultimate Challenge 
e Cannonball 

e Can't Touch This 

e Copycats 

e The Crystal Maze" 

e The Desert Forges 

e Distraction 

e Don't Scare the Hare 
e Fear Factor 

e Fort Boyard 


e Fort Boyard: Ultimate Challenge 
e Friends Like These 


e Gladiators 


e Go for It 

e The Great Egg Race 
e /n fora Penny 

e Incredible Games 

e Interceptor 

e [ron Chef UK 

e = It's a Knockout 

e Jungle Run 

e Knightmare 

e Ninja Warrior UK 

e Pets Win Prizes 

e Raven 

e Remotely Funny 

e Scrapheap Challenge 
e Taskmaster 

e Total Wipeout 

e Treasure Hunt 

e Y Siambr 


Datingledit] 


e Blind Date 

e ElimiDate 

e Love on a Saturday Night 
e Man O Man 

e Naked Attraction 
e Senseless 

e Singled Out 

e Streetmate 

e First Dates 

e Take Me Out 

e The Love Machine 


Panel games[edit] 


In these, celebrities compete, usually in two teams. 


e 8 Out of 10 Cats 

e 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
e Absolute Cobblers 

e Act Your Age (radio) 

e A League of Their Own 

e Alexander Armstrong's Big Ask 
e All About Two 

e And Then You Die 

e Argumental 

e As Seen on TV 

e Ask Rhod Gilbert 


Bognor or Bust 

The Book Quiz 

The Brain Drain 

The Brains Trust 

Call My Bluff 

Celebrity Juice 

Cluedo 

Dara O Briain's Go 8 Bit 

The Dog Ate My Homework 
Don't Ask Me Ask Britain 

Face the Music 

The Fake News Show 

Fake Reaction 

Harry Hill's Alien Fun Capsule 
Have I Got News for You 
Hypothetical 

If | Ruled the World 

I'm Sorry | Haven't a Clue (radio) 
Insert Name Here 

It's Only TV...but I Like It 

l've Got a Secret 

Just a Minute (a regular BBC Radio 4 panel game, it appeared on TV briefly) 
Mock the Week 

My Music 

The Name's the Same 

Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

The News Quiz (Radio 4's predecessor to Have I Got News For You) 
Odd One In 

Play to the Whistle 


Pop Quiz 
QI 


A Question of Sport 
Quote... Unquote 
Shooting Stars 
Taskmaster 

Tell the Truth 

That's Showbusiness 
The Imitation Game 
There's Something About Movies 
They Think It's All Over 
Through the Keyhole 
Totally Top Trumps 
Twenty Questions 
Virtually Famous 

Was It Something I Said? 
What the Dickens 

What's My Line? 
Whodunnit? 


e Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
e Win, Lose or Draw 
e Would I Lie to You? 


Puzzle-oriented/[ edit] 


e 6 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
e All Clued Up 

e Beat the Brain 

e Brainbox Challenge 
e BrainTeaser 

e Catchphrase 
Catchword 

Chain Letters 
Connections 
Countdown 
Definition 

First Letter First 
Incognito 

Lingo 

Lucky Ladders 
Memory Bank 

Only Connect 
That's the Question 
TV Scrabble 

Wheel of Fortune 


Wordplay 
Quiz[edit] 


1 vs. 100 

100% 

1000 Heartbeats 

1001 Things You Should Know 
The 21st Question 

500 Questions 

5-Star Family Reunion 

e The £64,000 Question 

e Al Murray's Great British Pub Quiz 
e Alphabetical 

Are You Smarter than a 10 Year Old? 
Ask the Family 

Babushka” 

The Bank Job 

Battle of the Brains 

Benchmark 

Blockbusters 


Brain of Britain 

Break the Safe 

Britain's Brightest Family 
Breakaway 

Cash Cab 

Cash Trapped 

The Chair 

The Chase 

Chase the Case 

Chris Moyles' Quiz Night 
Cleverdicks 

The Code 

The Common Denominator 
Criss Cross Quiz 
Debatable 

Decimate 

Dirty Money 

Divided 

Don't Blow the Inheritance 
Don't Forget the Lyrics! 
Duel 

The Edge 

Eggheads 

Ejector Seat 

The Exit List 

Face the Clock 

Fifteen to One 

Five Minutes to a Fortune 
Freeze Out 

The Fuse 

Gift Wrapped 

Going for Gold 

The Great Pretender 
Greed 

The Guess List 

Head Hunters 

The Hit List 

Hive Minds 

Holding Out for a Hero 
Horrible Histories: Gory Games 
In It to Win It 

Impossible 

It's Not What You Know 
Jeopardy! 

The Kids Are All Right 
knowitalls 

The Link 

Mastermind 


Masterteam 

The Million Pound Drop 
The Mint 

One Hundred and Eighty 
Only Connect 

The People Versus 
Perfection 

Playing for Time 
Pointless 

PokerFace 

Postcode Challenge 
Pressure Pad 

A Question of Genius 
Quizmania 

Rebound 

Richard Osman's House of Games 
Round Britain Quiz 
School's Out 

Screen Test 

Secret Fortune 

Sell Me the Answer 
Shafted 

Show Me the Telly 
Spin Star 

Stake Out 
Starstrider 

SUDO-Q 

The Switch 

Take It or Leave It 
Take On the Twisters 
Telly Addicts 

Tenable 

Think Tank 

Tipping Point 
Today's the Day 

Top Class? 

Top of the Form 
Twenty-One 

Two Tribes 
University Challenge 
The Vault 

The Waiting Game 
The Wall 

The Wave 

The Weakest Link 
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
Winning Lines 

XYZ 


Reality television[edit] 


The Apprentice 

Baby Ballroom: The Championship 
Back to Reality 

Big Brother 

The Biggest Loser 

e Britain's Got Talent 

e Britain's Next Top Model 

e Cirque de Celebrité 

e Dance Dance Dance 
Dancing on Ice 

Fame Academy 

The Games 

Got to Dance 

Hell's Kitchen 

Hunted 

I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here! 
I'm Famous and Frightened! 
Just the Two of Us 

Let It Shine 

Love Island 

The Marriage Ref 
MasterChef 

The Mole 

Must Be the Music 

Pop Idol 

Popstar to Operastar 
Popstars (see also: Popstars: The Rivals) 
Project Catwalk 
Shipwrecked 

So You Think You Can Dance 
Soapstar Superstar 

Splash! 

Strictly Come Dancing 
Survivor 

The Taste 

Tumble 

The Voice UK 

The Voice Kids 

The X Factor 

Young Apprentice 

Your Face Sounds Familiar 


Other shows[edit] 


e 101 Ways to Leave a Gameshow 


19 Keys 
3-2-1 

4 Square 
50/50 

5 Gold Rings 
Airmageddon 


Bang on the Money 
Beat the Clock 


Beat the Crusher 
Beat the Star 

Beat the Teacher 
The Better Sex 

Big Break 

The Big Spell 

Big Star's Little Star 


Blankety Blank 
Bob's Full House 


Britain's Best Brain 
Britain's Brightest 
Bullseye 

Celebrity Squares 
Cheggers Plays Pop 
Child's Play 

The Colour of Money 
Concentration 
Crackerjack 
Crosswits 

The Cube 

Deal or No Deal 
Defectors 

Dirty Rotten Cheater 
Distraction 

Do You Trust Your Wife? 
Dog Eat Dog 

Dotto 

Double Your Money 
Drive 

Eliminator 

Every Second Counts 
Everybody's Equal 
Family Fortunes 

Fast Friends 

For Love or Money 
For the Rest of Your Life 
For What It's Worth 
Friends Like These 
Full Swing 

Gambit 


Gameshow Marathon 
The Generation Game 
The Getaway Car 
Get Set Go 

Give Us a Clue 
Golden Balls 

The Golden Shot 
High Stakes 

Hitman 

Hole in the Wall 
Identity 

In the Grid 

The Indoor League 
Keep It in the Family 
Keynotes 

The Krypton Factor 
Masterpiece 


May the Best House Win 
The Movie Game 


Mr. & Mrs. 

Name That Tune 
Newlyweds 

Nothing But the Truth 
Now You See It 
Numberwang 

Odd One Out 
Opportunity Knocks 
Password 

People are Funny 
Pick Me! 

Play Your Cards Right 
Play Your Hunch 
Press Your Luck 

The Price Is Right 
Prize Island 

Prized Apart 
Punchlines 
Push the Button 

The Pyramid Game 
The Question Jury 
Raise the Roof 

Rank the Prank 

Red or Black? 

Reflex 

Relic: Guardians of the Museum 
Robot Wars 
Runaround 


Runway 


e Sale of the Century 
e School of Silence 

e The Sky's the Limit 
e Small Talk 


e Split Second 
e Spot the Tune 


e Strike It Lucky 

e Supermarket Sweep 

e Take a Letter 

e Take the Plunge 

e Take Your Pick! 

e Takeover Bid 

e = Talk About 

e That Puppet Game Show 
e Time Commanders 

e Timekeepers 

e Turnabout 

e Two for the Money 

e Ultimate Brain 

e We've Got Your Number 
e Who Dares Wins 

e The Who, What, or Where Game 
e The Whole 19 Yards 

e Win Beadle's Money 

e = Win Your Wish List 

e = Winner Takes All 

e Winning Lines 


e Wipeout 
e You Bet! 


e You're Back in the Room 
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This is a list of the longest-running television series in the United Kingdom by 
genre. 


Running[edit] 


Length 
(years) 


1937-1938, 1946- 
present 


Outside broadcast | Lord Mayor's Show 


Religious Series Songs of Praise 1961-present 


uem, Ms 
Eurovision: You 1957, 1959-2010, 
Decide 2016-present 
Sport Match of the Day 


de : Dechrau Canu 
Religious Series EE Cannon 1961-present 


Title Length 
(years) 
A Question of Sport 1968-present 


POE omes 
present 
oni University 1962-1987; 1994- 
Children's news 1972-present 


Soap opera Pobol Y Cwm®! 
Antiques Roadshow 1977, 1979-present 


mes pene 
show 


1977-2001, 2002- 
present 


News show Newsnight 1980-present 


Automotive series Top Gear 


Length 
(years) 
Charity Show Children in Need 1980-present 
Art show Ihe South Bank 1978-2010, 2012- Be 
Show present 


programme 
Children's show Thomas & Friends 1984-present 
1985-present (+1980- 
Consumer show Watchdog 1984 within other 34 
shows) 
nu memos 
present 


(years) 


News magazine Countryfile 1988-present 
Daytime TV This Morning 1988-present 
Sky News Sunrise 1989-present 


You've Been 
Framed 1990-present 


Have I Got News 1990-present 
for You 
Archive music 
Top of the Pops 2 1994-present 
show 
The National 
Surprise Surprise DEAD 
present 


ae ae 
present 
Soap Opera Hollyoaks 1995-present 


Length 
(years) 


Silent Witness 1996-present 
Detective series Midsomer Murders 1997-present 
Medical Drama Holby City 1999-present 


xc present 
— 


BBC News at Ten 2000-present 
Preschool series 2004-present 


Antiques Show See Real 2006-present 


Ended/edit] 


Length 


Antiques Show Bargain Hunt 2000-present 


eee omen The Film Show ™ 1971-2018 
review 
Talent show Come Dancing Be 2 Tie leti teg] met 
RIDES a competition until 
1953) 


What the Papers Say 


2007 


Travel : 
documentary Holiday 1969-2007 
Children's show The Sooty Show 1955-1992 


Sitcom Last of the Summer 1973-2010 
Wine 

Game Show The Generation Game 1971-2007 

Current affairs World in Action 1963-1998 


EA 
EX 
= 
cds Tomorrow's World 


Length 
1965-1988, 1994, 


News 


Children's : 
Araya cance Grange Hill 1978-2008 
: 1966-1988, 1990-1994, 


Detective Poirot 1989-2013 
Drama 


Children's show Play School 1964-1988 


Play Your Cards Right 1980-2003 
Sitcom Only Fools and Horses 1981-2003 
Children's show ChuckleVision 1987-2009 


Detective 


Length 


basiri A Touch of Frost 1992-2010 
Drama Jaa 
The Krypton Factor 1977-1995 


Reality : : f 
eon Big Brother 2000-2010; 2011-2018 
Dating game l 
E Blind Date 1985-2003 
show 


Children's show 1990-2006 
Current affairs Daily Politics? 
Drama London's Burning 
Rumpole of the Bailey 


The Vicar of Dibley 1994-2007 
Detective Inspector Morse 1987-2000 
Drama 
Detective : 
rane Foyle's War 2002-2015 


Comedy-drama All Creatures Great 1978-1990 
and Small 
Comedy-drama New Tricks 2003-2015 


nce Get Your Own Back 


Length 
Children's Brum 1991-2002 
Show 
Discussion After Dark 1987-1997; 2003 
series 


Callies Children's Ward 1989-2000 
drama series 
Harry Hill's TV Burp 2001-2012 


Sitcom My Family 
Children's show Mike and Angelo 
One Foot in the Grave 


up Rosie & Jim 1990-2000 
Show 
Two Pints of Lager and 2001-2011 


Length 
(years) 


EN 


Detective The Adventures of 
Drama Sherlock Holmes BEER, 


Family Drama Where the Heart Is 1997-2006 


Black comedy Shameless 2004-2013 


Cinese Horrid Henry 2006-2015 
Show 


See also[edit] 


Drama Waterloo Road 2006-2015 EN 


e List of longest-running United States television series 

e List of longest-running U.S. cable television series 

e List of longest-running U.S. primetime television series 

e List of longest-running U.S. first-run syndicated television series 
e List of longest-running U.S. broadcast network television series 
e List of longest-running Australian television series 

e List of longest-running Indian television series 

e List of longest-running Philippine television series 

e List of longest-running Spanish television series 

e List of television series canceled after one episode 
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for 


by 


Awarded Achievements in reduction of carbon 


Location London 


Country United Kingdom 


Presented BAFTA 


Website wearealbert.org 


albert 
sustainable 
production 
certification 


emissions 


albert sustainable production certification (also known as albert+) is a 
certification for a television production's efforts to reduce its carbon footprint.42 As a 
result, they can display the albert sustainable production logo at the end of their 
credits ma 


In 2010, the BBC created a carbon footprint calculator for TV programmes, called albert. 
The impact of productions on the environment was recorded but the findings could not 
help to reduce the impact. Therefore, albert+ was created by the BAFTA albert 
Consortium, the industry sustainability group, as a way to encourage productions to 
divert waste from landfill, engage senior leaders and address energy efficiency. 


Productions with this certification[edit] 


Productions that meet a criteria for sustainability are awarded one, two or three stars. 


EastEnders .— 


Three starsieait] 


S is er £ 


Orama Prodücuon — 
1 f Leadon 


An example of Albert + accreditation on the end credits of EastEnders (9 May 2016). 


Year Production! 
2017 Emmerdale 
2017 The Big Spell 
uL. Red Dwarf (series 11 & 12) 
2016 Power Monkeys 


2016 Trollied (series 6) 


Production! 


Loose Women (series 20)3 


Pointless 


Have | Got News for You 


A Midsummer Night's Dream 


Inside No. 9 (series 3) 


Let's Go Club 


Upstart Crow (series 1) 


Yonderland (series 3) 


EastEnders®! 


Rovers 


Andy's Prehistoric Adventures 


Blue Peter (series 58) 


Downton Abbey (series 6) 


Production! 


The Graham Norton Show (series 
17) 


The Interceptor 


Casualty 


Trollied (series 4) 


Coronation Street 


Two starsieait] 


Production" 
Hollyoaks 
Good Morning Britain 


2016 Zapped (series 1) 


Monkeys: An Amazing Animal 
2016 : 

Family 
2016 The South Bank Show 


Production: 


Bird of a Feather 


The Voice (series 5) 


Grantchester (series 2) 


Agatha Raisin (series 1) 


Stan Lee's Lucky Man (series 
one) 


The Tunnel (series 2) 


Boomers (series 2) 


Cuffs (series 1) 


The Apprentice (series 11) 


The Naked Choir 


TT Races 


Still Open All Hours 


A League of Their Own (series 9) 


Production“ 
WIA (series 2) 

A Long Long Crime Ago 
Desi Rascals 

Premier League World 
Meno 
Gigglebiz (series 4) 


2015 Love /t Or List It (series 1) 
T Children's Presentation 


Spring/Autumn/Winterwatch 
CBBC Live (Gateshead) 
MasterChef (series 10) 
Invictus Games 


Production: 


Production! 


Henry IX 


Young, Free and Single: Live (series 1) 


Educating Cardiff 


You, Me and the Apocalypse 


All Over the Place - Europe 


Siblings (series 2) 


Swashbuckle 


4 O'Clock Club 


BBC Music Awards 


yea Production 


Midnight Mass + Come Join the 
Celebration 
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The Audience Appreciation Index (Al) is a score out of 100 which is used as an 
indicator of the public's appreciation for a television or radio programme, or broadcast 
service, in the United Kingdom. 


Until 2002, the AI of a programme was calculated by the Broadcasters' Audience 
Research Board (BARB), the organisation that compiles television ratings for the major 
broadcasters and advertisers in the UK. Currently the Al is produced as part of an online 
Television Appreciation Survey, on behalf of the BBC Audience Research Unit,™ by GfK 
NOP, 231 


As the individual ratings that produce the Al of a programme are recorded online the 
day after broadcast, the resulting score is usually available two days after broadcast, 
though these scores are not generally made public by the BBC.™"! The Al is considered 
especially useful for assessing the level of appreciation by viewers for programmes 
made for small or specialist audiences. If a television programme has performed only 
passably in the ratings, yet achieves a high Al, it can help to determine whether the 
programme should be recommissioned.“ 


On average, programmes aired on the BBC's four main television channels (BBC 

One, BBC Two, BBC Three and BBC Four) for the period April-June 2013 received an AI 
rating of 82.3 and radio programmes received an Al rating of 79.9.1 The average Al for 
a drama programme on UK television channels BBC One and ITV1 was reported, in 
2009, to be 84."! Programmes with specialist appeal will often score higher ratings. 
Internal guidance to BBC production staff is that an AI of 85 or over is to be considered 
excellent, *! over 90 is exceptional, 60 or less is poor, and less than 55 is very poor. 
Sometimes a programme will not garner an Al, as the response for that programme may 
have been too small. tras neee Nor is the Al a conclusive measure; while it is valuable for 
comparisons within a particular programme category, comparisons between the Als of 
different programme types (e.g. dramas with quiz shows) carry no weight. 


Al scores in the 90s are less common, though this is less the case for niche, targeted 
programming that attracts a limited number of viewers, such US imports on smaller 
channels (such as Sky1), or for specialist programmes, or some very popular dramas.“ 
na The highest recorded score until the end of 2009 was 97 for a US import on Sky1. 
twhich Scores lower than 30 are very rare, though some party political broadcasts have 
received Al scores in the 20s. One criticism of the more general value of Al scores is 
that audiences tend to watch those shows they like, or expect to like, and so will tend to 
score them well. 


History[edit] 


In 1936, the BBC began conducting surveys of its radio and television audiences. The 
intention was not to count the number of listeners or viewers, but to gauge opinion on 
the programmes themselves. The BBC used volunteers, who kept diaries of their 
listening and viewing habits, submitting them to the corporation periodically. From 
these, the first Appreciation Indexes were calculated and privately made known to the 
programme-makers.24 


A flaw in the method became apparent when programmes with low audience numbers 
were left with a small, yet loyal, core of fans. These would give the programme an 
inflated Al. When commercial television launched in Britain in 1955, advertisers were 
less concerned about attitudes to programmes than they were about viewing figures, 
and this marked the start of the frequent measurement of audience totals.24 With the 
establishment of commercial television, individual broadcasters began to gather their 
own ratings data, as well as viewer opinion in the form of the Al, until 1981, when the 
major industry players set up the Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB) to 
compile this information. In 2002, BARB ceased to compile Al data; currently the BBC 
commissions its own research. 


Method[edit] 


Under BARB, viewing diaries were sent to 2,000 people on a panel made up of members 
of the public each week, with a further four panels consisting of 1,000 people each 
receiving diaries every four weeks.2z 


Since 2005 the panel has been recruited and administered online by GfK NOP, for 

the BBC Audience Research Unit as a daily survey called Pulse, a panel of around 
20,000 people (16+) who are invited to complete a survey every day to say what they 
have watched and listened to, and what they thought of each programme. Pulse 
measures a wide range of BBC and competitor stations. The daily reporting panel is 


weighted for age, social grade, sex, presence of children, region and the household 
digital type on a daily basis to ensure it is representative of the UK as a whole. The main 
Pulse measure, the AI or Appreciation Index, is obtained by respondents being asked to 
mark out of 10 each of the programmes they watched or listened to the previous day, 
where 10 is the highest score and 1 the lowest. The average of all these marks out of 10 
for a programme is then multiplied by 10 to give an Appreciation score (Al). For 
example, when aggregating scores for all programmes together for BBC TV (as of March 
2011), the average score is 8.2, which gives an Al of 82. 


The panel enables the BBC to collect over 5,000 responses a day on TV and radio 
programmes." Panelists are encouraged, by means of a prize draw reward scheme, to 
log in at least ten times in any one month.tetsrenneedea 


At this time only a limited number of TV channels are covered by this rating system, and 
only broadcasts watched live, or in recorded form the same day, are given Al scores. 
More extensive surveys, covering more channels and including programmes recorded 
for viewing within a week of broadcast, are occasionally carried out by smaller panels. 


[citation needed) 


Additional measures include ratings for the quality and distinctiveness of the 
programmes. There are a selection of other questions that form part of the survey - 
some that are always asked, and some that may be asked depending on the 
programme. An example of the former is to note how much of each programme was 
watched, using a scale of 1-10, where '10' means that the viewer watched it all, and '1' 
means that they watched very little. Also of key importance to the BBC is to find out 
whether the viewers considered a programme to be of 'high quality’. An example of 
the latter would be a question designed to gauge whether the viewer 'learned 
something new'. Viewers are also asked to rate how much effort they took to view the 
programme—whether they made a special effort, just some effort, or watched it 
because it was on.5! 


An extensive study undertaken by the BBC into how people score programmes and 
what variables help to make up an AI score found that one of the leading factors in 
determining an Al score was whether a programme was deemed to be "high quality". 
Other factors such as the amount of effort people take to view the programme or 
whether viewers found it entertaining were also important. = 


The study found that scores can be affected in different ways for different types of 
programme. The score for a sport programme can depend on which team a panellist 
supports and who won or lost. Scores for a programme can vary according to how long 
a show has been running, so a new comedy will typically start with a lower average 
score and then increase over time as viewers become accustomed to the characters 
and settings. 


The study found that changes in the TV market, such as the expanded choice offered by 
digital TV, the introduction of HD and the increased use of PVRs and catch up services 
such as BBC iPlayer, have helped to increase the quality of the TV watching experience, 
and this in turn has improved average Al scores. People typically give programmes they 
have recorded, or have viewed in HD, a higher score than the same programme 
watched live or in standard definition. BBC HD has a higher average Al (85 - as of March 
2011) than any other BBC channel. 


See also[edit] 


e  Broadcasters' Audience Research Board 


e Audience measurement 


e Nielsen ratings 
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British Board of Film Classification 


bbfc 


Formation 1912; 107 years ago 

Type NGO 

Purpose Film ratings, television ratings 
Headquarters London, W1 


United Kingdom 


Region served United Kingdom 


President Patrick Swaffer 
Chief executive David Austin 
Website bbfc.co.uk 


The British Board of Film Classification (BBFC, previously the British Board of 
Film Censors), is a non-governmental organisation, founded by the film industry in 
1912 and responsible for the national classification and censorship of films exhibited at 
cinemas and video works (such as television programmes, trailers, adverts, public 
information/campaigning films, menus, bonus content etc.) released on physical media 
within the United Kingdom.“ It has a statutory requirement to classify all video works 
released on VHS, DVD, Blu-ray (including 3D and 4K UHD formats), and to a lesser 
extent, some video games under the Video Recordings Act 1984.* The BBFC was also 
the designated regulator for the UK age-verification scheme which was abandoned 
before being implemented.“& 


History and overview 
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British Board of Film Censors 'U' certificate for Berlin Airlift (1949)" 


The BBFC was established in 1912 as the British Board of Film Censors by members of 
the film industry, who would rather manage their own censorship than have national or 
local government do it for them. The immediate impetus for the Board's formation 
stemmed from the furore surrounding the release in the UK in October 1912 of the 

film From the Manger to the Cross, about the life of Jesus. The film, shown at 

the Queen's Hall, London, gained considerable publicity from a great outcry in the Daily 
Mail, which demanded: "Is nothing sacred to the film maker?", and waxed indignant 
about the profits for its American film producers.” Although the clergy were invited to 
see it and found little to be affronted by, the controversy resulted in the voluntary 
creation of the BBFC, which began operating on 1 January 1913.4 


The Board's legal basis was the Cinematograph Act 1909, which required cinemas to 
have licences from local authorities. The Act was introduced for safety reasons after a 
number of nitrate film fires in unsuitable venues (fairgrounds and shops that had been 
hastily converted into cinemas) but the following year a court ruling™ determined that 
the criteria for granting or refusing a licence did not have to be restricted to issues of 
health and safety. Given that the law now allowed councils to grant or refuse licences to 
cinemas according to the content of the films they showed, the 1909 Act therefore 
enabled the introduction of censorship. 


The film industry, fearing the economic consequences of a largely unregulated 
censorship infrastructure, therefore formed the BBFC to take the process 'in house' and 
establish its own system of self-regulation. By paying a fee of £2 for every reel of film 
viewed, and by appointing a panel of viewers under a censor, none of whom had any 
film trade interests, the growing cinema industry neatly created a censorship body 
which was both self-supporting and strictly impartial, and therefore was not swayed by 
any sectional interests inside the film trade or outside it.“% The Board's offices were 
originally at 133-135 Oxford Street, London; the building is located at the junction 

of Wardour Street, a centre of the British film industry for many years.:u Some decisions 
from the early years are now subjected to derision. In 1928, the Board's examiners 
report famously claimed that Germaine Dulac's surrealist film 7he Seashell and the 
Clergyman was "Apparently meaningless" but "If there is a meaning, it is doubtless 
objectionable".22 


Informal links, to varying degrees of closeness, have been maintained between the 
BBFC and the Government throughout the Board's existence. In the period before 

the Second World War, an extensive but unofficial system of political censorship was 
implemented by the BBFC for the Home Office. As the cinema became a socially 
powerful mass-medium, governments feared the effect of its use by others for 
propaganda and as happened in the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany discouraged any 
expression of controversial political views in British films. This trend reached its climax 
during the 1930s. Following protests from the German Embassy after the release of a 
film depicting the execution of Edith Cavell (Dawn, 1928, dir. Herbert Wilcox), intense 
political pressure was brought to bear on the BBFC by the Home Office. A system of 
script vetting was introduced, whereby British studios were invited to submit 
screenplays to the BBFC before shooting started. Imported Hollywood films were not 
treated as strictly as British films, as the BBFC believed that audiences would recognise 
American cinema as representing a foreign culture and therefore would not apply any 
political messages therein to their own lives. So while the Warners gangster films and 
other 1930s Hollywood films that dealt explicitly with crime and the effects of the Great 
Depression were released in the UK largely uncut, these subjects were strictly off-limits 
for British film-makers. 


During the Second World War, the BBFC's political censorship function effectively 
passed to the Films Division of the Ministry of Information, and the BBFC never regained 
this to the same extent as before the war. The increasing climate of post-war liberalism 
ensured that from the 1950s onwards, controversies involving the BBFC centred more 
on depictions of sex and violence than on political expression. There were some notable 
exceptions: Yield to the Night (UK, 1956, dir. J. Lee Thompson), which opposed capital 
punishment; Room at the Top (UK, 1959, dir. Jack Clayton), which dealt with class 
divisions; Victim (UK, 1961, dir. Basil Dearden), which implicitly argued for the 
legalisation of homosexuality, all involved the BBFC in controversy. 


In autumn 1972, Lord Longford and Raymond Blackburn decided to pursue a matter of 
pornography classification for the film Language of Love"?! into the Court of 

Appeal of Lord Denning, MR, and lost the writ of mandamus against the Police 
Commissioner, who had refused to intrude upon the BBFC remit. “425241 


Change of name and scope 


In 1984 the organisation changed its name to "reflect the fact that classification plays a 
far larger part in the Board's work than censorship".“42% At that time it was given 
responsibility for classifying videos for hire or purchase to view in the home as well as 
films shown in cinemas. Home video and cinema versions of a film usually receive the 
same certificate, although occasionally a film may receive a more restrictive certificate 
for the home video market (Sometimes due to the bonus features), as it is easier for 
children to watch a home video than to be admitted into a cinema. 


In December 1986, the first computer game to be certified by the BBFC was an 
illustrated text adventure called Dracula, based on the Bram Stoker novel, published 

by CRL, the game received a 15 certificate.“2 The first computer game to receive an 18 
certificate, on 11 December 1987,22 was another illustrated text adventure called Jack 
the Ripper, also by CRL, which dealt with the infamous real life murders in Victorian 
London. The horror in both games came through largely in their detailed prose. Had the 
game publishers reprinted the games’ text in book form, it would not have carried a 
certificate, as the BBFC has no oversight over print media. Both games had numerous 
certificate stickers all over their covers to emphasise to parents and retailers that they 


were not intended for children, as computer games carrying BBFC certificates were 
previously unheard of. 


The first video game to be refused classification by the BBFC was Carmageddon in 
1997, however a modified version of the game was later awarded an 18 certificate. In 
June 2007, Manhunt 2 was refused classification in both its PlayStation 

2 and Wii versions, meaning that the game was illegal to sell or supply.2 A modified 
version was made that was accepted by the ESRB but was still refused classification 
from the BBFC. The second decision was later overturned by the Video Appeals 
Committee (an independent body set up by legislation); the BBFC then asked the High 
Court for a judicial review of the VAC decision.22 The High Court ruled that the VAC had 
made errors in law and instructed it to reconsider its decision, the VAC subsequently 
ruled that the modified version of the game should receive an 18 certificate, which the 
BBFC accepted.2: 


On 16 June 2009, the UK's Department of Culture, Media and Sport ruled in favour of 
the PEGI system to be the sole classification system for videogames and software in the 
UK. This decision would also, unlike beforehand, allow PEGI ratings to be legally 
enforced much like the BBFC ratings.*^ Initially expected to take effect from 1 April 
2011,2 the legislation was put into effect on 30 July 2012.24 


Responsibilities and powers 


The Board is a self-funded QUANGO.221291 [ts business affairs are controlled by a council 
of management selected from leading figures in the manufacturing and servicing 
sectors of the film industry. This council appoints the President, who has statutory 
responsibility for the classification of videos and the Director who has executive 
responsibility and formulates policy. The Board, which is based in Soho Square, London, 
is financed from the fees it charges for classifying films and videos and is run on a not- 
for-profit basis. 


Cinema 


In the case of films shown in cinemas, local authorities have the final legal authorisation 
over who can view a particular film. The majority of the time, local authorities accept 
the Board's recommendation for a certificate for a film. There have been some notable 
exceptions - particularly in the 1970s when the Board allowed films such as Last Tango 
in Paris and The Exorcistto be released with an X certificate (essentially the same as 
today's "18") - but many local authorities chose to ban the films regardless. Thirty-nine 
local authorities in the UK either imposed an outright ban, or imposed an X certificate, 
on Monty Python's Life of Brian, which the BBFC had rated as AA (Suitable for ages 

14-4 ).50 


Conversely, in 2002, a few local authorities regraded Spider-Man from 12 to PG, 
allowing children younger than 12 to see the film. However, the BBFC were already in 
the process of replacing the 12 rating with a new 12A, which allowed under-12s to see 
the film if accompanied by an adult, so shortly afterwards, the BBFC reclassified Spider- 
Man as 124A. The first 12A certificate awarded was for The Bourne Identity. 2€ 


Film certifications 


All films rated by the BBFC receive a certificate, along with "consumer advice" detailing 
references to sex, violence and coarse language. If a certificate specifies that a film or 
video game is only suitable for someone over a certain age, then only those over that 
age may buy it. 


The BBFC rates theatrically released films, and rates videos and video games that 
forfeited exemption from the Video Recordings Act 1984, which was discovered in 
August 2009 to be unenforceable until the act was re-enacted by the Video Recordings 
Act 2010.2! Legally, local authorities have the power to decide under what 
circumstances films are shown in cinemas, but they nearly always choose to follow the 
advice of the BBFC. 


Video releases 


The Video Recordings Act requires that video releases not exempt (music, 
documentary, non-fiction, video games, etc.) under the Act had to be classified, making 
it illegal to supply any recording that had not been certified. Certificates could restrict 
release to any age of 18 or under, or to only licensed sex-shops. The government 
currently designate the BBFC as the authority for certifying video releases. As the law 
requires the certificate to be displayed on the packaging and media labels of the video 
recording, in practice only UK releases can be legally sold or hired in the UK, even if a 
foreign release had identical content.22 


Local authorities do not have such power for video recordings. Under the Video 
Recording Act 1984, all non-exempt recordings must be classified by an authority 
chosen by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. This classification is 
legally binding, in that supply of material contrary to its certificate (recordings that have 
been refused a certificate, or supplying to someone younger than the certified age) is a 
criminal offence. However, possession is not an offence in itself, other than in the case 
of "possession with intent to supply". Since the introduction of the Act, the BBFC has 
been the chosen authority. In theory this authority could be revoked, but in practice 
such a revocation has never been suggested, since most local authorities simply don't 
have the resources needed to do such things as remove cuts, pass films that the BBFC 
rejected and vice versa, put in place new cuts, etc., regularly. 


Editing 


The BBFC can also advise cuts for a less-restrictive rating. This generally occurs in 
borderline cases where distributors have requested a certificate and the BBFC has rated 
the work at a more-restrictive level; however, some cuts are compulsory, such as 
scenes that violate the Protection of Children Act 1978 or Cinematograph Films 
(Animals) Act 1937. The final certificate then depends on the distributor's decision on 
whether or not to make the suggested cuts. Some works are even rejected if the 
distributor refuses the cut. 


The examiners and the directors of the BBFC are hired on a permanent basis. Examiners 
are required to watch 5 hours 20 mins of media, to a maximum of 35 hours a week. 
Turnover is low and vacancies, when available, appear on its London job vacancies 
website.54 


Video games 


The BBFC has also rated some video games. Normally these are exempt from 
classification, unless they depict human sexual activity, human genital organs or gross 
acts of violence, in which case the publishers should submit the game for classification. 
Publishers may opt to submit a game for classification even if they are not obliged to. 


Under the Digital Economy Act 2010, the responsibility for rating video games in the 
United Kingdom has passed from the BBFC to the Video Standards Council using 
the PEGI system.E? A game is only submitted to the BBFC if it contains strong 


pornographic material or if it includes video material that is not directly accessible 
through the game itself (e.g. a documentary). 


Mobile operators 


The BBFC also provide a classification service for mobile phone operators. BBFC 
guidelines for film and video are used to calibrate the filters used by the operators to 
restrict access to internet content. The default assumption is that mobile phone users 
are under 18 years of age. The BBFC guidelines are based on public consultations 
conducted every 4-5 years.24 


Websites 


See also: Age verification system $ United Kingdom 


Under the Digital Economy Act 2017 the BBFC was appointed as the UK's regulator for 
pornographic websites. As regulator, the BBFC was intended to be responsible for 
identifying commercial pornographic websites accessible in the UK and empowered to 
take action against any which did not age-verify their users, including placing 
restrictions on their payment transactions or ordering their blocking by Internet service 
providers. This was to be the case regardless of whether the websites were UK-based or 
foreign-based. The BBFC had been informally named as the likely regulator in 2016,57 
e3 and in November of that year it was invited to take on the role and agreed to do so. 
The formal appointment of the BBFC took place in February 2018. Before the BBFC was 
due to begin its role, it conducted a public consultation on its draft guidance beginning 
in March 2018.52! |n 2018 the BBFC estimated that 5 million commercial pornographic 
websites existed on the Internet. 


In March 2019 the BBFC published its guidance, which stated that social media would 
not fall under the BBFC's jurisdiction, and nor would websites where pornography made 
up a third or less of the website's material. The BBFC proposed that a voluntary 
certification scheme should cover age verification providers. Margot James, the UK 
government's digital minister, said that the government had asked HM Treasury to 
provide indemnity of up to £10 million to the BBFC to protect it against legal challenges, 
as the uncertainty surrounding the possibility of such challenges would leave the BBFC 
unable to get commercial insurance.“ There were numerous delays to the date at 
which the BBFC would begin its regulatory role, until in 2019 the UK government 
announced that the part of the Act dealing with the regulation of pornographic websites 
would not be implemented. 


Current certificates 
See also: History of British film certificates 


The BBFC currently issues the following certificates. The current category symbols were 
introduced in October 2019, replacing the previous ones that had been in place since 
2002. 


Symbol Name Description 


Univers STET RET There is nothing unsuitable for children ac 
al i: i ("Universal Children") certificate, for videc 
Parenta T 
General viewing, but some scenes ; : 
| à May contain mild language (frequent/aggt 
; may be unsuitable for young . : : 
Guidan higher category), mild violence and sex oi 
children. 
ce 
Generally suitable for those aged 
12A Pe andover these under T2 The 12 category applied to cinema releas 


admitted, but only if accompanied 


for home media since 1994. The 12A cate 
by an adult. 


May have adolescent themes. May contait 
moderate violence, sex references and nt 
portrayed. Use of strong language may be 
well as contextual justification. 


Suitable only for persons of 12 
12 years and over. Not to be supplied 
to any person below that age. 


May have fairly mature themes. May cont 


A 
Co 
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Suitable only for persons of 15 
years and over. Not to be supplied 
to any person below that age. 


Suitable only for persons of 18 
years and over. Not to be supplied 
to any person below that age. 


To be supplied only in sex shops 
and shown only in licensed 
cinemas to persons of not less 
than 18 years. 


sex references, nudity without graphic de 
but without any strong detail. Sexual viole 
Use of very strong language may be perm 
contextual justification.“ 


Will always have mature themes. May con 
(including strong sexual violence), explicit 
nudity and hard drugs. (Sex works cannot 


Will always contain hardcore pornography 
including: 


* Clear images of real sexual activity 

e strong fetish material 

e explicit animated images 

e sight of certain acts such as triple sim 


There remains a range of material that is- 


e strong images of injury in BDSM or sp: 
e urolagnia 


e scenes suggesting incest even if stage 


The following are not permitted: 


e references to underage sex or childho 
e aggressive behaviour such as hair-pull 


More cuts are demanded in this category 


Material that is exempt from classification sometimes uses symbols similar to BBFC 
certificates, for example an E "certificate". There is no legal obligation, nor a particular 
scheme, for labelling material that is exempt from classification.“ On the BBFC's online 
classification database, material that has been refused a classification uses a red serif R 
in place of a rating symbol. 


Age-verification certificate 


As part of the implementation of the Digital Economy Act 2017, the BBFC and NCC 
Group were planning to introduce an age-verification certificate (AVC or AV Certificate), 
a voluntary, non-statutory certificate awarded to Internet age-verification providers who 
meet standards of privacy and data security. Plans to mandate online age-verification to 
deny those who do not prove they are aged over 18 access to pornographic website 
content were subsequently abandoned. s%su 


Attitudes to censorship 


Historically the Board has faced strong criticism for an over-zealous attitude in 
censoring film. Prior to the liberalising decade of the 1960s, films were routinely and 
extensively censored as a means of social control. For example, Rebel Without a 

Cause was cut to reduce the "possibility of teenage rebellion". Ingmar Bergman's Smiles 
of a Summer Night was cut to remove "overtly sexual or provocative" language.52 


The BBFC's attitude became more liberal during the 1960s, and it concentrated on 
censoring films that featured graphic sex and violence. However, some Board decisions 
caused controversy in the 1970s when it banned a series of films that were released 
uncut and were popular in other countries (such as 7he Texas Chain Saw 

Massacre and Last House on the Left), or released other controversial films, such 

as Straw Dogs and A Clockwork Orange. However, under recent President Andreas 
Whittam Smith and current incumbent Sir Quentin Thomas, guidelines have been 
relaxed again, allowing the release, usually uncut, of these previously banned films on 
video and in cinemas. Some films from the 1970s remain unreleased,=! but many of 
these titles remain banned primarily because their distributors have not chosen to re- 
submit the films to the BBFC, almost certainly for commercial reasons. If they were, 
they would be likely to receive a more sympathetic hearing than 30 to 40 years ago. 
Two notable examples from this period include the 1969 film Love Camp 7, rejected in 
2002, and Women in Cellblock 9, released in 1977 and rejected in 2004. Both films 
contain substantial scenes of sexual violence and have remained completely banned 
following a re-submission since 2000. 


In general, attitudes to what material is suitable for viewing by younger audiences have 
changed over the years, and this is reflected by the reclassification of older films being 
re-released on video. For example, a 1913 film given the former A rating could very 
probably be rated PG today. An extreme example of this is the rating of the horror 

film Revenge of the Zombies, with a U certificate upon its video release in the late 


1990s, whereas, when it was first examined as a film in 1951, it was given one of the 
first X ratings. The Bela Lugosi horror film /s/and of Lost Souls was refused a certificate 
when first submitted in 1932, was granted an X in the 1950s, and a 12 for home video 
release in 1996 - when submitted for a modern video classification in 2011, it was re- 
classified as a PG. 


The BBFC are also known to cut the words "spaz" and "retard" from U certified films and 
videos on the grounds of discrimination (though "spaz" is not considered as derogatory 
in the United States as it is in the United Kingdom: "spaz" in American slang means 
"someone who overreacts to a minor problem": in British English it is a slang word 

for spastic (The British Spastics Society changed its name to Scope (charity) because 
the word was used as a general term of abuse and not in its former sense of someone 
with particular mental or physical disabilities.) "Retard," however, has been censored on 
some American TV shows for being derogatory). One example of this was 

when Marmaduke was passed U after the word "spaz" was removed. The uncut version 
would have been rated 12. They also award higher ratings to films that contain 
potentially imitable and dangerous behaviour; this includes all three /ackass films being 
passed 18, and Fred: The Movie being passed 12. They are also very serious about 
suicide themes, references, or attempts, and will either cut them or award a higher 
rating. An example of this was in 2010, when the Board cut the Hindi film Anjaana 
Anjaani by two minutes and thirty-one seconds to remove references to and sight of 
someone attempting suicide by asphyxiation so the distributor could get a cinema 12A 
certificate. In its uncut form the film was released on home video with an 18 

certificate. 7he Hunger Games was assessed before formal classification, with the film's 
studio wishing to obtain a 12A for financial and marketing reasons. To get this, seven 
seconds of footage was cut and blood splashes were digitally removed to reduce 
emphasis on blood and injury, as an alternative to the uncut film being rated 15. 


Relaxation 


There has been considerable relaxation since 1999. The relaxation of guidelines has 
also made hardcore pornography widely available to adult audiences through the R18 
rating. Films with this rating are only legally available from licensed sex shops, of which 
there are about 300 in the UK. They may also be seen in specially licensed cinemas. 


There are also examples of films with stronger sexual content, some including real. 
images of sexual intercourse, being approved at '18' level. Recent examples include the 
passing of /rreversible, 9 Songs, Antichrist, and numerous other films uncut for cinema 
and video viewing. Despite this trend towards liberalisation, anti-censorship 
campaigners are still critical of the BBFC. It has attracted criticism from conservative 
press, in particular the Daily Mail, on the grounds that the release of sexually explicit 
and violent films was corrupting the nation. The newspaper's most famous clash with 
the BBFC came in 1997 when the Board released the David Cronenberg 

film Crash without cuts. The following day (19 March 1997) the Mailled with the banner 
headline "CENSOR'S YES TO DEPRAVED SEX FILM"&4! Westminster City Council imposed 
its own ban on the film after the decision, although anyone wanting to watch the film in 
a cinema only had to walk along to the non-Westminster half of Shaftesbury Avenue, 
which is in the neighbouring borough of Camden. 


Current concerns 


The BBFC's current guidelines identify a number of specific areas considered when 
awarding certificates or requiring cuts. These are: 


e  Depictions of cruelty and harassment based on race, gender, sexual orientation, or 
mental or physical disability, 

e Adult themes and situations that may be considered too distressing for younger or 
more sensitive viewers, 

e Offensive language (i.e., profanity and use of racial and ethnic slurs), 


e Nudity 

e Sexual content (including scenes of sexual activity and spoken/visual references to 
sex), 

e Violence 


* Gore and injury detail 

e Sexual violence (rape and forced disrobing especially), 

e Dangerous actions that can easily be imitated by younger, more naive viewers 
(certain combat moves [ear-claps, headbutts, and neck-breaking in particular]), 

e All visual and verbal references to suicide [particularly if it involves hanging oneself 
or slashing one's wrists], 

* Detailed criminal acts [such as breaking into a house using a credit card to jimmy 
the lock or hotwiring a car], 

e Actions that result in injury or death in real life, but are almost always shown in the 
media (especially on shows aimed at younger audiences, such as cartoons) with no 
negative consequences, such as hiding in appliances that can trap and kill small 
children [i.e., tumble driers and old refrigerators], ingesting or misusing common 
household chemicals, or creating dangerous devices from common household items 
[such as a flamethrower from an aerosol can and a cigarette lighter] - fall under this 
category), 

e Scenes of horror, threat, and danger and their intensity on audience members, and, 

e Drug abuse being condoned or glamorised. 


The BBFC also continues to demand cuts of any material it believes breaches the 
provisions of the Obscene Publications Act or any other legislation (most notably the 
Cinematograph Films (Animals) Act 1937 [which forbids the depiction of animals being 
abused or in distress] and the Protection of Children Act 1978 [which, as amended, 
forbids the depiction of minors engaged in sex or in sexually suggestive poses or 
situations]). In 2009, 2% of cinema films had material cut, and 3.6% of videos. Most cuts 
actually occur in videos rated for 18 or R18, rather than videos intended for viewing by 
under-18s. In 2009, 16.8% of 18 videos, and 27.3% of R18 videos, had material cut. 


There is no theme or subject matter considered inherently unsuitable for classification 
at any level, although more controversial topics may drive a movie to be given a more 
restrictive rating. This is in keeping with current practice in most liberal democracies, 
but in sharp contrast to the early days of the BBFC in which such adult themes as 
prostitution, incest, and the relations of capital and labour were unacceptable 
regardless of the rating. 


"Adult" or "strong" language can earn a film a more restrictive certificate, though BBFC 
policy states that there are no constraints on language use in films awarded an 18 
certificate. It is difficult to compare the BBFC's policies in this area with those in other 
countries as there are different taboos regarding profanity in other languages and 
indeed in other English-speaking countries. For example, the use of "strong" language 
has little effect on a film's classification in France. The BBFC's policy proved particularly 
controversial in the case of Ken Loach's Sweet Sixteen in 2002, which was passed uncut 
only at 18 certificate, even though its main characters were teenagers who frequently 
used profanities that the director argued were typical of the social group his film 
depicted. The film received similar certificates in Ireland (also an 18 certificate) and the 


United States. Shane Meadows' film This Is England was also passed uncut only at 18 
due to its repeated use of racist terms, and the climatic scene where Combo becomes 
irate and pummels his friend Milky while insulting him. On the other hand, some films 
feature strong language but nevertheless do not carry particularly restrictive 
certificates. The King's Speech was passed for a 12A rating despite its repeated use of 
the word "fuck" in two scenes, which would normally raise the rating to a 15 certificate; 
the BBFC justified its decision, saying that the profanity was "in a speech therapy 
context". 


There are minimal restrictions of the depiction of non-sexual nudity, which is allowed in 
even U and PG certificate films (for example, The Simpsons Movie—which was given a 
PG-13 rating in the US - was given a PG certificate in the UK, leaving the sequence 
where Bart skateboards naked through town and his genitals are shown through an 
open space in a hedge unedited), but scenes of (simulated) sexual activity are limited to 
more restricted certificates. With regard to material that is intended primarily as 
pornographic the Board's policy, as stated on its website is "Material which appears to 
be simulated is generally passed '18', while images of real sex are confined to the 'R18' 
category." However, for some years depictions of real sex have been allowed in 18 
certificate videos intended as educational, and in recent years a number of works such 
as Patrice Chéreau's /ntimacy and Michael Winterbottom's 9 Songs, which feature 
apparently unsimulated sex have been passed uncut for theatrical release. 


Violence remains one of the most problematic areas for censorship in the UK, especially 
when it's in conjunction with sex or likely to sway more impressionable viewers into 
thinking the violence depicted is "glamorous" or "fun" and "risk-free." However, the 
Board takes into account issues of context and whether it considers scenes of sexual 
violence to "eroticise" or "endorse" sexual assault. In 2002, the board passed Gaspar 
Noé's /rréversible uncut, but less than a month later cut Takashi Miike's /chi the Killer by 
three and a quarter minutes to remove scenes of sexual violence. A Serbian 

Film suffered from forty-nine individual cuts by the BBFC, which totalled to four minutes 
and eleven seconds of cuts. The cuts were made to remove "portrayals of children in a 
sexualised or abusive context and images of sexual and sexualised violence which have 
a tendency to eroticise or endorse the behaviour" as the Board's website states. 


Criminal and dangerous acts that can be easily imitated, as well as scenes condoning, 
glamorising, or showing clear instruction of how to abuse drugs have also been the 
subject of UK editing. The issue of depicting dangerous acts that can easily be imitated 
in real life is one that does not seem to figure especially highly in the censorship 
Systems of most other countries (though the US has done this on occasion, often as the 
result of public backlash, as seen on the MTV shows Beavis and Butt-head and Jackass). 
In the UK, numerous minor cuts have been made, primarily to films whose distributors 
want a PG or 12A certificate, to scenes of characters performing acts that would be 
considered dangerous, criminal, or harmful if done in real life. For example, in 2006, 
issues involving suicide by hanging became problematic; The Ren & Stimpy Show Series 
1 DVD set (classified PG) was edited to remove the song "The Lord Loves a Hangin" 
because the song implied that hanging is "comedic, fun, and risk-free".59 Paranoia 
Agent Volume 3 DVD set (classified 18) was also cut to remove the depiction of a child 
nearly hanging herself for the same reason.&4 


The requirement to have films classified and censored can cost film producers up to 
thousands of pounds. The North West New Wave, a blanket term recently used by both 
film makers and local press to describe independent filmmakers in the Northwest of 
England, is currently campaigning for the introduction of a Voluntary 'Unrated 18' 
Certificate in the UK. 


On 6 June 2011, the BBFC refused a classification for the horror film The Human 
Centipede ll. The previous film in the series was passed uncut at 18, but due to a shift in 
context and focus, the BBFC judged that the sequel could fall foul of the Obscene 
Publications Act.5: The film was eventually passed 18 after cuts were made.& 


Leadership 
Presidents of the BBFC 


e George A. Redford (1 January 1913 - 12 November 1916) 

e T.P. O'Connor (11 December 1916 - 18 November 1929) 

e Edward Shortt (21 November 1929 - 10 November 1935) 

e William Tyrrell, 1st Baron Tyrrell (25 November 1935 - 22 March 1948) 

e Sir Sidney Harris (31 March 1948 - June 1960) 

e Herbert Morrison, Baron Morrison of Lambeth (June 1960 - 6 March 1965) 

e William Ormsby-Gore, 5th Baron Harlech (21 July 1965 - 26 January 1985) (Died in 
Office) 

e George Lascelles, 7th Earl of Harewood (June 1985 - 18 December 1997) 

e Andreas Whittam Smith (18 December 1997 - 1 August 2002) 

e Sir Quentin Thomas (1 August 2002 - 17 October 2012) 

e Patrick Swaffer (17 October 2012 - present)™! 


Directors of the BBFC 


During James Ferman's time, the title of the chief executive officer at the BBFC changed 
from "Secretary of the Board" to the current "Director". With David Austin's 
appointment in 2016 however, this title reverted to CEO. At the same time, the title 
card displaying a film's certificate, which opens all theatrically screened films in the 
United Kingdom, stopped carrying the chief executive's signature. The President's 
signature is now used instead. 


e Joseph Brooke Wilkinson (1 January 1913 - 15 July 1948) (died in office) 
e A.T.L. Watkins (26 July 1948 - 23 January 1957) 

e John Nicholls (23 January 1957 - 30 April 1958) 

e john Trevelyan (22 May 1958 - 1 July 1971) 

e Stephen Murphy (1 July 1971 - 18 June 1975) 

e James Ferman (18 June 1975 - 10 January 1999) 

e Robin Duval (11 January 1999 - 19 September 2004) 

e David Cooke (20 September 2004 - 10 March 2016) sss 

e David Austin OBE (10 March 2016 - present) 2 


See also 


e 18 (British Board of Film Classification) 

e Censorship in the United Kingdom 

e History of British film certificates 

e lrish Film Classification Office - the equivalent to the BBFC in the Republic of Ireland 
e List of films banned in the United Kingdom 

e Motion picture content rating system 


e Obscene Publications Act 

e Press Complaints Commission 

e Film censorship in the United Kingdom 

e R18 (British Board of Film Classification) 

e Proposed UK Internet age verification system 
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This article chronicles the history of British film certificates. 


Overviewl[edit] 


The UK's film ratings are decided by the British Board of Film Classification and have 
been since 1912.2 Previously, there were no agreed rating standards, and local councils 
imposed their own - often differing - conditions or restrictions. For cinema releases, the 
BBFC has no legal power (technically, films do not even have to be submitted for 
Classification), as it falls to councils to decide who should be admitted to a certain film, 
but they generally apply the BBFC's certificates, effectively making them legally 
binding. In exceptional cases, councils may impose their own conditions, either raising 
or lowering the minimum entry age from the certificate, banning a certified film 
outright, or setting their own minimum entry age for films that have never been 
submitted for BBFC certification, or which have been refused a certificate by the Board. 


Prior to 1985, there were no legally binding ratings on video releases. The Video 
Recordings Act 1984 introduced new legal powers to certify video releases 
independently from any existing cinema certificate, with the BBFC being required to 
rate every new video release (except those exempted from classification) to determine 
the minimum age of people to whom the recording can be supplied, whether by sale or 
rental. In August 2009 it was discovered that the Video Recordings Act 1984 never had 
legal effect, due to a technical error when the terms of the act were not communicated 
to the European Commission. The relevant provisions were re-enacted by Parliament 
as the Video Recordings Act 2010. 


The following list chronicles the BBFC's ratings system from its inception to the present. 
[415] 


In each section, /talics indicates when a certificate has changed since the previous 
system. 


History[edit] 
1912-1932[edit] 


At first, there were just two advisory certificates. 


Name Definition/Notes 


Univers 


al Suitable for children. 


Some councils ruled that children must be accompanied by 
Adult 
an adult. 


In Ireland, following the independence of the Irish Free State in 1922 (now the Republic 
of Ireland), the Irish Film Censor's Office was created in 1923 in place of the BBFC. This 
was renamed the Irish Film Classification Office in 2008. 


1932-1950 [edit] 


An H (Horror) certificate was added in 1932 to alert parents to horror-themed material. 
I71 


iie Name Definition/Notes 
Univers 3 , 
al Suitable for children. 
Some councils ruled that children must be accompanied by an 
Adult 
adult. 
Some councils ruled that only those aged 16 or over could be 
Horror ; 
admitted. 


1950-1963 [edit] 


For the first time, a compulsory certificate, X, was introduced allowing only those aged 
16 and older to enter. This replaced the H certificate. 


Name Definition/Notes 


Univers 


al Suitable for children. 


Some councils ruled that children must be accompanied by 
Adult 
an adult. 


X x Suitable only for those aged 16 and older. (enforced by all 
councils) 
1963-1970 [edit] 


The ratings symbol were changed for the first time to become more modernized, 
replacing the classic look that has been used after 51 years out of it. The ratings were 
otherwise unchanged. 


Name Definition/Notes 


Symb 
ol 
Univers : . 
U al Suitable for children. 


Some councils ruled that children must be accompanied by 


E an adult. 
X Suitable only for those aged 16 and older. (enforced by all 
councils) 


1970-1982 [edit] 


On 1 July 1970 the A certificate was split into two: the A certificate now allowed those 
aged five and older to be admitted, but warned parents that they may not wish children 


under 14 to watch the film, while the new AA allowed only those aged 14 or over to be 
admitted.3! As there was now a mandatory certificate at 14, the X certificate was 
modified to raise its age from 16 to 18. 


Symb 
ol 


Ly AE Suitable for children. 


Advisor | Those aged 5 and older admitted, but not recommended for children 


Name Definition/Notes 


y under 14 years of age. 
AA AA Suitable for those aged 14 and older. 
x X Suitable only for those aged 18 and older. 


1982-1985 [edit] 


On 1 November 1982 the ratings system was completely overhauled with only the U 
certificate remaining unchanged (though its description was slightly modified). The A 
certificate was replaced by PG, which was now completely advisory. The age of AA was 
raised a year and the certificate was renamed 15. The X certificate was unchanged but 
renamed 18 due to the lewd reputation that the letter X had acquired. Anew R18 
certificate was introduced for sexually explicit films. In order to show R18 films, cinemas 
must be licensed members-only clubs (previously, a loophole allowed these clubs to 
show such films unrated).2% 


2d Name Definition/Notes 


A Universal Suitable for all. 


Parental General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for 
Guidance young chilaren. 


18 Suitable only for persons of 18 years and over. 


15) 15 Suitable only for persons of 15 years and over. 


Restricted IS To be shown only in licensed cinemas to persons of not less 
Restricted then 18 years. 


1985-1989 [edit] 


The Video Recordings Act 1984 gave the BBFC the legal responsibility to rate all videos. 
The current certificates were all used and were also modified and coloured. A new Uc 
certificate was introduced for videos only to indicate a recording that is especially 
suitable for young children to watch on their own.22 Those under the age of a certificate 
could not buy or rent a video with that certificate. Shops wishing to sell or rent R18 
videos had to apply for a licence. Video releases in this period often featured unofficial 
logos with a plain background. 


Symbol 
Name Definition/notes 
S nem Video 
N/A Universa! Particularly suitable for children. (video only) 


Children 


A A Universal Suitable for all. 


A Parental General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable 
Guidance for young children. 
Suitable only for persons of 15 years and over. (Not to 
15 ; 
be supplied or shown to any person below that age) 
Suitable only for persons of 18 years and over. (Not to 
18 ‘ 
be supplied or shown to any person below that age) 


licensed cinemas to persons of not less than 18 years. 


" | Gone | Restricted To be supplied only in sex shops and shown only in 
|| 18 | 18 As 


1989-2002 [edit] 


Due to the large gap between PG and 15 and industry pressure regarding Batman, a 12 
certificate was introduced on 1 August 1989. However, it was for cinema use only and 
did not cover videos. From this point on video releases featured the official BBFC logos. 
The 12 certificate was eventually introduced for videos on 1 July 1994.84 As the 12 
certificate did not apply to video releases before July 1994, several films which have 
been issued a 12 classification for cinema release, a decision had to be made regarding 
which rating was suitable for a video release and if a 15 certificate was deemed too high 
a rating for a particular film, a PG certificate was given with possible cuts to fit the 
rating. Films which received the 12 classification for cinema, and 15 classification for 
video include Uncle Buck,“ which later passed with 12 for video on re-submission, 

and Nuns on the Run,“ which currently remains 15, with re-submission. All of the 
symbols were also graphically edited. 


In 2002, the cinema 12 certificate was modified and renamed 12A. Those under 12 
could now be admitted to 12A films, provided that they were accompanied by an adult 
aged at least 18 years old, although the BBFC recommends that 12A films are generally 
unsuitable for children under 12 years old. Contrary to popular belief, the certificate was 
not introduced for the film Spider-Man, the first film to receive it was actually The 
Bourne Identity. However, Spider-Man and other films still on general release at the 
time were reclassified as 12A. Introduction of the 12A followed two years of consultation 
and a trial period in Norwich, during which time the certificate was known as PG-12 (see 
below).24 The video 12 certificate remained unchanged. 


as Name Definition/Notes 


Universal 
Children 


A 
A Universal 
Aà 


Parental 
Guidance 


12/12A 


15 


18 


Restricted 
18 


2002-2019 [edit] 


Particularly suitable for children. (video only) 


Suitable for all. 


General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for young 
children. 


Suitable only for persons of 12 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied or shown (Until 2002) to any person below that age) 
(12) 

Generally suitable for those aged 12 and over (cinema only); 
those under 12 admitted, but only if accompanied by an adult 
(12A) 


Suitable only for persons of 15 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied or shown to any person below that age) 


Suitable only for persons of 18 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied or shown to any person below that age) 


To be supplied only in sex shops and shown only in licensed 
cinemas to persons of not less than 18 years. 


In September 2002, all of the symbols were graphically modernised but retained all 
their main features (colour, shape, etc.). The Uc certificate was retired in 2009, and 
replaced with BBFCInsight!e#mition needed, which states where works are 'particularly suitable 
for pre-school children';“ however, older DVDs may still carry the Uc certificate.23 The 
consumer advice for the U certificate was updated to advise parents to check the film in 
case of children under the age of 4 and PG in case of children under 8. 


Symb Name 


Definition/Notes 


ol 


Universal Particularly suitable for children. (video only; eradicated in 
Children 2009) 
Universal Suitable for all. 
Parental General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for young 
Guidance children. 
Suitable only for persons of 12 years and over. (Not to be 
XG : supplied to any person below that age) (12) 
12/12A Generally suitable for those aged 12 and over (cinema only); 
those under 12 admitted, but only if accompanied by an adult. 
Wu (12A) 
Suitable only for persons of 15 years and over. (Not to be 
15 
supplied or shown to any person below that age) 
Suitable only for persons of 18 years and over. (Not to be 
18 
supplied or shown to any person below that age) 
Restricted To be supplied only in sex shops and shown only in licensed 
18 cinemas to persons of not less than 18 years.24 
2019-present(edit] 


In October 2019, for the first time all of the symbols were designed for digital streaming 
services. The BBFCInsight was replaced with ratings info.24 


Symb 


| OQO 
| | 
i iA 


p N p^ ^N 
Q Q 


A 
hs d 
oo 


Name 


Universal 


Parental 
Guidance 


12/12A 


15 


18 


Restricted 
18 


Definition/Notes 


Suitable for all.22 


General viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for young 
children. 


Suitable only for persons of 12 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied to any person below that age) (12) 

Generally suitable for those aged 12 and over (cinema only); 
those under 12 admitted, but only if accompanied by an adult. 
(12A)u9 


Suitable only for persons of 15 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied or shown to any person below that age):ze 


Suitable only for persons of 18 years and over. (Not to be 
supplied or shown to any person below that age)24 


To be supplied only in sex shops and shown only in licensed 
cinemas to persons of not less than 18 years. 


Non-standard certificates and ratings[edit] 


Definition/Notes 


Suitable for those aged 12 and older (cinema only); under 12s 
admitted, but only if accompanied by an adult. 


This experimental certificate was used during a short BBFC trial 
in Norwich from October 2001 to January 2002, in which all 12 


certificate films on release were classed as PG-12. Norwich was 
chosen due to its relative isolation from other large towns, in 
order to avoid significant numbers of children travelling there to 
specifically take advantage of the relaxed controls. The results of 
the trial led to the adoption of the 12A later in 2002.2324 


Between the end of the Norwich trial and the actual introduction 
of the 12A, a PG-12 rating was used by Tameside Council in June 
2002 for Spider-Man, over-ruling the BBFC's 12 certification of 
the film. In addition, some other councils awarded the film a PG 
certificate. 25 


The 'E' in a square, triangle, circle, or similar, is not a BBFC rating | 


| EN f certificate, but rather a statement from the distributor certifying 
CU that they believe a video recording is exempt from classification 
certificate 


IC under the Video Recordings Act 1984 (e.g. educational material, 
| music and sport). 


See also[edit] 


e BBFC 
e 18 certificate 
e R18 certificate 


e Motion picture rating systems 
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This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
XS citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Christmas 


tape" - news * newspapers = books = scholar * JSTOR (October 2013) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


The topic of this article may not meet Wikipedia's general 

notability guideline. Please help to establish notability by 

citing reliable secondary sources that are independent of the 

topic and provide significant coverage of it beyond a mere trivial 
Q mention. If notability cannot be established, the article is likely to 

be merged, redirected, or deleted. 

Find sources: "Christmas 


tape" - news = newspapers = books : scholar * JSTOR (October 2013) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


The examples and perspective in this article may not 
represent a worldwide view of the subject. You 
D may improve this article, discuss the issue on the talk page, 


or create a new article, as appropriate. (November 2016) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


Michael Crawford and Kenneth Kendall hosting White Powder Christmas, the 
unofficial BBC Christmas tape from 1978 


In relation to British television, Christmas tapes are unendorsed videotapes compiled 
by technical staff for their personal amusement and peers' enjoyment. The name 
originates from the 1950s, when the material was filmed at the staff's Christmas parties 
where impromptu sketches were carried out. As time progressed, other types of 
material (such as outtakes and deliberate misbehaviour) were included on the videos. 


As videotape gradually overtook film as the dominant medium for television recording, 
the proliferation of Christmas tapes grew. Early Christmas tapes were plundered for 
outtake shows like LWT's /t'// be Alright on the Night, presented by Denis Norden, which 
started life as an occasional treat in the schedules and eventually grew to become a 
genre in their own right. Copies of the tapes were shared over internal playout systems 
or networked playback, and some then leaked outside, appearing on the private 
collector's circuit, a phenomenon which led to an incident in 1978 when a mocked-up 
sequence featuring Princess Anne in that year's BBC Christmas tape, "White Powder 
Christmas", came to the attention of the Sunday People newspaper. Several references 
to the previous year's Christmas tape were made in the 1979 BBC Christmas tape, 
"Good King Memorex". 


Some of the most notable examples of the Christmas tape genre were made in the late 
1970s and early 1980s, before the digital television era, when VT engineers started 
recording errors and out-takes to disk - for some viewers who saw these, it was 
surprising to hear television stars making mistakes and swearing onscreen. 


Since then greater control of production facilities along with the deregulation of ITV has 
all but killed off the Christmas tape phenomenon. 


Some examples of the genre include the 1978 Christmas tape from staff at Thames 
Television which included an especially contrived innuendo-laden edition of the 
children's show Rainbow and a 1979 Christmas tape from employees of Yorkshire 
Television which included a send-up of the popular ITV quiz 3-2-1, an adaptation of a 
popular television commercial of the time from the Italian car manufacturer Fiat and 
comments about YTV management following the strike which had put the network off 
the air a few months previously. 


The BBC VT inhouse team made Christmas tapes yearly - the ones produced between 
1977 and 1997 were commonly watched at Christmas parties. Due to distribution via 
GPO tower and UK playout, many were recorded off air and are now available. Many 
pioneering VT effects and now-common standards were trialled in these experimental 
outputs. 


External links[edit] 


e Description of Christmas tapes at bvws.org.uk 
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hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve it or 


discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to remove 
these template messages) 


This article is an orphan, as no other articles link to it. 
T" Please introduce links to this page from related articles; try 
the Find link tool for suggestions. (October 2015) 


This article needs additional citations for verification. (May 
2015) 


Computaris International Limited 


COMPUTARISC^? 


Computaris logo. 


Type Private 

Industry Software 

Founded February 4, 1992; 27 years ago 
England, U.K. 

Founder lan Tidder 


John Wolstencroft 


Area served Worldwide 


Key people Satinder Singh Rekhi 


(chairman) 
Raluca Rusu 


(President, CEO) 


Revenue 10.5 million GBP(2011) 
Number of 250 

employees 

Website Official website 


Computaris is a UK-based company owned by R Systems group that provides software 
development, system integration and technical consultancy services. Computaris 
operates from its technology centres in Poland, Romania, Moldova, USA, Malaysia, 
Philippines and India, being involved in solutions deployed worldwide at more than 80 
companies in the last 20 years. 


Computaris provides specialized services in the area of custom software development, 
cloud computing, DevOps, Internet of Things, mobile and web applications, SAP Hybris 
Billing, VoLTE. 


Computaris has acquired solid expertise in the area of convergent billing, 
messaging, SDP, VAS, provisioning, mediation, rating and charging, service 
management, mobile commerce, mobile payment systems, IN (SCP and IN 
Protocols), Next generation services, policy management, Business Intelligence and 
integration with GSM network elements (MSC, HLR, VLR, GGSN etc.).Uiteteron needed 


In the field of telecom quality assurance, Computaris has developed a testing 
automation tool for end-to-end testing, evaluation and validation of telecom services - 
TOP Testing Suite. The solution supports major protocols such as: Diameter, SS7, SIP, 
RTP, SMPP, and VoLTE testing. 


On 27 January 2011, R Systems International Limited announced that it has completed 
the acquisition of 100% shares of Computaris International Limited. <r needed 


Services| edit] 


e Software development 

e System integration 

e Testing 

e Maintenance and support 
e Technical consultancy 


Offices and development centres[edit] 


The company is headquartered in the UK and has offices and development centres 
across the world in Poland (Warsaw and Bialystok), Romania (Bucharest and Galati), 
Moldova (Chisinau), USA, Malaysia, Philippines and India. 


External links[edit] 


e Computaris website 
e R Systems International 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Computaris International profile". 
2. ^ "R Systems acquires Computaris Int'l for GBP 9 mn". 


e Wall-Street article 


e Computaris solutions - testing capabilities pag. 46 

e Convergence helps MVNOs to meet new challenges 

e Billing World article 

e PR announcing 2010 FY results 

e Opinion article: Policy Management & On-line Charging - Standard Based or 
Proprietary Solutions? 

e Opinion article: Eastern Europe is becoming a stronghold for business and 
technology innovation 

e Teleena chooses Computaris for their IN replacement project 

e Computaris rebands to express its commitment to quality 


“ea This article about a telecommunications company is a stub. You can help Wikipedia 
£M by expanding it. 
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Arqiva Crystal Palace 


Crystal Palace transmitting station (Greater London) 


Tower 219 metres (719 ft) 
height 


51.424167°N 0.075°WCoordinates: Q 
51.424167°N 0.075°W 


Coordinates 


Built 1956 


BBC region BBC London 


‘ITV region ITV London 


Local TV London Live 


service 


The Crystal Palace transmitting station, officially known as Arqiva Crystal Palace, 
is a broadcasting and telecommunications site in the Crystal Palace area of the London 
Borough of Bromley, England (grid reference TQ339712).! It is located on the site of the 
former television station and transmitter, operated by John Logie Baird, from 1933." 


The station is the eighth-tallest structure in London, and is best known as the main 
television transmitter for the London area. As such, it is the most important transmitter 
in the UK in terms of population covered. The transmitter is owned and operated 

by Arqiva. 


History and development/edit] 


At night 


The station was constructed in the mid-1950s among the ruins of the Crystal Palace. 
The Aquarium on whose site it stands was destroyed in 1941 during the demolition of 
the Palace's north water tower.“ (John Logie Baird's earlier transmitter and TV studios 
were a separate development at the other end of the Palace and perished with it in 
1936.4) Its new 219-metre (719 ft) tower was the tallest structure in London until the 
construction of One Canada Square at Canary Wharf in 1991. 


The first transmission from Crystal Palace took place on 28 March 1956, when it 
succeeded the transmitter at Alexandra Palace where the BBC had started the world's 


first scheduled television service in November 1936. In November 1956 the first colour 
test transmissions began from Crystal Palace, relaying live pictures from the studios at 
Alexandra Palace after BBC TV had closed down for the night. In May 1958 the first 
experimental Band V 625-line transmissions started from Crystal Palace. 


This tower was designed and built for BBC by British Insulated Callender's Construction 
Co Ltd with steelwork fabrication by Painter Brothers Ltd, Hereford. The tower was 
required to transmit television programmes with good reception in 1957 and has a total 
height of 708 feet (216 m). The base of the tower is 120 feet (37 m) to a side and it 
rises in twelve diminishing panels to a 14.5 feet (4.4 m) square platform at a height of 
429 feet (131 m). The tower was constructed using two masts as derricks, one 230 
feet (70 m) and the other 125 feet (38 m) high in conjunction with a winch. A 16mm film 
was produced of the construction by BICC at the time which was available on loan from 
the BICC Film Library. 


Innovationsiedit] 


The transmitter was the first in the UK to broadcast (experimentally) on 625 lines (UHF) 
in 1964, which it did on Channel 44. 


On 18 July 1986, with the First Night of the Proms on BBC2, the transmitter became the 
first in the world to transmit stereophonic sound using the NICAM digital sound system. 


Television(edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
material may be challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Crystal Palace transmitting 

station" - news * newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (April 2018) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


When built it transmitted BBC Television on the VHF 405-line system; the Croydon 
transmitter two miles away had been built some months earlier to broadcast ITV. 

When UHF transmissions started in 1964, first the new BBC2 and later both ITV and 
BBC1 were transmitted from Crystal Palace. 405-line VHF television was discontinued at 
the start of 1985, and from then all television broadcasts from Crystal Palace were on 
UHF. 


Crystal Palace did not transmit analogue Channel 5: this (alone) came from Croydon. 
Croydon had reserve transmitters for ITV and Channel 4, used in the event of a fault or 
maintenance at Crystal Palace. The BBC decided that a complete reserve was also a 
good idea and all four services became available from Croydon if required. 


The station carried the London regions of BBC One, BBC Two, ITV1 and Channel 4 in 
analogue, each with an effective radiated power of 1 MW, before the digital switchover 
took place during April 2012, as well as all six digital terrestrial television multiplexes. 
These had an ERP of 20 kW before switchover and 200 kW after, with 

considerable beam tilt to the south and east. With digital switchover completed all 
services come from Crystal Palace again, but because of the site's importance Croydon 
will be able to duplicate the PSB multiplexes in case of emergency. 

Although DTT requires far less power to achieve the same coverage as analogue TV, 
this 17 dB differencel«»es 253 js too large to ensure comparable coverage. The station 


therefore has a range of about 30 miles (48 km) for DTT, compared with about 60 miles 
(97 km) for analogue, !tatioaneeded 


Radioj(edit] 


It is also used for FM radio transmission of local radio stations BBC Radio London, Radio 
X, Capital Xtra and Absolute Radio, and a low-powered relay of the four BBC national FM 
services and Classic FM. It also has medium wave transmitters on 558 kHz (Panjab 
Radio), 720 kHz (BBC Radio 4) and 1035 kHz (Kismat Radio). Since the tower is 
grounded, a wire aerial span close to it is used for the MW services. 


Since 1995 the tower has been one of five London transmitters for 
the BBC DAB multiplex. This was joined in 1999 by the Digital One DAB service, and a 
further local DAB multiplex has since started transmitting. 


High definition(edit] 


In May 2006 it began broadcasting the first terrestrial HDTV signals in the UK to a trial 
group of 450 London homes to test HD broadcasts by the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Five, 
to assess the viability and potential problems of future nationwide HD broadcasting. On 
2 December 2009 the site entered service as one of the first DVB-T2 transmitters in the 
world, carrying a variant of the BBC's Multiplex B broadcasting high-definition TV 
services. 


Digital switchoverrjeait] 


The Government's plans for digital switchover were based on the use of almost all 
current analogue TV transmitter sites. Crystal Palace remains a key part of the network 
since analogue was switched off in the London area in April 2012. In July 2007 it was 
confirmed by Ofcom that Crystal Palace would remain an A group transmitter after DSO 
(digital switchover). This what partially reversed with the 700 MHz Clearance that 
resulted in the use of Channels 55 & 56 for digital television both outside the A Group. 
uu The transmitter is only one of two (the other being the ITV Granada transmitter 

at Winter Hill) that now solely provides high power ITV and BBC services for the whole of 
their region, although still supported by the usual network of relays. Between opening in 
1974 and January 1982 the main transmitter at Blue Bell Hill broadcast ITV 

London signals to much of north and central Kent. However reorganisation of franchises 
saw Blue Bell Hill transferred to a new dual-region of ITV South and South-East and from 
1 January 1982 Blue Bell Hill began broadcasting ITV Television South (better known as 
TVS). Bluebell Hill now transmits ITV Meridian and BBC South East. 


On 18 April 2012 a public lighting display was performed from the tower to mark the 
last day of analogue TV broadcasts from the transmitter.2222 


Channels listed by frequency[edit] 
Analogue radio (AM medium wave) |edit] 


Frequen k Sane 
cy WwW 
558 kHz 1 Panjab 
Radio 
720 kHz 0.75 E 


1035 kHz 225, Lyca Dil Se 


These frequencies were used by Lots Road until Tuesday 25 September 2007. 


Analogue radio (FM VHF) (edit) 
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cy Ww 


Service 
88.8 MHz 4t BBC Radio 2 
91.0 MHz 4t BBC Radio 3 


93.2 MHz 4t BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 
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98.5 MHz 4t BBC Radio 1 
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Digital radio (DAB) [edit] 


Frequen Bloc 
cy k 


222.064 MH 
Z 


11D 


223.936 MH 
Z 


12A 


225.648 MH 
Z 


12B 


6.5 


2l 


10 
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Digital One 


Switch London 11B 
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BBC National DAB 


Digital television(edit] 
After switchover| edit] 
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Analogue television [edit] 


Syst 
em 


DVB-T 


DVB-T 


DVB-T 


DVB-T 


DVB-T2 


DVB-T 


DVB-T2 


DVB-T2 


Freque 
ncy 


505.833 M 
Hz 


529.833 M 
Hz 


537.833 M 
Hz 


554.000 M 
Hz 


561.833 M 
Hz 


578.166 M 
Hz 


BBC Two analogue was shut down on UHF 33 on 4 April 2012 and ITV1 was moved from 
UHF 23 into its frequency temporarily. The other analogue services shut down on 18 


April 2012. 


34+ 
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ITV (Thames Television/ / 
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543.25 MHz | 30 Du Channel 4 
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See also[edit] 


A London portal 


e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 

e List of tallest buildings and structures in Great Britain 
e List of tallest towers in the world 

e Radio masts and towers 
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External links[edit] 


Wikimedia Commons 


has media related 
9 to Crystal Palace 


Transmitter. 


e The Transmission Gallery: Crystal Palace Transmitter photographs and information 
Pictures and info on Crystal Palace, including co-receivable transmitters 
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e Crystal Palace Transmitter at Structurae 

e Ofcom local transmitter advice 
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Evolutions Television 


Type Privately held company 


Industry Television post-production 


Genre Factual, entertainment 


Predecessor Nats Post Production 
Founded 1994 
Headquarters London 


United Kingdom 


Services Audio, editing, grading, design 
Revenue £10 million 
Website evolutions.tv 


Evolutions Television, commonly known as Evolutions (or more simply Evos), is a 
television post-production company in London, England. It has three sites across Soho: 
Great Pulteney Street, Sheraton Street, and a design facility on Wells Street called 
Earth. Evolutions has been used for programmes including The Apprentice, The F Word, 
and Top Gear. The company won the 2007 Broadcast Award for Post House of the Year, 
and in 2010, it was ranked ninth on Te/evisual magazine's "Facilities 50" list.) 


Evolutions had a building in Soho Square that it vacated in 2011, around the same time 
that its senior management team bought out Albion Ventures' stake in the company." 


Credits[edit] 
e Made in Chelsea e Stewart Lee's Comedy Vehicle 


e Seven Days e Sound 

e Ramsay's Best Restaurant e Cash in the Celebrity Attic 

e The Apprentice e [ran and the West 

e An Idiot Abroad e Weaponology 

e The Only Way Is Essex e Picture This]] 

e 71 Degrees North e Wife Swap 

e Top Gear e Police Camera Action! 

e Junior Apprentice e / Own Britain's Best Home and Garden 
e Ql e Gladiators 

e Biggest Loser e Rory and Paddy's Great British Adventure 
e Red Dwarf: Back to Earth e The One and Only... 

e Brit Cops: Zero Tolerance e Project Catwalk 


e The Victorians e Best of Friends 


e Hospital Heroes e Bring Back... Star Wars 


e Property Ladder e Grand Designs Live 
e Shipwrecked: Battle of the Islands e Long Way Down 
e Disaster Eye Witness e Fur TV 


e The Secret Millionaire 


See also[edit] 


e Soho media and post-production community 
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F:IlmFlex 


The FilmFlex logo 


FilmFlex, is an on-demand movie rental services provider, claiming to be largest 
outside the US.” 


The service originally launched as a joint venture between Sony Pictures 
Television and The Walt Disney Company,” but it was sold in 2014 to Vubiquity."! 


Virgin Movies[edit] 


Virgin Movies makes up part of Virgin Media's "On Demand" video on demand system. 
Virgin Movies has been available on Virgin since January 2005 and saw over 11 million 
films watched on demand in 2009.“ FilmFlex replaced Front Row which was a near 
video on demand pay-per-view service which was initially available on analogue cable 
from 1997, switching to digital when digital cable services launched from late 1999 
onwards. On 13 September 2012, the FilmFlex service was rebranded as Virgin Movies 
on the cable platform. 


Virgin Movies provides over 500 movies some of which are available in HD (high 
definition), which are available at any time for the viewer to watch when they want to. 
Viewers can search for a movie by title, genre, cast or director. Once a movie has been 
ordered it can be viewed any time within the next 24 hours before it has to be paid for 
again. The movie can also be viewed as many times as the viewer likes within the 24 
hours for no additional cost. Once viewers are watching a movie they have full control 
over it by the use of pause, rewind and fast forward functions, much like a DVD. 


All genres of movies are available ranging from Hollywood blockbusters to action, 
adventure, horror, comedy, romance and classic movies. 


On 8 February 2013, the two companies signed a multi-year deal, with investment in 
the development of next-gen functionality on Virgin Movies, including "multi-device 
playback" through Virgin TV Anywhere. 


Virgin Media Online Moviesieait] 


On 26 April 2010, Virgin Media announced the launch of its first online movies service: 
Virgin Media Online Movies.® All rentals will offer unlimited streamed views for 48 hours 
SO Viewers can pause, rewind and watch again, plus the film can be watched wherever 
the account holder logs on. Virgin Media Online Movies is powered by FilmFlex, the 
service is delivered over the web using Microsoft Silverlight and will initially present 
movies in standard definition.“ A HD version of the service was tested, although as of 
2012 has not been made available. 


Penny Movies Festival[eadit] 


From 30 March 2007 Virgin Media ran a movies promotion called the 'Penny Movies 
Festival'. The promotion was run over five weeks and each week focused on a different 
genre. Week one: blockbusters, week two: family favourites, week three: cult classics, 
week four: comedy, week five: action adventure. 


Each week viewers could vote on the Virgin Media website for their favourite movie out 
of a selection of 15 movies and the winning movie would be available to view on the On 
Demand service, during the next week for the price of 1p. 


The festival returned in 2008. 


FilmA4oD[edit] 
Main article: Film4oD 


Channel 4 partnered with FilmFlex to launch an online video on-demand service 
for Film4. Film4oD, which officially launched on 1 November 2010, has more than 500 
films available for 48-hour rental online. 


HMVon-demand/edit] 


In November 2011, HMV Group partnered with FilmFlex to launch the online video on- 
demand service HMVon-demand.#! The online service offers content available on a 
rental basis for consumers to stream or download to view offline, with other models 
planned including download-to-own and cloud-based locker services. FilmFlex manage 
all digital rights and security on behalf of HMV and are responsible for the website build 
and platform operation; content management; billing and customer service as well as 
on-site promotion. HMV initially promoted the service with a soft launch through its 
hmv.com store, with the main launch activity beginning in January 2012. 


On 30 October 2011, FilmFlex launched the EE Film store together with EE, to coincide 
with the launch of its 4G service.2? The service is a combined cinema ticketing, listings, 
trailers and film download platform, which is also available via computers and features 
pause and play functionality, allowing viewers to start watching on one device and finish 
on another. 


^ Jump up to:? 2 "HMV, FilmFlex launch VOD service". Rapid TV News. 24 November 2011. 

^ "Sony, Disney VoD JV wins EC approval". The Register. 11 November 2004. 

^ https://www.broadbandtvnews.com/2014/05/28/vubiquity-snaps-up-fil mflex/ 

^ "Telewest Broadband launches first wave of TV-on-demand services with FilmFlex". 

Telewest. 18 January 2005. Archived from the original on 14 July 2012. Retrieved 1 

November 2010. 

5. ^ Jump up to: ? "Virgin Media launches first online movies service". 26 April 2010. 
Archived from the original on 28 July 2012. 

6. ^ "New look on demand movies unveiled by Virgin Media". 13 September 2012. Archived 

from the original on 5 February 2013. Retrieved 13 September 2012. 

^ "Virgin Movies to get multi-device playback". Digital Spy. 8 February 2013. 

^ "Virgin Media fires up movie streaming service". Reg Hardware. 26 April 2010. 

^ "Channel 4 launches Film4 on-demand". Digital Spy. 1 November 2010. 

^ "UK's AGEE to offer film service from FilmFlex". Digital TV Europe. 23 October 2012. 
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External links[edit] _ 


e Official website 

e Virgin Movies website 
e Film4oD website 

e EE Film website 


e Filmflex Ratings Currently available movies listed by ratings according to Rotten 
Tomatoes, Metacritic etc. 


FilmA4oD 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


Film4oD 


EO 


Original Channel Four Television Corporation 


author(s) 


Developer(s) FilmFlex 


Initial release 1 November 2010 


Platform Windows (XP, Vista, 7) 
Mac OS X (10.4.8, 10.5, 10.6) 


Available in English 
Type Video on demand 
Website http://film4od.film4.com/ 


Film4oD was a UK based video on demand service for Film4, from Channel Four 
Television Corporation and FilmFlex.™ Film4oD officially launched on 1 November 2010, 
following two years of development by FilmFlex, with more than 500 films available at 
launch. Film4oD has more new releases available to rent 

than iTunes, LoveFilm or Blinkbox, with many films available on the same day as DVD 
release and some on the same day as cinema release." 


Films are available for 48-hour rental and are streamed online using Microsoft 
Silverlight requiring a minimum broadband speed of 2 Mbit/s.^ A download-to-rent 
option was added on 26 September 2011, allowing films to be watched while offline." 


Closure[edit] 


The closure of the service was announced in early 2015 and it ceased business in July of 
that year. 


Television platforms[edit] 
TalkTalk TV [edit] 


A separate Film 4 on Demand service is available on TalkTalk TV, this service is 
separate from the web base service and offers films for free to TalkTalk TV customers 
on channel 183. Film 4 on Demand shows a wide range of films that include British 
film, US independent films, Hollywood blockbusters, drama and comedy, guilty 
pleasures, foreign and cult cinema. 


YouView edit] 


Film4o0D was among the prospective content partners for YouView, however Film4oD 
was not available on the service at its launch in July 2012. 


See also[edit] 


References[edit] 


^ "Channel 4 launches Film4 on-demand". Digital Spy. 1 November 2010. 
^ "Channel 4 launches Film4oD". Guardian.co.uk. 1 November 2010. 


^ "Channel 4 pulls out the stops for the release of 127 Hours on Film4oD". Channel 4. 6 
June 2011. 


^ "Film4OD streams movies to your browser from only 50p". CNET. 2 November 2010. 
^ "Film4oD adds download-to-rent option". Digital Spy. 26 September 2011. 

^ "Tiscali TV package review". TechRadar. 27 September 2009. 

^ "Film 4 on Demand". TalkTalk TV. Retrieved 11 August 2011. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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For other uses, see Ministry of Communications. 


For the Federal Office of Communications in Switzerland, also known as OFCOM, 
see Federal Department of Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications. 


Office of Communications 
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Ofcom offices at Riverside House, Bankside, next to 
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Formation 
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Legal 


status 


Purpose 


Headquart 
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Location 


Region 
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language 


Southwark Bridge in London 


Ofcom 


29 December 2003 


Statutory corporation 


Created by Office of Communications Act 


20021! 


Regulator and competition authority for 
broadcasting, postal 
services, telecommunications and 


radiocommunications spectrum 


London, England 


* London, Belfast, Cardiff, Caterham, 


Glasgow, Warrington 


United Kingdom 


English, Welsh 


Chairman 


Lord Burns 
Chief Sharon White 
Executive 
Main Board of Directors 
organ 
Website ofcom.org.uk 


The Office of Communications (Welsh: Y Swyddfa Gyfathrebiadau), commonly known 
as Ofcom, is the UK government-approved regulatory and competition authority for the 
broadcasting, telecommunications and postal industries of the United Kingdom. 


Ofcom has wide-ranging powers across the television, radio, telecoms and postal 
sectors. It has a statutory duty to represent the interests of citizens and consumers by 
promoting competition and protecting the public from harmful or offensive material. 211 


Some of the main areas Ofcom presides over are licensing, research, codes and policies, 
complaints, competition and protecting the radio spectrum from abuse (e.g. pirate radio 
stations). 


The regulator was initially established by the Office of Communications Act 2002 and 
received its full authority from the Communications Act 2003.4 


History[edit] 


The creation of Ofcom was announced in the Queen's Speech to the UK Parliament, in 
June 2001. The new body, which would replace several existing authorities, was 
conceived as a "super-regulator" to oversee media channels that were rapidly 
converging through digital transmission.“ Ofcom launched on 29 December 2003, 
formally inheriting the duties that had previously been the responsibility of five different 
regulators: 


e the Broadcasting Standards Commission 
e the Independent Television Commission 
e the Office of Telecommunications (Oftel) 
e the Radio Authority 

e the Radiocommunications Agency 


In July 2009, Conservative party opposition leader David Cameron said in a speech 
against the proliferation of quangos that: 


With a Conservative government, Ofcom as we know it will cease to exist... Its remit will 
be restricted to its narrow technical and enforcement roles. It will no longer play a role 
in making policy. And the policy-making functions it has today will be transferred back 
fully to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.:sz 


Under Cameron's subsequent premiership of the 2010 UK coalition government, 
the Public Bodies Act 2011 did remove or modify several of Ofcom's duties, although it 
did not substantially reduce Ofcom's remit.® 


On 1 October 2011, Ofcom took over responsibility for regulating the postal services 
industry from the Postal Services Commission (Postcomm). 


In April 2015, Ofcom announced that telephone companies would have to provide 
customers with a set charge for the cost of calling numbers starting 084, 087 and 09. 
The streamlining of these charges must be printed in each customer's contract and 
monthly bills. The change came into force on 1 July 2015 and affected over 175 million 
phone numbers, making it the biggest overhaul of telephoning in over a decade.“ 


On 1 January 2016, the regulation of video on demand was transferred to Ofcom 
from ATVOD, the Authority for Television on Demand." 


The Digital Economy Act 2017 extended Ofcom's remit and powers. Ofcom were given 
powers concerning the minimum broadband speed provided by Internet service 
providers, the ability to financially penalise communications providers for failing to 
comply with licence commitments and the power to require public service 

broadcasters to include a minimum quantity of children's programming made in the 
United Kingdom. The act also transferred to Ofcom the regulation of the BBC, a duty 
previously undertaken by the BBC Trust, ::£ez and updated the Ofcom Electronic 
Communications Code to make it easier for telecommunications companies to erect and 
extend mobile masts.) 


News International phone hacking scandal 
Main article: News International phone hacking scandal 


In July 2011, in the wake of the News International phone hacking scandal, Ofcom came 
under pressure to launch an inquiry into whether the parent company of News 
International, News Corporation, was still the "fit and proper" owner of a controlling 
stake in the satellite broadcasting company British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB). On 13 July 
former Prime Minister Gordon Brown urged Ofcom to launch an investigation.“ On 15 
July the Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg stated that the Government would launch a 
review of laws on what constituted a "fit and proper" owner for broadcasting companies 
in the United Kingdom, and that anyone found not to meet that standard can be forced 
to give up their current holdings in a company." 


On 22 July 2011, it was reported that Ofcom had begun an investigation into whether 
the phone-hacking scandal may have changed BSkyB's status as the "fit and proper" 
holder of a UK broadcasting licence.22 On the same day Ed Richards, the then chief 
executive of Ofcom, replied to Simon Hughes MP, Don Foster MP and Tim Farron MP 
following a letter which they had written to him on 8 July concerning News Corporation's 
shareholding in BSkyB.5? In the letter Richards confirmed that Ofcom considers that 
News Corporation's current shareholding of 39.1496 in BSkyB does give it a material 
influence over the company; that Ofcom is not precluded from acting by ongoing police 
investigations; and that Ofcom's process is not dependent upon a criminal conviction 
being secured.5s 


In April 2012, Ofcom's probe moved from a monitoring phase to an "evidence 
gathering" phase.22 


Timeline of Communications Regulators (1953-present) 
[edit] 


Satellite 


Cable 


* Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications24 
Activities[ edit] 
Television and radioreait] 


Ofcom licenses all UK commercial television and radio services in the UK. Broadcasters 
must comply by the terms of their licence, or risk having it revoked. Ofcom also 
publishes the Broadcasting Code, a series of rules which all broadcast content on 
television and radio must follow.2u The Broadcasting Code requires that content 
inappropriate for children should not be broadcast between the hours of 5:30 a.m. and 
9:00 p.m. Premium-rate film services may broadcast content equivalent to a BBFC 15 
certificate at any time of day provided a PIN-protected system is in place to restrict 
access to those authorised to view it.22 The broadcasting of pornography with a 

BBFC R18 certificate is not permitted.23 In 2010 Ofcom revoked the licences of four 
free-to-air television channels for promoting adult chat services during daytime hours 
and transmitting content that was too sexually explicit. The companies involved were 
fined £157,250.24 Ofcom's jurisdiction does not cover television and radio channels 
which are broadcast in the UK but licensed abroad. In 2012 Ofcom lodged a complaint 
with the Dutch media regulator regarding the content of adult chat television channels 
which are broadcast in the UK but licensed in the Netherlands.z: Based on a survey of 
200 British respondents, Ofcom published in 2016 a list of about 50 words classified in 
four grades of offensiveness, from "milder" to "strongest."2e! 


Telephone and broadband(edit] 


Ofcom regulates the UK telecoms sector, defining and enforcing the conditions by which 
all mobile and fixed-line phone and broadband companies must abide. These 'general 
conditions' are wide-ranging rules relating to matters such as telephone numbering, 
emergency services, sales, marketing and interconnection standards. Ofcom's 
investigation unit monitors compliance with the conditions and resolves disputes 
between providers. 


Ofcom is also the competition authority for telecoms, enforcing remedies in markets 
where it believes dominant operators may have a potentially harmful influence on 
competition or consumers. One of its most high-profile interventions was to require BT 


to split its wholesale and retail arms into separate companies, bringing about the 
creation of Openreach which supplies wholesale services to both BT Retail and 
competing providers.) 


On 1 July 2015, Ofcom made a number of changes to the way phone calls to UK service 
numbers would be charged. Under the new legislation, which was promoted by an 
information campaign entitled UK Calling,?? call charges must be clearly stated on all 
materials that advertise a service number. The changes came after research found that 
callers are often confused about service call charges, and thus can avoid calling these 
numbers. The July 2015 changes also saw 'freephone numbers' 0800 and 0808 become 
free to call from both mobiles and landlines.2?! 


In March 2016, Ofcom launched an interactive "Mobile coverage and fixed broadband 
checker",22 allowing people to check mobile coverage and broadband speeds via their 
post code. 


Spectrum licensing and protection(edit] 


Ofcom is responsible for the management, regulation, assignment and licensing of 

the electromagnetic spectrum in the UK, and licenses portions of it for use in television 
and radio broadcasts, mobile phone transmissions, private communications networks, 
wireless devices and so on. The process of licensing varies depending on the type of use 
required. Some licences simply have to be applied and paid for, other commercial 
licences are subject to a bidding process. Most of the procedures in place have been 
inherited from the systems used by the previous regulators. However, Ofcom may 
change some of these processes in future. 


Ofcom protects the radio spectrum in a number of ways: 


e Working within international organisations (ITU, CEPT and BEREC). 

e Licensing UK-controlled commercial radio spectrum; the Ministry of Defence controls 
its own spectrum. Within the international framework for frequency use; Ofcom 
liaises through the UK Government to produce the UKFAT (UK Frequency Allocation 
Table). The current table was produced in 2017. 

e Investigate and, when necessary, carry out enforcement activities to clear 
interference or illegal use from the spectrum. Until June 2010 Ofcom investigated all 
interference cases within the UK. Interference reporting has now been transferred to 
the BBC. This contract specifically excludes any requirement to investigate 
interference relating to AM radio reception.“ Commercial and spectrum licence 
holders report to Ofcom and in all cases illegal ("pirate") radio operations are still 
reported to Ofcom. 


Postal services/edit] 


In October 2010 the government announced plans for Ofcom to inherit the functions 
of Postcomm as part of a wider set of public service sell-off measures.22 Following 

the Postal Services Act 2011 regulatory responsibility for postal services transferred to 
Ofcom on 1 October 2011, with its primary duty to maintain the UK's six-day-a-week 
universal postal service. 


Consultationsiedit] 


Ofcom makes extensive use of consultations with industry and the public to help it 
make decisions based upon the evidence presented. Consultation processes begin with 
publishing documents on its website,22 asking for views and responses. If the document 


is perceived to be long and complicated, a plain English summary is usually published 
as well. A period, usually of 10 weeks, is allowed for interested persons, companies or 
organisations to send in their responses to the consultation. 


After this consultation period, Ofcom publishes all the responses on its website, 
excluding any personal or confidential information. Ofcom then prepares a summary of 
the responses received, and uses this information as a basis for its decisions.5*« 


Leadership[edit] 
Current(edit] 


Lord (Terry) Burns was appointed as chairman of Ofcom for a four-year term from 1 
January 2018.53 


Sharon White became Ofcom's chief executive in 2015, replacing Ed Richards.» 


On 15 March 2016 it was announced that Steve Gettings would become Corporation 
Secretary in succession to Graham Howell.22 


Historical [edit] 


The first chairman of Ofcom (2002-2009) was David Currie, Dean of Cass Business 
School at City University and a life peer under the title Lord Currie of Marylebone. The 
first chief executive (2003-2007) was Stephen Carter, Baron Carter of Barnes, formerly 
a senior executive of JWT UK and NTL and subsequently a Minister for Communications, 
Technology and Broadcasting.2# 


Colette Bowe was appointed Ofcom chairman with effect from 11 March 2009.2249l41 She 
was the founding chairman of the Telecoms Ombudsman Council, and chaired Ofcom's 
Consumer Panel from its inception in 2003 to December 2007. 


Dame Patricia Hodgson DBE was appointed as chairman of Ofcom for a three-year term 
from April 2014. She was a member of the Ofcom board from July 2011 and became 
deputy chairman in January 2012.2! On 18 July 2016 it was announced that her term 
would be extended for a further year until 2018.42) 


Key personnel [edit] 


Ofcom's key personnel are: 


* Chief executive, Sharon White 
e Board members: 

o DrStephen Unger, appointed April 2015 
Graham Mather, appointed June 2014 
Jonathan Oxley, appointed January 2015 
Ben Verwaayen 
Nick Pollard, appointed November 2016 
Tim Suter, appointed 29 September 201742 
o David Jones, appointed 8 April 2019 


Oooooo 


Ofcom publishes a register of disclosable interests of the Ofcom board.:s& 


Ofcom committees[edit] 


Ofcom has a number of committees and advisory bodies which inform the Ofcom Board 
and Executive. These include:“4 


e Communications Consumer Panel (CCP) 
e Advisory Committee for Older and Disabled People (ACOD) 
e Risk and Audit Committee 

e Nominations Committee 

e Remuneration Committee 

e Election Committee 

e Non-Executive Remuneration Committee 
e Nations Committee 

e Advisory Committee for England 

e Advisory Committee for Northern Ireland 
e Advisory Committee for Scotland 

e Advisory Committee for Wales 

e Community Radio Fund Panel 

e Ofcom Spectrum Advisory Board (OSAB) 
e Broadcast Licensing Committee 


Controversies[edit] 
Expenditure{(edit] 


Ofcom has received criticism for incurring unnecessary costs as a result of "extravagant 
Thames-side offices" and a "top-heavy salary bill",43 for inflexibility in its regulation of 
commercial radio,“” and for "poor service".© In response to ongoing expenditure 
concerns, Ofcom made the following statement regarding the 2017/2018 budget: 
"Ofcom has delivered 12 consecutive years of like-for-like real-terms budget reductions, 
and we will continue to reduce spending wherever we can."3u 


Al Jazeeraieait] 


The Qatar-based newsmedia outlet was reported to Ofcom in January 2017, following 
an exposé about Israeli diplomatic? corp irregularities and influence peddling amongst 
political and student groups in the UK. After investigations exceeding eight months, 
Ofcom reported that Al Jazeera was in line with journalism standards and cleared the 
filmmakers of the allegations.= 


Press TVieait] 


In May 2011, Ofcom ruled that Press TV, an Iranian English-language satellite channel, 
was responsible for a serious breach of UK broadcasting rules and could face a fine for 
airing an interview with Maziar Bahari, the Newsweek journalist arrested covering 

the Iranian presidential election in 2009, that was obtained by force while he was held 
in a Tehran jail.5*! 


Upon the release of Ofcom's findings, Press TV claimed that Maziar Bahari was 

"an MI6 contact person"! taking guidance from "The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, protocol No. 7".57 Press TV called Ofcom's ruling "part of an anti-Iranian 
campaign," and that "A quick look at senior decision makers at OFCOM demonstrates 


that the regulator is mostly made up of former Channel 4 and BBC executives, some of 
whom are well-linked to and influenced by powerful pro-Israeli politicians." sasa 


Sitefinder database and freedom of information(edit] 


The Sitefinder database is a national database of mobile phone base stations in the UK. 
It |n September 2007 an Information Tribunal ruled that the public should have access 
to the database under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.5% However, as Ofcom has 
no legal power to force mobile phone operators to add information to the database, UK 
mobile phone operators consequently ceased updating it.22 Ofcom appealed against the 
Freedom of Information Act ruling, together with one UK mobile operator - T-Mobile. 

£2 This has led to accusations of the organisation's complicity with the mobile 
telecommunications industry in keeping information about mast locations secret. 

31 Ofcom's stated reasons for the appeal have ranged from "preventing terrorist 
attacks" on the sites of phone masts to "protecting the intellectual property" of the 
mobile telecommunications industry. 


In April 2008, the High Court found in favour of the Information Commissioner's 

Office and over-ruled Ofcom's objections. Ofcom appealed to the Supreme Court, who in 
turn referred a point of law to the European Court of Justice, and then in October 2011 
ordered that the matter should be remitted to the Information Rights Tribunal to 
reconsider the public interest balancing exercise.“ On 12 December 2012, the 
Information Rights Tribunal upheld its decision of 4 September 2007.5: 


Deryn Consulting controversy(edit] 


In 2017 Ofcom's advisory committee for Wales awarded Deryn Consulting a contract to 
monitor the National Assembly for Wales and Welsh Government. It was subsequently 
reported that the contract had not been put out to tender and that Huw Roberts 

and Nerys Evans held positions for both Deryn and Ofcom.5seis? The contract was 
terminated! and Ofcom concluded that it had broken its own procurement rules. © 


See also[edit] 


e Advertising Standards Authority 

e Annan Committee, that in 1977 recommended the establishment of a Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission 

e Broadband stakeholder group 

e Office of Fair Trading 

e Press Complaints Commission 


e ATVOD 
e ITSPA 
e ISPA 


e Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation (CTO) 
e International Telecommunication Union 
e List of telecommunications regulatory bodies 
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A regional variation generally refers to times when a radio station or television station 
simultaneously broadcasts different programmes, continuity or advertisements to 


different parts of its coverage area. This may be so as to provide programming specific 
to a particular region, such as local news or may be so as to allow advertisements to be 
targeted to a particular area. 


Some regional variations are the consequence of a federal style television network or 
radio network where a local station is part of a larger broadcast network and broadcasts 
the network's programmes some of the time and its own programming the rest of the 
time. The latter is therefore sometimes considered a regional variation. Examples of this 
include the UK's ITV network throughout much of its history, and American 

network affiliate stations. 


Regional variation is also a common term used in British television listings publications, 
such as magazines and newspapers, to show the different programmes broadcast in 
different areas of the country. 


Technicalities of regional variations[edit] 


Traditionally, regional variations depend on a network or service broadcasting over 
multiple transmitters. Typically a 'network' feed will originate from a central location, 
such as BBC Television Centre, and be fed to all transmitters. Local offices or regional 
contractors would then be said to opt out of this feed when they switch to feeding the 
transmitter(s) with locally originated content and to opt in when returning to a national 
feed. Opt-ins and opt-outs were often quite noticeable in earlier days for causing the 
picture distortion such as jumping and rolling as the feed was switched; such effects are 
still noticeable today, though less obvious. 


Whilst the BBC originated its network feed from the same place (Television Centre) ITV 
in earlier days would originate its feed from the broadcaster which made the 
programme. 


Satellite services such as Sky Digital often offer regional variations by transmitting 
duplicate feeds of the same station for each region traditionally covered by groups of 
transmitters as an arguably costly way to provide regional variations within an area 
covered by the same satellite. Both the BBC and ITV do this, as do Channel 4 and 
Channel Five for advertisements. The digital set top box will determine which version of 
the channel to supply based on a list of post codes corresponding to the details on the 
user's smart card. 


Opt-out[edit] 


Opt-out is a term used in broadcasting when a nation or region splits from the main 
national output. In the United Kingdom, BBC One Scotland, BBC One Northern 
Ireland and BBC One Wales often opt out of the main BBC One schedule in favour of 
regionally relevant programming. 


In a similar manner, local television newsrooms present regional news following national 
news bulletins—the practice having been popularised by current affairs 

programmes Nationwide and Sixty Minutes—after which they would opt into the 
national programme again. Opting out wase also common throughout telethons, such 
as Children in Need, where regions separate to transmit local coverage. 


The term "opt-out" is a peculiarly British idiom when applied to broadcasting, while used 
to describe the occurrence of regional events in an otherwise national stream the term 
has fallen into technical misuse.cererenzeecen Of the British broadcasters, really only the 


BBC ever opts out within the proper technical meaning of the term and then only in its 
English regions. 


Technical description(edit] 


An opt-out is the process of a regional entity inserting its output into a tributary of an 
otherwise complete national broadcast distribution feed, creating a local variation in 
output. 


Being a non-commercial broadcaster, the BBC has no need to play out local commercial 
spots, thus a regional node will typically only output programme material during the 
local news. Rather than each region having to control or monitor output that is being 
relayed from a central source, the region will step back from the network, allowing the 
central source to directly feed its transmitters. The central source is a national feed, 
which is complete in itself including all continuity, timing, announcement and 
programme elements. The region interposes to broadcast its element locally, in place of 
a programme in the national feed, by bringing itself into the network (cold-opt) in 
preparation for the start of the regional element (warm-opt). = 


Within BBC English Regions, the opt-out usually takes place within equipment located 
within the region's own central technical area. This is not always the case though; for 
instance the output from BBC Hull, which feeds the Belmont transmitter, is actually 
switched at BBC Leeds, and the Channel Islands opt-out occurs at Plymouth of the UK 
mainland, although the programme content comes from both Plymouth and Jersey. 
Considerable variation can exist between the signal paths for digital (DTT and DSat) and 
analogue transmissions, leading to great complexity in the opt-out logic. 


Commercial broadcasters such as ITV, Channel 4 (with S4C) and Channel 5 distribute 
their programmes to regions complete with local advertising and regional programme 
variations. Regional programmes, although they may be produced in a particular region, 
are sent to a centralised play-out facility as contributions for insertion into the regional 
broadcast feed. BBC programmes in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are broadcast 
from their own play-out facilities in Glasgow, Cardiff and Belfast, although receiving live 
and recorded programmes from London they continuously monitor their own output. 
Thus they do not actually "opt out". 


By country[edit] 
Canada(edit] 


Commercial television in Canada generally used a model similar to the U.S., with 
networks composed of first-party "owned and operated stations", and third-party 
affiliates. However, from the 1990s through the 2000s, including CTV Television and its 
gradual takeover by Baton Broadcasting, and Canwest's acquisition of Western 
International Communications to expand the Global Television Network and build a 
secondary television system, Canada's major commercial networks were largely 
consolidated under their respective conglomerate owners; CTV, Global, Citytv, and most 
of their respective stations are owned by Bell Media, Corus Entertainment, and Rogers 
Media respectively. 


The major English-language networks, including advertising-funded public network CBC 
Television, have largely used consistent scheduling (besides time zone variations, and 
adjustments to allow for simultaneous substitution of syndicated programming carried 
by U.S. broadcast stations available from a nearby market), branding and on-air 
continuity, with little variation besides local newscasts and public affairs programs (for 


example, some CTV stations, especially in Western Canada, substitute the network's 
national morning show Your Morning for the local format CTV Morning Live). There are 
relatively few third-party affiliate stations of Canada's commercial networks; they 
typically follow the schedule of an O&O in a nearby major market, but with opt-outs for 
local newscasts and other local programming, and may also simulcast the station's 
newscasts in timeslots where they do not air their own (essentially acting as a third- 
party semi-satellite). 


Corus-owned CTV affiliates substituted CTV News programs with Global News programs, 
and CHEX-TV-2 additionally branded as "Global Durham" despite otherwise being a CTV 
affiliate. CHEX-DT/Peterborough is within the range of CTV's Toronto station CFTO-DT, 
and both are carried on cable locally; the stations ultimately became Global stations 
after the affiliation expired. These stations were previously private CBC affiliates; 
when Hockey Night in Canada aired games regionally, CHEX aired an alternate game 
over CBC's Toronto station CBLT-DT to provide an additional option for viewers where 
both stations were readily available. 


CJON-DT has more significant variations due to having sublicensed different types of 
programming from Global, CTV, and Yes TV. 


Franceredit] 


Regional elements are inserted into the French public broadcaster France 3 (France 
Régions 3, or FR3 for short) by opting out from a national service broadcast from Paris. 


Italy[edit] 
Public television channel Rai Tre provides regional news programming. 
Philippines[edit] 


In general, the programming lineup from a television network's flagship station (usually 
based in Metro Manila) is simulcast almost in its entirety across that network's regional 
stations. However, networks like ABS-CBN, PTV, and GMA have regional news 
programmes in selected parts of the country (each network decides how many different 
regional variations it wishes to have and which provinces constitute which viewing 
region). Previously, ABS-CBN's regional stations used to feature regional programmes 
beyond news; however, most of them have been cancelled due to cost-cutting 
measures and preparations for the impending digital switchover. = Sometimes, whilst 
network programming is ongoing, stations may insert a ticker tape of advertisements 
from local/regional companies. 


Sweden(edit] 


Although Sweden's public television channels - SVT1 and SVT2 - have regional 
variations; the actual amount of airtime allocated for regional opt-outs is very small and 
is only limited to news updates. During weekday mornings from 06.00 to 09.00 local 
time, these regional news updates are embedded into SVT's flagship morning news 
programme Morgonstudion. A longer regional news bulletin (approximately 13 minutes 
long) is shown at 18.30 on SVT1. A shorter five-minute update follows at 19.55 

after Rapport SVT1. A final news update is shown at 21.45 after the 

main Aktuellt newscast on SVT2. SVT does not have opt-out programming on Saturdays. 


United Kingdomrieait] 


The BBC has traditionally offered regional variations across many of its services. 

The Home Service and its successor Radio 4 provided regional variations until the early 
1980s when Local Radio took over these responsibilities. BBC One and the BBC 
Television Service have provided variations in the English regions throughout most of 
their history, and continues to do so today (mainly News and current 

affairs programming). In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, BBC One has to a large 
degree been operated as a separate television channel, rather than a variant on BBC 
One as broadcast in England. 


BBC Two has in the past broadcast variations within the English regions, though now 
only has variations for Wales and Northern Ireland. BBC Two Scotland was discontinued 
in 2019 and replaced by the national version, and was succeeded in purpose by the 
new BBC Scotland channel—which carries a nightly lineup of programming of relevance 
to Scotland. The channel is still effectively a regional variation of BBC Two (albeit 
operating in parallel with the English regions' version rather than as a substitute of it), 
as it simulcasts BBC Two outside of its main broadcast hours. BBC Choice also briefly 
had regional variations for these areas. 


ITV was originally established as a network of some 14 separate companies, each 
designated a region of coverage (see History of ITV). Each company provided a mixture 
of local programming for its own coverage area, as well as airing nationwide networked 
programmes (usually produced by one of the contractors). ITV has traditionally included 
more regional variations than the BBC, though since consolidation and majority 
ownership by ITV plc regional variations on the network are far fewer, and often no 
more than the minimum requirements as set by Ofcom. 


Channel 4 and Channel 5 provide no regional variations for programming or continuity, 
but do sell localized advertising. A notable exception was S4C, a channel in Wales which 
broadcast in place of Channel 4, and primarily broadcast Welsh-language programming 
of interest to the local audience, as well as programming acquired from Channel 4 (but 
not always in pattern). Although SAC was a de facto regional variation of Channel 4, it 
was a separate channel in its own right. During the transition to digital television, 
Channel 4 became available over-the-air in Wales on Freeview alongside SAC, resulting 
in the channel dropping its non-Welsh programming. 


Sky News and Sky1 also provide a variant of their stations for the Republic of Ireland, 
although specific Sky News coverage for the Republic of Ireland is extremely limited, 
due in part to the channel with Irish content closing on 3 November 2006, and Sky1's 
variant is purely an advertising opt-out. 


United Statesieait] 


In the United States, all broadcast television networks utilize a model wherein individual 
stations within a media market are affiliated with a specific network, in an agreement 
similar to a franchise. An affiliation gives the station the privilege to broadcast the 
network's national programming (which typically covers primetime programming, and in 
some cases may also include news programming, programs in other dayparts such as 
daytime and late-night, as well as national sports broadcasts), incorporate the network's 
name and logo into their on-air brand (more often than not, affiliates are required to 
incorporate the network brand into their branding in some form), and sell blocks of local 
advertising time during network programs. 


Each network has a group of stations that are owned and operated (O&O) by their 
respective parent company; they are more common in larger, major metropolitan 
markets such as Los Angeles and New York City, whose stations are traditionally 
considered the flagship stations of their respective network. As individual broadcasters 
are subject to a market cap limit to prevent concentration of media ownership, O&O 
stations are typically limited to key markets; the remainder of the network consists of 
affiliates owned by third-party broadcasters independent from the network's owner 
(including companies such as Hearst Television, Nexstar Media Group, and Tegna, 

Inc. among others). Networks typically restrict a media market (as defined by 

the Nielsen Company) to one affiliate each, but there have been grandfathered 
exceptions in certain markets due to historical precedents (such as an affiliate whose 
signal did not sufficiently cover the entirety of the market in the era of analog television 
—such as the cases of the ABC affiliates WZZM/Grand Rapids and WOTV/Battle Creek, 
and the fellow pair of WFTS-TV/Tampa and WWSB-TV/Sarasota—a grandfathered case 
that factored in the Tampa market's previous ABC affiliate, the present-day WTSP). 


Besides considerations for time zones, especially in regards to live programs and how 
they may impact scheduling of other programming, the schedule of network 
programming is generally consistent between affiliates. Networked programming 
contains national continuity and advertising, but affiliates are given time for local 
continuity and advertising. Programming outside of the network schedule is generally 
the responsibility of the individual station, and typically consists of 

local newscasts, syndicated programming acquired by the station, and other locally 
produced programs. Off-peak hours (such as early-morning hours) are often 
programmed with infomercials and other forms of brokered programming, burn-off and 
repeats of syndicated programs, while the Big Three television networks provide 
overnight newscasts: the majority of U.S. stations no longer sign off at the end of their 
broadcast day. Stations may, from time to time, preempt network programs to 

air special programming of local interest (such as sporting events and coverage of local 
celebrations); affiliation contracts may contain restrictions on often this can be done, 
and may require the displaced programming to be moved to either a sister station 

or digital subchannel (the latter becoming more common since the transition to digital 
terrestrial television), or pre-empted to a different time period (such as during the late- 
night hours). 


Due to these practices, the major English-language networks do not have a full, 
centralized schedule (although the major networks do have the ability, at the discretion 
of affiliates in certain cases, to interrupt programming on all affiliates to 

broadcast special news reports of national importance), and the types of programming 
carried outside of network programming (or even the scheduling of network 
programming, particularly during the daytime) can vary considerably. Due to differing 
market dynamics, Spanish-language networks such as Telemundo and Univision do 
have a centralized network schedule with opt-out periods for local programs. Networks 
designed primarily for carriage on digital subchannels (such as MeTV) also operate in 
such a manner, as they are designed with themed specialty formats more akin to cable 
networks 


PBS, the country's main public television network, is composed similarly of "member 
stations" operated by non-profit entities, such as media foundations and educational 
institutions. PBS provides a common schedule of networked primetime programming, 
but member stations are generally given flexibility in how programming is scheduled 
outside of primetime, which may consist of other PBS programs (such as the 

network's PBS Kids lineup) and local productions. Member stations may contribute to 
programs being produced for the network schedule. PBS does not have any owned-and- 


operated stations, but has several de facto flagships in major markets which are well 
known for their involvement in networked programming, such as WNET-TV in New 
York, WGBH-TV in Boston, and WETA-TV in Washington (which produces PBS's evening 
newscast of record, the PBS NewsHour). Unlike the other networks, which rigidly grant 
exclusivity within a market, some markets may contain multiple PBS stations; the 
network coordinates a "Program Differentiation Plan" that promotes variances in 
programming between the primary and secondary member stations. A single member 
may also operate a secondary schedule as a compliment to their main schedule, either 
on a digital subchannel, or in rarer cases, a co-owned sister station (such as 

WGBH's WGBX). 


A more straightforward equivalent to a regional variation in North American 
broadcasting is a semi-satellite—a co-owned re-broadcaster of a television station that 
is used to extend its range into a different portion of a market (typically if the main 
signal is not strong enough to reach it), or a different one entirely, but has more 
variation in programming than a straight rebroadcaster. Semi-satellites typically share 
the majority of their programming with a parent station (which may vary to account for 
syndication rights), but may carry a different on-air name, advertising tailored to the 
region, and opt-out of the parent station's news programs (either partially or entirely) to 
present a local newscast specific to their region. An example is WDAY-TV in Fargo, North 
Dakota, which serves Grand Forks with a separate station, WDAZ-TV. WDAZ previously 
had a separate news department which produced evening and late-night newscasts 
originating from Grand Forks, but otherwise contributed reporting to regional newscasts 
produced from Fargo by WDAY.“ In December 2018, WDAZ's separate newscasts were 
discontinued. 


In some regions, a larger-scale group of co-owned stations may be linked together as a 
regional or state network in a similar fashion—such as the Montana Television 

Network (a group of CBS affiliates across Montana), NBC North Dakota, Forum 
Communications' KBMY in Bismarck and KMCY in Minot (which are largely fed from 
WDAY), as well as chains of non-commercial stations (typically PBS stations). 


Variations in image and continuity in the UK[edit] 
ITV [edit] 


Until 2002, ITV's continuity was largely separate in each region of the country, even 
when announcing broadcasts that were the same throughout the country. The logo of 
the regional contractor would typically be displayed instead of, or far more prominently 
than, any 'ITV' logo, before programmes and during trailers. Separate announcers would 
also be used. 


With the consolidation of many ITV companies throughout the 1990s, continuity was 
often shared between regions as a cost-cutting measure, with the Granada 

plc companies sharing a continuity announcer (but with different logos) from the late 
1990s until all ITV Plc regions shared the same continuity from 2002 

onwards. UTV and STV still continue with separate continuity most of the time, with 
Channel Television occasionally showing its own pre-recorded continuity in place of the 
network ITV branded material. 


BBCieait] 


The BBC also provided regional continuity during the 1970s, often also for nationally 
networked programming, but this ended in around 1980. Regional continuity is used 
between 6 am and 2 am provided by BBC Scotland, BBC Wales and BBC Northern 


Ireland for BBC One and BBC Two, outside these times the channels use the main BBC 
One and BBC Two continuity. In England, BBC One continuity is simply referred to as 
BBC One on air at all times except preceding local programming where all regions 
except BBC London use pre-recorded announcements. BBC London uses the main BBC 
announcers for its local programmes. BBC Two is a single channel in England so uses 
national continuity at all times. 


BBC Four, CBBC Channel, CBeebies, BBC News Channel and BBC Parliament have no 
regional variations and therefore no regional continuity. 


Regional variations in listings[edit] 


Magazines and national newspapers print different editions of their TV listings for 
different areas - some just for the four British nations of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, while others produce separate editions for the regions within England 
also. For example, the "Radio Times" produces six different editions in total (three of 
them in the English regions), while its oldest rival "TV Times" now produces only four; 
newspaper supplements are usually printed in just one edition for the whole of the UK. 


A regional variations column shows programmes in areas which differ from those in the 
main listings columns. Generally, only programming that differs from the main schedule 
is listed rather than listing the entire schedule of each regional area verbatim, much of 
which would be identical. It is these programmes that make up regional variations. 
Sometimes all UK regional variations are listed, generally when only one copy of a 
publication is made for every area, but often only adjoining regions are listed as 
variations, as is the case in the "Radio Times". 


In English regional and UK-wide editions, the main BBC One or ITV column shows 
programmes in the London region, with other regions (and nations) in the regional 
variations column. SAC is also often listed here. In Welsh and Scottish editions, adjoining 
English regions are usually listed. In Northern Ireland, some services from the Republic 
of Ireland are often listed as regional variations, although they are not. 


See also[edit] 


e TV listings (UK) 
e Listings magazine 
e [ocal insertion 


External links[edit] 


e A map of ITV Regions at itvlocal.com 
e A map of BBC TV Regions in England 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ The terms "cold-opt" and "warm-opt" are not the generally used BBC terms which are 
"hard-opt" and "soft-opt" - care needs to be taken with these terms, as the normal IT 
conventions of hard and soft are reversed within colloquial BBC lexicon. 

2. ^ Kovach, Joelle (14 August 2018). "CHEX-TV newscasts rebranding as CHEX News on 
Global Peterborough". The Peterborough Examiner. Retrieved 15 August 2018. 


3. ^ ralphierce (25 June 2018). "ABS-CBN Regional Cancels Agri Tayo Dito, MagTV 
Na". From the Tube. Retrieved 16 March 2019. 
4. ^ "WDAY takes over 5 p.m. news in Grand Forks". Grand Forks Herald. 15 July 2014. 
Retrieved 16 July 2014. 
^ "WDAY Launching Statewide Morning Newscast". TVSpy.com. Retrieved 16 July 2014. 
6. ^ "WDAZ to merge broadcasts with WDAY". Grand Forks Herald. 30 November 2018. 
Retrieved 22 January 2019. 
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A UK Restricted Service Licence (often called an RSL), is typically granted to radio 
stations and television stations broadcasting within the UK to serve a local community 
or a special event. Licences are granted by the broadcasting authority Ofcom (formerly 
the Radio Authority and the Independent Television Commission, respectively). 


History[edit] 
Main article: History of broadcasting 


In 1972, the Independent Broadcasting Authority was created and given responsibility 
for regulating independent television and radio services in the UK. Over time, the 
demand for local services increased, and finally prompted an Act of Parliament to 
deregulate the respective industries and facilitate new long-term and short-term 
broadcast licences. In 1990, the Broadcasting Act 1990 became law, and led to the 
establishment of two licensing authorities: the Radio Authority to license new radio 
services and monitor existing licences, and the Independent Television Commission, to 
license new short-term television services. While the 1990 act proved successful, 
licensing procedures to this day remain restrictive compared to those in other countries. 


In 2004, the Radio Authority and ITC were folded into the Office of Communications. 
Today Ofcom handles all licensing for frequencies used by television and radio services. 
Until May 2015 short-range broadcasts and wireless links, and other programme makers 
frequencies were licensed by JFMG (Joint Frequency Management Group), owned by 
Arqiva. In May 2015 Ofcom made the decision to end the contract with Arqiva and to 
insource the existing services. 


Radio[edit] 


Short-term RSLs are typically broadcast on low-power FM (1 W-25 W) or AM (1 W) and 
can generally last a maximum of 28 consecutive days and can only be applied for twice 
in twelve months with four complete months separating the two broadcast periods (and 
only once in twelve months inside Greater London) by the same applicant/group. 


They are generally used for special events, sporting events, religious festivals, student 
radio, hospital radio or to trial a radio project in preparation for an application for a 
permanent licence. Long-term RSLs (typically broadcast on low-power AM, but more 
recently in remote areas on low-power FM as well) are used for radio stations 
broadcasting to closed areas of private land such as university campuses and hospitals. 


They can be compared with the Low-power broadcasting movement in the United 
States. 


A number of stations that ran several RSL broadcasts in the 1990s and early 2000s 
(decade) have since gone on to run full-time community radio stations. The first FM RSL 
was operated by Radio Thamesmead from the 23-24 July 1988. The station later 
obtained a full-time license operating as RTM Radio. 


Radio Stations broadcasting under a Restricted Service 
Licenceredit] 


Some example stations broadcast with RSLs (with more than a single appearance) 


e Worthy FM (Glastonbury Festival) 

e 103 The Eye previously TWCFM awarded the first full-time community radio licence 
in UK 1.11.2005 for Melton Mowbray by OfCom 

e Radio Caroline a former offshore "pirate" radio station now available on satellite and 
Internet Radio 

e Phoenix FM, community radio station in Brentwood which broadcast 12 RSLs before 
being awarded a full-time licence by OfCom 

e Don FM (London Pirate radio station) 

e Blink FM, a youth radio station operating at selected times annually in south 
Buckinghamshire. 

e Takeover Radio (Children's radio service in Leicester) 

e XFM (London) 

e KMFM Maidstone, previously CTR 105.6 and 20/20FM 

e Huntingdon Community Radio (Huntingdon), now awarded a full-time licence 
by OfCom and known as HCRfm 

e Waves FM, previously Waves AM. Broadcasting from Peterhead, in the North East of 
Scotland. 

e GLOSS FM, previously Thornbury FM. Broadcasts to South Gloucestershire, England. 

e Moorlands Radio, Broadcasts now on 103.7fm to the Staffordshire Moorlands. 

e BigglesFM (Biggleswade), now awarded a full-time licence by OfCom 

e Chaine FM, Christmas radio station, broadcasting each December in Larne, Northern 
Ireland. 


Television[edit] 


Co This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
reflect recent events or newly available information. (May 2009) 


RSLs were also issued to television stations and other organisations which wished to 
cover a very small area. These licences (also known as Restricted Television Service 
Licences or RTS licences) restrict power, and hence range, but not operating hours. 
These licences are valid for four years, and must be competed for on renewal. 


The first Local TV station to go on the air in the UK with an analogue RSL licence was 
TV12 on the Isle of Wight. It commenced broadcasting in October 1998 from the main 
ITV/BBC transmitter at Rowridge. TV12's studios were initially at the Medina Centre in 
Newport - later moving to retail premises in the town centre and finally a factory unit on 


the outskirts of the town. Initially a staff of more than 25 made hundreds of hours of 
local programmes - most of which were filmed on location in and around the island. 


Later local TV licences were awarded for stations in Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, Carlisle, 
Coleraine, Derry, Dundee, Edinburgh, Fawley, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Leicester, 
Limavady, Londonderry, Manchester, Northampton, Norwich, Oxford, Portsmouth, 
Reading, Southampton, Swansea, Taunton, Teesside and York. !etaton needed 


In light of the national switch-over from analogue to digital TV the television regulator, 
Ofcom, extended several analogue Local TV licences until local digital switchover 
became due in each respective area. This process was complete in October 2012. 
Meanwhile, in February 2009 bids were invited for auctions for the first local digital 
multiplex licences to be offered in the UK - the first two of which were awarded shortly 
thereafter. However the awarding of additional licences was halted in favour of a 
network of local broadcasters.[1] 


Channels licensed under RTSS(edit] 


e C9TV - Coleraine [2], Derry [3], Limavady [4] - Ceased broadcasting in 2008. 

e MATV - Leicester [5] - Ceased broadcasting on analogue terrestrial television in 
2009. 

e NvTv - Belfast [6] - Ceased broadcasting on 23 October 2012. Granted a local digital 
TV licence.[7] 

e Six TV Oxford - Oxford [8] - Ceased broadcasting in April 2009. 

* Six TV Portsmouth - Portsmouth [9] - Never launched. 

* Six TV Reading - Reading [10] - Never launched. 

e Six TV Southampton - Fawley [11], Southampton [12] - Ceased broadcasting in April 
2009. 

e TV Norwich - Norwich [13] 

e York@54 - York [14] - Ceased broadcasting in 2011. 


Note that not all of these services may currently be broadcasting. Some of these 
stations also broadcast on other platforms such as cable and satellite. 


Former channels licensed under RTSs| edit] 


e TV Local Bristol - Bristol - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Capital TV - Cardiff [15] - Ceased broadcasting in 2009. 

e Carlisle TV - Carlisle [16] - Trialled but never launched. 

e Channel M - Manchester [17] - Ceased broadcasting on analogue terrestrial 
television on 2 December 2009. Granted a local digital multiplex licence. 

e Channel Six Dundee - Dundee - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Edinburgh Television - Edinburgh - Ceased broadcasting in 2003. 

e Herts TV - Hertford and Ware - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Lanarkshire TV - Lanarkshire [18] - Ceased broadcasting in 2001. 

e Northants TV - Northampton - Ceased broadcasting in 2004. 

e Portsmouth TV - Portsmouth - Ceased broadcasting on 19 March 2004. 

e Solent TV - Isle of Wight [19] - Ceased broadcasting on 24 May 2007. 

e Southampton TV - Southampton - Ceased broadcasting on 19 March 2004. 

e Taunton TV - Taunton and Wellington [20] - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Teesside - Teesside [21] - Never launched. 

e Thistle TV - Lanarkshire - Ceased broadcasting on 17 May 2005. 


12 - Isle of Wight - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 


Disqualifications[edit] 


The following are automatically disqualified from holding a restricted service licence: 


county, district or borough councils 

The Welsh Assembly 

The BBC 

advertising agencies 

anyone with a conviction for pirate broadcasting is barred from applying for five 
years (however, a number of pirate stations have successfully applied for Restricted 
Service Licences) 

Anyone with an unspent conviction is barred from applying for ten years from date 
of conviction (Murder and life sentences are never spent, as are prison 

sentences over four years) 

undischarged bankrupts 

political parties, trade unions, lobby groups and certain religious organisations 
Anyone barred from being a company director 


See also[edit] 


Low-power broadcasting - the United States version of legal British stations 
broadcasting with a Restricted Service Licence. 

Community television in Australia - a similar Australian television concept 
Community channel - a Canadian equivalent to British RSL and American LPTV 
stations 
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British television science fiction refers to popular programmes in the genre that 
have been produced by both the BBC and Britain's largest commercial channel, ITV. The 
BBC's Doctor Who is listed in the Guinness World Records as the longest-running 
science fiction television show in the world"! and as the "most successful" science fiction 
series of all time.” 


Early years[edit] 


The first known science fiction television programme was produced by the BBC's 
prewar television service. On 11 February 1938, a thirty-five-minute adapted extract of 
the play R.U.R., written by the Czech playwright Karel Capek, was broadcast live from 
the BBC's Alexandra Palace studios. Concerning a future world in which robots rise up 
against their human masters, it was the only piece of science fiction to be produced 
until the BBC television service resumed after the war. Only a few on-set publicity 
photographs survive. R.U.R. was produced a second time on 4 March 1948, this time in 
a full ninety-minute live production, adapted for television by the producer Jan Bussell, 
who had also been responsible for the screening in 1938. The BBC did begin producing 
more science fiction, with further literary adaptations such as The Time Machine (1949) 
and children's serials like Stranger from Space (1951-1952). 


In the summer of 1953, the six-part serial The Quatermass Experiment was broadcast 
live. An adult-themed science-fiction drama specially written for television by BBC staff 
writer Nigel Kneale,™ its budget consumed the majority of the finances reserved for 
drama that year. This successful serial ultimately led to three 

further Quatermass serials and three feature film adaptations from Hammer Film 
Productions. The Quatermass Experiment is also the first piece of British television 
science fiction to partially survive, albeit only in the form of poor 

quality telerecordings of its first two episodes. The second serial Quatermass // (1955) is 
the earliest BBC science fiction production to exist in its entirety. 


Kneale could not rely on sophisticated special effects to convey his narratives. Instead, 
he based his stories around characterisation and characters' reactions to the strange 
events unfolding around them, using science fiction themes to tell allegorical stories 
such as paralleling real life racial tensions with the Martian "infection" of Quatermass 
and the Pit (1958-59). 


On 12 December 1954, a live adaptation of George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
produced by the Quatermass team of writer Nigel Kneale and director Rudolph Cartier, 
achieved the highest television ratings since the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2 
June 1953. It was so controversial that it was debated in Parliament, and campaigners 
tried to have the second performance the following Thursday banned. The BBC's Head 
of Drama Michael Barry refused to concede. 


Science fiction productions were rare and almost always one-offs. A for 
Andromeda (1961) (which starred a young Julie Christie) and its sequel (The Andromeda 
Breakthrough, 1962) were exceptions. 


Creation of Doctor Who and ITV[edit] 


Britain's first commercial television network ITV initially explored science fiction for 
programming purposes in the early 1960s. A proponent for such experimentation was 
Canadian-born producer Sydney Newman, who had become Head of Drama at ABC. At 
ABC, Newman produced the science-fiction serial Pathfinders in Space (1960) and its 
sequels Pathfinders to Mars (1960) and Pathfinders to Venus (1961) and oversaw the 
science-fiction anthology series Out of This World (1962), the first of its kind in the UK. 
ITV also made an attempt at children's science fiction, with its short-lived 

programme Emerald Soup (1963), which coincidentally aired the same night that Doctor 
Who premiered. 


Two important events for the future of the British television science fiction occurred in 
1962. The first was that the BBC's Head of Light Entertainment, Eric Maschwitz, 
commissioned Head of the Script Department Donald Wilson to prepare a report on the 
viability of producing a new science-fiction series for television. The second was that 
Sydney Newman was tempted away from the ABC to take up the position of Head of 
Drama at the BBC, officially joining the Corporation at the beginning of 1963. 


The BBC developed an idea of Newman's into Britain's first durable science-fiction 
television series. Taking advantage of the research Wilson's department had completed, 
Newman initiated the creation and along with Wilson and BBC staff writer C. E. 

Webber oversaw the development of this new series, which Newman named "Doctor 
Who". 


After much development work, the series was launched on 23 November 1963. The 
importance of Doctor Who to British television science fiction cannot be overstated. It 
lasted for twenty-six seasons in its original form, through which first emerged many of 
the writers who until the 1980s would create most of the genre's successful British 
shows. One of the few science fiction series to have become part of the popular 
consciousness, its success led the BBC to produce other efforts in the genre. Of 
particular note being its own science fiction anthology series Out of the 

Unknown (1965-71), which ran for four seasons. 


Some of the ITV companies were imitating American styles of production, shooting 
some of their series on film rather than in the multi-camera electronic studio for 
lucrative sales in the 'international' market. One producer who was keen to make 
science fiction for the commercial network was Gerry Anderson, who initially used 
puppets for his shows. His science fiction shows in 'Supermarionation' such 

as Supercar (1961-62), Fireball XL5 (1962-63), Stingray (1964- 

65), Thunderbirds (1965-66), Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (1967-68) and Joe 
90 (1968-69) remain popular among followers of archive television. 


Their success led his backers ITC to finance the live-action shows he most wanted to 
develop. The first of these was UFO (1970-71), which featured American actor Ed. 
Bishop as the head of an undercover military organisation with responsibility for 
combating aliens who came to Earth in the eponymous space craft. A planned second 
season was delayed and eventually reformatted as a new show, entitled "Space: 1999" 
(1975-77), which ran for two seasons and was a moderate success. 


Television science fiction in the '70s[edit] 


The 1970s is viewed by fans of the genre as a 'golden age'. Doctor Who was going 
through its strongest period with first Jon Pertwee (1970-1974) and later Tom 
Baker (1974-1981) in the leading role, already firmly entrenched in the public 
consciousness. 


Various former Doctor Who alumni had moved on to produce their own acclaimed genre 
programmes as well. The series' former scientific adviser Dr Kit Pedler and former script 
editor Gerry Davis collaborated to create Doomwatch (1970-72), a series which 
recounted the story of a governmental scientific group formed to investigate and 
combat ecological and scientific threats to humankind. In the Quatermass tradition of 
allegorical storytelling (Nigel Kneale was invited, but declined to contribute scripts to 
the programme), it used its science-fiction basis to try to convey real warnings about 
the state of the world, as well as telling tense, dramatic stories and not being afraid of 
shocking its audience, such as in the killing off of popular lead character Toby Wren 
(played by Robert Powell). 


Writer Terry Nation had created the Dalek race for Doctor Who in 1963, and thus 
assuring much of its early popularity. For the rest of the 1960s Nation had concentrated 
on writing for ITV film series, but in the early 1970s he returned to science fiction, 
contributing Dalek stories to Doctor Who again from 1973 to 1975 and in 1975 creating 
his own science-fiction show, Survivors (1975-77). 


Survivors was a post-apocalyptic tale of a small group of people who were the only 
humans left after a plague caused by biological warfare lab accident has wiped out 
most of humanity. It ran for three seasons and was generally well received. Nation 
followed it by creating B/ake's 7 (1978-81). 


Pitched by Nation as "the Dirty Dozen in space", B/ake's 7 was originally centred around 
righteous freedom fighter Roj Blake, his battle with a corrupt Galactic Federation and 
the rag-tag group of pirates, criminals and smugglers who are reluctantly forced to work 
with him after an escape from a prison ship. Running for four seasons, the early evening 
series had a hard edge. The moral ambiguity of the leading characters made them 
interesting, and as with Doomwatch it was not afraid of shocking the audience by killing 
off leading characters, climaxing by wiping out the entire crew in its final episode. 


ITV was continuing to produce science fiction in this era. Keen to catch some of the 
young audience who followed Doctor Who, some of the ITV companies sought to create 
their own youth-oriented genre programmes, such as Timeslip (1970) and The. 
Tomorrow People (1973-79). Although it presented some intriguing (if bizarre) 
storylines, it never rivalled Doctor Who, possibly because unlike the BBC programme it 
attempted to identify with children by featuring children, thus making the crossover 
appeal to an adult audience much more difficult. 


A much more respected show, produced by ATV in a similar production manner 

to Doctor Who (i.e. on videotape using a serial form) was Sapphire & Steel (1979-82). 
The tale of two "time detectives" played by David McCallum and Joanna 

Lumley, Sapphire & Steel was a superbly atmospheric piece of television, although its 
production run was often hampered by the unavailability of its two leads. 


1980s[edit] 


Longer-running science-fiction series became few and far between. Although Doctor 
Who was still running, in terms of audience it was struggling to compete with US 
imports in the genre which began to re-emerge following the box-office success of 


contemporary films like the Star Wars franchise. For the television channel controllers, 
these had the benefit of transmission rights having a lower cost than any domestic 
productions. Dr Who's place in the Saturday schedule was briefly lost when it was 
moved to a weekday slot. 


Nonetheless, in the early part of the decade there were several serials produced, albeit 

mainly by the BBC; the bought in series mainly aired on ITV. Adaptations of novels such 

as The Day of the Triffids (1981), The Invisible Man (1984) and The Nightmare 

Man (1981, from the novel Child of the Vodyano/) were produced, and the BBC began an 
adaptation of The White Mountains novels, under the name The Tripods (1984-85). 


The Tripods had run for two of its planned three series when it was cancelled by the 
Controller of BBC1, Michael Grade. At the same time Grade abandoned a whole season 
of Doctor Who, the series was rested for eighteen months. 


It appeared to be generally felt at the BBC that science fiction was more expensive to 
produce than other types of programme but did not return any higher audiences for the 
outlay or particular critical acclaim. Some BBC popular and critical successes such 

as Edge of Darkness (1985) had science-fiction as a secondary element. The industry's 
shift in drama productions being entirely mounted on film rather than using the old 
film/video 'hybrid' form, with increased costs edged out genre's thought marginal. 


Perhaps the very last original series of its kind in the multi-camera era of BBC science 
fiction was Star Cops (1987), which ran for only nine episodes to poor viewing figures on 
the corporation's second channel, BBC2. It was written by Chris Boucher, who had 
contributed scripts to Doctor Who and Blake's 7, and was script editor for the later 
series entire run. 


The 1980s also saw the arrival on the BBC of two science fiction comedy series both of 
which had their origins on radio. The first was The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 

Galaxy (1981) by Douglas Adams which amalgamated aspects of the original radio 
series with that of the subsequent novel. The second was Red Dwarf (1988-99, 2009- 
present), created and originally written by Rob Grant and Doug Naylor. It parodies most 
(if not all) of the subgenres of science fiction but is first and foremost an 'odd 

couple' type comedy (the couple in question being the characters of Rimmer and Lister). 
Running for more than eight series, the idea was originally developed from the Dave 
Hollins: Space Cadet sketches introduced on Grant and Naylor's 1984 BBC Radio 

4 show Son of Cliché. 


Doctor Who revival and other developments[edit] 


The original version of Doctor Who lasted until 1989. Apart from a television movie in 
1996, Doctor Who did not re-emerge in a bigger budget version until 2005. Affected by 
rights issues for some years, many of those behind the new series were fans of the 
show when they were younger. Doctor Who returned to television screens on 26 March 
2005, gaining a profile reminiscent of the earlier series at its peak. 


Perhaps the most high-profile of those behind the movement to return Doctor Who to 
the screens is writer Russell T Davies, who initially worked in the BBC children's 
department earlier in his career, and contributed to British TV science fiction there. 
Davies' first sci-fi serial was the six-part Dark Season (1991), which co-starred a 

young Kate Winslet as well as former B/ake's 7 star Jacqueline Pearce. Two years later 
Davies wrote a second, much more complex serial called Century 

Falls (1993). ITV contributed a new version of The Tomorrow People (1992-94) made as 
an international co-production with US and Australia companies, and there were various 
other child-oriented sci-fi type series such as ITV's Mike & Angelo (1989-99) and the 


BBC's Watt on Earth (1991), although these lacked the crossover adult appeal that 
Davies' shows had possessed. 


The interest in making British TV science fiction seemed to return to broadcasters 
towards the middle of the 1990s in that companies began to see the possibility of 
lucrative overseas sales and tie-in products that other genres could not match. In the 
mid-1990s the BBC screened four seasons of the glossy sci-fi action adventure 

series Bugs (1995-98) made by independent company Carnival. They co-produced the 
six-part serial /nvasion: Earth (1998) with the US Sci Fi Channel, and ITV began 
attempting to market British sci-fi again with serials such as The Uninvited (1997) 

and The Last Train (1999). 


The BBC also produced several children's science fiction shows in the late 1990s to mid- 
2000s. The most known examples of which being Aquila (TV series) (1997-1998) based 
on the novel by Andrew Norriss and Jeopardy (BBC TV series) (2002-2004) which won 
the 2002 BAFTA for Best Children's Drama. 


A 'live' remake of The Quatermass Experiment was broadcast on BBC Four on 2 April 
2005. Various series have followed the new success of Doctor Who, including two spin- 
offs entitled Torchwood (2006-2011) and The Sarah Jane Adventures (2007-2011), a 
new time travel drama L/fe on Mars (BBC 2006-2007), Eleventh Hour (ITV 2008- 

2009), Primeval (ITV 2007-2011) and in 2009 new story for Red Dwarf, now shown 
exclusively on Dave rather than the BBC, followed by Red Dwarf X in 2012. A short-lived 
by lively show Dirk Gently was made from the Douglas Adams' book Dirk Gently's 
Holistic Detective Agency" in 2010. 
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Tele-snaps (often known as Telesnaps) were off-screen photographs of British 
television broadcasts, taken and sold commercially by John Cura (born Alberto 
Giovanni Cura in Clapham, South London, England; 9 April 1902 - 21 April 1969). From 
1947 until 1968, Cura ran a business selling the 250,000-plus tele-snaps he took. The 
photographs were snapped in half of a normal frame of 35mm film, at an exposure of 
1/25th of a second. Generally around 70-80 tele-snaps were taken of each programme. 
They were mostly purchased by actors and directors to use as records and examples of 
their work before the prevalence of videocassette recorders. 


For many early programmes tele-snaps are the only surviving record of their 
appearance. From the 1990s onwards, tele-snaps have often been used by groups of 


fans to recreate lost Doctor Who episodes, creating "reconstructions" by marrying the 
images to fan-recorded off-air soundtracks of the episodes. 


History[edit] 


A sequence of tele-snaps from the missing Out of the Unknown episode "The Prophet" 


From a young age, Cura had been interested in electronics and photography, 
developing a reputation among his family as a "Heath Robinson inventor".2 |n June 
1946, the BBC resumed its television service following the hiatus imposed by 

the Second World War. Cura, recently demobilised from the RAF, combined his twin 
passions of photography and electronics and began to experiment with developing a 


camera that could take pictures from a television screen. He eventually came up with a 
mechanism that took half-frame 18x24 mm images on 35 mm film (i.e. the same 
format as in 35 mm motion picture cameras), at a speed of 1/25th of a second. 


Once satisfied with his process, Cura wrote to the BBC on 11 September 1947 enclosing 
samples of his work and requesting permission to exploit the images commercially. 
Cura's request caused considerable consternation in the BBC's legal department who 
were concerned about copyright. Ultimately, the BBC concluded that a television image 
was not covered by existing copyright law and replied to Cura giving him permission to 
proceed but to "only photograph the television image of individual artists who have 
instructed you to do so prior to their television appearance, and that you do not give or 
sell the photographs to anyone other than the artist in question". Cura often ignored 
this restriction, however, frequently sending tele-snaps to artists on spec in the hope of 
attracting business from them. Many of his clients were BBC programme makers who 
found his photographs useful records of their work. 


In 1951, Cura came once again to the attention of the BBC's lawyers when he requested 
that he be allowed to photograph entire BBC productions, writing that his service 
"enables you to have a permanent pictorial record for valuable reference in years to 
come, of series which have a brief life of an hour or so and are then lost forever". The 
BBC had also been contacted by several newspapers at this time, looking for permission 
to use Cura's tele-snaps—especially after it transpired that Cura had taken the only 
image of Oxford's boat sinking during that year's Boat Race between Oxford 

and Cambridge. The BBC made petitions to the Houses of Parliament to have 

the Copyright Acts overhauled to give them legal certainty regarding the issue. 
Although a revised Copyright Bill was enacted in 1956, it did little to curtail Cura's 
activities. 


Cura's business was at its peak in the mid-fifties, his business having doubled overnight 
following the launch of ITV in 1955. A second television set was purchased and a second 
camera constructed to enable Cura to photograph both channels. Cura also enjoyed 
success with two best-selling books on improving television reception and correcting 
picture faults, which were illustrated with his tele-snaps. He also appeared on the BBC's 
television panel game show What's My Line?. Celebrity clients of the tele-snaps service 
included Benny Hill and the Beverley Sisters. By 1959, Cura claimed to have taken over 
250,000 tele-snaps and that sets of his tele-snaps had been "presented to and 
graciously accepted by the Royal Family; Their Majesties the King of Denmark; the 

late King of Norway; Queen Juliana of the Netherlands; Ex-president Auriol of 

France; Earl Attlee; Sir Winston Churchill; Mr Charles Chaplin; Mrs Eleanor 

Roosevelt"! as well as a wide range of newspapers and periodicals. However, when 
Cura raised the prices for his service in 1964, the BBC ordered a review of the tele-snap 
service, which at this stage was costing them £1,300 per annum, and, with many 
programmes now routinely recorded on film or video, the business began to decline. 


John Cura continued to take tele-snaps right up within a few months of his death in 1969 
from colon cancer. His widow offered her late husband's collection of tele-snaps to the 
BBC but was turned down. It is believed that they were subsequently destroyed. 

5! However, many copies of tele-snaps survive on broadcasters' production files and in 
the private collections of many of the artists and technicians whose work Cura 
photographed. 


Cultural significance[edit] 


In the early days of television, the means of making recordings of television 
programmes were limited and programmes were, in the main, transmitted live. This 
began to change as techniques for recording programmes onto film (telerecording) and, 
later, videotape were developed in the 1950s. Even after the technology for recording 
programmes had become the norm, it was a common practice, due to a combination of 
the costs of storage and restrictions on broadcasting repeats, for UK broadcasters 

to wipe programmes after transmission.~ As a result, John Cura's tele-snaps are often 
the only surviving record of many lost programmes from the early years of television. 


Tele-snaps have been used to reconstruct lost television shows by marrying up the tele- 
snaps with audio recordings of missing shows to create a slide-show backed by the 
programme's soundtrack. Most notably, this technique has been employed, on an 
amateur, not-for-profit basis, by some enthusiasts of the British science fiction 

series Doctor Who, which has nearly a hundred missing episodes.“ Some professional 
reconstructions using tele-snaps have also been created, including: 


e A brief (15-minute) reconstruction of episodes two and three of the Doctor 
Who serial The Ice Warriors for its VHS videotape release in 1998.29 

e A full reconstruction of the final episode of the Doctor Who serial The Tenth 
Planet for its VHS videotape release in 2000.2 

e A full reconstruction of the Doctor Who serial The Power of the Daleks for the MP3 
CD release of that story in 2005.42 

e Acondensed (30-minute) reconstruction of the seven-part Doctor Who serial Marco 
Polo for the DVD release, "The Beginning", in 2006.42 

e Acondensed reconstruction of the missing episodes of the 1961 science fiction 
serial A for Andromeda for its DVD release in 2006. Since no soundtrack for the 
missing episodes of this serial exists, this reconstruction is backed by music used in 
the serial with on-screen captions employed to narrate the story." 

e Narrated reconstructions of episodes from the first season of The Avengers have 
been included as extras on the Region 2 DVDs of the series released by Optimum.:s 
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^ Bignell, John Cura - Photographer of the Lost Archive, p. 14. 
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said, "I've got a garage full of photos, do you want them?" and an executive said, "We're 

moving forward, Mrs Cura, not backwards." Emily told us she was so upset that she 

destroyed the lot." - Teddie Beverley, quoted in Lewisohn, John Cura: Snapshots of 

History. 
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Thinkbox is the marketing body for the main UK commercial TV broadcasters - Channel 
4, ITV, Sky Media, and Turner Media Innovations. UKTV joined Thinkbox in January 2011. 
[1] 


Thinkbox was launched in February 2005 with a consortium consisting of eight 
companies, and was initially run as a virtual organisation. In 2006 the group changed 
direction, hiring Tess Alps as the CEO and undergoing significant internal changes, 
including the loss of one of the original eight companies involved in creating the 
organisation. Five left the organisation at the end of 2010. 


Thinkbox's activities include supporting research into aspects of marketing using 
television, supporting various television marketing awards (including their 

regular Thinkboxes), running a series of events and training programs, and providing 
information to marketers about television advertising. 


History[edit] 


Thinkbox was founded in February 2005, by a consortium of eight media 

companies: Channel 4, Five, GMTV, Sky Media, IDS, ITV, Turner Media 

Innovations, Viacom Brand Solutions. Thinkbox's budget was set by charging a flat fee 
to each of the eight member organisations and an additional variable rate tied to their 
share of the TV advertising market, the new body was developed to improve sales of 
television advertising. Nevertheless, the member organisations were expected to 
continue to compete for advertising, and they retained their existing sales departments. 


Structurally, Thinkbox began as a virtual organisation, lacking both a 

dedicated executive body and physical headquarters.® Instead of a dedicated 
executive, the staff working on the project were overseen by a committee consisting of 
representatives of each of the eight member organisations, and Thinkbox was 

initially chaired by ITV's Justin Sampson.£5 However, this structure - particularly the 
lack of an executive body - was met with a degree of criticism from both inside and 
outside the organisation. 


Things changed in 2006. Following Samson's departure from ITV, the role of chair was 
passed to Channel 4's Andy Barnes and Tess Alps was appointed as the chief executive 
officer in April of that year.“ In particular, the appointment of Alps was seen as a 
positive move by industry commentators: her experience with PHD suggested that she 
would already be aware of the various personalities and agendas in play, which was 


highly relevant given the "varying agendas" of the member organisations and the 
potential for dissent.z 


Some of this potential for dissent was realised later that year, when, in August 2006, 
IDS left the consortium. In a statement after its departure, IDS accused Thinkbox of 
giving in to ITV demands, moving away from a one-member, one-vote model to one 
which provided greater weight to ITV. (Under the new structure, ITV had gained 
additional voting power and a veto). Shortly after the departure of IDS, the remaining 
seven organisations increased the funding being provided to Thinkbox - although the 
exact figure was not available at the time, it was said to be "substantially bigger" that 
the £3m which the organisation had been operating with prior to the increase.2% 


In spite of rumours in the first half of 2007 that ITV were considering removing their 
support from Thinkbox,24 the remaining seven companies have continued to be a part 
of the organisation. Since the beginning of 2007 Thinkbox established permanent staff 
and hired Red Brick Road and MediaCom to handle advertising, media buying and 
strategic consultancy,“ and they released their first television advertisements.“ They 
also inaugurated the annual TV Planning Awards and the monthly Thinkboxes, ran the 
second of their Thinkbox Experience conferences, “451261 as well as the major 


Televisionaries conference in 2008. http://www.campaignlive.co.uk/analysis/866008/ 


In February 2011, Lindsey Clay became Thinkbox's first managing director having 
previously been the organisation's Marketing Director. In May 2012 Thinkbox 
announced that Tess Alps would become its Executive Chair and that the Chair of the 
Thinkbox board would pass to a different shareholder director every year. Julia Jordan, 
Executive Director, Business & Operations, at UKTV, become Chair of the Thinkbox 
board. 


Activities[edit] 
Research [edit] 


Thinkbox develops research focused on issues surrounding television advertising. 
Research studies include: a joint study with the Internet Advertising Bureau (UK) looking 
at how TV and online advertising work together;24 an in-depth analysis of how 

TV sponsorship works;#2! an engagement study examining how consumers engage with 
TV ads;22 two "payback" studies with PricewaterhouseCoopers examining the impact of 
TV advertising on long- and short-term sales and brand equity;24 a study into 
"Generation Whatever", looking at the lives of young people and their media 
consumption;24 an analysis of attitudes towards online TV and how it works with 
established broadcast TV.;22! a study with Mediacom examining the impact of television 
on immediate web response and other short-term response channels; a joint study with 
the IPA which analysed the correlation between campaigns' performance across a wide 
range of the worlds' most respected creative awards determined by The Gunn Report, 
and their performance in hard business terms recorded in the IPA Effectiveness Awards 
Databank between 2000 and 2008; a 'TV Together' study that explored the shared 
viewing experience and the phenomenon of social networking in relation to TV; and a 
"Tellyporting' study with Decipher, which involved equipping families with the latest TV 
technologies to study their impact on TV viewing behaviour. 


Awardsiedit] 


In 2007 Thinkbox, in combination with Campaign and MediaWeek, announced the 
formation of the TV Planning Awards.»3 The awards were first granted in 2008.23 In 
addition, monthly awards, called the 7hinkboxes, were inaugurated in May 2008. 


Working in conjunction with Haymarket Brand Media, the awards are judged by a 
"Thinkbox Creative Academy" consisting of approximately 100 representatives of the 
marketing and advertising industries, and are focused on awarding creativity in regard 
to television advertising .2= 


Thinkbox is involved sponsoring a number of different industry awards, including the IPA 
Effectiveness Awards, ISBA, The British Arrows.!22 


Advertising and publishing[edit] 


Initially campaign development was handled in-house, but in 2007 Thinkbox decided to 
engage an outside agency. The result was the hiring of Red Brick Road, who were 
engaged to handle Thinkbox's advertising, online and direct marketing requirements. 
i8 [n 2008 Thinkbox went further, hiring MediaCom to handle their media buying and 
planning, as well as to provide strategic advice.22 Under this new approach, Thinkbox's 
first television advertising campaign - which went on to be awarded by D&AD, the 
BTAAs, and the APA - was launched in May 2009, with a roadblock advertisement 
presented across multiple channels. 


Thinkbox's 2010 advertising campaign "Every home needs a Harvey". 


In September 2010 Thinkbox launched its second TV advertising campaign, featuring a 
couple visiting a dogs' home to choose a dog to adopt.z9 They encounter a dog called 
Harvey, played by Sykes, who has made a TV ad. Harvey turns on a TV behind him 
which plays out an ad showcasing his amazing skills such as playing chess, doing the 
school run, cooking, ironing, and cleaning windows. Harvey's ad ends with the line 
'Every home needs a Harvey'. The soundtrack to the ad is Bachman-Turner Overdrive's 
1974 classic You Ain't Seen Nothin' Yet. The ad ends with the lines 'Discover the power 
of TV advertising at www.thinkbox.tv' and 'Television: where brands get their breaks’. 
The ad featuring Harvey the dog was voted Ad of the Year by ITV viewers in December 
2010. 


In May 2012 Thinkbox launched a second TV campaign featuring Harvey the dog. In this 
new ad, Harvey used emotional story-telling to change his owner's behaviour 
dramatically and persuade him not to throw away his best friend and constant 
companion, a stuffed toy called Rabbit. It opens at the moment that Harvey's owner is 
about to put the well-worn, slobber-covered Rabbit in the bin while Harvey is apparently 
not around. Harvey suddenly appears and plays a TV ad telling the story of how he and 
Rabbit became friends and the scrapes they've got into together over the years. 


The organisation's first website was launched in May 2005, and was intended to be used 
to provide industry data, research findings, and case studies.24 The site was relaunched 
a year later, and, after an investment of £250,000, it had been modified to include new 
features such as television advertisements and industry directories.2# In 2008 they 
engaged in another revamp, redesigning the site so that the focus could be extended, 
incorporating content regarding some of the newer technologies such as IPTV, and 
providing greater access to their research and materials.22 Since the most recent 


revamp Thinkbox have continued to develop their website, adding features such as an 
online calculator that advertisers could use to predict the cost of interactive TV ads. 


Thinkbox's content team produce films on TV and TV advertising, many of which can be 
watched on its website. 


Training[edit] 


Thinkbox hosts events on TV advertising featuring well-known industry figures. 
Thinkbox's planning team runs a series of training courses. The courses are aimed 
primarily at people who have recently joined a media agency, advertising agency or 
advertiser but are also available to new starters at broadcasters or sales houses. 


Eventsieait] 


The first major event funded by Thinkbox was the 2005 "Thinkbox Experience" - a short 
conference that was attended by approximately 600 delegates and which was generally 
well received by the industry.5:s53 A second Thinkbox Experience was not held in 2006, 
as the organisation decided to direct their efforts towards research that year.22 As a 
result, the next conference was held in 2007.2: 


Thinkbox hosts a rolling programme of events designed to help people understand how 
to get the best of TV. The events are often held to launch new Thinkbox research. 
Recent events include 'Screen Life: TV in Demand', 'TV Nation', 'POETIC: connecting 
paid, owned and earned media', 'TV Creativity: the art of the heart', and 'Advertising 
Effectiveness: the long and short of it' 
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A Leyland Sherpa television detector van 


TV detector vans are vans, which, according to the BBC, contain equipment that can 
detect the presence of television sets in use.’ The vans are operated by contractors 
working for the BBC, to enforce the television licensing system in the UK, the Channel 
Islands and on the Isle of Man. 


History[edit] 


When television broadcasts in the UK were resumed after a break because of the 
Second World War, it was decided to introduce a television licence fee to finance the 
service. When first introduced on 1 June 1946, the licence covering the monochrome- 
only single-channel BBC television service cost £2 (equivalent to £81.49 as of 2018). 

21 The licence was originally issued by the General Post Office (GPO), which was then the 
regulator of public communications within the UK. Since it was not possible to stop 
people without a licence from buying and operating a TV, it was necessary to find ways 
of enforcing the TV licence system. One of the methods used to identify TV use without 
a licence was TV detection equipment mounted in a van. 


The first TV detector van was demonstrated on 1 February 1952.2! |n the 1950s, the 
Post Office, which then administered the TV licensing system, ran converted Hillman 
Minx and Morris Oxford estate cars, which had large aerials attached to their roofs. 

“1 Subsequently, Commers were introduced. In the 1980s, vans were supplied 

by Dodge and Leyland. In the 1990s, Ford Transits were introduced. In 2003, TVL 
launched its 10th model of detector vans. It was stated that these vans had removable 
branding so that they could operate covertly.5! 


Although the operating principles of the TV detectors used in these vans were not 
revealed by the BBC, it was thought that they operated by detecting electromagnetic 
radiation given off by a TV.isizisi The most common suggested method was the 
detection of a signal from the TV's local oscillator.™ 


In 2013, the Radio Times obtained a leaked internal document from the BBC giving a 
breakdown of prosecutions for TV licence evasion.“ The 18-page document gave a 
breakdown of the number of people evading the charge, as well as mentioning the 
number of people employed to catch those who do not pay their television licence. 

uu However, no mention was made of TV detector vans being used to catch such people, 
prompting media speculation over the truth of their existence. In response a BBC 
spokeswoman rejected claims that the vans are a hoax: "Detector vans are an 
important part of our enforcement of the licence fee. We don't go into detail about how 
many there are or how they work as this information might be useful to people trying to 
evade the fee."24 


Detection techniques[edit] 


Around ten generations of detector van technology were used. The first three were 


described in The Post Office Electrical Engineers' Journal 21221 
Line-scan([edit] 


The first detector was introduced in 1952. It operated by detecting the magnetic field, 
rather than any radio signal, of the horizontal line-scanning deflection within 


the cathode ray tube. Television tubes, unlike oscilloscopes, used magnetic deflection. 
The deflection current was a sawtooth with a frequency of 10.125 kHz. 


As this was the horizontal deflection, the magnetic field lines were almost vertical. 
Three small horizontal loop antennae were thus used to detect it, mounted on the roof 
of the detector van.“ These were arranged in an L shape, manually switched in two 
pairs of either diagonally front-back and side-side. The coils, and their receiver, were 
tuned to a fixed frequency of 20.25 kHz, the second harmonic of the line-scan signal, 
with a bandwidth of 200 Hz. The line-scan frequency was generated within the TV as a 
multiple of the mains frequency and could vary slightly long-term. This bandwidth was 
chosen to allow reception of a varying frequency, yet also to exclude as much ignition 
noise from the van's engine as possible. This ignition interference was the source of the 
main limitation on the detector's performance. The second harmonic frequency was 
chosen as it allowed the use of commercially available radio receivers, whilst avoiding 
both excessive ignition inteference at the fundamental frequency, or confusing long 
wave radio carriers with the higher harmonics. The received signal was mixed with a 
local beat frequency oscillator (BFO) to produce an audible 1 kHz beat frequency, just as 
is done for CW Morse radio reception. The operator detected signals by listening on 
headphones and a meter gave an indication of signal strength. 


To operate the detector, it was driven along the road past target houses. As an 
operating TV was approached, the signal increased. The operator could switch between 
pairs of the antennae, giving a peak sensitivity either ahed of the van, or to the side. 
When the two combinations were of equal strength, the van was alongside the house. A 
similar comparison could tell if the TV was to the left or right of the street. As the TV 
tube was being detected directly, the location of the TV aerial made no difference. 


VHF [edit] 


By 1963 the second British TV network, ITV, had begun transmission. This made the 
original system of TV detection increasingly unworkable. The two networks did not have 
their line-scan signals accurately synchronised. If two nearby TVs were each tuned to 
different channels,“ then they created a beat frequency effect which could swamp the 
TV detector. The original magnetic low-frequency detector system was also suffering 
because TV design had improved to radiate less of a magnetic field, and also the 
increasing number of cars made interference from their ignition circuits greater.4 


A new detection system was required and this would rely on detecting leakage signals 
from the local oscillator used in superheterodyne radio receiver circuits. Transmissions 
at this time were on the 405-line system and used the Band | (47 to 68 MHz), Band 

ll (87.5 to 108.0, VHF / FM sound-only radio“) and Band III (174 to 240 MHz) VHF bands. 
Because of the broadness of the TV transmission bands, and variations in 

the intermediate frequencies used, a detector receiver could have needed to be tunable 
between 29-240 MHz. By detecting either the fundamentals of Band Ill, or the 
harmonics of Bands | and II, the detector system managed to make do with 110-250 
MHz. 


The antenna on the detector car was a rotatable, highly directional antenna. It was used 
by taking bearings on the TV set from multiple locations and triangulating them. Its 
detection range was several hundred yards, although usually only a few houses 
distance on a built-up street.“ As the polarisation of the leaked signal was 
unpredictable, the detector aerial had to be able to receive mixed or elliptical 
polarisation. This was achieved with a dipole antenna which was tilted diagonally, 
placed in front of a metal mesh corner reflector, the whole assembly of which could be 
rotated. The beam width was narrow enough to give an accuracy of around 5? in 
locating a source. The complete antenna was large, and permanently mounted on top of 
a Morris Oxford Traveller estate car,“ rather than the previous van, so that the overall 
height of 9 ft 9 in (3 m) was no more than a typical large van, avoiding height clearance 
problems. It was mounted on a 2" diameter aluminium tube mast, rotated manually by 
a handwheel. The receiver and display were built into a single box, mounted where the 
front passenger seat had been. The operator and a Postal And Telegraph Operator, 

i4 who also acted as a map reader and who had a list of valid and recently-expired 
licences, sat on the rear passenger seat. An unusual feature of the vehicle was an 
optical periscope, slaved to the rotation of the mast, which identified the house where 
the signals were detected from. At night, this could be used to project a spot of light 
instead. To avoid the operator needing to move their head with the periscope,™ a pair of 
prisms were used to produce the rotation, with a fixed eyepiece.Z 


The receiver electronics produced a frequency analyser panoramic display on a 5" CRT 
screen. This display was swept automatically across a range up to 8 MHz. The initial 
input stage was based on an existing TV 'turret tuner' design,“ with manual selection 
across 14 bands spanning 110-250 MHz. As the number of broadcast channels in use 
locally was very small,“ only a couple of the mechanically-switched bands would be 
needed for each detection search. The receiver circuit was a triple superheterodyne, 
with the second IF frequency being swept between 60-70 MHz, in synchronism with the 
CRT horizontal scan. The IF oscillator was controlled by the sweep signal through a form 
of transductor circuit, where a control winding controlled the reluctance of the inductor 
controlling the oscillator frequency. This sweep range was controllable by the operator 
and could be reduced to zero, making the receiver a simple receiver with an output to 
headphones. 


UHF [edit] 


Dodge SpaceVan equipped as UHF detector van. Displayed at Science Museum, London. (As of 
January 2015) 


The introduction of UHF 625-line TV to the UK, and the possibility of colour TV, 
used Bands IV and V and required a new generation of detector vans. A new, more 


expensive, colour licence was also introduced and an increase in licence evasion was 
anticipated, as licences were not upgraded for new colour sets. 


Once again, by detecting only the upper range of the frequency band, the upper 
fundamentals and the harmonics of the lower bands could both be detected with the 
same equipment, without requiring an impractically broad frequency range for the 
detector receiver. Two new problems needed to be addressed for detection of the new 
sets: firstly the emissions were both higher in frequency and lower in signal strength 
than before. Secondly, the propagation of signals at this wavelength and their tendency 
for confusing reflections from many nearby surfaces meant that the previous 
triangulation method from a couple of positions was no longer reliable. A method was 
needed which could replace triangulation by a more immediate form of location. 


A suitable broadband aerial for the frequency range of 470-860 MHz was a log- 
periodic spiral, wound on a six-foot long conical former. This had a directionality of 40? 
for a beam width at half maximum power.“ To give a narrower directionality, two of 
these aerials were mounted together in parallel, and spaced apart by 64, or six 
wavelengths at the detected frequency. The aerials pointed sideways in operation, and 
could be turned lengthwise for driving to the search site. As the necessary spacing 
varied with frequency, the forward aerial moved backwards and forwards automatically, 
with tuning. At low frequencies, the large spacing needed required an extension of the 
van's roof forwards in a prominent box. Waterproofing was provided by a 

greased neoprene flap, closed by a zipper when not in use. A common 
misunderstanding was that the aerials moved in a scanning pattern when searching, as 
the VHF detectors had, but in fact they remained static. 


The receiver beam pattern of the two aerial system was still approximately 40? across, 
but this was now divided into seven sharply defined lobes, with a central lobe only 
about 4? across. The motion of the vehicle driving slowly was used as the scanning 
mechanism and a rotation sensor on the speedometer drive provided the X-axis 
scanning signal for the display. A manual pushbutton was pressed as each house 
boundary was passed. The ideal detection display was thus a series of seven peaks, 
centred on the position between the two house markers for the target house. Two CRTs 
were used for display, one by the operator and the other for providing a photographic 
record. A Polaroid 'instant' camera was used, so that the print could be produced at the 
time, before confronting the homeowner. 


The initial search for the presence of a TV, rather than accurately locating its position, 
was done with a separate aerial pair. These were a simple pair of dipoles, one on either 
side of a shared reflector plate, and comparing signal strength from each side. Later 
detector cans, such as the Leyland illustrated, used a development of that technique 
with paired aerials, making a mechanically much simpler aerial system. 


The completed system was the most visually well-recognised of all the TV detector 
vans, particularly as their success and the expanded enforcement campaign with the 
growth of colour TV made them the most numerous. The system was mounted in 

a Commer PB van, as was becoming the standard GPO Telephones van, although 
extensively modified to carry the aerials. They also had an automatic gearbox, to ease 
the task of driving slowly down urban streets. 


Operation[edit] 


The BBC carries out its TV licensing activities under the trade name "TV Licensing", 
although most of the activities are performed by its contractors. Detector vans are 
operated by Capita Business Services Ltd, a contractor of the BBC.22 


Some information regarding TV detection technology was revealed as part of a freedom 
of information request made to the BBC in 2013, which included details of a search 
warrant. The warrant revealed that a BBC contractor had used an "optical detector" to 
reveal the possible presence of a TV.” The warrant stated that: "the optical detector in 
the detector van uses a large lens to collect that light and focus it on to an especially 
sensitive device, which converts fluctuating light signals into electrical signals, which 
can be electronically analysed. If a receiver is being used to watch broadcast 
programmes then a positive reading is returned." “21 The BBC stated that this was strong 
evidence that a set was "receiving a possible broadcast". 


According to The Comptroller and Auditor General of the National Audit Office, "where 
the BBC still suspects that an occupier is watching live television but not paying for a 
licence, it can send a detection van to check whether this is the case. TVL detection 
vans can identify viewing on a non-TV device in the same way that they can detect 
viewing on a television set. BBC staff were able to demonstrate this to my staff in 
controlled conditions sufficient for us to be confident that they could detect viewing on 
a range of non-TV devices."54 


A study was conducted on television emissions detection as documented by Cambridge 
University under IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY, VOL. 55, 
NO. 3, JUNE 2013 entitled "Compromising Emanations of LCD TV Sets" by Markus G. 
Kuhn. The abstract states "This study attempts to characterize the radiated 
compromising emanations from four typical television sets with liquid-crystal display 
(LCD), in particular the predictability of format and timing parameters. Three were 
found to emit clear ultrahigh frequency radio signals visually related to the displayed 
image, from the display controller or its low-voltage differential signaling link to the LCD 
panel. Although the input signals to all four products followed the same TV standard, 
the timing parameters of their emanations differed substantially. Some also frequency- 
modulate their pixel clock to improve compliance with electromagnetic-interference 
limits. All digitally rescale the input image to the respective display size. The frame rate 
at which the display panel is driven is, if at all, only loosely phase locked to the input 
signal. These observations have implications for eavesdroppers, for the design of test 
standards to limit compromising emanations from video displays, and for the 
practicality of detecting the mere presence of an active television receiver by 
correlating the emanations of the circuitry driving its display panel with a known 
broadcast TV input signal. Index Terms—Compromising emanations, emission security, 
information security, television receiver detection, video displays.”22 


In July 2019, an article in the Oxford Mail recalled a two-week period from June 1960 
when an olive-green TV detector van—one of a fleet of nine owned by the BBC—toured 
the city to investigate 500 addresses with no record of a television licence. The van 
contained a team of three people, "including a radio expert and a local Post Office 
official" and was equipped with a number of aerials that could be adjusted to pinpoint a 
signal being given off by a television at a specific address. The article quoted Ron 
Smith, who was in charge of the operation, and explained the process: "When a TV set 
is switched on it gives out a radio signal. The detector van then used its adapted radio 
receiver which is tuned to the wavelength of the signal and then converts it to a whistle 
transmitted through the technical officer's headphones." The team were authorised to 
ask residents to produce their TV licence and to note down their details if they couldn't. 
[16] 


Regulation of use[edit] 


TV detection is a form of covert surveillance and as such is regulated by the Regulation 
of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA). More specifically, the BBC's use of surveillance 
is defined by the Regulation of Investigatory Powers (British Broadcasting Corporation) 
Order 2001.22 Like other public bodies that undertake covert surveillance, the BBC is 
subject to the scrutiny of the Office of Surveillance Commissioners, which inspects the 
BBC every other year.23 A number of official inspection reports on the BBC's detection 
methods have been made available following freedom-of-information requests.2? These 
reports give an outline of the process of authorisation of the use of detection 
equipment. Briefly, applications for authorisation are made in the name of the Detection 
Manager. Correspondence between TV Licensing and the affected householder may be 
attached to the completed application forms, which pass through a quality-control 
"gatekeeper" to the authorising officers (AOs) at the BBC. In 2012 there were two 
designated AOs at the BBC. To be authorised, an application must be shown to be 
"necessary and proportionate". AOs sometimes reject applications. Once approved, the 
authorisation lasts for a duration of 8 weeks. 


In popular culture[edit] 


* The "Fish Licence" sketch on Monty Python's Flying Circus, aired in 1970, mentions a 
"cat detector van", a parody of the TV detector van. 

e |n The Young Ones episode 4 "Bomb" the boys are visited by a TV detector van 
worker, who questions Neil as to whether they have a TV. When Neil tries to evade 
the question, the representative shouts: "We know you've got one, we detected it". 


See also[edit] 


e Television licensing in the United Kingdom 
e Operation RAFTER, a MI5 counterintelligence program to detect radios used by spies 
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TVCatchup 


a TVCatchup 


ER MI 


show 
Screenshot 
Type of business Private company 
Type of site Internet television 
Area served United Kingdom 
Website tvcatchup.com 
Current status Offline 


TVCatchup was an Internet television service for viewing free-to-air UK channels. It 
operated as a cable service and retransmitted BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5, and ITV, 
amongst others, only in the UK. Users were able to access the service via desktop 
browsers as well as smartphone and tablet apps. The service was funded by advertising, 
with advertisements preceding the live channel stream. 


The service was originally launched in 2007 as a personal video recorder in the cloud, 

before being redesigned as a live-streaming service. As of October 2013, it had nearly 
10 million active users, according to the company,;"! with 2 million viewers tuning in to 

the service to watch the England versus Poland FIFA World Cup qualifier on 15 October 
2013. 


On 4 June 2014 TVCatchup Ltd went into administration by order of London's High Court 
of Justice.?! The service remained online, despite winding up and liquidation orders 
made in May 2015. In August 2017, Bruce Pilley, a former director of the company, was 
banned from being a company director for nine years for failing to disclose that the 
company had a winding-up order against it when drawing down a loan." 


Features[edit] 


TVCatchup retransmitted free-to-air channels appearing on Freeview and Freesat within 
the UK. Users were able to view up to 17 channels live via the Internet.» 


As of 17 September 2013, the website also offered a catchup service, providing listings 
for recently aired programmes from the UK's four largest broadcasters, and redirects 
viewers to their on-demand services. 


It was possible to record TV in 2007, but that functionality was removed in 2008. The 
company said in 2010 that the facility would be returning to the site. 


Channels[edit] 


The following channels were available to all United Kingdom television licence 
holders: 


Category Channels! 


nt 5, S4C, Quest 


Music VIVA 

News BBC News, BBC Parliament, Al Jazeera English, RT, CCTV News 
Kids CBBC, CBeebies 

Sport Sail TV 


BBC Red Button 
General 


Community Channel, Gala TV, Millenium TV, Subtv 


Shopping Warehouse, QVC, QVC Beauty, QVC Extra, QVC Style __ 


Infrastructure] edit] 


TVCatchup owned its entire infrastructure. In 2010 it was reported that the network had 
a capacity for 50 GBps.5! 


Platforms|[edit] 


The service was accessed through desktop browsers with Adobe Flash installed. It can 
also be viewed on the Windows Media Center functions of Windows Vista™ (Home 
Premium and Ultimate) and Windows XP Media Center Edition 2005.29 


TVCatchup was accessible on mobile devices through a range of free apps. An iOS app 
was released on the iTunes Store in 2011 for both iPhone and iPad. The app was 
compatible with Apple Airplay, meaning it can be viewed on a TV set. The app can be 
set to receive only via WiFi, to avoid incurring potentially high streaming costs. 

uu An Android app was released in September 2012, available from the Google 


Play store.22 In December 2012, an app was launched for the Kindle HD Fire tablet. tetten 
needed |n February 2013, an app was launched for Windows Phone 8.23 All mobile devices 
can access the service through their browsers. 


There is a plug-in available for XBMC.22 It used to be watchable on a PS3,23 however as 
of a firmware update in 2010 this is no longer possible.22 


There was also an Adobe AIR desktop application released in Beta mode on 28 April 
2009 for the Ubuntu 8.10 operating system, which was to be gradually updated to 
include features such as a full TV guide and PVR.24 


TVCatchup released an Adobe AIR cross-platform desktop PVR into Beta mode on 8 May 
2014, with features including a full TV guide, pop out player and PVR .22 


Dispute with G Zero[edit] 


In December 2015, TVCatchup announced on their site that they had commenced legal 
action against G Zero Ltd, an app developer it had originally contracted to provide 
mobile apps for its service. It is claimed that GZero used TVCatchup's IP to create and 
launch their own app, ToView Live TV which offers a similar service using both an 
advertising and subscription model. ToView is, according to the complaint, a re-brand of 
the original TVCatchup app."4 As of February 2016, this legal action is still pending and 
the GZero app is still available in app stores.z9:u TVCatchup relaunched their app in 
December 2015.22 


Legality[edit] 


TVCatchup retransmits free-to-air channels over the Internet on the basis of section 73 
of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (CDPA 1988), which allows for the 
retransmission of 'qualifying services'. Its status as a cable service was challenged 

by ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5, when they issued legal proceedings in June 2010.22 In 
the hearings held in June 2011, Lord Justice Floyd in the High Court of Justice ruled that 
TVCatchup's defence relying on s.73 of the CDPA 1988 was valid. The judgement 
expressly excludes retransmission of any other channels under these provisions as well 
as retransmission to 3G mobile devices, home WiFi Mobile reception remains 
unaffected. In a court order dated 7 October 2013, the High Court ruled that 
TVCatchup should cease retransmitting the 'digital channels' of ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5 but not the principal channels. TVCatchup was also required to deposit an 
amount of £200,000 in lieu of costs» and ordered to cease retransmission by mobile 
broadband, although it has been granted leave to appeal this decision. Meanwhile, 
reception by WiFi remains permissible.2s 


On 26 March, the Court of Appeal dismissed TVCatchup's appeal, meaning the PSB 
channels may only be streamed by Wifl. On the same day, the Department for Culture, 
Media & Sport published an open consultation on the balance of payments between 
television platforms and public service broadcasters within which the department stated 
the government's intention to repeal section 73.24 


Although the Welsh public service broadcaster S4C is covered under the provisions of 
the CDPA 1988, the channel entered into a formal carriage agreement with TVCatchup 
in August 2013.28 


The site was initially conceived as an online PVR service, where users could select 
shows from one of 30 free-to-air channels to record up to one week in advance of their 
broadcast.” However, following concerns from broadcasters about the functionality of 


the site, TVCatchup voluntarily suspended its services while their concerns were 
addressed, saru 


Discontinuation|edit] 


According to the Apple App Store listing for the iOS TVCatchup.com app, it lists the 
company who sell the app as Toyon Investments Limited.22 


Companies House report that this company was dissolved on 26 February 2019,2 which 
will likely be the reason behind the discontinuation of the TVCatchup.com streaming 
service. 


See also[edit] 


e Internet Television 
e IPTV 
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Edinburgh International Television 


Dates 2018: 22-24 August (exact dates vary each 


Festival 


year) 


Location(s Edinburgh 


) 
Country Scotland, UK 


Years 1976-present 


active 
Founded 1976 


Website thetvfestival.com 


The Edinburgh International Television Festival is an annual media event held in 
the United Kingdom each August which brings together all parts of the television and 
digital world to debate the major issues facing the industry. 


The Festival draws about 2,000 delegates from the major networks and production 
companies internationally. Although the festival is held in Edinburgh, its headquarters 
are in London. 


History and outline[edit] 


Over the years, the Festival has attracted some of the world's most significant industry 
figures including Kevin Spacey, Rupert Murdoch, Ted Turner, Ricky Gervais, Vince 
Gilligan, Tessa Ross, Jamie Oliver, Simon Cowell, Ted Sarandos and Elisabeth Murdoch, 
as well as people from related fields such as Al Gore and Germaine Greer. 


Established in 1976, the Festival takes place every August at the Edinburgh 
International Conference Centre concurrently with the Edinburgh International Festival, 
and similar events, in the city. The Edinburgh International Television Festival remains 
the only event both run by and for the television industry, being governed by its own 
Executive and Advisory committees. The Festival is a charitable organisation with a 
mission to identify and nurture the next generation of talent, whatever their 
background. 


The Festival run two talent schemes - "The Network" (formerly known as TVYP) which 
gives new entrants a first step into the TV and digital industries, while "Ones to Watch" 
(formerly known as Fast Track) supports those at the early stages of their career. Both 
benefit from fully funded places at the Festival, which include tailored workshops, 
masterclasses and networking. Year-round mentoring, training and events are also 
offered. 


The Festival runs other events throughout the year with the aim of engaging and 
inspiring the TV industry. These include EdTalks lectures and Q & A's with channel 
bosses from across the globe. 


The MacTaggart Lecture[edit] 


The Festival is best known for its keynote address: the James MacTaggart Memorial 
Lecture. The lecture features speeches from leading media figures connected with 
British and international television over more than 40 years. 


Speaker 


6 John McGrath 


j Marcel Ophüls 


Norman Lear 


9 Jeremy Isaacs 


"s John Mortimer 
A Peter Jay 

d Ted Turner 
d Jonathan Miller 
198 


Denis Forman 


Job title* 


Dramatist and director, founder of 7:84 Theatre 
Company 


French/US documentary film maker (The Sorrow and 
the PitylLe Chagrin et la Pitié) 


American television producer and scriptwriter 


former Director of Programmes for Thames Television 
(later Chief Executive, Channel 4) 


Screenwriter and dramatist 


Economist and broadcaster, Chairman of TV-am 


American television executive, founder of CNN 


Stage and television director/producer and 
broadcaster 


Chairman, Granada Television 


John Schlesinger 


Troy Kennedy Martin 


Phillip Whitehead 


Christine Ockrent 


Rupert Murdoch 


Verity Lambert 


Janet Street-Porter 


Film and television director 


Television dramatist 


Television documentary producer 


Belgian/French journalist and broadcaster 


Australian/American Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman, News Corporation 


Independent film and television producer 


Director of Programmes, Thames Television 


Chief Executive, Channel 4 


Television dramatist and screenwriter 


Chief Executive of LWT, Chairman of ITV Council and 
GMTV 


Broadcaster and journalist 


John Birt Director General, BBC 


Laurence Television comedy scriptwriters and programme 
Marks and Maurice Gran | creators 


Peter Bazalgette Managing Director, Bazal 


Richard Eyre Chief Executive, ITV Network 


Greg Dyke Director General, BBC 


David Liddiment Director of Channels, ITV Network 


pson Chief Executive, Channel 4 

y Ball Chief Executive, BSkyB 
— phrys Broadcaster and journalist 
Former Director General, BBC 
Chief Executive, ITV 


Broadcaster and presenter of Newsnight (BBC) 
Peter Fincham Director of Television, ITV 
Chairman and Chief Executive, Europe and Asia, News 
James Murdoch 
Corporation 


Mark Thompson Director General, BBC 


US citizen, Executive Chairman, Google 

Elisabeth Murdoch Chairman, Shine Group 

pacey American actor, director and producer 

Chief Executive, Channel 4 

Armando lannucci Broadcaster, writer, director and producer 

Canadian journalist and chief executive of Vice Media"! 
vase Journalist and broadcaster? 


| 
201 


8 Michaela Coel | Actress and writer 
| 
201 3 
9 Dorothy Byrne Head of News and Current Affairs, Channel 4 


* All job titles as at the time the lecture was given. Nationality/citizenship is British 
unless stated otherwise. 
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° "b elevision portal 


e List of television festivals 
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A programme being filmed by the University of Glasgow's student television station, GUST 


Student television in the United Kingdom is the act of students 

from universities and colleges around the United Kingdom producing and publishing 
video content independently, operating in a similar fashion to a small television station. 
Student television stations exist all around the United Kingdom. 


Content is not generally output across traditional media, as a broadcast licence may be 
prohibitively expensive to small non-profit organisations. Most student television 
stations use the Internet as a primary method of distributing content; either on a 
dedicated website, via their university's pages or on video sharing sites such 

as YouTube. Student television encapsulates a variety of different programming styles 
and techniques: from large stations funded by their universities who broadcast into 
student accommodation and buildings, to a single student uploading occasional shows 
to the web. 


Some student stations are affiliated with The National Student Television 
Association (abbreviated NaSTA), which has forty member stations." The association 
holds an awards ceremony once a year to reward the best work submitted by the 
member stations across a number of categories. 


History[edit] 


Some student television stations in the United Kingdom pre-date the founding of 
national broadcasters like Channel 4 (1982) and Five (1997). Glasgow University 
Student Television was the first student television station to be founded in the United 
Kingdom, in 1964. It is the oldest student television station in Europe. Although 
technically, a station was founded in the United States that predates GUST, this station 
was staff run for students. This means that GUST is the oldest student-run student 
television station in the world.Zisues - discuss] York Student Television followed in 1967, and 
was the first station to be started in England. 


Prior to the advent of digital video technology, particularly editing software, a student 
television station was costly to run and the programmes were difficult to edit. As digital 
technology became more available and its cost reduced, it became possible for student 
Societies to move to digital video production. 


Cultural impact[edit] 


Student produced television is becoming increasingly recognised in the United Kingdom, 
with the National Union of Students having awards for both "Best Media Student" and 


"Student Broadcaster of the Year", as well as the Royal Television Society's awards for 
student television stations and student produced content. The Guardian hosts its 
Student Media Awards annually, offering a "Broadcast Journalist of the year" award. 


YSTV from its foundation in 1967 had a twice-weekly news show aimed at students, 
named Newsround, that pre-dated the BBC show of the same name In 2006, An 
animation called Badgered by Sharon Colman who was a student at the National Film 
and Television School? was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Animated Short 


Film, 2221 


In 2011 the short film "The Confession" by Tanel Toom, who was a student at the 
National Film and television School, was nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
S h o rt Fi l m [citation needed] . 


The National Student Television Association[edit] 


The National Student Television Association (NaSTA) was believed to be formed in 1970, 
411 and comprises over forty affiliated stations from all over the United Kingdom. In late 
2016, it was discovered that the Association was formed in 19698.B2lewiess - discuss] |t runs an 
annual awards ceremony in which eligible stations submit examples of their 
programming for appraisal by judges drawn from the wider broadcast industry .22 


The earliest evidence of a NaSTA awards ceremony is the late 1970s. !t#tiorneeces GUST still 
have the trophy that was awarded to the winners and have a video archive with 
interviews following the win.!ctezeece? YSTV possess a "freestyle award" trophy from 
1989. [utationneeses The earliest documented record of a NaSTA conference however dates 
from the 1995 conference, with eight member stations in attendance.” Each year one 
of the affiliated stations volunteers to be the host station of NaSTA, hosting the awards 
ceremony and administrating the organisation - this includes the managing of finances, 
communications and promotion for the entire organisation. 


In October 2008, NaSTA launched Freshers TV, a collaboration of over 20 student 
stations across the United Kingdom providing a television channel to cover freshers' 
week at universities across the country. This was made available 

on Freewire, SUBtv and online via the Freshers TV website with the assistance of 
the JANET network.2s 


The first live FreshersTV show was broadcast in October 2010 by hosts, LSUTV, and 
another in October 2011 by new hosts SUSUtv."* 2012 Host: YSTV," 2013 

Host: LAL:TV from Lancaster.4# 2014 Host: Demon TV (DeMontfort University42 2015 
Host: Forge TV (University of Sheffield)2 2016 Host: CUTV (Cardiff Union TV)2Z2 2017 
Host:Guild TV (University of Birmingham)22 2018 Host: Forge TV (University of Sheffield) 
[23] 


2013 saw the addition of the People's Choice awards to the annual events. The awards 
differed from the previous awards in that they were voted for entirely by the audience 
through online voting.24 2013 Host: SUSUTV (University of Southampton 2! 2014 Host: 
SXTV (University of Essex)? 2015 Host: XTV (University of Exeter)24 2016 Host: 
Rhubarb TV (University of Royal Holloway)E? 
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Television in the Republic of Ireland is available through a variety of platforms. 
The digital terrestrial television service is known as Saorview and is the primary source 
of broadcast television since analogue transmissions ended on 24 October 2012. Digital 
satellite (from Sky Ireland, Saorsat and other European satellite service providers are 
available) and digital cable (from Virgin Media Ireland) are also widely used. 


The Irish satellite fill-in service (Saorsat) is via Ka-Sat using the Irish K, band spot and 
has been available since June 2011.Hzeecs uecerer 


While many people receive their television via Saorview, which is broadcast by 2RN, 
more than half2! subscribe to multichannel television networks. The biggest single 
multichannel television network in Ireland is Sky Ireland, which broadcasts digital 
satellite television services.“ Virgin Media Ireland, Vodafone TV and Eir among others, 
provide similar digital television services to Irish viewers. 


History[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
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citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Television in the Republic of 

Ireland" - news = newspapers « books = scholar * JSTOR (January 
2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Television was first received in Ireland from 1949, following the opening of high power 
BBC transmitters at Sutton Coldfield near Birmingham, England and later Holme Moss in 
West Yorkshire, England, giving marginal reception along parts of the East coast. The 
first transmissions on the island of Ireland began with the launch of BBC in Northern 
Ireland (BBC Northern Ireland) when it began broadcasting television programmes in 
1953, followed in 1959 with the launch of Ulster Television (now known as UTV). 


Throughout the 1950s the governments of Ireland were worried about the influences of 
British television and the popularity of the medium. By the end of the 1950s, 60% of the 
population could receive BBC 1 and the UK's ITV from spillover from Northern Ireland, 
Wales and the west of England. Throughout the 1950s the Irish government discussed 
the provision of an Irish television service; this was headed up by Leon O'Broin, the 
secretary at the Department of Post and Telegraphs. The Department of Post and 
Telegraphs had responsibility for Radio Eireann, Ireland's radio service. In 1950 O'Broin 
established his own committee on Irish television and bought a television set to receive 
broadcasts from the BBC. The Department of Finance at this time were worried of the 
cost of setting up a new television service and dismissed the possibility on several 
occasions during the 1950s. By March 1951 O'Broin would press for the inevitable 
establishment of an Irish television service in the state. In a Memorandum to 
Government the Department set out four possibilities for the ownership and control of a 
new service: 


1. Owned by the state directly . 
2. Owned by a public corporation (similar to that of the then Radio Eireann) 
3. Owned by private enterprise 


4. Having a combination where transmitters would be owned by the state and 
content would be provided by private enterprises 


The Department of Finance were incensed with this and asked the government to tell 
O'Broin to resubmit the proposals through the Department of Finance according to the 
formal procedures of the Civil Service. John A. Costello, the Taoiseach, did so and 
returned the memo to the Department of Post and Telegraphs. The Minister for Finance 
refused to look at TV, calling it a "luxury service". Through this however O'Broin was 
able to get funding for the research he had asked for. 


The public service broadcaster, Telefís Éireann, opened in 1961, followed by an 
additional channel RTE2 in November 1978. TG4 launched on 31 October 1996 as 
a free-to-air public service broadcaster that targets Irish language viewers. 


On 20 September 1998, TV3 launched as the first independent commercial 

broadcaster in Ireland. In the 2000s television in Ireland expanded with the launch of Eir 
Sport 1, Bubble Hits (now defunct) and 3e (originally C6 on Cable, later added to Sky), 
which are available through PayTV cable and satellite services. TV3 purchased C6 and 
rebranded it 3e. Only with the launch of Saorview (FTA DTT) was 3e available Free to 
Air. 


Ireland commenced its switch over to its free-to-air digital terrestrial television (DTT) in 
October 2010.2 This provided viewers with greater viewing opportunities with an 
increase in public service channels, i.e. of commercial services with the possibility of 
more public service channels from existing public service broadcaster and possibly two 
new channels, the Houses of the Oireachtas Channel and the Irish Film Channel, subject 
to finance from the government for the last two. The then Minister for 

Communications Pat Rabbitte aspired to have a complete DTT service rolled out by 31 
December 2011.5 


Regulation[edit] 


Further information: Commission for Communications Regulation and Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland 


In Ireland, the Commission for Communications Regulation regulates radio wave 
spectrum licensing, and since 1 October 2009 the Broadcasting Authority of 

Ireland regulates both public service broadcasters such as RTE, TG4 and commercial 
broadcasters. 


Digital terrestrial television[edit] 


This section is in list format, but may read better 


as prose. You can help by converting this section, if 
appropriate. Editing help is available. (January 2014) 


e On 17 March 2011 a public advertising campaign was launched to highlight the 
integration of digital terrestrial television within Ireland. Saorview, Ireland's 
national free-to-air digital terrestrial television (DTT) service, launched officially to 
the public in May 2011. The service initially aired services provided only 
by RTE, TG4 and TV3. Additional services such as a commercial DTT service were 
deferred until a later date. The BAI have since ended negotiations to find a suitable 
service provider for such content.” 


e Previously, service providers for the commercial DTT varied between 2008 and 
2010. Negotiations between the three key players which included Boxer, OneVision 
(DTT), and Easy TV were deemed unsuccessful. Both Boxer and Onevision failed to 
sign-off an agreement between BAI and RTENL.“224, Easy TV considered its position 
on the license offer put to it on 29 April 2010.112 The Easy TV consortium informed 
the BAI on 12 May 2010 that it was declining their offer to pursue negotiations 
regarding the Commercial DTT Multiplex Licence.23 

e Public service channels are carried by 2RN, with this service operational to 90% of 
the country by 31 October 2010445! and complete by 31 December 2011 (98%). 
However, publicly accessible tests of this system were available across large 
swathes of the country since December 20095':s with further expansion since 29 
October 201027 with a soft launch in Spring 2011 culminating in a hard launch 
before 31 December 2011 when the ASO phase began. 

e The Irish system, being used by both RTÉNL and any subsequent commercial DTT 
provider is a MPEG-4 DVB-T service with an MHEG-5 interactive layer. naua 

e RTE Television were awarded a licence to operate a single multiplex, with a second 
multiplex which followed once analogue broadcasting ceased on 24 October 2012. 
Other services to launch on the second multiplex include additional services from 
TV3 such as TV3HD, TV3- 1, 3Kids and 3Classics and additional channels from RTÉ 
such as an arts channel and music channel. 

e The Broadcasting Act 2009 provided provision for the launch of two additional public 
services. These include an Oireachtas Channel and an Irish Film Channel. The 
Oireachtas TV service currently broadcasts on Saorview channel 22. The Irish Film 
Board will oversee operation for the Irish Film Channel. 

e By 2012, SAORVIEW offered 98% coverage for all channels. This was a significant 
improvement in free-to-air television coverage.24 Consumers should seek advice 
from their specialist retailer or manufacturer if looking to make a purchase in the 
immediate future. Similar services such as Saorview available in the United Kingdom 
(i.e. Freeview) and other parts of Europe are not compatible with Ireland's DTT 
service.221 RTE recommends that consumers wishing to avail of the SAORVIEW 
service only purchase receivers that carry the SAORVIEW approved logo.23 In 
practice, however, most MPEG-4 DVB-T compatible equipment, such as that 
conforming to the UK's Freeview HD standard, is capable of receiving SAORVIEW 
transmissions, albeit with some limitations to the EPG function. As the Freeview HD 
system is based on the newer DVB-T2 standard, SAORVIEW reception is dependent 
on the backward-compatibility of such devices. 


Historical testingieait] 


DVB-T was repeatedly tested from 2RN's Three Rock Mountain transmitter, with 
relatively long tests in 1998 and 2001, and shorter tests in 2004, with a single multiplex 
carrying the four Irish analogue terrestrial channels, and Tara Television while it was in 
existence, on both UHF (channel 26) and VHF (channel D). These were under temporary 
licences for testing, which are regularly awarded. RTEast Networks also broadcast test 
DVB-T with analogue TV and radio channels from the Clermont Carn transmitter in the 
Cooley Mountains, County Louth with some signal bleed into Northern Ireland. 


A contract to run a nationwide system, with six multiplexes from main sites, and four 
from relay sites was awarded in 2001 to ITS Digital Limited, led by former RTÉ 
executive, Mr Peter Branagan and trading as "It's TV", who intended to launch a pay TV 
and broadband service. ITS wanted to offer broadband internet access using the DVB- 
RCT standard (which while high bandwidth at up to 30 Mbit/s, is not fast enough with 
20,000 people on one mast). They had no broadband licence and no viable business 


plan without selling broadband, and due to lack of funding withdrew its application in 
October 2002. 


The government also planned to privatise RTÉ's transmission network at this time but 
this too failed in October 2002 following the withdrawal of ITS Digital Limited DTT 
licence application and a number of other factors. 41251 


Disability organisations and the switchoverieait] 


TV Access, a coalition of organisations that promote issues surrounding individuals 
with disabilities and senior citizens, began a campaign to highlight the switchover from 
analogue to digital television (DTT) broadcast services in its contribution to the 
Oireachtas Communications Committee heard on Wednesday, 1 April 2009.2% 


TV Access aimed to make the wider public aware of the needs of aging and disabled 
viewers; they also launched a website.24 


Promotion for DTT roll-out began on 17 March 2011.2! 
Multiplex licensing processriedit] 


e The establishment of a commercial multiplex for Digital Television Terrestrial within 
Ireland was punctuated with many delays. The BAI (then the Broadcasting 
Commission of Ireland) engaged in two phases of targeted consultation to assist in 
the development of its DTT Multiplex Licensing Policy. These consultations ran from 
May to December 2007 and involved the production of a comprehensive 
consultation document outlining policy proposals in relation to DTT licensing and the 
commissioning of independent research on DTT. It was initially proposed that RTE_ 
Television would operate the free-to-air public service multiplex, RTÉNL would 
provide the relevant broadcasting technologies and a third party would provide the 
pay or subscription service. These third parties included Easy TV, One Vision 
(DTT) and Boxer. Initially, Boxer Ireland was given the licence to operate the pay 
DTT service. Boxer's failure to negotiate with RTENL and the economic downturn in 
Ireland resulted in Boxer no longer holding interest in pursuing its business in 
Ireland. On 20 April 2009, the BAI announced that Boxer had ended negotiations on 
the DTT contract without a successful outcome. Following this the consortium that 
made up One Vision were issued the licence. Once again, One Vision failed to 
negotiate with RTENL, hence negotiations were unsuccessful. On 29 April 2010 it 
was announced that Onevision had pulled out of negotiations. Finally, The 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland began negotiating with Easy TV (a consortium 
made up of RTE and UPC Ireland). RTE publicly confirmed on 14 May 2010 Easy TV 
was "declining their offer to pursue negotiations" on the DTT contract.22 The BAI 
officially confirmed Easy TV's withdrawal and the conclusion of the current DTT 
licensing process on 18 May 2010.24 

e In July 2010, the then Minister for Communications Eamon Ryan announced that RTE 
would provide a basic free-to-air service without a pay DTT element. The free-to-air 
service would provide up to seven to ten channels and would roll out between 31 
October 2010 to 31 December 2012.2! The new service would provide viewers with 
existing Irish channels, while also providing opportunities to expand existing channel 
portfolios. This service would be provided by Saorview and Saorsat the latter to be 
used in areas were availability to access the Saorview is limited due to geographics. 


Cross-border partnershipieait] 


On 1 February 2010 Ireland's then-Minister for Communications Eamon Ryan signed an 
agreement with the UK's Ben Bradshaw. This agreement was designed to ensure 
viewers within Northern Ireland could watch RTE One, RTE2 and TG4 on a free-to- 

air basis after the digital switchover.&: While initial reports suggested that BBC services 
would equally be made available free-to-air in the Republic of Ireland at the same time, 
this was not to be the case. Instead BBC One Northern Ireland and BBC Two Northern 
Ireland were to be made available on a paid-for basis.2224I251 |n practice all BBC satellite 
channels can be received freely in the Republic of Ireland, due to overspill from the 
United Kingdom.59 


Following a broad range of technical work, the two governments agreed an effective 
way to provide for the continuing provision of TG4 by building a new, low power TV 
multiplex in Northern Ireland. In addition to carrying TG4, this multiplex, which is part of 
the UK DTT system, also carries RTE 1 and RTE 2.2481 This increased the coverage of 
these channels in Northern Ireland, to 9096 of the population in Northern Ireland to 
receive their services on a free-to-air basis, either through overspill as before or via the 
new multiplex. 


The former analogue signals were switched off on a co-ordinated basis in the Republic 
of Ireland and Northern Ireland on 24 October 2012. 


Foreseen as part of the agreement between both governments was the establishment 
of a joint venture (as a not-for-profit company) between RTE and TG4 to run the 
multiplex which is licensed under the UK's Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006 by Ofcom at 
the request of the UK government. In addition, the licensee has put out to competitive 
tender all the elements of the multiplex operation which are contestable and the 
multiplex is operated on an open book basis.24 


Mobile terrestrial television[edit] 


reflect recent events or newly available information. (November 


Ce This section needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
2019) 


Mobile Terrestrial Television is TV on mobile phone handsets, which does not have 
contention problems compared to 3G networks. 


The Commission for Communications Regulation issued its response to Consultation 
08/44 about interest in multi-city mobile TV licenses that could cover up to 40% of the 
population that would lead to the Award of available UHF spectrum in the urban areas of 
Cork, Dublin, Galway, Limerick and Waterford. That response to consultation was issued 
on Tuesday 28 July 2009.33 Having provided options to stakeholders in terms of 2 
options outlined in Consultation 08/44 of Mobile Telegraphy Licence or a technology 
neutral Wireless Telegraphy Licence, and minded by the 7 responses it received, the 
Mobile Telegraphy Licence was seen as the best use of spectrum, given the nature of 
the spectrum of 8 MHz of UHF band in between 470 and 750 MHz in the five main urban 
areas due to the limited spectrum arising from DTT introduction and use of 4 
multiplexes as the spectrum priority prior to analogue switchover (ASO). 


ComReg proposed launch of the wholesale mobile TV network following licence award 
be rolled out within 24 months before penalty or licence withdrawal from the winner of 
the contest. The contest was done by comparative beauty contest instead of auction, 


given the nature of Mobile TV as a newish area and the risks in terms of investment 
inherenet in it. Given the limited spectrum a wholesale model as noted by the EU 
Commission? reference 2 in such situation is chosen. This results in third parties having 
access through agreements with the wholesale mobile network operator as Other 
Mobile TV Service Providers (OMTSPs) in a timely, reasonable, non-discriminatory and 
transparent manner to the network to provide their own services and electronic 
programme guide from up to 20 channels maximum space. 


The licence would be for 10 years and not automatically renewed. Those services are 
encrypted by the service provider to the subscriber. Contributors to the consultation 
08/44 were given time to reflect on the terms suggested for the comparative beauty 
contest before 11 September 2009 and following that feedback and ComReg's further 
reflection on that, the comparative contest guidelines were issued and an application 
date set by the end of the year. The winner of that contest would have 2 years to build 
the network and agree terms with Other Mobile TV Service Providers. The Broadcasting 
Act 2009 was also referred to in Comreg Publication 09/64. 


By April 2010, following on from the response to its consultation at end of 2009 the 
communications regulator ComReg issued an Information Notice on the future award of 
a mobile television license, ComReg 10/26 Mobile TV Wireless Telegraphy Licence 
Award on Tuesday, 30 March 2010.44 


The Information Notice provided in ComReg's plans to issue one 8 MHz frequency 
channel in the UHF band in the areas of Cork, Dublin, Galway, Limerick, and Waterford 
and invited candidates to tender for the licence in the fourth quarter of the year of 2010 
and announce the licence results by the end of 2010. It weighed elements of business 
plans when it began the comparative process in Q4 2010. Offer of licence would have 
been 2011 but this was then cancelled by ComReg. International frequency co- 
ordination would also be ongoing during the period primarily with the UK. 


Comments to ComReg's mobile television licence proposal were taken until 30 April 
2010. 


By November 2010, only two responders responded to ComReg's Television licence 
proposals consultation. These were RTENL and Vodafone Ireland. Points regarding 
wholesale access commitments considered critical for the successful provision of 
wholesale Mobile TV service and the provision of Mobile TV services for the benefits of 
consumers more generally were discussed. The two responders addressed points 
regarding automatic additional spectrum and ComReg outlined that it was minded to 
consider later award of mobile TV license when a national network for same would be 
possible of for other uses. The main concern was to whether there is demand for 
broadcast mobile TV, given experiences elsewhere or whether the award be made post 
ASO when international spectrum co-ordination is clearer. ComReg welcomed views 
regarding these issues from interested parties by no later than 5.00 p.m. on 9 
December 2010. It will make its decision going forward on the licence proposal 
following consideration of responses to this. 


Cable[edit] 


Main article: Cable Television in Ireland 


Prior to Sky Digital, cable television was the most common system for distributing multi- 
channel television in Ireland. With more than 40 years of history and extensive networks 
of both wired and "wireless" cable, Ireland is amongst the most cabled countries in 

Europe. Forty percent of Irish homes received cable television in September 2006. The 


figure dropped slightly in the early years of the 21st century due to the increased 
popularity of satellite reception, notably Sky, but has stabilised recently. 


In Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, which formerly traded under the brand names Chorus 
NTL and UPC Ireland, is by far the largest cable operator, almost all of the state's cable 
TV operators and formerlly all of the state's MMDS licences. Virgin Media offers digital 
cable television services in cities and towns throughout the country (with the exception 
of Cork, where the network is digital-only). It offered MMDS services in rural areas until 
the MDS licences were withdrawn. Other than Virgin Media, the only other operators 
providing digital cable systems are Crossan CableComm which operates in Longford, 
Smyths Cablevision, which operates in Cavan, and Casey Cablevision which operates 


in Dungarvan, County Waterford. 
Satellite[edit] 


Direct broadcast satellite service has been available since the late 1980s with the 
arrival of free-to-air satellite Astra and subscription service Sky Television. 


In 1988 a pan-European satellite service was launched through SES. The service 
provided viewers with pan-European channels which targeted the entire continent. On 5 
February 1989, when Sky Television launched. British Satellite Broadcasting, which was 
also available in Ireland, launched in 1990 and the two merged to form British Sky 
Broadcasting in 1990. For most of the 1990s however, Sky's DBS customer base in 
Ireland was dwarfed by the large numbers receiving its channels via cable. Sky Digital, 
Ireland's first digital television service, launched in October 1998. However, in the 
absence of any subsidy for the Sky Digibox in Ireland - viewers in the UK could avail of 
both a Sky subsidy and one from British Interactive Broadcasting - the cost to initially 
acquire Sky Digital equipment was very expensive (IEP 450) and subscriber numbers did 
not rise until both these subsidies were introduced into Ireland in 2000. In 2001, UK and 
Irish terrestrial channels became available to Irish Sky customers for the first time. 


While Sky is the biggest satellite service in Ireland, it is by no means the only satellite 
broadcasts available. Most free to air broadcasts available in Europe are available in 
Ireland via the right receiver (set top box) and a dish pointed at the correct satellite. In 
2008, Sat4free, an adapted version of the UK Freesat equipment, began selling in 
Ireland. It is a fixed NI post code version of a Freesat receiver. Some retailers in Ireland 
sell actual Freesat setboxes. Both Freesat and Sat4free are superior to generic satellite 
receivers for the reception of UK television, only old stock of Sat4Free is now available 
and new purchases should be "Freesat HD" even if the TV set is not HDTV. Imported 
"Grey market" (as the contract the operator has doesn't permit direct sales outside the 
intended Geographic area) satellite receivers are sometimes used to watch 

both FTA and subscription channels from visitors home countries (e.g., Cyfrowy Polsat) 


Following the failure of the commercial DTT process in May 2010 RTÉ submitted a 
revised DTT plan including a FTA satellite option to the Dept of Communications in mid 
June 2010 for approval.“2! RTE publicly announced at an Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Communications discussion™ in mid July 2010 that a free-to-air satellite service, 

called Saorsat, would be offered to complement the terrestrial DTT service. Saorsat will 
enable Irish public service channels to be made available free to air and unencrypted, 
for the first time, as a means of covering the last 296 of the population who will be 
unable to receive the Saorview terrestrial service. 


RTÉ said the combined offering was designed to be the most cost-effective solution for 
viewers and broadcasters; to offer for the first time 10096 coverage of free-to-air public 


service television services in Ireland; and to provide full national back-up coverage on 
satellite in the event of an emergency or catastrophic failure of the DTT system. 


Approval for the revised National DTT plan and the new Saorsat satellite service was 
announced by the Minister for Communications at the end of July 2010.2 


The Saorsat satellite service has been available publicly since 3 May 2012 as tests had 
commenced at the end of May 2011.42 


Streaming[edit] 


With over one quarter of the population now viewing programming on streaming 
platforms, many public service broadcasters and international streaming services serve 
the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland some of the most popular include: 


e Netflix 

e Amazon Prime 
e Walter Presents 
e Volta 


Free to access: 


Republic of Ireland 


e RTÉ Player 

e Virgin Media Player 
e TG4 Player 

e arte 


Northern Ireland 


e RTE Player International 


e BBC iPlayer 
e All4 

e [TV Hub 

e My5 


Other technologies[edit] 
DVB-H 


e O2 Ireland and 3 Ireland undertook trials of DVB-H. However delays in licensing 
broadcast spectrum to the mobile sector in Ireland forced telecoms providers such 
as O2 to proceed with 3G/HSDPA Mobile TV.“442 Vodafone Ireland and 3 Ireland 
already have significant digital video content distributed over their 3G and 3.5G 
(HSDPA) networks 


Virgin Media Ireland provides a wireless cable service over an all digital MMDS network 
reaching over 80% of the country. This network operates at 2.5 GHz to 2.7 GHz. 


The now defunct SCTV Digital provided an advanced digital television service to Cork 
City and parts of County Cork. It is licensed to operate all over Munster. Operating at 
11.7 GHz to 12.5 GHz (MVDDS) it delivered approximately 75 digital television channels 
and video on demand services from "Sky By Wire".59 


Digital satellite is the only form of subscriber satellite transmission available in the 
country and is provided by Sky (and Sky+ HD). The Freesat a UK service is also 
available in the country, as are FTA satellite channels from several other European 
countries. 


One company provides digital television via IPTV; Magnet Entertainment. 


e Magnet Networks offers viewers in Ireland the chance to view RTE One, RTÉ2, TV3, 
TG4, 3e and Dail & Seanad TV channels via the internet. 


Deflectors (UHF television programme retransmission)[edit] 


In rural areas where neither cable or MMDS are available, UHF television programme 
retransmission systems or deflectors®! pick up the UK terrestrial channels (either 
from Northern Ireland or Wales), and retransmit them on local UHF signals along with 
other channels. 


These operators faced legal action in the late 1990s from MMDS operators, as they did 
not pay royalties to the relevant broadcasters, and were not licensed. When the 
deflectors were shut down, there was such an outcry in those areas that an independent 
election candidate in County Donegal, Tom Gildea, was elected as a TD on a platform of 
supporting legalisation, which occurred in 1999. 


Deflectors were first licensed in 1999 by the then spectrum regulator, the ODTR.'2! 

53 The Wireless Telegraphy (UHF Television Programme Retransmission) Regulations, 
200954 were the last for deflectors, as all deflector licences expired in December 2012 
due to the transition to DTT.There are few (if any) such systems still operating in 
Ireland. 


Television licence[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the Republic of Ireland 


In Ireland, a television licence is required for any address at which there is a television 
set or device not exempted under Staturory Instrument 319 of 2009 see. In 2008, the 
annual licence fee is €160.59% Revenue is collected by An Post, the Irish postal service. 
The bulk of the fee is used to fund Raidió Teilifís Eireann, the state broadcaster. The 
licence must be paid for any premises that has any equipment that can potentially 
decode TV signals, even those that are not RTE's. The licence is free to senior citizens 
(to anyone over the age of 70, some over 66), some Social Welfare recipients, and 
individuals who are blind. The fee for the licences of such beneficiaries is paid for by the 
state. 


Most-viewed channels (IRL)[edit] 


The channels with the largest AGB Nielsen viewing share from 2002 - 2012 are outlined 
in the table below:£4 


In 2013 in the Republic of Ireland 45% of TV Viewers watch free-to-air Irish services 
from RTE, TV3 and TG4, while 1096 of viewers watch the traditional Northern Irish 
channels UTV, BBC 1 NI, BBC 2 NI and Channel 4. 


This compares to 2002 figures which show that 47% of viewers watched services from 
RTE, TV3 and TG4, while 3196 watched traditional Northern Irish channels. 


Irish services had an audience peak of 56% in 2006, while traditional Northern Irish 
services saw their audience share slide down to 1996 in the same year. 


Since 2002 the number of channels competing for advertising revenue has risen from 
11 in 2002 to 38 in 2013. Advertising on UK services account for about 17% of all 
advertising revenue in Ireland. Of the 38 channels competing for advertising only 6 are 
Irish based. 
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See also[edit] 


e List of television channels available in the Republic of Ireland 
e Television in Northern Ireland 

* Television in the United Kingdom 

e List of Ireland game shows 
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The Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) (Irish: An Coimisiun 
um Rialáil Cumarsáide) is the general communications regulator for Ireland, covering 
almost all possible types of communications. 


Founded on 1 December 2002, ComReg took over from the Office of the Director of 
Telecommunications Regulation (ODTR), amongst other bodies. The ODTR was 
established in 1997 to take over the licensing and regulatory functions of the Minister 
for Transport, Energy and Communication which related primarily to broadcasting and 
communications. The first (and only) Director of Telecommunications Regulation 

was Etain Doyle, who was subsequently appointed Chairperson of ComReg, on its 
establishment. 


Under the Communications Regulation Act, 2002" the Minister for Communications, 
Marine, and Natural Resources appoints the chairperson and up to two other 
commissioners of ComReg. Currently the commissioners are Gerry Fahy, Jeremy 
Godfrey and Kevin O'Brien”! Sectors regulated by ComReg 

include post, telecoms, internet, cable television, terrestrial television, radio and domain 
name under the Communications Regulation Act, 2002 (No. 20 of 2002), S.I. No. 510 of 
2002 Communications Regulation Act 2002 (Establishment Day) Order 2002 and other 
acts. For a full list of legislation underpinning ComReg's responsibilities.) 


ComReg set prices, allocate frequencies, and issue licenses to those involved in these 
sectors and provides statistical data, consumer product price comparisons to assist 
consumers in achieving value for money on a fair basis. In relation to terrestrial 
television and radio, the commission acts in conjunction with the Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland. After the enactment of the Broadcasting Act 2009 RTE and TG4 authorities 
were disbanded and now come under the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland's remit. 


ComReg is also tasked with enforcing wireless telegraphy legislation, in particular 
the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1926, in relation to use of the radio spectrum, which 
includes actions against pirate radio stations, distributors of mobile phone repeaters 
and other unlicensed users of radio spectrum. 


In September 2004, ComReg launched their consumer driven website, AskComreg.i.e. 
Since then it has added ComStat.ie"! to provide market communications industry 


statistics to industry and academia and CallCosts.ie*! which provides the tariff models of 
all telecoms products for consumers to compare product prices and make the best 
choices for themselves. 


See also[edit] 
e Communications in Ireland 
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The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) (Irish: Údarás Craolacháin na hÉireann) 
was established on 1 October 2009 effectively replacing the Broadcasting 
Commission of Ireland (BCI) (Irish: Coimisiún Craolacháin na hEireann). 


The BAI is the regulator of both public and commercial broadcasting sector in Ireland. 


History[edit] 


e The Authority came into being under the Broadcasting Act 2009. Prior to its 
establishment on 30 September 2009, as a Commission, it was set up as 
the Independent Radio and Television Commission (IRTC) under the terms of 
the Radio and Television Act, 1988.7! This act allowed the first legal stations not 
operated by RTE to come into existence. Prior to this commercial broadcasting in 
Ireland had been unlicensed and illegal. Despite this a thriving pirate radio scene 
existed. The Act sought to bring this under a regulatory framework. 


e From 1989 onwards the Commission began to license Independent Local Radio 
stations. It also sought to introduce a national radio and television service. But while 
ILR was mostly successful, both national efforts ran into difficulty. 

e Inthe case of the radio service, Century Radio, it went bankrupt within months, 
issues surrounding the then Minister for Justice and Communications Ray. 

Burke were also raised as he sought to deregulate the system. In 1997 Radio Ireland 
won the contract for Ireland's commercial national Radio service, now Today FM. 
Meanwhile, the selected contractor for the television service TV3, took eight years to 
find a backer before it finally went on air. 

e The Broadcasting Act, 20017 gave the Commission its most recent past name and 
increased its powers. It can now issue contracts for broadcasting via cable, satellite, 
and most recently DTT under a different model from 2001 Broadcasting 
(Amendment) Act 2007, and can also develop codes in relation to various 
broadcasting activities. The first, a code on children's advertising, has proved highly 
controversial. Under the Broadcasting Act 200958! the Commission has been 
abolished and its powers transferred to the new Broadcasting Authority of Ireland's 
Contract Awards Committee. The BAI incorporates the role of the Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission for Ireland and also the regulatory powers of the RTE 
Authority and Teilifís na Gaeilge, these now having simply corporate governance and 
strategic roles, losing their self-regulatory roles. While the contract award process 
will not be radically altered, the Authority will now have powers to fine stations 
rather than having to remove their contracts. 

e The Commission also operated the Broadcasting Funding Scheme or Sound & Vision 
which distributes 596 of the collected TV licence to projects on film, TV and radio and 
under the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, this will continue, including increased 
requirements for spend on indigenous programming. This is further to the 
Broadcasting (Funding) Act 2003. So far over €30 Million euro has been invested into 
the audio visual sector in Ireland as a result of the scheme, enabling 280 projects to 
be funded and broadcast in peak listener/viewer times.“ 


Previous Role of the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland 
(BCI) [edit] 


The BCI was responsible for arranging the provision of television and radio services in 
addition to those provided by Raidió Teilifis Eireann (RTE). In addition, it was responsible 
for developing codes on advertising and other matters, which apply both its own 
stations and those of RTE. Its role has expanded following the statutory instrument 
signed by Minister Eamonn Ryan on 24 September 2009 to include Analogue terrestrial 
television switchoff in Ireland (aerial/transmitter system) and licensing the more channel 
spacious digital terrestrial television channel licensing that it will undertake once the 
commercial DTT contract is concluded with the current consortium.“ 


Contract method under the BCI[edit] 


e The BCI awarded television and radio programme contracts (typically called 
"licences", though the actual broadcasting licences are really issued by ComReg) by 
a "beauty contest" system. 

e Typically the Authority will decide on the area and type of service to be provided. It 
then asks for expressions of interest, which will then lead to an actual contest for 
the contract. Each bidder for the contract submits a detailed business plan and 
programming proposals to the Authority, which then selects a preferred bidder. 


e |t will then conduct further negotiations before issuing the contract. However, the 
previous Commission had limited ability to enforce contracts once issued. It could 
issue stations warnings or ultimately threaten them with the loss of contract, but 
this is regarded as a "nuclear option" and is often very unpopular with the stations' 
listenership. More often, it would try to negotiate with the station in order to 
influence its programming. Only in one instance - Radio Limerick One - was a 
station's contract terminated midway through its run. In three further cases - North 
West Radio, Radio Kilkenny, and Carlow Kildare Radio - the stations contract was 
awarded to a different company at the end of its term. These decisions proved very 
politically unpopular and have led to calls for the BCI to automatically renew 
contracts unless there have been stated misbehaviour. However, as Independent 
Local Radio stations typically have a monopoly, this would mean no new enterants 
could ever enter the market. 


Transition to Broadcasting Authority of Ireland[ieait] 
Main article: Broadcasting Act 2009 


Under the Broadcasting Act 200901021 the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) 


e 1. took over the functions of the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland and the 
Broadcasting Complaints Commission, 

e 2.as well as certain powers of the RTE Authority and the board of Téilifis na Gaeilge 
(TG4) on 1 October 2009. 

e 3. It will have new powers to fine broadcasters where it deems appropriate contract 
breaches require such but do not necessitate premature contract end 


The Authority officially came into being when a Statutory Instrument appointed 1 
October 2009 as the day for it to assume its powers was made by the Minister for 
Communications, Energy, and Natural Resources. Until then, the BCI continued to 
operate under the terms of the Radio and Television Act 1988, notwithstanding the 
2009 Act's repeal of that Act. 


Membersrieait] 


The Authority comprises nine members. Five members were announced on 30 
September 2009 and were appointed by the Government of Ireland on the nomination 
of the Minister and a further four were appointed following the nomination of the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. 


The five government appointees to the Authority are: 


e Dr Pauric Travers, the current Chairperson; currently a graduate of University 
College Dublin and the Australian National University, Canberra. An eminent 
historian and educationalist, he is President Emeritus of St Patrick's College, 
Drumcondra, having completed 13 years as President/CEO 

e Alan McDonnell (Managing director of Empeira Consultants) 

* Grace Smith (Legal professional with over 20 years practice as an 


international lawyer in a large legal practice) 


e Professor Maeve McDonagh (Academic Lawyer specialising in information law 
including freedom of information, data protection and information technology law 
and human rights law) 

e Seamus Martin (Retired international editor of The Irish Times) 


In addition to the Authority, the BAI comprises two separate and independent 
committees - a Contract Awards Committee and a Compliance Committee. 


The Contract Awards Committee members include: 


e  Ercus Stewart S.C. (Chairperson); Barrister 

e Mr John Hogan; Business consultant 

e Eimer McGovern; Chief Financial Officer with Fenergo 
e Ms Clodagh O’Donnell; Management consultant 


The Compliance Committee members are: 


e Professor Kevin Rafter (Chairperson); Professor of Political Communication at Dublin 
City University; 

e Ms Paula Mullooly; Solicitor 

e Mr Nigel Heneghan; Managing director of Heneghan PR 

e Ms Eileen Maher; Communications consultant 


The Contracts Award Committee licenses independent commercial and community 
broadcasters including digital television providers. 


The Compliance Committee requires all broadcasters, public or private, to comply with 
their licence conditions, broadcasting codes and rules. New codes in relation to 
children's advertising, among others, were introduced under the Broadcasting Act.“ 


The Sound and Vision Fund[edit] 


The BAI is in charge of the Irish government's Broadcasting Fund which is taken from 
the TV Licence Fee. Since 2006 the BCI have given nearly €20million euro to 
Independent producers for TV, Radio and Film that meet the requirement of the 
scheme. They have provided funds to programmes and films such as Hunger (Film 
Four), Aifric and Kings (TG4), School Run (TV3) and Garage (RTE). The producer must 
have the support of a Free-to-air broadcaster, the UK's broadcasters are sufficient since 
they are available FTA via Satellite, Setanta have produced a discussion Sports 

Matter which is unencrypted when it airs on the channel. 


See also[edit] 


e Communications in Ireland 


External links[edit] 


e Broadcasting Authority of Ireland website 

e Archived/transitional website of Broadcasting Authority of Ireland during BAI website 
designing 

e BCI evolution into BAI planned for 2009 legislative incorporation 
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Cable (originally known in Ireland as "piped" television) first started in the 1960s, when 
several companies, including state broadcaster RTE, started relaying the UK's terrestrial 
TV channels in some cities and larger towns. Today all Irish cities and many larger 
towns have cable networks. 


Technology[edit] 


Ireland's cable television networks are entirely digital DVB-C services. However, in many 
areas, a small number (approximately 16) analogue channels were carried alongside 
digital services until 2019. 


The legacy analogue cable television services provided unencrypted PAL System 
I television channels. Frequency plans varied from place to place and channels are 
carried in VHF Band I, Band Ill, Hyperband and sometimes UHF Band IV. 


In the past, additional encrypted premium analogue channels were also available. To 
view these channels a set top box was required. Cablelink / NTL Ireland used 
Cryptovision, while some other companies, notably Cork Multichannel, 

used Jerrold (General Instrument) scrambling systems. 


Cork City and other areas cabled by Cork Multichannel Television required 

a Jerrold (General Instrument)set top box for all channels. The entire Cork analogue 
cable network was encrypted from the late 1980s onwards. The Cork network also 
carried more channels than other cable networks in Ireland at that time. When digital 
cable was launched in Cork, Virgin Media Ireland rapidly swapped analogue set top 
boxes for digital boxes and then shutdown the analogue service entirely. The network 
carried analogue terrestrial channels, RTE1, RTÉ2, TV3 and TG4 in some parts of the 


network until 2018. This means that Cork became the first city in Ireland with an 
exclusively digital cable network. 


For analogue cable in Ireland there was no set frequency plan. Most cable networks for 
analogue used Harmonically related carriers (carrier frequencies of exact 8 MHz 
multiples). Some cable networks such as Limerick used Irish terrestrial channel 
alignments or even a mixture of the two-channel plans. 


Digital cable operates using DVB-C, although encryption, as well as other platform 
details varies by provider. Most providers require the use of a set top box to view their 
television services. 


Digital networks have far more sophisticated trunking systems. The five main Cities 
(Dublin, Cork, Galway, Limerick, and Waterford), along with towns 

like Longford, Dungarvan, Clonmel, Thurles, Kilkenny etc. now enjoy state of the 
art Hybrid fibre-coaxial networks which are used to deliver a myriad of services, 
including digital TV, broadband DOCSIS 3.0, and cable telephony services. 


Overhead cables (strung between buildings rather than utility poles as is the case in the 
United States) are common in areas constructed before the foundation of the local cable 
firm, or where the cable firm did not have a construction agreement with the builders; 
underground cables are more common in developments build post-1985. 


History[edit] 


In the early years of television Irish viewers had access to the BBC via signals coming 
from Northern Ireland and Wales. By 1959 Northern Irish viewers had access to one 
public service broadcaster (BBC) and one commercial broadcaster (Ulster Television). 
The Secretary of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs - Leon O'Broin -had tried to 
progress the idea of an Irish channel since 1953, this new medium coming from the 
north was to spur the Irish government into action. Teilifís Éireann began broadcasting 
on 31 December 1961. During these years many Irish radio listeners where listening 

to BBC Radio so the interest in BBC Television would continue, some had been watching 
since 1953 via spillover signals. 1963 saw the first cable service from RTÉ under the 
name RTE Relays, these tests were in preparation for the building of 

the Ballymun apartment blocks, which were built during these early years of RTÉ 
Television. RTE relays would opt to provide their service with the BBC and Ulster 
Television (later Cablelink would also provide HTV from Wales). 


The first major city outside Dublin to build a purpose-built Cable TV network under the 
new 1974 regulations was Waterford, which initially delivered service to some 6,000 
homes in 1974. It supplied an analogue service to an estimated 14 - 16,000 homes in 
Waterford City, along with almost 5,000 cable broadband customers, including VoIP 
(Voice over Internet Protocol) telephony services. 


Other cities followed suit, but not until the 1980s. First Cork in 1981, then Limerick in 
1983 and Galway by 1985.2 However, due to legislation regarding the use of microwave 
links at the time, companies were forced to lay untold kilometres of cable to get from 
the headend to the city. 


The cable connecting Cork to the Comeragh Mountains was 100 km (60 mi) in total: the 
longest cable TV route ever built in Europe. !ettenneeae Casey Cablevision of Dungarvan, 

County Waterford held the Irish record previously, with a 25 km (16 mi) line connecting 
to the Comeragh Mountains headend. Cork Communications (Cork Multichannel TV) had 
initially built a head-end in the Knockmealdown mountains, but reception there was less 


than satisfactory and a deal was done after a few months in 1982 to use Casey 
Cablevision's headend. 


The majority of major cable systems in Ireland now use fibre optics, however some 
smaller systems still use a mixture of microwave links, UHF antennae and direct 
satellite feeds to local headends. 


By the 1980s cable television was well-established as the most popular multi-channel 
television reception system in Ireland. In addition to providing Irish and British 
terrestrial television, Irish CATV systems generally began adding additional services 
during the 1980s as English-language services started to appear on European satellites 
that were receivable in Ireland. This greatly enhanced the number of channels available 
to customers. Property developers also began to pre-wire new homes for cable service 
where it was available. By the end of the decade, cable television was more popular 
than both direct reception of UHF television from the UK and satellite television. 


Multichannel [edit] 


Long before any coaxial cable had been laid for the distribution of television in Ireland, 
the Irish were enjoying multi-channel TV. Even before Teilifis Eireann had begun to 
broadcast, Irish viewers were watching the BBC and ITV. The BBC signal was available 
to 40% of the population in the Republic by the late 1950s.™ Many had already installed 
outdoor aerials to get signals from Northern Ireland or Wales. Not all of the country 
could get access to the BBC and ITVs signals, so they were introduced to television by 
the new Irish television service Teilifis Eireann, by the time the 1960 Broadcasting Act 
had been produced around 50,000 television set had been sold in Ireland.“ During this 
time Ireland experienced economic growth and the beginnings of Community Antenna 
Television (CATV) or Cabled television broadcasts. RTE set up their relays service for 
viewers in Ballymun providing both the BBC and Ulster Television on their service 
known as RTE Relays. Even before the advent of Sky Digital in Ireland and later FTA UK 
Satellite, over 75% of households had ITV (UTV or HTV). 


Laying Ireland's cable(edit] 


There were two prevailing reasons for cable. The attraction of the British channels and 
hence more choice, and better reception for many people, analogue terrestrial signals 
covered about 90% of the population. Cable companies around Dublin (such as RTE 
Relays, Marlin Communal Aerials Ltd., and Phoenix Relays Ltd.) provided the 3 main 
British broadcasters at the time (later they would also provide Channel 4 and satellite 
channels). 


Cablevision rolled out CATV systems in Waterford and Galway. 


In 1981 Marlin Communal Aerials Ltd. acquired Phoenix Relays Ltd and formed Dublin 
Cablesystems Ltd. (DCS). The Canadian company Rogers Cable owned Cablevision and 
Dublin Cablesystems through their purchase of Perimer Cablevision in 1980. In 1984 
RTE proposed to buy 75% of DCS in an aim to modernise cable systems that had an 
"urgent need for modernisation and development which was impossible under present 
conditions". 


Cablelink TV F connector box 


There was little regulation of cable systems during the early years, often it was there to 
redistribute British channels and improve RTÉ's reception. With this in mind RTÉ was 
allowed buy a 7596 share in DCS and 1986 formed Cablelink. Cablelink had 
approximately 200,000 subscribers. By 1990 almost 300,000 homes had cable 
subscriptions and the Government began to regulate the MMDS system. 


MMDS|edit] 


MMDS was used to distribute multichannel television to non-cabled areas between 1989 
and 2016. While "cable" television generally refers to services provided by cables, as 
the name might suggest, legally MMDS television distribution systems, which were 
widespread in some regions of rural Ireland, were classified as a form of 'cable' 
television. MMDS rollout began in 1989, with the network of 29 cells forming a "national 
grid" being regulated for, if not intact by 1998. 


Analogue MMDS specifications were legally set in 1998 by the then Office of the Director 
of Telecommunications Regulation in the document "Technical conditions for the 
operation of analogue programme services distribution systems in the frequency band 
2500-2686 MHz" 


Virgin Media Digital MMDS used a DVB-C variant on ex NTL MMDS and a variant of DVB- 
T on ex Chorus MMDS networks. 


One of the first MMDS operators provided 11 channels, but RTÉ One or Network 2 did 
not appear on the service, rather their CEO insisted on the RTÉ News that customers 
could already receive those transmission terrestrially and his product was about 
providing more choice. 


The introduction of MMDS proved controversial for a time in some rural areas which 
were accustomed to receiving multichannel services more cheaply via unlicenced UHF 
relay "deflector" or "rebeaming" systems. These operations were generally community 
operated and technically illegal however many of them were eventually licensed in 
1999 following intense political lobbying. All deflector licenses lapsed in 2012 with the 
switchover to digital television while all MMDS operations ceased in 2016. 


The Report of the Cable Systems Committee of 1984 [edit] 


The Report of the Cable Systems Committee of 1984 recommended the upgrading of 
the current cable systems in Ireland. There seemed at this time to be no mandate for 
community or local broadcasts. According to the committee Ireland's cable network had 
evolved to gain better access to "off-air" signals coming from Britain. In 1961 the limited 
use of aerials saw the development of Irish cable. In 1966 RTE was given the task of 
providing cabled services to the Ballymun area. Cable saw restrictions put in places as 
RTÉ sought to establish itself as a television broadcaster. Only areas with over the air 
access to ITV and BBC signals were permitted to have cable services (to improve 
receptions they already had), within those areas only one building or ten houses could 
use the one link, in 1970 this was increased to 500. This was to try to prevent RTE 
having a monopoly, but they remained in the market with RTÉ Relays. 


In 1973 the government introduced a levy to all cable company for 1596 of their fee to 
be given to RTÉ due to losses incurred from advertising revenues, any company with 
less than 100 subscribers were exempt from this levy. By 1974 43 cable companies had 
been licensed. From 1981 new cable companies were allowed in areas without 
"off-air"/spillover signals. In 1985 314,000 homes had access to cable television, with 
80% of those home taking up the services provided.2: 


There was some unauthorized access to cable service by customers which caused radio 
disruption, while older systems lacked the two-way communication while new cable had 
only some two-way communications. The Committee was advising that cable be treated 
as a national infrastructure and to be dealt with in a manner ready for the information 
age. It continued to suggest that new services such as local and community TV, Pay TV, 
pay per view and interactive services could be used on the cable networks. Direct 
Satellite Broadcasting was ready to begin in Europe by 1986. The committee looked at 
both Belgium and Canada as they had similar take-up of cable as Ireland.22 


Cable was an integral part of Ireland Information Infrastructure and the Department of 
Communications took an active role in regulating it technical and in regards content.23 


In 1985 VHF band | and III were used to carry six television stations, while VHF band II 
carried radio stations, however it was thought that up to 15 channels could be provided 
on the cable services. They were advised that 30-50 channels could be provided, but 
this would be at huge infrastructure costs and was not in the interest of customers, 
since many only had a 15-channel dial “ 


With the merger of RTE Relays and DCS many customers were beginning to see better 
reception due to the integration of both systems, Cablelink had begun to reduce head- 
ends which help with reception issues.» 


The Cable Systems Committee recommended further penetration of the network around 
the country. Issues surrounding copyrights were an issue, however at this time the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive (TVWF) was being discussed in Europe, it was 
recommending that once content was legally transmitted in one jurisdiction that it 
should be permitted in others.22 


The committee spent some time investigating interactivity; while it came to no 
conclusion about the need for interactive services it did suggest that cable licensees set 
about upgrading their systems in case such services become popular in the future. The 
committee also investigated planning laws; it was felt that each planning authority at 
the time had different rules for the laying of cable. There should be a more uniformed 
approach, they did not go as far as to suggest that cable companies be given the status 
of utility companies thus providing them with access to private property, they did 


suggest that those not wishing to have equipment on the premises should then be 
charge for the re-route should they ever want cable in the future. It was also pointed out 
that some Local Authorities put levies on cable systems, which cable companies were 
not aware of when applying for their licence, thus having the need to request price 
increases. It was not thought that unauthorised access should be made a criminal 
offence, but rather that cable be placed underground as this had cause reductions in 
unauthorised access in other countries. It was also felt that cables should be earthed to 
prevent any electrical danger it may cause to people in their homes. 


At the time RTÉ received a 1596 percent levy from the cable companies for money lost 
through advertising revenue, as RTE now owned 80% of Cablelink the largest cable 
supplier it was thought that this should be reviewed as it had a near monopoly in the 
country. Administration costs were also to be reduced and the commission suggested 
that a 6 monthly list of customers should be provided to the Department rather than a 
monthly one. Local adverts provided on the cable company's line up of channels should 
be allowed however the companies should have the same constrains as RTE Television. 


By 1981 Dublin had two major cable companies, DCS and RTÉ relays and a few smaller 
companies around the city. Allied Combined Trust (ACT), a subsidiary of Allied Irish 
Investment Bank, held 2096 of Cablelink by 1986, while 8096 was held by RTE. The 
Minister for Communications Jim Mitchell asked for a review of the Restrictive practices 
in Dublin caused by a virtual monopoly that had been built by the new company. 


The takeover of the DCS system by RTÉ Relays had been approved and a number of 
reasons for the merger were put forward: 


1. A more integrated approach to Dublin cable which had grown in a patchwork of 
different companies 

2. A new primary network was to be laid covering 140 km (90 miles), with 80 km 
(50 miles) underground 

3. A new technical processing centre in Ternure to provide other services 

4. Cells of 3,000 homes 

5. Increase number of stations available to the public 


New set-top boxes could be used to provide free satellite channels, Pay TV, Pay per 
View and interactive services. 


The issues surrounding the monopoly insisted that the cable company had some 
competition from other sources: 


1. RTÉ ONE and TWO are available free-to-air 

2. BBC 1, BBC2, UTV, HTV, SAC and C4 were available through roof-top aerials 

3. Direct satellite broadcasters were currently broadcasting direct to home satellite 
Systems 


However 


1. It was felt that RTÉ ONE and TWO was not sufficient 
2. There was limited use of roof top aerials for the British channels 
3. It was at that time illegal to own a satellite dish 5s 


It was felt that more than one operator would provide smaller areas and two to a house 
was unworkable, it didn't matter how many cable companies were available since most 
areas would only ever have one those providing a monopoly in that area.22 


The committee wanted local television to be defined; Cablelink pointed out that within 
the network each area was made up of 3000 cells so this would not be an issue should 
areas require their own local TV service. The company was also in good finances; some 
smaller operators could end up out of business due to the high cost of maintaining their 
network. There was also a feeling that the CEO of a larger company did not listen to 
their customers as they were so far removed from the customer, small local cable 
companies had the CEO as the area manager. By 1986 Cablelink had made no 
approaches to the Minister for the addition of services via satellite, there was a 
suggestion that RTÉ was preventing new services from appearing on screen however 
Cablelink insisted that it wanted to launch the services across Dublin rather than in bits 
and pieces as it upgraded their network.29 


A brief timeline of the Cable and MMDS industry in 
Irelandieait] 


1963: Marlin cables part Ballymun 
1968: RTÉ with its subsidiary RTÉ Relays cables the Ballymun Flats. 


1970s: Phoenix and Marlin merge to form Dublin Cablesystems (DCS) owned by Rogers 
Cable Canada 


1980 Premier Cablevision is bought by Rogers Cable which owns Cablevision Waterford 
and Galway 


In the early 1980s Westward cable provide cable to Limerick City, Cork city is cabled by 
Cork Communications 


1990s Princes Holding buy Cork Communications and rebrand as Limerick and Cork 
Multichannel 


CMI: Cable Management Ireland begin to buy up small town franchises 


1990s RTÉ sells a 6096 share of Cablelink to Telecom Éireann, in 1999 both are forced to 
sell their shares, NTL buys Cablelink. 


Mid 1990s Cork and Limerick Multichannel become Irish Multichannel 2000 Irish 
Multichannel buy CMI and Nore-Suir Relays and rebrand as Chorus 


2004 Independent Newspapers sell their 5096 of chorus to Liberty Global 


2007 Virgin Media sells NTL Ireland to Liberty Global. The two largest cable companies 
in Ireland merge and form Chorus NTL owned by UPC. 


2013 Liberty Global announced that they had agreed to buy Virgin Media for 
approximately US$23.3 billion (£15 billion) in a stock and cash merger. 


2015 It was announced that UPC Ireland would be rebranded as Virgin Media Ireland. 
The name change took place on 5 October. 


Several smaller providers remain in some smaller towns. The biggest being Casey Cable 
in Dungarvan which was set up in the 1970s. 


Regulation[edit] 


Originally responsibility for licensing and regulating cable services in Ireland lay with 
the Department of Posts and Telegraphs. Nowadays COMREG is the body responsible 


Early cable television operated in an unregulated grey market, with providers laying 
cables wherever possible from their signal collection point, often the local electrical 
store. The system was eventually regulated by the Wireless Telegraphy (Wired 
Broadcast Relay Licence) Regulations of 1974 in to an exclusive franchise system, 
where one company holds a franchise to provider analogue cable television and radio 
services to a specific area. Franchisers under this system are referred to as having 
"1974 licences" The legal term for these early systems was "wired broadcast relay 
systems". 


Further modifications to the Wireless Telegraphy Act allowed for the start of MMDS in 
1989. 


The major revision of the legislation, Wireless Telegraphy (Programme Services 
Distribution) Regulations of 1999, brought in a new class of licence. This introduced the 
concept of non-exclusive franchises, which had existed in theory with competing cable 
and MMDS firms in certain areas, and allowed for the introduction of digital cable and 
MMDS transmission. 


Cable companies are obliged to carry national terrestrial television and RTÉ radio by 
both Regulations, although analogue MMDS operators were exempted from carrying all 
but TV3 of these. 


Regulation includes free-to air and commercial DTT, on a similar footing to cable and 
satellite in terms of copyright, regulations and so forth under the Broadcasting Act 
2009. 


Local Television[edit] 


Cork Multichannel ran a local television station on its cable network called "The Show 
Channel" or "The Local Channel". It had a wide range of local programming and text- 
based community notices. This channel was carried on the Cork cable system from 1988 
onwards. The company built studios at its headquarters on Georges Quay. This channel 
became "Chorus Sport" when Cork Multichannel merged with other companies to form 
Chorus. 


Show Channel / Local Channel content included local entertainment programmes, 
music-video programmes presented by local VJs, community programming focusing on 
culture and history, cookery programmes and it even hosted a live phone-in chat show. 
The channel also provided extensive coverage of local sport events. Its presenters 
included TV3's Trevor Welsh and RTÉ's Marty Morrissey. When the channel was not on 
air, community notices with text and graphics were shown. The channel also carried 
commercial advertising for the local broadcast area 


In 1995 the National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI) successfully prevented Cablelink from 
selling local advertising on some of the channels on their network, however it is unlike 
that they would have been let provide such opt-outs by the channel owners.zu 


Some local television did run during the 1990s. Cablelink's "Link Channel" shared space 
with The Children's Channel. "Link" provided some local news in Dublin, Waterford and 
Galway. It also ran local text ads during its off hours (while broadcasting Sky radio) 2 


In Waterford City, Cablelink's Cabletext service (a rolling noticeboard, which included 
programming such as the Munster Game and CTV) ran uninterrupted from 1988 until it 
was replaced by City Channel in 2007. A highly successful and popular service, it was 
manned voluntarily exclusively by local Cablelink engineers. In essence a truly local 
service. It also carried a programme called 'Waterford at 8' for several years which also 
proved very popular. 


The use of cable today[edit] 


Virgin Media Ireland (like most other cable operators in the world) provides what NTL 
initially marketed as triple play: Telephone, television and internet access. This has 
become a reality in more recent years with 2596 of their customers taking up their 
broadband package and 11% taking up their telephony package. This caused Virgin 
Media to make major infrastructural developments in the old networks which had been 
badly maintained by both the owners and not regulated by any government bodies. 
Ireland has several small independent CATV operators around the country - the biggest 
provider is that of Casey Cablevision in Dungarvan. The rest of the country is covered 
by Virgin Media. 


As of April 2019, analogue cable is no longer available in Dublin. 


Subscriptions[edit] 


Virgin Media Subscriptions 


Digital Other 


Date TV TV Total 
2009 

Q4 315,500 

201025 381,000 

2011 

Q2 384,000 

201227 382,200 
2013281 338,300 | 88,700 sare 
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The physical licence is a document issued by An Post 


In Ireland, a television licence is required for any address at which there is a 
television set. Since 2016, the annual licence fee is €160."! Revenue is collected by An 
Post, the Irish postal service. The bulk of the fee is used to fund Raidió Teilifís 

Eireann (RTE), the state broadcaster. The licence must be paid for any premises that 
has any equipment that can potentially decode TV signals, even those that are not 
RTE's. The licence is free to anyone over the age of 70, some over 66, some Social 
Welfare recipients, and the blind. The fee for the licences of such beneficiaries is paid 
for by the state. The current governing legislation is the Broadcasting Act 2009, in 
particular Part 9 "Television Licence" and Chapter 5 "Allocation of Public Funding to RTÉ 
and TG4". Devices which stream television via internet do not need licences, nor do 
small portable devices such as mobile phones." 


The 2011-16 government planned to replace the television licence with a Public 
Service Broadcasting Charge on all primary residences and certain businesses." A 
public consultation document on the plan was published in August 2013.^! Asked in 
December 2014 about the delay in switching from the licence to the new 

charge, Minister of State Joe McHugh said the government would "be taking more time 
to work out a very complex system". Implementation of the broadcasting charge was 
postponed in 2015 but returned to the political agenda in 2017.^! In August 

2019, Richard Bruton, the Minister for Communications, announced that from 2024 the 
licence fee would be replaced by "a device independent broadcasting charge", with 
implementation and enforcement details to be worked out in the interim.24 


Collection and evasion[edit] 


An Post is responsible for collection of the licence fee and commencement 

of prosecution proceedings in cases of non-payment. Licences can be purchased and 
renewed at post offices (in person or by post), or by using a credit card or debit card via 
a call centre or via the internet.“ An Post receives commission to cover the cost of its 


collection service. In 2004, An Post had signalled its intention to withdraw from the 
business, but was still the agent in 2017.%2 |n 2012, 10.25% of licensees paid 

by direct debit and 11.5% using savings stamps.“ The Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 
2017 proposes to allow public tender for additional collection agents, who would not 
have prosecution powers. A 2017 Oireachtas committee report recommends 
transferred responsibility for collection to the Revenue Commissioners.“4 In 2019 
minister Bruton announced a public tender for all licence-fee collection for the five years 
to 2024.112 Even if An Post loses the contract, it will still be possible to pay for television 
licences at post offices. Nevertheless, commentators have suggested the potential loss 
of income may compromise the commercial viability of rural post offices, which are seen 
as socially important in isolated communities." 


An Post maintains a database of addresses and uses this to inspect suspected cases of 
non-payment. As of 2019 the database is 30 years old, does not contain Eircode data, 
and has no data mining capabilities.” Television dealers are required to supply details 
of people buying or renting televisions; this is no longer enforced as details supplied 
were unreliable.“2 There is no obligation on cable and satellite providers to supply 
details of subscribers;:s in November 2012, a bill to change this was introduced. 

B2 Communications minister Pat Rabbitte announced a planned government bill to the 
same effect in July 2014.22 In April 2015, the proposal was to allow An Post to access 
cable and satellite subscriber databases, in tandem with cost-cutting at RTE;29! in 
October 2015 it was reported that the plan had been shelved.2 


More than 90 An Post employees work in licence collection, including the inspectors, 
who visit the premises to verify if TV receiving equipment is present.2B If speedy 
payment of the licence is not made following an inspection, court proceedings are 
commenced by An Post. In 2002, the rate of licence-fee evasion was estimated at 
1296.22 |n the Dublin region in that year, approximately 2196 of detected evaders 
were summonsed for prosecution (6,000 cases); 2: approximately one third of these 
cases resulted in fines, averaging €174.24 Only 4% of fined evaders followed up three 
months later had purchased a licence.22 In 2012, there were 11,500 prosecutions, up 
10% over 2011."% Of those convicted, 242 were sent to jail, most for a few hours, six 
overnight.22 This compared with 49 jailed in 2008.9? The Irish Times reported in 2019 
that the burden of proof for conviction was high, since proof of occupancy is needed 
before issue of a summons, which must then be personally served. 


In 2010, the Secretary General of the Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources told the Oireachtas Public Accounts Committee that the evasion rate 
was estimated at 1296, and the renewed contract with An Post would include provision 
for a 1 percentage point annual decrease in this.2& In September 2016 the evasion rate 
was estimated at 13.75%, representing approximately €40m annual lost revenue.24 The 
estimated evasion rate was 14.1% in 2017 and 12.83% in 2018.2 


Disbursementj| edit] 


TV licence fees make up 5096 of the income of RTÉ. The bulk of the rest comes from RTÉ 
broadcasting commercials on its radio and TV stations.2# RTE also sells programming to 
other broadcasting. Some RTÉ services, such as RTÉ 2fm, RTÉ Aertel, rte.ie, and 

the transmission network operate on an entirely commercial basis. 


The licence fee does not entirely go to RTÉ. Expenses first deducted include the cost of 
collection (paid to An Post). 


7% of the balance is used for the BAI's "Sound and Vision Scheme", which provides a 
fund for programme production and restoration of archive material which is open to 


applications from any quarter.” TG4 does not obtain licence fee revenue directly,?? but 
does so indirectly as RTE is required to provide it with one hour's programming per day, 
B3 as well as other technical support. RTE's accounts express the cost of this as a 
percentage of its licence fee income, amounting to 5.3% in 2006.22, The remainder of 
TG4's funding is direct state grants®4 and commercial income. The 2009 McCarthy 
Report, commissioned in response to a growing economic crisis, recommended that 
€10m of TG4's funding should in future come from licence fee revenue; without 
increasing the fee, this would entail a matching reduction in RTÉ's funding.59 This 
reduction is included in the government budget introduced in December 2010.24 A 2017 
Oireachtas committee report recommended that any increase in revenue from 
reduction in fee evasion should be allocated to TG4 and independent broadcasters 
providing public-service programming.5? 


The RTE Authority was replaced by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland which 
regulates both private and public broadcasters. It is not directly funded from the licence 
fee; RTE, however, in common with other broadcasters, pays a levy to the Authority for 
its services.5? The Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 2019 would allow up to 50% of the 
BAI's funding to come directly from the television licence.“ 


Criticism[edit] 


The licence has been criticised both in principle and as regards its implementation. 


It is opposed for being outdated in a world with an increasing variety of TV channels and 
audio-visual technologies.“ Commercial television companies have alleged that RTE 
unfairly uses licence fee to outbid them for broadcast rights to foreign films, TV series, 
and sports events. RTE denies this.'«7ee? European Community competition 

law prevents state funding of commercial activity, and RTE's accounts charge for 
non-"public service" programming out of its commercial income rather than its licence 
fee subsidy. 


The licence is condemned as a regressive tax, where the majority of prosecutions are 
of people on low incomes. 


The high cost of collection is presented as inefficient. Licence inspectors' calling to 
people's doors is seen as intrusive.“ The low rate of prosecution of non-payers is seen 
as allowing evaders a "free ride". The lack of an exemption (as exists in the UK) for 
those who can prove they don't use their equipment to receive RTÉ (or any TV) is 
regarded as unfair. Alternative funding methods suggested include direct funding from 
general exchequer revenues, or a levy on electricity bills on the model of Cyprus. 


A licence is required per address, rather than per person or per set. It has been 
considered unfair that the same licence fee applies to a single private dwelling as to a 
large commercial address, such as a hotel or a privately owned business park. In 2003, 
there was negative comment after a crackdown on unlicensed television sets at holiday 
homes,“ and proposals for a reduced-rate licence for seldom-occupied premises.“ 


RTÉ journalists largely support the existence of the licence, and lobby for greater 
increases in the fee, as being a revenue stream independent of the government and 
thus guaranteeing freedom from political influence and associated editorial bias.“ The 
opposite claim has also been made: that an annual review of the licence fee by the 
Government leaves RTE liable to political pressure.“ 


A survey of public attitudes to public-sector broadcasting was carried out by 
the Economic and Social Research Institute in 2004.“4 The authors noted that "public 
discontent at the level and inherently regressive nature of the ad rem licence fee is 


noticeable by its absence, particularly in contrast to the difficulties associated with the 
introduction of some ad rem service charges, e.g. bin and water charges."“4 The 
associated opinion poll recorded agree:disagree percentages of 54:29 for the statement 
"Public Broadcasting should be financed by the licence fee."“#! Respondents were asked 
what level of monthly fee they would be prepared to pay to receive RTÉ if subscription 
access were hypothetically to replace the licence fee: the 

annualised mean and median household figures were €180 and €252.60, compared to 
the then licence fee of €150, with those who frequently watched RTÉ programs most 
willing to pay. 


History[edit] 


Television licences were introduced for the establishment of Telefís Éireann (now RTÉ) 
in 1962. Radio licences, abolished in 1972, had been introduced by the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom in 19045% prior to the creation of the Irish Free State in 1922. Non- 
compliance was widespread until the Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1926 when the Minister 
for Posts and Telegraphs was empowered to prosecute those with no licence.5252 


Although before 1962 there was no television licence as such, a television set fell under 
the definition of "wireless receiver"; thus someone possessing a television but no radio 
would have needed a wireless licence at the same fee as someone with a radio. 

531 Conversely between 1962 and 1972, the possessor of a television licence did not 
need an additional radio licence. 


In 1975, members of Conradh na Gaeilge, an Irish language activist group, began 
campaigning for an Irish-language television station. They adopted tactics learnt 

from Welsh language activists of Cymdeithas yr laith Gymraeg, including non-payment 
of the television licence, and non-payment of fines imposed for not having a licence. 
Between 1973 and 1993, a total of 15 people were imprisoned for terms of between 2 
and 14 days for non-payment of the licence fee and associated fine.“ Among them 
were Alan Heusaff^» and Sean Mac Stiofain.“@ This campaign of civil disobedience ended 
in 1996 with the establishment of Telefís na Gaeilge (now TG4).57 


Century Radio, Ireland's first licensed national solely private-sector broadcaster, began 
broadcasting in 1990. Minister Ray Burke proposed allocating 25% of the television 
licence revenues to private-sector broadcasters. The government rejected this, but 
agreed instead to cap RTE's advertising income. A tribunal of enquiry later 

established that Oliver Barry, an investor in Century Radio, had given Burke a political 
donation of £30,000. The advertising cap was lifted in 1993.52 


In the mid-1990s, proposals were floated to distribute funding (licence fee income or 
otherwise) among broadcasters based on content production, on the model of New 
Zealand. RTE successfully persuaded minister Michael D. Higgins against such a 
change; although the Sound & Vision scheme now operated effectively provides this, 
at a low level. RTE provide 7% (increased from 5% in 20099) of the licence fee to the 
Sound and Vision fund which is managed by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI). 
RTE are required by law to commission independent productions with at least 2096 of 
their total licence and 365 hours of programming a year to TG4. 


Media convergencer[edit] 


The definition of television in the original licensing legislation presumed a wireless radio 
broadcast receiver, and it was unclear whether it extended to computers, internet 
devices, 3G mobile phones, or other newer technologies. In April 2007, then Minister for 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources Noel Dempsey proposed modernising 


the definition to include newer technologies The Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources cautioned against too broad a 
definition: 


The Joint Committee notes that the proposed changes to the definition and 
interpretation as to what constitutes a television set could have adverse effects on the 
perception of Ireland as a global leader in technological developments. The Joint 
Committee accepts that the introduction of additional forms of licence fee collection, in 
that regard, could negatively impact on the business sector. 


In 2009, a ministerial order under the 2009 Act explicitly exempted two classes of 
device from the requirement to have a licence; namely, portable devices with small 
screens such as 3G phones or PDAs, and devices accessing streaming video services via 
the internet.2 However, computers with TV tuner cards are not exempt.” 


The 2009 Act also provides for on-the-spot fines and civil suits to be used against those 
not having a television licence, in response to negative views of the previous use 
of criminal proceedings, including imprisonment. sasa 


The programme agreed by the Fine Gael-Labour coalition government formed after 
the 2011 general election states: 


We will examine the role, and collection of, the TV license [s/c] fee in light of 
existing and projected convergence of broadcasting technologies, transform the 
TV licence into a household-based Public Broadcasting Charge applied to all 
households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device they use to 
access content and review new ways of TV licence collection, including the 
possibility of paying in instalments through another utility bill (electricity or 
telecom), collection by local authorities, Revenue or new contract with An Post. 


In January 2012, minister Pat Rabbitte told the Dáil the existing licence model was 
inadequate both because it failed to take account of new media and because the 
evasion rate was 15%. He said his department was studying funding methods of 
several foreign countries, and was considering using the database being established 
for the household charge to collect the broadcasting charge. The department 
commissioned a value-for-money report, completed in April 2013, which found that 
evasion of the licence fee was increasing and that "the most serious threat to the 
future effectiveness of the current system is likely to arise from the capacity and 
convergence of new technology".“4 Based on the report, the department drafted a 
consultation document on a proposed new "Public Service Broadcasting Charge" 
which was published on 27 August 2013. In April 2015, Rabbitte's successor as 
minister, Alex White, said "we cannot replace the TV licence fee with a public service 
broadcasting charge until we have built public understanding and support for such a 
move".! A September 2015 report by Kevin Rafter for the Independent 
Broadcasters of Ireland concluded that "Changing viewing habits will continue to 
undermine the licence fee model." 


In November 2017, an Oireachtas committee report recommended a "non-device 
dependent public service broadcasting charge" per household,” to fund 
"authoritative, impartial, indigenous, trusted and reputable public service media in 
Ireland". A 2018 review by Crowe Horwath for the BAI, of funding for public service 
broadcasters, noted that moving to such a charge would raise "at least two 
fundamental questions": who should pay how much (individuals, households, 
commercial properties, hotels) and who should be eligible for funding (over-the-air 
broadcasters only, or cable/internet content providers as well).2 In July 2018 the 


government set up a cross-departmental Working Group on the Future Funding of 
Public Service Broadcasting to consider the 2017 Oireachtas committee report. It 
reported in April 2019 to Richard Bruton, the Minister for Communications, and in 
August 2019 Bruton announced that from 2024 the licence fee would be replaced by 
"a device independent broadcasting charge", with implementation and enforcement 
details to be worked out in the interim.“ The media noted that the 2024 date 
would be after the next general election, and that, depending on the collection 
method chosen, the charge might be "unworkable without opt-in compliance from 
the public". 


Licence feerjeait] 


Increases in the licence fee have been irregular. Only one happened between 1986 
and 2001. Later increases were essentially index-linked,'?! with none since the Irish 
financial crisis which began in 2008. Section 124 of the 2009 Act enshrines index- 
linking in law, although only as a recommendation. RTÉ in 2017 suggested an 
immediate increase to €175 to backdate annual increases forgone since 2009.74 A 
2017 Oireachtas committee recommended a review every two years based on a 
pure CPI formula.” The annual fee is set by a statutory instrument (SI) which 
remains in force until superseded by a later SI. Relevant fees and SIs are as follows: 


television 
year date radio statute 
monochro 
colour 
me 
S. |. No. 
2008 | 1 January €160 851/2007 
S.l. No. 
2006 | 1 October €158 404/2006 
l S.l. No. 
2005 |1 April €155 165/2005 
S.l. No. 
2004 | 1 January €152 720/2003 
2003 |1 January €1502 S.l. No. 


608/2002 


1 January €107.00 €84.00 
S.l. No. 
396/2001 

enl £84220 £66.50 

P (£107.29) | (€84.44) 
udi oo 
- 

SANOS 


S.l. No. 
249/1996 


S.l. No. 
359/1980 


E357 
£44 
£39 
£34 
£27) 
£25 
12 
Qla 


1 September £7.5025 T. 


117/1940 


3 January 10s (ordinary); 
£1 (institutions! 
25 


£5 (hostels222!): 


£1/week 
(entertainments® 
EU 
£5 (public 
advertisement4!) 
Some time £1 (valve set) 
1926 between 5 
Mays 10s (crystal set)" 
and 6 July = 
Some time 
between 8 
1924 Maya £17220% 
and 19 
November? 
All licences 
withdrawn 
1922 |July owing to Irish Civil 
Warte? 
Until July 1922 10st" 
Notes 


Prices rounded down upon the changeover to Euro currency 

"Broadcasting (Television) Receiving Licence (Colour and Monochrome)" 

"Broadcasting (Television) Receiving Licence (Monochrome Only)" 

"Broadcasting (Television) Receiving License [sic]" 

"Broadcasting (Television) Receiving Licence (including Sound Radio 
Broadcasts)" 

7. ^ Fee was unchanged from 1970 but currency had been decimalised 

8. ^ "Broadcasting Receiving Licence (including Television)" 

9. ^ "Broadcasting Receiving Licence (excluding Television)" 

10. ^ i.e. the higher-priced categories of 1927 were abolished; the blind exemption 
remained. 

11. ^ S.I. No. 1/1927 81(b): "Schools and Institutions, as, for 
example, Colleges, Convents, Hospitals, Convalescent Homes, Boarding Houses, 
etc." 

12. ^ S.l. No. 1/1927 §1(c): "Hotels, Restaurants, Cafés, Clubs, Public Houses, etc." 

13. ^ S.I. No. 1/1927 §1(d): "Public Entertainments, e.g., Public 
Halls, Cinemas, Bazaars, etc., open to the public on payment of a charge" 

14. ^ S.I. No. 1/1927 §1(e): "Loud Speaker Station for outside free public reception of 
broadcast matter as an advertisement or demonstration" 


Licences issued([edit] 


Total Sold Welfare Receipts 
licences licences licences €m 


1,411,787 1,003,860 407,927 
1,425,258 1,021,443 403,815 
1,431,716 1,038,665 393,051 


y55 095 


43.4 (39.2 


720,934 WES) 


429,719 


Yea Total Sold Welfare Receipts Re 


r licences licences licences €m f 
1964 | 231,845 187] 
Notes 


1. ^ Receipts prior to 2001 are gross and converted from Irish pounds to euros. 
Later receipts are net of collection cost. 
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e Television in Ireland 
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List of television channels available in the 
Republic of Ireland 
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This is a list of channels available in Ireland. Public broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Éireann (4 
channels), first commercial broadcaster Virgin Media Television (4 channels), Irish 
language channel TG4, Eir Sport (2 channels), and Irish Parliament Channel Oireachtas 
TV 


Main channels[edit] 
Entertainment channels(eait] 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 

RTE One Raidió Teilifís Eireann 

RTÉ One HD Raidió Teilifís Éireann 

RTÉ One +1 Raidió Teilifís Éireann 

RTÉ2 Raidió Teilifís Éireann 

RTÉ2 HD Raidió Teilifís Éireann 

RTÉ2+1 Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
Virgin Media One Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Virgin Media One +1 Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Virgin Media One HD Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Teilifís na Gaeilge 


Teilifís na Gaeilge 


Virgin Media Two Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Virgin Media Two HD Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Virgin Media Three Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Virgin Media Three HD Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Virgin Media Sport Virgin Media Television Ireland 


Northern Ireland channelsieait] 
Main article: List of television stations in Northern Ireland 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


BBC One Northern Ireland 


BBC One Northern Ireland HD 


BBC Two Northern Ireland 


Channel Name 


UINA il 


UTV HD 


Channel 4 


Channel 4 +1 


Channel 4 HD 


Channel 5 


Channel 5 +1 


Channel 5 HD 


Newsiedit] 


Channel Name 


RTÉ News Now 


Owner/parent company 


ITV plc 


ITV plc 


ITV plc 


Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd (Viacom 
International Media Networks Europe) 


Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd (Viacom 
International Media Networks Europe) 


Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd (Viacom 
International Media Networks Europe) 


Owner/parent company 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Oireachtas TV Oireachtas 


Community channels(edit] 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 
Cork Community TV Cork Community TV Ltd. 
P5tv P5tv Ltd 


Other channels broadcasting to Ireland[edit] 
Specialised channels for Irelandieait| 


These channels show local advertising and/or sponsorship for Ireland. 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 
Sky One" Sky Ireland 
Sky One HD" Sky Ireland 
Sky Two!) Sky Ireland 
Sky Living!!!) Sky Ireland 
Sky Living +12 Sky Ireland 


Sky Living HDA2uz Sky Ireland 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Sky Sports Main Event 
Sky Sports Main Event HD» 


Sky Sports Premier League! 
Sky Sports Premier League HD: 


Sky News! Sky Ireland 
Sky News HDZ Sky Ireland 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Sky Ireland 


Viacom International Media Networks 
Europe 


: Viacom International Media Networks 
| n1 
MTV Music Eur 


Nickelodeon UK (Viacom International Media 
Networks Europe/Sky plc) 


: Nickelodeon UK (Viacom International Media 
[1] 


Nickelodeon" 


: Nickelodeon UK (Viacom International Media 
J [1] 
AEEE Networks Europe/Sky plc) 
: Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd (Viacom 
Nick Jr. Too"! ; ; 
Micki Tere International Media Networks Europe) 


Paramount UK Partnership (Paramount 
Pictures/Sky plc) 


Comedy Centrali! 


Paramount UK Partnership (Paramount 


ni 
Comedy Central +1 Pictures/Sky plc) 


Paramount UK Partnership (Paramount 


[1] 
Comedy Central Extra Pictures/Sky plc) 


NBCUniversal 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Discovery Channel!) Discovery Networks Northern Europe 


NBCuUniversal International 
Networks (NBCUniversal) 


Universal Channel 


Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel Four Television Corporation 


Pan-European/international channels(edit] 


port 1 Discovery Networks Northern Europe 
Discovery Networks Northern Europe 


Eurosport 2 Discovery Networks Northern Europe 


TV5Monde Europe TV5MONDE, S.A. 


Turner Broadcasting System Europe (Time 
Warner) 


Bloomberg Television Bloomberg L.P. 


CNN International 


Channel Name 


CNBC Europe 


BBC World News 


National Geographic Channel 


National Geographic Channel +1 


National Geographic Channel HD 


Nat Geo Wild 


Nat Geo Wild HD 


History 


History +1 


History HD 


Crime & Investigation Network 


Owner/parent company 


NBCUniversal 


BBC 


NGC-UK Partnership (National Geographic 
Society/Fox Networks Group) 


NGC-UK Partnership (National Geographic 
Society/Fox Networks Group) 


NGC-UK Partnership (National Geographic 
Society/Fox Networks Group) 


NGC-UK Partnership (National Geographic 
Society/Fox Networks Group) 


NGC-UK Partnership (National Geographic 
Society/Fox Networks Group) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc ) 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 


Crime & Investigation Network +1 A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


Crime & Investigation Network HD A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


Turner Broadcasting System Europe (Time 
Warner) 


TCM 
UK channels available in Irelandyieait] 
See also: List of free-to-air channels at 28°E and List of television stations in the United 
Kingdom 


Channel Name Owner/parent company 
BBC One London HD BBC 
BBC One HD (Generic UK HD channel) BBC 
BBC Two England HD BBC 
BBC Four BBC 
BBC News BBC 
ITV3 ITV Digital Channels (ITV plc) 


4 ITV Digital Channels (ITV plc) 


Lifetime A+E Networks UK (A+E Networks/Sky plc) 


Channel Name 


Owner/parent company 


UKTV (BBC Studios/Discovery Networks 


za Northern Europe) 
Gold 4-1 UKTV Pp Networks 
Sky Arts Sky plc 
Sky Arts HD Sky plc 
Pick Sky plc 
Pick TV +1 Sky plc 
Fox Fox Networks Group (21st Century Fox) 
Fox +1 Fox Networks Group (21st Century Fox) 
Fox HD Fox Networks Group (21st Century Fox) 


Proposed and Defunct channels[edit] 
Proposed [edit] 


e Atomic TV: A 24-hour music channel was expected to launch in the 1990s." 
e Property TV and WTV: both of these channels were proposed to launch in 2008.2 


Unknown datesS(edit] 


e Capital Television - this was another short-lived Dublin channel which only broadcast 
a caption for a week, along with a testcard at night another week. It was a pirate TV 
channel. 


19805siedit] 


e Channel 3 - (Later known as Channel D) was a short-lived Dublin based television 
station broadcasting from July 1981 to November 1981. It was a pirate TV channel. 

e Nova TV - this was another Dublin pirate TV channel that was broadcast for a short 
time in the 1980s. 


19905siedit] 


e RLO TV - this was another legal/pirate television station (Satellite and UHF), 
broadcast in Limerick by Radio Limerick One in 1999 and 2000. An official license 
was granted for the satellite service in 1997 at which time digital broadcasts began 
making this the first digital television channel in Ireland beating RTE by years. 
During the UHF years while the station was not airing its own content they would 
broadcast a relay of UK Channel 5. 


2000Ssiedit] 


e Waterford(98 - this was a sister local TV service of WLR FM in Waterford. It was 
available on cable in Waterford city and Dungarvan and on MMDS in east Waterford 
and south Kilkenny. The service launched in 2000, and ceased in 2005. 

e Sky News Ireland - this was an Irish version of Sky News, carried to Ireland on Sky 
Digital, and by most cable companies. It ceased broadcasting in November 2006 due 
to low audience figures. 

e Chorus Sports - this was on Chorus Cable, which showed local sports, greyhound 
racing, and national motor racing events. This ceased broadcasting in January 2007. 

e Bubble Hits Ireland - this was a 24-hour music channel targeting both the Ireland 
and the rest of Europe (European version). On 13 February 2009, Bubble Hits ceased 
broadcasting due to a downturn in advertising revenue. 

e Channel 6 - active from 2006 to January 2009; replaced by 3e. 


2010sriedit] 


* |n December 2016, Irish TV confirmed it would cease broadcasting. 
e On Sunday, January 8 2017 UTV Ireland ceased broadcasting. 


See also[edit] 


e Television in Ireland 
e Timeline of commercial television in the Republic of Ireland 
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Timeline of commercial television in the 
Republic of Ireland 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This is a timeline of the history of commercial television in the Republic of Ireland. 


1980s and 1990s[edit] 
1988 [edit] 


e October - The Independent Radio and Television Commission is established 
under the terms of the Radio and Television Act, 1988 to regulate new independent 
stations in Ireland. and announces that a new television service, TV3, will be 
established to provide Ireland's third television service. 


1989/edit] 


e No events. 


1990([edit] 


e The broadcasting licence for the third television service is given to a consortium 
called Tullamore Beta Ltd. The service will operate via terrestrial television and not, 
as originally intended, only via satellite and cable. 


199 1 [edit] 


e No events. 


1992 (edit) 


e No events. 


1993 [edit] 


e Following the revocation of the licence due to delays in broadcasting the channel, a 
court battle ensures resulting in the restoration of the licence. 

e An agreement is reached to sell 49 per cent of the company to UTV, to raise much- 
needed cash for investment in facilities. 


1994,;eait] 


e No events. 


1995jedit] 


e UTV pulls out of negotiations to get involved in TV3 after TV3 tried to convince 
existing MMDS and cable television providers to drop UTV and replace it with TV3. 
Cable operators choose not to drop UTV Northern Ireland from their line-ups. 


1996[edit] 


e No events. 


1997 [edit] 


e Canadian communications company Canwest buys a major stake in TV3. 


1998 [edit] 


e 20 September - Launch of TV3, the Republic of Ireland's first commercial 
television channel. Early programming on the channel includes the UK 
soap EastEnders, the miniseries Merlin, the film The Quick and the Dead, US 
comedy Just Shoot Me, and Breakers, a new Australian soap. The channel is aimed 
at the 15-44 age group and also has a remit for 15% of its programming to be 
homegrown - rising to 25% within five years. 

e 1 October - Digital satellite television launches in the Republic of Ireland, operated 
by Sky Digital. 

e 1 October - TV3 reports an audience share of 927,000 (7% of viewers) for its first 
week on air, passing its intended initial target of a 6% audience share. 


1999/edit] 


e 6 May - CableLink, the cable television company which is part owned by RTE is sold 
to NTL Communications for more than £535 million.5! 

e 20 September - On its first anniversary, TV3 launches /reland AM, the Republic of 
Ireland's first breakfast television programme. 


2000s[edit] 
2000 [edit] 


e 11 September - The UK broadcaster Granada Media plc agrees to acquire 45% 
of TV3 from the channel's original consortium as part of a deal giving TV3 the right 
to simulcast programming with ITV." 


2001 [edit] 


e 1 January - The ITV soap Coronation Street moves from RTE 
1 to TV3 following Granada plc's purchase of a stake in the commercial broadcaster. 
(6][7] 

e 5 January - Teachta Dala Michael Ring asks TV3 to consider erecting a transmitter 
near Belmullet, County Mayo, after being inundated with complaints from viewers 
unable to watch Coronation Street since its move to TV3, it is reported." 


11 September - Coverage from CNN, the American cable news channel, is first aired 
on 7V3 News as events from the United States are broadcast around the world 
following the September 11 attacks. Since 2001 CNN has often aired on 7V3 

News when major breaking news stories are taking place, particularly in the United 
States. Subsequent news footage simulcast from CNN include coverage of the 2008 
election of Barack Obama as President of the United States and the 2009 Death of 
Michael Jackson. 


Unknown - Launch of threetext, TV3's teletext service. 


2002(edit] 


No events. 


2003 [edit] 


No events. 


2004 [edit] 


2 February - The Granada plc share of TV3 is taken over by ITV plc upon the merger 
of Granada with Carlton. 
24 May - Sky News Ireland is launched. 


2005 [edit] 


4 October - The cable television station City Channel Dublin, part of the City 
Channel network goes on air. 


2006 [edit] 


16 January - Canwest announces its intention to sell its stake in TV3.8 

6 March - TV3 begins broadcasting in widescreen format on Sky Ireland. 

30 March - Launch of Channel 6. 

March - Launch of City Channel Galway. 

23 August - ITV secures a deal to sell its 4596 stake in TV3 for £70m.24 

31 October - Sky announces plans to end its nightly Sky News Ireland broadcasts 
from 30 November.24 

3 November - Ray Kennedy presented the final Sky News Ireland programme at 
10.00pm.22 No further Sky News Ireland bulletins were broadcast after this because 
the staff walked out. 

4 December - The UK's Channel 4 becomes available to viewers in Ireland via Sky. 
Unknown - Launch of Setanta Ireland, a channel dedicated to sport, showing both 
local and international sporting events. 


2007 edit] 


Unknown - TV3 begins broadcasting in widescreen format on UPC. 


20081/edit] 


20 October - TV3 announces that it will axe the Friday broadcast of 7V3 Nightly 
News, moving current affairs programme The Political Party to replace it. The 
Saturday and Sunday editions of 7V3 News at 5:30 will also cut back, with 7V3 News 
at 5:30 being axed from the weekend schedules to be replaced by five-minute news 
bulletins.22! 

10 November - Launch of Channel South, a television channel operated by City. 
Channel, transmitting 24-hour local programming to Cork, Limerick, and parts of 
Kerry, Waterford, Clare and South Tipperary. 


2009 [edit] 


5 January - 3e launches, replacing Channel 6.24 

January - TV3 relaunches under the corporate name of The TV3 Group, although 
officially they remain TV3 Television Network Limited. The TV3 Group consists of 
TV3, 3e and tv3.i.e. 

1 October - The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland takes over as regulator for non- 
RTE broadcasting in Ireland. 


2010s[edit] 
2010 (edit) 


3 March - TV3 announces that Play TV's contract has been terminated with 
immediate effect. In their statement they put the removal of the "infomercial" down 
purely to audience figures rather than the complaints received and upheld by the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. They do not apologise for their conduct.23 

24 September - TV3 launches its iPhone application. 

29 October - Launch of Saorview, the national free-to-air digital terrestrial 
television (DTT) service in the Republic of Ireland. The service operates on a trial 
basis. naun 


2011 [edit] 


26 May - Saorview, the free to air digital television service is launched. The service 


Now, 3e, RTEjr and RTE One ] l-andis available to 97% of households in Ireland. 
Saorview also carries a new digital RTE Aertel service and RTÉ's radio services." 

8 October - TV3's Video on Demand (VOD) is relaunched as 3Player.?! It replaces 
the original TV3 Catch-Up service previously available at tv3.ie and through its 
iPhone/iPad app. The new service was revealed at a press call the previous day1. It 
is estimated by the TV3 Group that the service will be worth about €7.5 million by 
2015. 3Player is in HTML5 format which makes it available on the majority of 
operating systems. 


2012 [edit] 


3 May - Launch of Saorsat, Ireland's free-to-air satellite television service. It carries 
RTE One, RTE Two HD, RTE News Now, RTÉjr, RTE One+1 and TG4.24 


e 10 September - TV3's breakfast television strand /reland AM is relaunched with a 
"newsier" format amid speculation that RTE is to launch its own breakfast television 
service later in the year. 

e 22 October - TV3 confirms plans to rebrand their 5.30 news bulletin as "The 5.30". 
The programme moves to a specially designed new virtual set at the station's 
Ballymount headquarters.zz 

e 24 October - The analogue television service in the Irish Republic is switched off at 
10.00am, and is replaced by a second multiplex for Saorview.241 Saorview is 
available to 98% of Ireland, but there are problems receiving it in some mountainous 
areas. 251 

e 25 October - TV3 makes its content available on Roku, an online subscription service 
that streams content in the United States, Canada and Britain.22 


2013 [edit] 


e 7 January - Debut of TV3's first self-produced drama, Deception, set on a post-Celtic 
Tiger housing estate in Galway.27I281 

e 5 February - Launch of Irish Horse TV, Ireland's first TV channel dedicated to horse 
racing and other equine sports. 

e 25 February - Telecommunications giant BT, which bought the rights to 
some Premier League matches in 2012, expands its investment in sports 
broadcasting with the purchase of ESPN's channels in Britain and Ireland.39 

e 3june - AerTV, an Irish-owned online television service launched 18 months 
previously reports a 13096 year-on-year increase in viewership for the first quarter of 
2013.24 

e 5 June - Food manufacturers criticise Broadcasting Authority of Ireland plans to 
introduce new regulations banning television and radio advertising of foods with 
high fat, salt, and sugar content during children's programmes. =! 

e 25 June - Setanta Sports signs a deal to make their BT Sport channels and ESPN 
available in the Irish Republic from 1 August. 23 

e 22 August - TV3 announces plans to commission its first soap opera, and invites 
companies from Ireland and the UK to put forward ideas.54 

e 11 September - Aertv launches the first app that enables viewers to receive free 
streamed content of all Irish broadcast material. 


2014 [edit] 


e 27 February - UTV Ireland signs a ten-year contract with BAI to provide a general 
entertainment channel based in Dublin that will go on air from 2015.2% 

e 1 May - Launch of Irish TV, a free-to-air international channel for the Irish diaspora, 
broadcasting in Ireland, Europe and the United States. 24 

e 7 May - TV3 confirms its new soap will be set in a police precinct in a fictional 
harbour town, and has the working title Red Rock. It will employ around 100 people, 
and is expected to begin airing in January 2015. The series is part of a schedule that 
will see the channel spending more on home made content than imports for the first 
time, with it airing up to 100 hours of homegrown content per week. 221221 

e 19 June - UTV Ireland unveils its new logo at a press conference in Dublin's Croke 
Park. 

e 16 July - TV3 announces the establishment of a Public Affairs Documentary Unit, and 
that its Wednesday night current affairs programme Midweek is being axed to make 


way for programmes produced by the new department. A current affairs series 
similar to RTE's Primetime is also planned for 2015.4 

6 August - Setanta Sports launches its 2014-15 Premier League coverage with an 
offer to new subscribers to sign up for just €1 a month.“ 

29 November - TV3 Group launches its #NewDawn campaign which is part of its 
rebrand and new schedule for 2015. The campaign kicks off with a 90-second and 
60 second TV3 Promo airing at 19:45 on TV3.4! An advert promoting their newly 
produced drama series Red Rock is also revealed.“ 

1 December - UTV Ireland, due to launch next year, is granted Public Service Status 
by Minister for Communications, Alex White, TD, allowing it to appear on Saorview.'^ 
2 December - TV3 launches the timeshift channel TV3 +1 on UPC Ireland Channel 
119.559 


2015 [edit] 


1 January - UTV Ireland, the country's first new commercial broadcaster since the 
launch of TV3 in 1998, goes on air at 7.25pm.2!421 

5 January - UTV Ireland's national news service, /re/and Live, launches.4221 

7 January - New soap Red Rock begins on TV3.2 

30 January - UTV Ireland secures a deal with ITV to show Good Morning Britain after 
complaints from viewers who had watched the show on UTV via UPC. The 
programme had been absent from the platform since UTV Ireland's launch. 

2 February - Good Morning Britain debuts on UTV Ireland, but viewing figures give it 
an average audience of 2,700, compared to 61,000 for TV3's /reland AM." 

26 February - The TV3 Group confirms plans to launch TV3 HD on both UPC. 

Ireland and Sky Ireland in August. 

24 March - TV3 announces the launch of its new nightly news programme, 7V3. 
News at 8, a 30-minute bulletin showing at 8.00pm, following a similar format to 
nightly newscasts across Europe. The programme goes on air from Monday 30 
March, and will be presented by Colette Fitzpatrick.5*! 

27 March - TV3 announces the establishment of a strategic distribution partnership 
with Sky Vision, which will see its content distributed on the international market.5e 
8 April - TV3 Group announce that the timeshift channel TV3 +1 is launching 

on Sky Channel 117 after they agreed a deal with Sky to carry the channel.&4 

12 May - TV3 announces it will air the 2015 FA Cup Final on 30 May, bringing the FA. 
Cup back to Irish terrestrial television after a 20-year absence.bsiesi 

14 May - UTV Ireland announces it is moving its early evening edition of /reland 
Live from 6.30pm to 5.30pm. The channel will also introduce hourly news updates 
during the day. 

14 September - UTV Ireland launches a new on-screen branding featuring people 
such as farmers, tattoo artists and designers with the strapline "YOU TV". UTV hopes 
the new look will "reinvigorate" the brand. 

18 September - UTV launches a new version of its UTV Player, allowing viewers to 
stream live content for the first time. 

1 December - Shareholders approve the £100 million sale of UTV Media's television 
business to ITV. 

7 December - 

o Virgin Media Ireland completes its acquisition of TV3. ss 

o Eir agrees a deal to buy Setanta Sports’?! 


e 22 December - The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland approves ITV's £100 million 
takeover of UTV plc, meaning the deal has cleared one of the first regulatory hurdles 
in the Republic.! 


2016 [edit] 


e 7 June - Children's strand 3Kids launches on 3e. 

e 3 July - Irish TV receives approval from Minister for Communications Denis 
Naughten to launch on the Irish Digital Terrestrial Saorview platform.!e? 

e 5 July - Following the purchase of Setanta Sports' Irish operations by Eircom, 
Setanta Sports Ireland is renamed Eir Sport 1 and Setanta Sports 1 is renamed Eir 
Sport 2. 

e 11 July - ITV plc announces that it has sold UTV Ireland to TV3 Group for €10 million. 
As part of the deal, TV3 Group inherits UTV Ireland's ten-year program supply 
contract with ITV.2 

e 22 November - It is announced that Coronation Street and Emmerdale will move 
from UTV Ireland back to TV3 beginning on 5 December. 

e 6 December - It is announced that TV3, along with 3e and its newly purchased 
channel UTV Ireland, will receive new logos, idents and new schedules. 

e 21 December - Irish TV confirms it will cease broadcasting. 


2017 [edit] 


e 8 January - UTV Ireland ceases broadcasting. 

e 9 January - TV3 Group reveals a new on-air presentation featuring the number 3 
Superimposed on various natural and urban landscapes across Ireland. A new logo is 
also revealed along with new promos and on-screen graphics. Similarly, new 
identities are introduced to 3e and its new station be3. 

e 2 February - The Irish Post acquires Irish TV,@! saving the channel from closure. 

e 8 March - Irish TV goes off the air. Its Sky slot is subsequently bought by Viacom 
International Media Networks Europe to launch Spike +1. 


2018 [edit] 


e 30 August - TV3 is rebranded as Virgin Media One, while its sister 
channels 3e and be3 become Virgin Media Two and Three respectively. A fourth pay 
TV sports channel, Virgin Media Sport, launches on the Virgin Media platform. 

e 18 September - Launch of Virgin Media Sport. “lsuzz117s1 


2019 [edit] 


e 27 March - Virgin Media announces that its partnership with Sky's AdSmart will to go 
live in Ireland in the final quarter of the year. 


See also[edit] 


e List of television channels available in the Republic of Ireland 
e Timeline of RTE Television 

e Timeline of ITV 

e Timeline of Ulster Television 
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Television in Northern Ireland is available using, digital terrestrial (known 
as Freeview), digital satellite (from Sky & Freesat) and cable (from Virgin Media). 


Analogue terrestrial used UHF 625 lines, in common with the rest of the UK, although 
transmission ceased in October 2012, as part of the UK Digital Switchover. Northern 
Ireland was the last region to switchover, in a process which coincided with the 
switchover in the Republic of Ireland. Both the analogue and digital networks are 
managed by Arqiva . 


Regulation of the broadcasting and telecommunications sector is regulated by OfCom 


History[edit] 


Television on the island of Ireland began with the launch of BBC in Northern Ireland 
(BBC Northern Ireland) when it began broadcasting television programmes in 1953, 
followed in 1959 with the launch of Ulster Television (now known as UTV). 


Digital terrestrial television[edit] 


Digital terrestrial television is provided by the Freeview service. As of October 2012, all 
analogue TV broadcasts have been shut down, and replaced by Freeview HD (an MPEG- 
2 DVB-T & MPEG-4 DVB-T2 SD & HDTV service). Northern Ireland was one of the last UK 
regions to switch off analogue signals and see the rollout of Freeview SD & HD. 


Formerly, only two-thirds of homes in Northern Ireland was able to receive Freeview 
services from the three main transmitters (Brougher Mountain, Divis and Limavady). At 
the time of the October 2012 switchover, the Freeview service was boosted in power 
and extended to relay transmitters for the first time, making it available to 9896 of 
homes. DigitalUK's postcode checker advises consumers of Freeview availability at 
[www.digitaluk.co.uk digitaluk.co.uk]. 


Since the launch of DTT services in the Republic on 29 October 2010, some households 
will find that they can receive 'cross-border' Saorview DTT services. The extent to which 
it overlaps into Northern Ireland has to be determined as coverage expands. 


Cable and satellite[edit] 


As of August 2010, 1296 of Northern Irish Viewers subscribe to cable services, while 4896 
of Northern Irish Viewers use Satellite as their platform for viewing TV according to an 
Ofcom report .2 


The biggest single multichannel television network is Sky, owned and operated by Sky 
UK, which broadcasts digital satellite television services. Another option for viewers 
is Freesat, which provides FTA channels from the same Astra satellites as Sky. Virgin 


Media operates cable networks in Belfast and Derry. Viewers can receive RTÉ and TG4 
via these multichannel networks, as well as, in much of Northern Ireland, overspill from 
terrestrial transmitters in the Republic. 


Cross-border Partnershipieait] 


On 1 February 2010 the Republic of Ireland's Minister for Communications Eamon 

Ryan signed an agreement with the UK's Ben Bradshaw. This agreement will enable 
viewers within Northern Ireland to watch RTE One, RTE Two and TG4 on a free-to- 

air basis as of 2012.“ The agreement between both jurisdictions will also guarantee that 
viewers within the Republic of Ireland will be able to view BBC One Northern 

Ireland and BBC Two Northern Ireland on the Republic of Ireland's free-to-air service to 
debut in late 2010. A cross-border initiative has always been on the agenda for 

the Green Party in the Republic of Ireland. However it was later announced that a 
change has occurred such that BBC services are now to be offered in the Republic of 
Ireland on a 'paid for' basis and not the original free-to-air basis. 


Following a broad range of technical work, the two Governments have now agreed an 
effective way to provide for the continuing provision of TG4 by building a new, low 
power TV multiplex in Northern Ireland. This multiplex will use the DVB-T2/MPEG-4 
standard with a very robust modulation and a very strong FEC (error correction code). 
FreeviewHD branded equipment will be needed. In addition to carrying TG4, this 
multiplex, which will be part of the UK DTT system, will also carry RTE 1 and RTE 2.:€ 

m When the new DVB-T2 multiplex is in operation - some Irish radio channels may be 
added. This would be expected to increase coverage of these channels in Northern 
Ireland, to 9096 of the population in Northern Ireland to receive their services on a free- 
to-air basis, either through overspill as before or via the new multiplex in future. 


Foreseen as part of the agreement between both Governments is the establishment of a 
joint venture between RTE and TG4 to run the multiplex which will be licensed under the 
UK's Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006 by Ofcom at the request of the UK Government. This 
will be a not-for-profit company. In addition, the licensee will have to put out to 
competitive tender all the elements of the multiplex operation which are contestable 
and the multiplex will be operated on a not-for-profit and open book basis. 


See also[edit] 


e Television in the United Kingdom 
e Television in Ireland 
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"Scottish television" redirects here. For the television channel, see Scottish Television. 


Television in Scotland mostly consists of UK-wide broadcasts, with regional variations 
at different times which are specific to Scotland. 


Terrestrial television is available through DTT platform Freeview along with various 
other channels. Cable services are available to limited parts of the country with Virgin 
Media, satellite television is provided by Sky and IPTV services are available with BT 
TV and TalkTalk TV. 


Terrestrial channels| edit] 


Viewers in Scotland receive seven public terrestrial television stations: 


e BBC One Scotland 


e BBC Two 

e BBC Scotland 
e BBC Alba 

e HV 


e Channel 4 
e Channel 5 


BBC Scotland and BBC Alba are dedicated channels, with BBC One 

Scotland and ITV being regional variants/opt-outs of British television channels. BBC 
Two, Channel 4, and Channel 5 are UK-wide channels. 

BBC Scotland [edit] 

Main article: BBC Scotland 


Scotland has its own BBC services, BBC One Scotland and BBC Scotland. BBC Two 
Scotland existed from 9 July 1966 until 17 February 2019, when it was replaced by the 
BBC Scotland channel. Much of the output of BBC Scotland Television, such as news and 
current affairs programmes, and the Glasgow-based soap opera, River City, are 
intended for broadcast within Scotland, whilst others, such as drama and comedy 
programmes, aim at audiences throughout the UK and further afield. Sports coverage 
also differs, reflecting the fact that the country has its own football and rugby 

union leagues and national teams, separate from those of the other United Kingdom 
constituent nations and other sporting interests unique to Scotland, such 

as shinty or curling. 


Viewers on the Freeview HD platform within the BBC Scotland broadcasting area can 
now re-opt into the BBC network when Scotland opts out via BBC One HD, extending 
choice to Scottish viewers which was only previously an option for satellite and cable 
viewers. 


ITV in Scotland [edit] 


Three ITV stations (Border, STV Central and STV North) broadcast in Scotland. In the 
early 1960s, Grampian Television was created to provide commercial television services 
serving the Highlands and Islands, but in 1997 it was bought by STV Group pic, owners 
of the longer established Scottish Television. In May 2006, both channels were re- 
branded "STV" with newsrooms in Glasgow and Aberdeen retained to provide separate 
news services for their respective regions. Seven months later, STV launched news opt- 
outs for the East of Central Scotland (broadcast from Edinburgh) and Tayside & North 
East Fife (broadcast from Dundee). ITV Border has had a more complex position, as it 
also has to serve neighbouring areas across the border in England. Most of the 
independent television output equates to that transmitted in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, with the exception of news and current affairs, sport, cultural 

and Scottish Gaelic language programming. 


The available ITV station depends on region: 


e ITV Border, which covers both the Scottish and English borderlands. It is owned and 
operated by ITV plc. In February 2009, the station began broadcasting pan-regional 
news bulletins with ITV Tyne Tees from Gateshead with dedicated opt-out for the 
Border region broadcast on weekday evenings. Since 2013, there is a separate 
bulletin for the Border region, either broadcast live, or pre-recorded shortly before 
broadcast, and continues to come from Gateshead. 

e STV Central (formerly Scottish Television) which is based in Glasgow and covers 
the Central Belt of Scotland. It is owned and operated by STV Group plc, a company 
which evolved from the station, and since became solely interested in its core TV 
business once again. On weekdays, the station provides two separate editions of its 
regional news programme STV News at Six for the West and East of the region. 

e STV North (formerly Grampian Television) which is based in Aberdeen, and 
covers Tayside, the North East and Highlands and Islands. It is also owned & 
operated by STV Group plc, and carries the same regional programming as shown 
on STV Central but produces a separate regional news service, including opt outs for 
Tayside and North East Fife. 


News Programming[edit] 


There have been claims that British television news (which is the main source of news 
on Scottish Television) does not cater to Scottish needs: Dr Douglas MacMillan, of 


the University of Aberdeen has found that Scottish news was "peripheral" compared 
with English stories. His six-month study into the BBC showed 349^ of all news focused 
on England while just 296 was dedicated to Scotland, despite having 1096 of the 
population. 


Scottish Gaelic Television[edit] 
See also: Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 


In 1999, TeleG became the first channel to broadcast only Gaelic-language 
programmes. It aired for an hour everyday and showed archive shows. It ceased to 
transmit in 2011. In 2008, BBC Alba began broadcasting with its slogan being "A new 
channel for Scotland". It is a joint venture with MG Alba, which produces many programs 
for the channel. BBC Alba shows programmes of different genres, including general 
entertainment, news, documentaries, children's programmes, dramas, sport and films. 


As well as these, the following channels also broadcast some Gaelic language 
programmes: BBC One Scotland and STV. 


The Scottish Six[edit] 


One of the longest running controversies regarding news broadcasting in Scotland has 
been over proposals for an early evening, weekday BBC television news programme, 
containing international, UK and Scottish items, produced and edited in Scotland. This 
proposed show is referred to as the Scottish Six. 221 


In November 1998 Professor Lindsay Paterson resigned from the BBC's broadcasting 
council for Scotland in protest, after it emerged that the BBC was hostile to allowing 
Scotland its own news programme at 6pm.5! 


In May 2006 Mark Thompson, the Director-General of the BBC, ruled out any prospect of 
a Scottish Six news bulletin to replace that produced in London. 


STV announced similar plans in September 2009 to launch an hour-long edition of STV. 
News at Six, incorporating Scottish, national and international news with local ten- 
minute opt-outs for six sub-regions.Z The pan-regional programme would have replaced 
the two separate programmes for northern and central Scotland, however the plans 
were later dropped in favour of a retained North news service and the launch of two 
separate news services for the West and East of Central Scotland. A late night current 
affairs programme, Scotland Tonight, was launched in October 2011 cen needed 


Stealing a march on its traditional rival, STV used the opportunity of its STV2 channel to 
launch an hour-long news programme, STV News Tonight airing each weeknight at 7 pm 
and incorporating Scottish, UK and international news. The half-hour programme, 
presented by Halla Mohieddeen, was produced in partnership with ITN.“ Due to the 
constraints of the channel's broadcasting arrangements - as a patchwork network of 
notional 'local TV' channels, mostly centred on the country's traditional cities - this was 
not quite national coverage. STV2 shut down in June 2018. 


In February 2017, the BBC announced plans for a bespoke part-time television channel 
to serve Scotland, replacing the existing regional feed of BBC Two; as part of these 
plans, it was announced that the proposed service would feature an hour-long news and 
public affairs programme broadcast and produced out of Scotland, echoing the Scottish 
Six proposals.2224 The channel officially launched as BBC Scotland on 24 February 2019; 
as promised, the channel features a nightly primetime newscast, The Nine." 


Scottish television personalities[edit] 


e Jackie Bird 

e Andrea Brymer 
e Rona Dougall 

e John Mackay 


e Norman Macleod 
e Sally Magnusson 
e Laura Miller 


e lan Payne 
e Pam Royle 
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Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland is a developing area of the media in Scotland which 
deals with broadcasts given in Scottish Gaelic and has important links with the efforts of 
Gaelic revival in Scotland. As well as being informative, Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 
has acquired some symbolic importance. Whilst opinion polls show that the vast 
majority of Gaels feel they have been ill-served by broadcasting media,"! Scotland now 
has Gaelic broadcasting all over Scotland both on television and radio. 


History[edit] 
1923-1945 [edit] 


The first BBC radio broadcast in the Gaelic language was aired throughout Scotland on 
Sunday 2 December 1923; this was a 15-minute religious address by Rev. John Bain, 
recorded in the High United Free Church in Aberdeen. Two weeks later, a recital of 
Gaelic singing was broadcast, though it was introduced in English. 


The first regular programme was singer Neil MacLean's Sgeulachdan agus Oran (‘Stories 
and songs"), broadcast from the Aberdeen studio. The first Gaelic radio play, 

entitled Dunach, was aired in 1933. It is perhaps indicative of the status of Gaelic 
broadcasting at this time that the producer of Dunach knew no Gaelic. 


In 1934 a series of lessons for Gaelic learners was broadcast. In 1936, Scotland's first 
outside broadcast was a Gaelic service from lona Abbey. In 1939 a weekly Gaelic news 
review was launched. 


In 1935, Hugh MacPhee was appointed head of the BBC's first Gaelic department, 
21 which moved to Glasgow in 1938; this seems to have been the first attempt to put 
Gaelic broadcasting on a serious footing. 


In 1940, An Comunn Gaidhealach requested an increase of output to two news 
programmes and a children's programme each week. This was refused, which resulted 
in questions being raised in the House of Commons. 


The post-war years(edit] 


After the Second World War, Finlay J. Macdonald (later co-founder of Gairm) joined Hugh 
MacPhee in the Glasgow studios; he was replaced in 1954 by Fred Macaulay. With two 
full-time producers, the regular programming was expanded to 90 minutes per week. 
There was a Friday evening news slot which George Orwell, writing at that time in Jura, 
criticised for its "'amateurishness". A number of radio plays were produced, including An 
Tunnag Fhiadhaich, a translation by Lachlan MacKinnon of Henrik Ibsen's The Wild 
Duck (1951). 


Television(edit] 


Because few areas of the West Highlands and virtually none of the islands could receive 
television signals before the early 1960s, Gaelic TV was at first not an issue, though 
there had been coverage of the Mòd. As with radio, Gaelic TV broadcasting began with 
Gaelic songs introduced in English, such as Ceó/ nan Gaidheal (‘Music of the Gaels’), 
introduced by James Shaw Grant (1962). The first genuine Gaelic TV programme was in 
the light entertainment category: Se Ur Beatha ("You're welcome’) in 1964. The first 
current affairs television series, Bonn Comhraidh, was launched in 1970. Gaelic schools 
programmes began in 1975. The first Gaelic children's TV programme, Cuir Car, was 
aired in 1977, followed by Bzzz in 1981, and the first programme for pre-school 
children, Mag is Mog, in 1982.9 The pre-school "classic" Dòtaman was broadcast from 
1985. 


Radio Highlandyieait] 


In 1976, BBC Radio Highland began broadcasting from Inverness. In 1979, BBC Radio 
nan Eilean opened in Stornoway with Radio nan Gaidheal starting in October 1985. 


1980-2000 [edit] 


The Thatcher government increased the funding for Gaelic broadcasting, largely 
because of Scottish Secretary George Younger's personal enthusiasm for the Gaelic 
community.“ With the funding the BBC were able to produce a small number of 
children's Gaelic programmes during term-time starting in October 1985, with Padraig 
Post, Dotaman and Bzzz. BBC One Scotland broadcast the programmes in the morning 
usually before Children's BBC at 10:10 - 10:30 am, before moving to 9:45 am in October 
1986 as part of new BBC Daytime line up. In October 1987 they moved the slot to 

10:50 - 11 am after Playschool (later Playdays), Then in 1990, it was 10:35 - 11 am for 
a few years. In 1993 it moved to lunchtimes shortly afterwards it changed to mid- 
afternoon usually around 3 pm from September 1995 although for a while in from 
January - May 1996 it came on at lunchtimes at 12:05 - 12:30 pm, It moved to the 3 pm 
slot full-time beginning from September 1996. A year later it was broadcast at 2:55 pm 
although sometimes it would come on a bit earlier due to sporting coverage and 
sometimes again it would be on at lunchtimes. Programmes broadcast included Padraig 
Post, Sam Smalaidh, Nodaidh, Dotaman, Spot to name a few. 


The Broadcasting Act 1990 established a Gaelic Television Fund, administered by a 
Gaelic Television Committee (Comataidh Telebhisein Gàidhlig). The committee were 
given a £9 million budget, which was given independent producers, BBC, Grampian 
and STV. Grampian was required to broadcast in Gaelic for nearly an hour a day on 
average and STV for half an hour, which included a weekly 30mins slot in peak time. 

I$ This was originally every weekday at 6:30 pm before programmes were spread out, to 
late night and weekends. Programmes included De Tha Seo? (Win, Lose or 

Draw), Machair, Haggis Agus, Air A Charraig and more others. 


The Broadcasting Act 1996 resulted in improved funding, and also renamed the funding 
body 'Gaelic Broadcasting Committee' (Comataidh Craolaidh Gàidhlig, CCG). In 

1999 TeleG, the first Gaelic language TV channel was launched, which broadcast daily 
for one hour (between 6 pm and 7 pm) on Digital Freeview. TeleG was established in 
October 1999 as the first dedicated Gaelic TV channel in Scotland and provided a 
limited Gaelic service on Freeview until May 2011. Broadcasts were limited to an hour 
slot between the hours of 6 pm and 7 pm. The channel stopped broadcasting in May 
2011 and was displaced by BBC ALBA. 


Modern Gaelic broadcasting[edit] 
Televisioniedit] 


BBC One stopped showing Gaelic programmes in June 2002 and they moved to BBC Two 
Scotland during CBeebies under the name CBeebies Alba, beginning in November 2002. 
It was broadcast from 9 am to 9:30 am, later at 8:30 - 9 am from 2003. For a while it 
was at 9:30 - 10 am in 2004 but moved back to 8:30 - 9 am from October 2004. In 
between it has come on at different times in the holidays at 10:25 - 10:50 am in 2003, 
9:40 - 10:10 am in 2004, and 7:30 - 8 am from 2006 to 2010. 


Following the removal of children's shows from the mainstream channels BBC One and 
Two after the completion of the digital switchover, the programming slot was 
discontinued and all programmes moved to BBC ALBA. Children's programmes along 
with other Gaelic programming can be seen every day on BBC ALBA at 5 - 7 pm. It 
broadcasts until midnight (sometimes 1 am due to sports coverage). BBC introduced a 
new two hour Thursday evening Gaelic block on BBC Two in September 1993, 
including De a nis, Gaelic comedy and current affairs Eórpa. 


BBC ALBA is a joint venture channel between the BBC and MG ALBA. It is the first 
channel to be delivered under a BBC licence by a partnership. It broadcasts for up to 
seven hours a day in the evening. BBC ALBA is broadcast on Freeview as well as 
satellite and cable television providers. 


Radioj{edit] 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal is the most widely broadcast Scottish Gaelic radio station and 
is available on FM frequencies throughout Scotland; webcast on the BBC website; and 
on cable and satellite channels in the United Kingdom. Gaelic language programmes are 
broadcast during the day from Monday to Saturday and the channel joins BBC Radio 
Scotland after closing transmission. Gaelic and bi-lingual programmes also feature on 
several north-west coast local radio stations, including Two Lochs Radio, Isles FM, An 
Radio and Cuillin FM. A bilingual Scottish Pop Chart show, produced to commission by 
MFR (Moray Firth Radio) in Inverness is also broadcast each week on several of these 
stations. 


Broadcasting for Gaelic learners[edit] 


The broadcasting media have also carried Gaelic lessons for learners of the language. 
The first was a short radio series in 1934, six fortnightly Gaelic lessons in Gaelic by J. 
Nicolson. The weekly series Learning Gaelic by Edward Purcell with John M Bannerman 
and Archie Henry began in 1949.4 


Among the early BBC TV courses for beginners' Gaelic was Can Seo (1979). The current 
series for beginners is Speaking our Language, which is now repeated regularly on BBC 
ALBA. 


With the spread of Gaelic-medium units in primary schools, attended also by children 
from English-speaking households, there was a need for education series aimed at 
children in the early stages of immersion-phase language-learning: Baile Mhuilinn (TV) 
and Fiream Faram (Radio) both appeared in 1998. 
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In the United Kingdom, closedowns originally took place frequently during the daytime, 
and sometimes only for a few hours at a time. This was due initially to Government- 
imposed restrictions on daytime broadcasting hours, and later, budgetary constrictions. 
The eventual relaxation of these rules meant that afternoon closedowns ceased 
permanently on the ITV network in October 1972. The BBC took a long time to abandon 
the practice, and did not commence a full daytime service until the autumn of 1986. 


A full night-time closedown sequence on British television might typically contain 
information about the following day's schedule, perhaps a weather forecast and/or a 
news update, possibly a Public Information Film and finally, a look at the station clock 
and the national anthem. 


BBC[edit] 


e On BBC One, the sequence was as follows - tomorrow evening's schedule, the 
national weather forecast, a Public Information Film (Monday to Thursday nights 
only) and finally, the clock which led straight into a rendition of the National Anthem 
(God Save the Queen), played out over the ident. For many years, BBC One 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland also signed off with a late news bulletin & local 
weather forecast read off-screen by the evening continuity announcer. BBC One's 
last closedown took place on the morning of Sunday 9 November 1997. The BBC 
News Channel has filled the early hours since. 

e On BBC Two, a look at tomorrow evening's schedule was followed by a closing 
announcement over the station clock. BBC2 never closed with the National Anthem 
and the clock just faded to black following the closing announcement, although 
picture montages accompanied by easy listening music were occasionally utilised. 
On nights in which Open University programmes were the last programmes on that 
night, the OU ident would have been played at closedown, followed by the usual 
fade to black, however, this procedure would have been discontinued when The 
Learning Zone started airing OU programmes during the night. Prior to the digital 
switchover, some parts of the dead air that followed the transmitters being switched 
off for the night were filled by Ceefax, the BBC's Teletext service. BBC Two is the 
last national British terrestrial channel to still close at night. 

e Prior to the shutdown of BBC Three's television channel in 2016, the CBBC 
Channel would go off air at 7 pm each night, as it shared its signal and bandwidth 
with BBC Three, which commenced programming each evening at the same time. 

u During the closedown sequence, the host on air would say goodnight to the 
audience, then a brief piece of footage would play until exactly 7:00 pm, when the 


handover took place. The signal would be handed back to CBBC each morning at 
around 5 am when BBC Three had its own closedown; to fill the remaining two and a 
half hours until morning programming commenced, the channel would then air a 
compilation on repeat, This is CBBC. CBeebies, which shares its signal with BBC 
Four, carries out a similar process of signing off and handing over each evening at 7 
pm. 

e Inthe UK, BBC Radio 4 does "close down" in a sense, at just before 1 am with a 
rendition of the National Anthem (God Save the Queen). While they do not produce 
any original programming during their "off-air" hours, audio programming from the 
BBC World Service is provided. Apart from BBC Radio London, all of the BBC's local 
and national stations have an off-hours overnight simulcast and, apart from BBC 
Radio Wales, which carries the BBC World Service, all the locals stations 
broadcast BBC Radio 5 Live. 


ITV[edit] 


e Grampian, Scottish, UTV, Tyne Tees, ATV, HTV, Anglia, LWT, Channel, Southern and 
its successor TVS and Westward and its successor TSW, closed transmission 
with God Save the Queen - mainly over scenes of the Royal Family. HTV Wales also 
played Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau in addition to GSTQ. ATV chose to utilize a version of 
the national anthem, played on a church organ over the station clock whereas other 
stations chose to utilise regular band arrangements. 

e Granada and Central played out with special arrangements of their station themes. 
TSW also used their station theme That's Soul, Write as part of their closing 
sequence. Thames played either easy listening, popular or instrumental library 
music over a programme menu and the clock. Scottish also used various pieces of 
library music for playout during a rundown of programmes for the next day. Border 
and Yorkshire chose to simply fade out following the closedown announcement 
accompanied by the station clock. 

e Grampian, Ulster and Border also signed off with late regional news bulletins read by 
the duty announcer. For a time, a farming news bulletin, Farming Brief, ran as part 
of TVS's closing sequence. Most regions also signed off with a weather forecast 
whilst Westward and TSW also provided a Shipping Forecast. Westward & LWT also 
occasionally aired short bumpers of Loeki - a cartoon lion whose adventures had 
bookended the advert breaks on Dutch public television since the early 1970s - prior 
to switching off the main transmission stream. Some regions (namely Central, 
Granada, LWT, Scottish, TSW, Tyne Tees, Yorkshire and Grampian) also included a 
short announcement advertising Independent Local Radio stations in their 
respective areas as part of their closing sequences. 

e The ITV regions gradually switched to 24-hour television between 1986 and 1988, 
under a directive issued by the IBA. Yorkshire Television was first to go round the 
clock showing programmes from the satellite station Music Box. However, Music Box 
shut down at the start of 1987 and YTV went back to a nightly closedown although it 
did air a teletext information service called Jobfinder for an hour after sign-off. 
During 1987, Thames/LWT, TVS and Anglia began through-the-night broadcasting 
(Thames had already extended broadcast hours to around 4 am previously). The 
other major regions including Granada, Central and Yorkshire slowly followed suit 
during the first half of the 1988 although many had been broadcasting until around 
3 am for some time, especially at the weekend. By the start of September 1988 the 
last regions - Tyne Tees, Border, TSW and Grampian went 24 hours 
although Ulster which didn't start round-the-clock broadcasting until 3 October '88. 


